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PREFACE 


The Holy Qur’an and the life of Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) are the eternal guide of man 
in so for as his moral, spiritual, economic and social problems 
are concerned. Although there is a vast literature on the life 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) yet it was felt that there is no biography in the English 
language which presents the complete view of the life, 
personality and mission of Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) who changed the course of history and 
inaugurated a new era in the life of mankind. 


This book is the third volume of English translation of 
Sirat-un-Nabi originally written in Urdu by late ‘Allama 
Shibli Nu‘mani, a well-known historian who hardly stands in 
need of any introduction. 


Although translation is in itself a difficult task yet Mr. 
Muhammad Saeed Siddiqi has done it most successfully in a 
simple, lucid literary style and even the general reader will 
find it easy to understand. 


I am highly grateful to Mr. Ghulam Ali who assisted me 
in preparing the manuscript for the press. 


Lahore Muhammad Ikram Siddiqi 
1st August, 1994 
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 


THE PEACEFUL LIFE OF ISLAM. 
(9th, 10th, 11th Hijra) 


ESTABLISHMENT OF FEACE, PROPAGATION OF ISLAM, 
FOUNDATION OF KHILAFAT AND PERFECTION OF SHARI‘AH 


ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE 


It is quite clear from the previous chapters that as 
regards its inherent qualities and capabilities, every part of 
Arabia was a glittering star but it was not working under any 
one solar system. Although the Arab island was apparently 
one country and one nation, yet it-had no symbol of unity and 
the Arabs never gathered together under any common flag. 
Just as every family had its own idol to worship, in the same. 
way, they had their separate chiefs. On the south of Arabia 
there were small states like Humairi, Adhwa and Iqyal. On 
the north ruled separate tribes of Bakr, Taghlab, Shaiban, 
Azd, Qada‘a, Kinda, Naham, Judham, Banu Hanifa, Tayy, 
Asad, Hawazin, Ghatfan, Aus, Khazraj, Thaqif and Quraish 
which remained busy in constant warfare. The forty years 
long war between Bakr and Taghlab had just ceased and 
tribes of Kinda Hadr Maut had been annihilated. Each tribe of 
Aus and Khazraj had lost one of their chiefs. The battle of 
_ Fujar was raging fiercely between Banu Qais and Quraish and 
thus the whole country had turned into a battlefield. The 
mountains and. deserts were inhabited by independent 
criminal tribes and murder, blood-shed, bruteness were the 
order of the day and endless wars continued to rage between 
them and the thirst for revenge was not quenched even after 
taking the life of hundred and thousand of people. The only 
source of income was trading but it was very difficult for a 
trading caravan to go from one place to another. The rulers of 
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Hira enjoyed both power and influence in the north. However, 
their commodities could easily reach the markets of ‘Akaz. 
The months of Hajj were sacred months of the Arabs; but 
they some times shortened or prolonged them to justify their 
plundering. Abii ‘Ali Qali has mentioned in his book Al-Mali: 
They did so because they did not like that their three 
connective months should pass without looting and 
plundering as this was their only source of income. 


These months were the most profitable for these 
criminal tribes. Aslam and Ghifar tribes lived in the 
neighborhood of Makka and were notorious for looting the 
Hajj pilgrims. Tayy was a renowncd and distinguished tribe 
but the people of Tayy were also not less notorious. Salaik Ibn 
Al-Salaka and Tabat Shara were the famous poets of Arabia 
but their whole poetic literature is full of pride on their 
achievements in stealing and deccits. 


Lawlessness and chaos was rampant everywhere so 
much so that Abu Qais which was powerful tribe of Bahrain 
would not dare enter Hijaz except in the months of Haram. 
Even when peace was restored in the country after the 
conquest of Makka, the journey between Madina and Makka 
was full of danger and the dacoits still looted and plundered 
the goods of the traders. The caravans of Syria continued to 
be looted and plundered in the broad day light for five or six 
years after the Hijra. Even the pastures of Dar-ul-Islam were 
raided several times. The people wondered how it couid be 
possible when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) gave them the tidings of peace and tranquillity 
saying: A time would come when a pardah-observing woman 
would travel all alone from Ilira and she would fear none 
except her Allah. During the 9th Hijra, a person came and 
complained that his property had been looted. Thereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
A time would come in the near future when the caravan 
would undertake the journey without any guards. Haram was 
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the only land where the people lived in peace. Allah has 
mentioned in the Holy Quran: 


So let them worship the Lord of this House, Who hath 
fed them against hunger and hath made them safe from 
fear. 


(Quraish) 


Have they not seen that We appointed a sanctuary 
immune (from violence while mankind are ravaged all 
around them) 

(The Spider) 


Such a pitiable condition was that of Islam that the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went to 
almost all the neighbouring tribes and sought refuge from 
them so that he could convey the message of Allah to the 
people; but no one promised to support him. Life was 
straitened for the Muslims. in Arabia and they wandered 
about in the deserts of Africa and Abyssinia for shelter and 
peace. Those who remained behind were subjected to 
innumerable tortures. The Holy Quran has mentioned the 
plight of the Muslims in the following verses: 


And remember, when you were few and reckoned feeble 
iu the land and were in fear lest men should extirpate 
you. 

i (The Spoils). 


On account of these disturbances and lawlessness, no 
movement or mission could be successful without military 
protection. Since the mission of the. Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was to call the people to 
Islam, he was not in need of any arms, swords, daggers or 
army. 
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On the one hand, the enemies of Islam constantly 
attacked the Muslims and on the other hand, the lives of 
those who called the people to Islam were in danger. The 
caravan of the traders on which depended the economy of the 
country were quite unsafe. The detail of such events has 
already been given in the nature and causes of the battles of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


External Dangers 


The above was the internal condition of the country. The 
external hazards were of no less magnitude. All the green and 
fertile parts of the country were under the sway of the two 
most powerful rulers of Rome and Persia. The Iranians had 
been ruling Yemen, Umman and Bahrain for the last sixty 
years who had made the puppet Arab chiefs as their 
governors. 


After defeating the Government of Al-Mandhar, in the 
precincts of Iraq they were advancing inside the country. 
They deemed the movement of Islam which was gaining 
momentum in Hijaz as under their control. So in the 6th of 
Hijra the king of Iran sent a message to the Iranian Governor 
of Yemen to arrest his servant, the claimant of Prophethood 
and send him to him. 


The Romans had occupied Syria. Al-i-Ghassan and the 
other small Arab chiefs who had long before embraced 
Christianity, had shown allegiance to them. At the end of the 
8th Hijra, the Romans conspired to attack Madina with the 
help of these Arab chiefs which resulted in the battle of 
Tabuk and Muta. 


The strength of the Jews 


The Romans had seized the states of Syria and Palestine 
. from the Jews in the second century and the latter had 
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retreated from Syria to the middle of Hijaz. They built 
adjoining strongholds from Madina to Syria. These places 
served as their military headquarters: and also business 
stores. Quraiza, Qainqua‘, Khaibar, Fadak, Taima valley, Al- 
- Qura ete. were their cantonments. It has been mentioned in 
the Holy Quran: 


They will not fight against you in a body save in fortified 
villages or from behind walls. 
(Exile) 


And He brought those of the people of the scripture who 
supp 2rted them down from their strongholds. 
(The Clans) 


On account of their lucrative business they played an 
important role in the politics of Spain and other European 
countries. The same was their position in the Arab countries. 
Due to the strongholds they had built, they were indifferent 
to the power of Islam. i 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had to fight several battles due to these mischief- 
mongers wko created ill felings and hatred against the 
Muslims. When the Muslims achieved any victory, they said : 
The Quraish of Makka do not know how to fight a battle. 
Were they to encounter our SOENS they would learn a 
lesson. 

In short, Arabia was facing so much internal and 
external dangers and problems that no human effort could set 
them right. At this time, the unseen power of Allah came to 
the assistance of His Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). After. Hijra, as a result of constant efforts and 
reforms, the impossible turned into possible. The main cause 
of political weakness of Arabs was their mutual discord and 
warfare. It was due to the fact that Arabs were divided into 
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various tribes and races and there existed no abiding 
relationship which could unite them together. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave them 

the relationship of Islam. This spiritual relationship among 

the Muslims set aside all the relationships of blood, colour and 

race and the words which inspired the whole Arab nation and | 
united them together were that of the Kalimah. In the Holy 
Quran Allah, the Almighty, has called this unity and | 
brotherhood as His greatest Munificence. 


And remember Allah’s favour unto you: how ye were 
enemies and He made friendship between your hearts so 
that ye became brothers by His grace. 

(The Family of ‘Imran) 


Allah, the Almighty said addressing the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): But for the 
help of Allah, this work could not be accomplished by 
you. 


He it is Who supporteth thee with His help and with the 
believers. And (as for the believers) hath attuned their 
hearts. If thou hast spent all that is in the earth you 
couldst not have attuned their hearts, but Allah hath 
attuned them. Lo! He is Mighty, Wise. 

: ' (Spoils of War) 


established among the Muhajirin and Ansar was the first 
attempt in this direction and the last one was that address 
which was delivered at the conquest of Makka. The Holy 
Quran has denounced in several verses the act of spreading 
hatred and discord, making mischiefs and fighting and thus 
disturbing the peace of the land and has prescribed severe 
punishment for the culprits. As for theft, its punishment is to 
cut off one’s hand and in the same way the punishments for 
dacoity, murder were prescribed as cutting the culprits’ hand 


After Hijra, unity and brotherhood which was | 


dao 
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and hanging and exile etc. In the Surah Ma’ida, capital 
punishment was ordained to end bloodshed and murder. In. 
order to establish law and order in the country, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent his 
armies several times. The plundering tribes were raided and 
the tribes of Hijaz whose profession was looting and 
plundering repented of their sins and became Muslims. Laws 
were framed for. deciding civil and criminal cases and 
governors were appointed at all places. 


But ail this was done in order to compel the people to 
observe the laws. However, the mission of a Prophet far 
excels tie duties of a muganna and a minister. The spiritual 
influenc2 of the Quran and the sacred words of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) worked 
miracles and people began to hate sins and crimes. 


The law and the fear of punishment can deter peqple 
from crimes in the streets and common gatherings. But due to 
the blessings of Islam, man was accoutable to Allah Who has 
the power to see human beings in the darkness of night and 
through the closed doors and windows. Now there was peace 
and order in the country. ‘Adi bin Hatim said: I observed with 
my own eyes that the people travelled from San‘a’ to Hijaz all 
alone without any fear except that of Allah. A European 
historian Margoluis who has said little in praise of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) admits 
this fact: 


At the death of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) his political aim haa been achieved. He had 
established a state with its political and religious capital. He 
had turned the scattered tribes of Arabia into one nation. He 
gave the Arabs a common religion ard established such 
relationship between them as was more stable and permanent 
than family relationships. Allah, the Almighty, managed to 
deal with the outside enemies; the Jews tried to annihilate 
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Islam at the instigation of Quraish and hypocrites of Madina 
with the result that they themselves were crushed. Constant 
wars were fought from the 3rd to the 7th Hijra and at length 
their political power ended on the victory of Khaibar. The 
Romans and the Chzistian Arabs of Syria tried to exterminate 
Islam. Ghassanids were the most powerful of the Arab chiefs 


who were puppets in the hands of the Romans. Bahrar, Wa’il, 


Bakr, Najm, Judham and ‘Amila were under them. Beside 
them there were small Christians and Jews chiefs like 
Dhaumatul Jandal, Aila,,Jarba, Adhrah, Tabala and Jarash. 
We have already mentioned above how the war of Ghassanids 
commenced. Harith been ‘Umair who had taken the letters 
inviting the king of Basra to Islam was killed by -the 
Ghassanids in the way: The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) sent an army comprising 
three thousand Muslims to punish them. The Ghassanids 
entered the battlefield with a large army of one lac men. And 
the news was also afloat that about the same number of 
Romans had entered Mawali. However, the. small army of 
Muslims showed extraordinary courage and valiance and 
succeeded to save their army from the enemies, losing a few 
precious lives. In: the 9th Hijra the battle of Tabuk was 
fought. The news was continuously pouring in that the 
Romans were gathering a large army of Christian Arabs who 
had been paid in advance for one year. 


The news was also afloat that the Ghasssanids were 
busy in equipping their army and shoeing their horses. 
Hearing this news the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) set out with thirty thousand companions 
and waited for the enemy for twenty days but none came to 
encounter them. The advantage of this advancement was that 


all the chiefs except those of Ghassanids left the Romans and — 


showed their allegiance to Islam. In the 11th Hijra during the 
last days of his life, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) sent armies against the Romans under the 
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control of Asama bin Zaid; but this expedition ended during 
the Siddiqi rule. i 


_- In short, due to constant efforts and assistance of Allah, 
the Almighty; peace was restored in the country, the 
` conspiracies of the Jews and Christians and the wars between 
the different tribes ended. All the dacoits, plunderers and 
looters surrendered and external dangers no longer 
threatened the country. Now the people could live in peace 
according to the principles set by Allah. 


The mission of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was to call the people to Islam and to use 
all genuine means and lawful sources to pursuade them to 
embrace Islam. No arms and ammunition or army was needed 
for this purpose; the only requirement was that the true - 
message of Islam should reach the masses. But the enemies of , 
Islam in Makka were the chief hinderance in the way. The 
- Arab tribes used to come from far and near during the Hajj.. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
went to every one and said to them: The Quraish do not allow 
me to convey the message of Islam, get me permission to 
address them and you. But due to the influence and fear .of 
-the Quraish, no one supported him in that huge gathering. 
However, the rays of truth continued to shed their light orf 
the hearts even through these dark and thick clouds and 
‘every nook and corner was illuminated. Islam needed only 
advertisement and this was done by the enemies of Islam 
themselves. During the Hajj season, the chiefs of Quraish 
pitched their tents on the thoroughfares and the people from 
outside came to see them. Since the’ néws of the coming of a 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
reached far and near, they questioned about it and even if 
they did not, Quraish themselves, as precautionary. measure, 
told them: A disbeliever has been born in our country who not 
only insults our idols but also denounces our Lat and Uzza. 
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A disbeliever is called Sabi in Arabia. Due to this very 
reason that some obligatory duties of Islam, for instance, the 
posture of prayer resemblc with the acts of Sa’ibin, the 
Quraish had given the title ot Sabi to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and he came to be known 
as such in the whole of Arabia. A companion has reported a 
Tradition: When I was a child I used to hear from those who 
visited Makka that a claimant of Prophethood has been born 
in Makka. When his name gained popularity in the country; 
although common men generally avoided him, yet there were 
people in this vast country who were curious to know the fact. 
There was a large number of people in Arabia who hated idol- 


worship and were in search for truth. Some people had 


become Hanafites about which we have already written in the 
beginning. Hafiz Ibn Hajar has made a mention of several 
such companions in Asaba who had come to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) from far distant 
place of Yemen to enquire about the truth. They came back 
quietly embracing Islam. Islam which spread among the 
members of the family of Abū Mūsa Ash‘aril of Yemen (and 
Tufail bin ‘Amr Al-Dausi of Yemen) was first introduced 
during the period of their stay in Makka. 


| Tufail bin ‘Amr Embraces Islam. 


Tufail bin ‘Amr Al-Dausi was a famous Arab poet. The 
poets exerted much influence on the Arabs; they had the 
power to turn any tribe to any side; so Quraish tried their 
level best that he should not reach the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him); but when he suddenly 
heard him reciting the Holy Quran, he became a Muslim and 
during that period the tribe of Daus was also impressed by the 
teachings of Islam. However, the whole tribe did not listen to 
Tufail. In disappointment he came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: O Prophet. of 
Allah! Daus have disobeyed, pray that curse may fall upon 
them. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be u pon him) 
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raised his hands and prayed: Allah, guide Daus and send him. 
Thereafter, the whole tribe embraced Islam. y 


‘Amr bin ‘Anbasa and Embracement of Islam 


‘Amr bin ‘Anbasa is one. of those men who heard from 
‘the people that a person has been born in Makka who talks 
much. He had a longing to see him and so he came to Makka. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to hide himself due to the atrocities of Quraish. ‘Amr bin 
‘Anbasa somehow managed to reach the Holy Prophet (peace . 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: Who he is? The _ 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
I have been sent by Allah. He further enquired: With what 
message? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: The right of the near relatives should be 
fulfilled; idols should be broken; it should be the faith that 
Allah is One and has no partner. ‘Amr Asked: How many 
followers are there of this religion? 'The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: One free man and 
one servant. ‘Amr said: I also follow-you. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah .be upon him) said: Now it is not 
possible. You see what is my condition and that of my people. 
When you hear of my success, come to me. So he returned and 
after the Hijra when he heard about the success of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon nee he came 
to him. 


Dimad bin Tha‘laba’s Hateesuuiaant of Islam 


Dimad bin Thalaba was the chief of Azd Shani‘a and 
was a friend of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) since the Age of Ignorance. When he came to 
Makka, he heard that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was under a spell. He used to exorcise. 
He came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) said: Let me treat you. The Holy Prophet (peace 
` and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 


The Praise is due to Allah, we praise Him, ask His help; 
and he whom Allah guides aright there is none to lead him 
astray, and he who is led astray there is none to guide him, 


and I bear testimony to the fact that there is no god but Allah.. 


He is One having no partner with Him, and that Muhammad 
is His Servant and Messenger. 


The above sentences had deep effect on the heart of 
Dimad. He requested the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) to repeat these words. He repeated 


them. Dimad again requested for repetition of these ` 


sentences and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) repeated the sentences for the third time. Now 
Dimad was totally fascinated. He said: I have heard the 
stories of the palmists, fortune-tellers, astromomists and 
astrologers, incantation of magicians and eulogium of poets; 
but never have I heard such impressive words which possess 
the power of going deep to the bottom of a river. Please take 
out your hand and I take the oath of allegiance to the faith of 
Islam. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) got the oath. . 


Hadvat Abu Dhar’s Embracement of Islam 


In this connection, the story of Hadrat Abū Dhar’s 
embracement of Islam is specially worth mentioning: The 
tribe of Ghifar lived on the way through which Quraish did 
their trade with Syria. When the news of Prophethood 


reached Abu Dhar, the latter had been tired of idol-worship . 


and was in search of truth. He said to his brother (Anees): You 
go to Makka and ascertain what is the education and message 
of the person who claims to be a Prophet. Anees went back to 
Makka and said: He teaches good conduct and behavior and 
his message is different than poetry. Hadrat Abū Dhar was 
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not satisfied with this brief answer. He himself set out taking 
some food and water as provision for the journey. When he 
reached Makka, he dared not ask about the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Perchance, he met 
Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) in the Haram. He 
took him to his house where Abit Dhar stayed as a guest for 
three days; but still he dared not ask about the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon‘him). Hadrat ‘Ali (may 
Allah be pleased with him) enquired: What is the purpose of 
your coming over here? He told fearing in his heart but took 
promise from Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) 
that he would keep it a secret. Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be 
pleased with him) took him to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) who preached Islam to him 
asking him to go back and again come when he sent for him. 
But his zeal for Islam was so great that he said: I will declare 
my faith in Islam just now. He went straight to the Haram 
and declared loudly: I bear witness that there is no god but 
Allah and that Muhammad is His Prophet. Hearing the voice, 
the people rushed in from every side and began to beat him. 
Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) intervened 
and said: Don’t you understand that your way for trading 
passes through the habitation of Ghifar and he belongs to 
that tribe. The people left him; but on the next day Abu Dhar 
again declared his Faith in the same way and the result was 
obvious. Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) again 
saved his life as on the previous day. 


The Tribe of Ghifar Embraces Islam 


- When Hadrat Abū Dhar went back from Makka and 
called the people of his tribe to Islam, half of the tribe 
embraced Islam there and then; the rest said that they would 
declare Islam on the visit of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him); so when the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited Madina, the 
remaining people of the tribe embraced Islam. 
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Aslam Tribe Embraces Islam 


_ There lived Aslam tribe near Ghifar tribe. These two 
tribes had old relations. Aslam tribe embraced Islam due to 
their friendly relations with Ghifar tribe (although these two 
tribes were notorious for thefts) and they knew that Islam 
strongly condemns this evil deed. 


Aus and Khazraj Embrace Islam 


During the Hajj season, many tribes of Arabs gathered 
together. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) went to every camp and called them to Islam. A 
large number of Aus and Khazraj tribes embraced Islam there 
and then. 


Stay in Madina and Propagation of Islam 


When Hadrat Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair was sent to Madina to 
call the people to Islam, all the families embraced Islam due 
to his excellent way of preaching. After Hijra when the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went to 
Madina, the neighbouring tribes uke. Ghifar and Aslam 
embraced Islam. 


Embracement of Islam a Some Quraish of 
Badr. : 


After a few days, the battle of Badr was fought wherein 
seventy men of Quraish were made prisoners. Quraish 
frequently visited Madina to get their men released. As a 
result of their negotiations with the Muslims, several persons 
embraced Islam. Perchance some staunch enemies of Islam 
heard the voice of the Quran which created miraculous effect 
on their heart and mind. Jubair been Mut‘im who has come to 
get his prisoners released by paying ransom, heard the Holy 
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Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) reciting 
the following verses of the Holy Quran: 


Or were they created out of naught? Or are they the 

creators? Or did they create the heavens or earth? Nay, - 

but they are sure of nothing. 
. (At-Tur) 


Jubair bin Mut‘im Embraces Islam 


Mut‘im heard the verses of the Holy Quran; he felt as if 
his heart was flying in air. This incident has been mentioned 
in Sahih Bukhari, Surah Tur. 


‘The prediction of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 

of Allah be upon him) was exactly fulfilled at the time of the 

. victory in the battle of Badr and the word of the Holy Quran 

that the Roman would vanquish Persia after seven years 

came to be true. Due to this miracle a large number of people 
accepted the truth of Islam. 


The Effect of the Prediction About the Romans . 


In this way Islam went on progressing gradually. In the 
5th Hijra, the tribes of Quraish, Kinana, Ghatfan, Asad and . 
others attacked Madina jointly but suffered a defeat and the 
tribes which were ready to embrace Islam but dared not 
declare it publicly for the fear of Quraish, began to sent their 
envoys to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). 


Tribe of Muzaina Embraces Islam 
The first envoy of the tribe of Muzaina consisted of four 


hundred men. They expressed their desire that if the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave them 
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permission they would migrate to Madina but he replied: 
Wherever you be you are Muhajirin (emigrants). 


Tribe of Ashja‘ Embraces Islam 


. During this period an envoy of Ashja‘ consisting of a 
hundred persons came to Madina and said to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): We do not 
want to fight but we want peace agreement. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) accepted 
their request. These people were disbelivers at that time. 
After the peace agreement they embraced Islam. 


The Tribe of Juhaina Embraces Islam 


Juhaina tribe had also settled near these tribes. When 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
called them to Islam, an envoy consisting of one thousand 
men came to Madina and emabraced Islam. After this they 
fought side by side with the Muslims in battles. Due to their 
allegiance and devotion to Islam, the Holy Peophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) prayed for their well-being. 


The Effect of the Treaty of Hudaibiya 


During the treaty of Hudaibiya, the Muslims and the 


disbelievers mixed together freely and the latter had the 


chance to listen to the preaching of Muslims secretly and 
publicly. The number of people who embraced Islam, as a 
result of this treaty, almost became double in two years as 
compared to those who became Muslims as a result of 
fighting. This can be judged from the fact that when the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went to 
‘perform ‘Umra in the year of Hudaibiya there were about one 
thousand five hundred people with him; but after two years 
when he proceeded to conquer Makka, there were three 
thousand army of Muslims with him. 
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The impact of the peace of Hudaibiya, however, did not 
convert the whole of Arabia as only Quraish and Kinana were 
involved and the people who were not under the direct control 
of Quraish or were not their friends or allies continued their 
preparations of war against Madina and the Holy Prophet `’ 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had to send his 
armies against them. However, when there was peace, 
preachers of Islam were sent to call the people to Islam. Since 
these preachers were provided some men for the sake of self- 
defence, so these preaching missions were called Saraya. 


i The Effect of the Victory of Makka 


The whole Arab considered Quraish as the guardians of 
the Kaʻba. So they were waiting for the fate of Quraish. ‘Amr 
bin Salama was a companion who lived at a distance from 
Madina on a thoroughfare. It has been narrated in Sahih 
Bukhari that he said: 


The Arabs were waiting for (embracement of) Islam of 
Quraish. They said: Let Quraish decide about. the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). If he 
vanquished them, he would undoubtedly be the true Prophet. ` 
‘So when Makka was conquered, all the Arab tribes embraced 
Islam. Ibn Hisham has.further elucidated: And the Arabs were 
waiting for Quraish in so far as Islam was concerned, being 
the chiefs and the leaders of the country and the guardians of 
the Ka‘ba and the sacred Haram and the descendants of 
Hadrat Isma‘il. The Quraish were fighting against the Holy 
Frophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), only in 
apposition of him. When the Quraish surrendered and on 
became dominant, they became sure that they were not 4 
position to oppose and fight against him. They embraced rhe 
- Divine religion as has been mentioned in the Holy Quran: 
When Allah’s succour and triumph cometh. And thou seest 
mankind entering the religion of Allah in troops. (Succour). 
Despite the truth and simplicity of Islam and keen perception 
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and intelligence of the Arab nation, the delay which occurred 
in spreading Islam was mainly due to the opposition of its own 
kith of kin. Now when this stumbling block was removed, 
there remained no hindrance in the advancement of Islam. 


After the conquest of Makka, the fear that its preachers 
would be killed mercilessly, was removed. So the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent 
preachers to all the countries around Arabia to call the people 
the virtues and blessings of Islam and persuade them to 
embrace Islam. The preachers were sent in the following 
manner: 


1) Some army was sent with them for the sake of self- 
defence so that no one could do any harm to them and they 
could preach the religion freely. When the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent Hadrat Khalid 
(may Allah be pleased with him) to Yemen, an army was also 
sent with him; but he was advised not to treat the people 
harshly nor pressurize them. It happened that no one listened 
to their call for six months and they could not do any thing. 
Hadrat Khalid (may Allah be pleased with him) was a 
commander and a victor but he was not an eloquent speaker. 
So the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) sent Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him). As a 
- result of his preaching the whole country embraced Islam. 


Allama Tabari has said about the preachers: The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had sent 
some parties to the neighbourhood of Makka to call the people 
to Islam but he had not ordered them to fight. 


Hadrat Khalid (may Allah be pleased with him) was sent 
to Bani Huzaima to call the people to Islam; but when he shed 
blood and the news reached the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) he stood up, turned his face 
towards the Kaʻba, raised his both hands and said: O Allah! I 
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am not least involved in the action of Khalid. He then sent 
Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased him) who paid blood-money 
for each murder. Out of the armed groups sent for 
propagation of Islam, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Aliah be upon him) sometimes tested the individual and 
the person who had learnt the Holy Quran by heart was 
selected as their leader. Once when he wanted to send out an 
army, he asked every one of them to recite the Holy Quran. 
Among them there was a young man of small age. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to 
him: What do you knew? He replied: He has learnt Surah 
Bagara and other such and such Surahs by heart. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Now 
you are appointed as their commander. 


2) Governors were sent to their countries which came 
under the sway of the Muslims for collecting tribute and 
Zakat. These Governors were famous for their picty and 
integrity. They were also scholars and eloquent speakers. 
Besides collecting dues that they could perform the duty of 
propagation of Islam. The names of some of them are given 
below: 


NAME PLACE PARTICULARS 
Muhajir bin San‘a’ Yemen He was the brother of 
Umayya Umn:.-i-Salama, (wife 


of the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah 
_ be upon him). 


Zayad bin Hadr Maut . He was among the 

Lahid companions > who 
fought the battle of 
Badr. E 
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Khalid bin San‘a’ Yemen 
Sa‘id 
‘Adi bin Hatim Tribe of Tay 
of Yemen 


‘Ala bin Hadrami Bahrain 


Hadrat Abu Zubaid Eden 


Misa Ash‘ari 


Hadrat Mu‘adh Jund 
bin Jabal 


Jurairbin | 
Abdullah Bajali 


Dhul Ka‘ Humairi 


He was among: the 
first Sabiqin and 
emigrants of 
Abyssinia. 


- He wrote on paper for 


the first time. 


He was a famous 
companion and father 
of Hatim Ta’i. 


He was a learned com- . 


panion. Almost all the 
people embraced 
Islam on his call to 
Islam. 


Jurair was a famous 
companion. Dhul Ka‘ 
Humairi belonged to 


the royal family of | 


Yemen. Once one lac 
people prostrated 
before him. When 
they embraced Islam 
at the call of Jurair, 
four thousand 
servants were set free 
to express joy over this 
auspicious occasion. 
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3) Some pcople were specially deputed to propagate Islam. , 
The names of these preachers are in brief given below: 


NAME PLACE OF PREACHING 
‘Ali bin Abū Talib Tribes of Hamdan and 
Judham and Madhhaj. 
Mughira bin Sha‘ba Najran 
Wabara bin Nakhlis Persia 
Muhisa bin Mas ‘td Fadak 
Ahnaf Tribe of Salim 
Khalid bin Walid In the vicinity of Makka 
‘Amr bin Al ‘As ‘Umman 
Mahajir bin Abu ‘Cheap Harith bin ‘Abd Kailal, the 


prince of Yemen. 


4) The cniefs of the tribes embraced Islam at the hand of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and after staying there for some time, they went 
back to their tribes. The names are given as under: 


NAME PLACE 

Tufail bin ‘Amr Al-Dausi Tribe of Daus 

‘Urwa bin Mas‘td . Thaqif 

‘Amir bin Shahr Hamdan 

Dimam bin Tha‘laba Banu Sa‘d 

Mangqadh bin Habban, Bahrain 

Thumama bin Uthal The neighbourhood 
of Najad. 
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Due to the influence of the preachers and propagators, 
Islam was spreading rapidly everywhere. As we have already 
mentioned, preachers had been sent to the neighbourhood of 
Makka after the victory of Makka. In the following verses of 
the Holy Quran, there is an allusion to this event: 


When Allah’s succour and triumph cometh and thou 
seest mankind enterirg the religion of Allah in troops. 
- (Succour) 
During Dhul Hajj, in the 9th Hijra, the proclamation of 
Bara‘ (exemption, reinission) was made and all the people 
embraced Islam without any exception. 


Islam could not spread beyond Hijaz due to the enmity of 
the Quraish and Jews. One would come across only a few 
Muslims; but with the removal of these hurdles only in three 
years i.e. 8th, 9th and 10th Hijra, Islam became a dominant 
religion not only in Yemen, Bahrain, Yamama, ‘Umman but 
also in Iraq and Syria. These are the Arab Provinces where 
big Arab kingdoms existed before the advent of Islam and 
were under the sway of Rome and Persia. However, Islam 
went on conveying its Divine message without the help of 
sword and armies and tne people welcomed it everywhere. 


Yemen 


Of all the Arab countries, Yemen is the most fertile and 
worth seeing country. It is a center of business and culture. 
The big kingdoms of Saba and Humair were there. About 50 
years before the bitth of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), the Christians of Abyssinia 
captured Yemen in 525 and a few. months after the birth of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
the Iranians gained contxol over it and appointed a Governor 
who ruled in Yemen.’ There were several obstacles in the 
movement of Islam in Yemen; for instance, the difference of 
race as the inhabitants of Yemen were Qahtani; and the 
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preacher of Islam was Isma‘iii. The people of Yemen were 
proud of their Kingdom and their ancient glory and 
supremacy and the whole of Arab considered them as their 
undisp! ted leaders and rightful kings. Whenever there was 
any legal Government it was deemed to be the inheritance of 
that fa ny. So when the envoy of Kinda tribe of Yemen which 
belong d to the royal family of Yemen came, the chief of the 
envoy considering the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
_ Allgh b: upon him) to be an Arab ruler asked: O Messenger of 

Aliah! Z re not we and you of the same family. He replied: We 
belong o the family of Nadr bin Kinana which we cannot 
deny. l 


Th: main hurdle in the propagation of Islam in Yemen 
was that it was under the political control of Iran whose 
inhabitants were generally Jews or Christians; but nothing 
stood in their way in accepting Islam. The invitation towards 
Islam has reached Yemen long before the Hijra. There was a 
distinguished tribe of Al-Daus in Yemen. Its chief, Tufail bin 
Amr happened to come to Makka and embraced Islam. During 
this period Kinda tribe came to Makka for Hajj. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) called them to Islam; but they refused to accept it. In the 
7th Hijra, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was sitting in Khaibar. The tribe of Al-Daus shifted 
to Darul Islam after embracing Islam. A famous tribe of 
Ash‘ar of Yemen also embraced Islam without any pressure or 
persuasion along with the muhajirin of Abyssinia and came to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
Abū Huraira, Dausi, Abū Ash‘ari were with that tribe. 


‘Hamdan was the biggest and the most influential 
family in Yemen. At the end of the 8th Hijra, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent 
Hadrat Khalid (may Allah be pleased with him). He called the 
people to Islam for six months; but they did not listen to him. 
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At last the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) called him back and sent Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who called the people and read out to them 
the letter of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). The whole tribe embraced Islam there and then. 


When Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) told the 


Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Ailah be upon him) 
about this event, he prostrated before Allah and said twice: 
Peace be upon Hamdan: 


According to some traditions, when Hamdan came to 
know about the dominance of Islam, he sent ‘Amir bin Shahr 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and said to him: If you are impressed by this religion, we 
shall embrace it; but even if you don’t like it, we shall not 
leave you. When ‘Amir bin Shahr returned, his heart was 
filled with the light of Islam and the whcle tribe had become 
Muslim. Just possible both these incidents might have 
occurred and the success might be due to both of them. 


The people had become friends of Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah 
be pleased with him) in Yemen. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) nominated and sent Hadrat 
‘Ali to call the tribe of Madhhajj to Islam during Rabi-ul- 
Awwal, the 10th Hijra with three hundred riders. He also told 
him that unless they attacked him first do not be hasty to 
attack them. When Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with 
him) entered the land of Madhhajj, he appointed his men to 
receive the land revenue. In the meanwhile, he saw a group of 
the tribe of Madhhajj. Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with 
him) invited them to Islam; but in stead of thanking him they 
began to fling stones and arrows. Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be 
pleased with him) was constrained to organize his troops in 
battle array. Madhhajj ran way and his twenty men were 
killed. The Muslims did not follow them as their aim was self- 
defence only. After this event, the chiefs of the tribe came 
themselves, embraced Islam and declared Islam on behalf of 
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The Chiefs of Persia who had stayed in Yemen wer 
called Abna’. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) sent Wabara bin Nakhlis to call them to Islam 
He stayed as guest in Na‘man bin Bazraj’s House and sent 
letters to Feroze Wailmi, Markud, Wahab bin Manba calling 
them to Islam. All of them embraced Islam. The first who 
learnt the Holy Quran in San‘a’ were Ata, son of Markud and 
Wahab bin Manba. Those who were deputed by the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to preach 
Islam to the common people of Yemen were Mu‘adh bin Jabal 
and Abii Misa Ash‘ari. They were sent to the precincts of 
Yemen. When they were about to-set out, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessirigs of Allah be upon him) gave them briefing 
which in fact contains the guiding principles of preaching 
Islam. He said: Work with ease, don’t be harsh, give good 
tidings to people, don’t annoy, work both of you with co- 
operation. You will come across people who already believe in 
some other religion. On your first visit, teach Tauhid 
(Oneness of God) and faith in Prophethood. When they are 
convinced, tell them that Allah has ordained five times prayer 
daily. When they accept it tell them that Zakat (poor-due) has 
been made obligatory on you and those who are rich and 
affluent should give it to the poor. If they agree, do not select 
and take good things for you. Beware of the curse of the poor, 
needy and down-trodden people as there is no veil between 
them and Allah. Hadrat Abi Misa Ash‘ari said: O Prophet of 
Allah! Wine of barley and honey is prepared in our country. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: All sorts of intoxicants are prohibited. 


Najran 


The district of Najran is situated near Yemen. Najran 
was an important centre of Christianity. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Aliah be upon him) sent Mughira bin 
Sh‘aba who had become a Muslim before the peace of 
Hudaibiya to Najran to call the people to Islam. The 


26 


Christians began to criticise the Holy Quran. He could not 
give replies to their criticism and came back. After this the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent 
them a letter wherein he wrote them: If you do not want to 
embrace Islam, you must show political allegiance and pay 
Jizia. The inhabitants of Najran sent a group consisting of 
Monks and religious leaders to Madina to ascertain the 
position. The detail of this envoy is given in the next pages. 


Beside the Chritians there lived a number of polytheists 
in Najran. One of them was the tribe of Banu Harith Ibn 
Ziyad who worshipped the idol named Madan. He was, 
therefore, known as ‘Abdul Madan (servant of Madan). In 
Rabi-ul-Akhir, the 10th Hijra, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) sent Khalid bin Walid to call 
them to Islam. When Hadrat Khalid reached there, the whole 
tribe embraced Islam. Hadrat Khalid stayed there for a short 
time and taught them the Holy Quran and the principles of 
Islam. 


The embracement of Islam by the people of Yemen from 
the core of their heart without any persuasion or temptation 
was a Veritable blessing of Allah. When the news of the arrival 
of the people of Ash‘ar reached the Holy Prophet (peace and - 
blessings of Allah be upon him) he gave good tidings to the 
Muslims: The inhabitants of Yemen who are gentle, polite 
‘and tender hearted would come tomorrow. When Hamdan 
embraced Islam, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) thanked Allah and prayed for his good 
health. When the envoy. of Hamira and Tamim reached the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) he 
firat addressed Tamim: O Tamim! There is a good tidings for 
you. Thereupon Bani Tamim said: O Messenger of Allah! We 
have received the good tidings. Now. give us something. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
turned away his face saying: What can be more precious than 
a good tiding? Then he addressed the people of Yemen: O the 
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people of Yemen! The inhabitants of Tamim have not 
accepted the good tidings. Now you should receive it. The 
people of Yemen said unhesitatingly: O Messenger of Allah! 
We accept it. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said: I appreciate the faith and wisdom of the 
inhabitants of Yemen. 


On Hajjat-ul-Wada‘, Hadrat ‘Ali and Abu Musa (may 
Allah be pleased with them) who had been sent to Yemen for 
preaching came back and performed Hajj with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The 
newly converted Muslims of Yemen were also with them. 


Islam in Bahrain 


Bahrain was under the rule of Iran. The Arab tribes 
lived in the valleys. The most famous and influential tribes 
among them were those of ‘Abd Al-Qais, Bakr bin Wa’il and 
Tamim. Mangadh bin Habban who belonged to the tribe of 
‘Abd Al-Qais set out for trading. The city of Madina came in his 
way. He, therefore, stayed in Madina. When the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to know 


about his arrival, he came to see him and invited him to. 


Islam. He embraced Islam and learnt the Surah Fatihah, and 
Iqra’ from the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) who gave him a mandate. When he returned from 
the journey he did not tell about that happening to any one 
else; but his wife saw him offering prayer and complained to 
her father, Mundhir bin ‘A’idh. He enquired about it from 
Manqadh. After some discussion that followed, Mundhir also 
became a Muslim. He read out the sacred letter of the Holy 
Prophet. (peace and blessings of Allah be upon’ him) to the 
people who embraced Islam. There is a tradition in Sahih 
Bukhari (Kitab Al-Jum‘ah) that after the Apostle’s Mosque, 
the first Jum‘ah which was delivered in a mosque was that of 
Bahrain. This Mosque is in Jawathi. From this incident it is 
clear that Islam had speared in Bahrain in earlier days. After 
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embracement of Islam, they sent an envoy consisting of 
fourteen leading persons under the control of Mundhir bin 
Harith to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). When this caravan came near the residence of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) they 
longed so much to see him that they jumped from their 
camels and began to kiss his hands but Mundhir observed the 
etiquettes. He changed his clothes and then went to see him 
and kissed his hands. 


In the 8th Hijra, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) sent ‘Ala’ Hadrami to preach Islam in 
Bahrain. Then Mundhir bin Sawa was its Iranian Governor. 
He embraced Islam and with him all Arabs and some non- 
Arabs who were staying there also embraced Islam. There is a 
place called Sajar in Iran whose Iranian ruler was Saibakht. 

` The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
wrote a letter calling him to Islam. He embraced Islam. 


Islam in ‘Umman - 8th Hijra 


This city was under the control of Azd tribe and ‘Ubaida 
and Ja‘far were its chiefs. In the 8th Hijra, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent Abu 
Zaid Ansari (who had learnt the Quran by heart) and ‘Amr bin 
Al-‘As with a letter calling them to the religion of Allah. Both 
the chiefs embraced Islam and on their persuasion all the 
Arabs also embraced Islam. 


Islam in Syria - 9th Hijra 


There were several states of Arabs who were living in 
the neighbourhood of Syria. The state of Ma‘an and its 
districts were under the control of Farwa bin ‘Amr. But the 
latter was himself a Roman Governor. When he was aware of 
the teachings of Islam, he became a Muslim and gave a mule 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
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him) in token of his having embraced Islam. When the Roman 
Christians came to know about it, they got him arrested and 
hanged. On this occasion, the following verse was on his lips: 


Send the Arab chiefs my message that I sacrifice myself 
and my honour on Allah, the Almighty. 


‘Adhra, Balli and Judham tribes lived in the middle of 


Arabia and Syria. The tribe of Balli comprised the family of 
the maternal grandmother’s house of Hadrat ‘Amr bin Al-‘As. 
So he was sent to them along with a party. When he reached 
the pond of Judham, he suspected fight. He informed the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who 
sent an army under the control of Hadrat Abu ‘Ubaida for the 
sake of self-defence. This event is called the battle of Dhat-ae- 
Salasil in the terminology of Ahl-i-Sair. 


Those who accepted the call of Islam; but desired to 
declare their fidelity to Islam, in the presence of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) Arbab-i- 
Sair (touists) call them envoys. The number of these envoys is 


very large. Ibn Ishaq has made a mention of only fifteen 
envoys whereas Ibn Sa‘d has mentioned seventy envoys ' 
Wamyati, Mughaltai, Zain, Iraqi have mentioned the same '- 


number; but the author of the Biography of Syria has 
mentioned about one hundred and four envoys. Although he 
has sometimes quoted weak traditions in support thereof and 
' the names of a number of envoys are ambiguous. However, 
this is a fact that the number of envoys was more than those 
mentioned by Ibn Ishaq. Hafiz Ibn Qayyim and Qastalani has 
mentioned thirty-four envoys as a result of most careful 
research. 


There is no denying the fact that the whole of Arabia 
was waiting as to what was going to be the fate of Makka. 
When Makka was conquered, this uncertainty was removed. 
Now every tribe wanted to go to Dar-ul-Islam and decide for 
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itself. The Arabs were sure that they could not fight against 


the Muslims; but they were aware that they would not be 


pressurized to embrace Islam; and that they could maintain ' 


their existing position by paying Jizia cr signing a treaty. 


After the conquest of Makka, envoys began to pour in 
from all sides and with the exception of a few, all the envoys 
were so much impressed by the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) that on their return, they 
were imbued with the spirit and zeal for Islam. 


The names of the most powerful and influential tribes of 
Arab were Bani Tamim, Banii Sa‘d, Banū Hanifa, Bani Asad, 
Kinda, kings of Humair, Hamdan, Azd and Tayy. They sent 
their envoys to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him); some of them were of political nature, the aim 
behind which was to enter into a treaty of peace with the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) as a 
victor and conqueror; but majority of them began to 
understand the truth of Islam and adopted it. These envoys 
generally came in the 8th, 9th and 10th Hijra after the 
conquest of Makka. But it would not be out of place to make 
the mention of a few earlier envoys. 


Muzaina 


This was a big tribe of Arabia which reached Egypt and 
established their relations with Quraish. Na‘man, a famous 
companion who was the chief of the tribe of Muzaina at the 
time of the conquest of Makka belonged to that tirbe. He was 
the conqueror of Isphahan. In the 5th Hijra an envoy of four 
hundred men of this tribe came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of-Allah be upon him) and embraced Islam. Iraqi 

has written in his poetic biography: 


The first envoy which came to Madina in the ou Hijra 
was from the tribe of Muzaina. ‘ 
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Banū Tamim 


The envoy of Banu Tamim came with great pomp and 
show. It comprised the big chiefs of this tribe, for instance, 
Aqra‘ bin Habis, Zabarqan, ‘Amr bin Al-Ahtam, Na‘im bin 
Yazid and ‘Uyaina bin Hisn Fazari who used to attack on the 
boundaries of Madina also accompanied them. Although these 
people had come to embrace Islam, yet they were full of Arab 
pride and arrogance. When they reached the Masjid-i-Nabvi, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was in the house. They said: We have come here for 
mufakhira with you. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) gave the permission. ‘Atarid Ibn Hajib 
who was famous speaker and recipient of the role of velvet for 
delivering an excellent speech in the court of Nushirwan, 
stood up and made an eloquent speech on the achievements of 
his tribe which are in brief given below: 


Thanks to God due to Whose grace we are owners of a 
kingdom and big treasures and we are most honoured people 
in the East. No one can excel us. He who claims to be our 
equal, should count the qualities and virtues which we 
possess. 


After delivering his sermon ‘Atarid sat down. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked 
Thabit bin Qais to answer. The gist of his speech is as under: 


Praise be to Allah Who created the earth and the sky. He 
gave us kingdom and chose the best amongst His servants 
who is from the most noble family, most true, and of most 
noble conduct. He was the choice of the whole world. So Allah 
gave him Divine Book. He called the people to Islam. The 
Muhajirin (emigrants) first accepted the call and then we 
(Ansar) followed it. We are the Ansar of Allah and the 
Ministers of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). When the speeches were over, there was the turn of the 
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verses. The following eulogy was read by the famous poet 
Zabarqan Ibn Badr of Tamim. 


- We are the most honourable amongst the nobles And 
there is not a tribe to rival our greatness, kings are born from 
our seed. 


And we be the founders of churches. è 


It has been reported that a person delivered a sermon in 
Madina. The whole gathering wondered at the eloquence of 
his speech. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) said: There are some speeches which 
work miracles. It is quite evident that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had said these 
words on the speech of Zabarqan. When Zabarqan had 
delivered his speech, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) looked at Hassan bin Thabit, the 
Prophet’s poet. He said: . 


The nobles of the Fihr (Quraish) tribe and their 
brethren have shown the path to the people which they 
follow. . 


Among the envoys there was Aqra‘ bin Habis, a famous 
Arab Governor. The appeal regarding the cases was sent to 
him and the people hardly raised any objection to his 
decisions. He was a fire-worshipper before embracing Islam. 
He said: When I came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) along with the envoy he said: 
The one whom I praise shines and to the one whom I 
condemn stigma is attached. When the cornpetition of 
speeches and poems was over, the envoy admitted that the 
speakers and poets of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) were supcrior to their speakers and 


poets. 
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Banu Sa‘d 


Banu Sa‘d sent Dimam bin Tha‘laba as ambassador. As 
to how did he come to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and perform his duty, the inherent 
nature and forbearance of the Arabs can be easily understocd. 


It has been reported by Anas bin Malik: We were sitting 
in the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). A person came riding on a camel. He 
unmounted in the court-yard of the mosque. He then: 
enquired whose name is Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). The people gave a hint towards him and 
said; That fair-complexioned who is sitting against the pillow. 
He drew near him and said: O son of Abdul Muttalib! The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Yes. He said: I shall ask some questions harshly from you: Do 
not be angry. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said: Ask what do you want. He said: Swear by 
Aliah that you have been sent by Him as Prophet to the whole 
of the world. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said: Yes. Then he said: Swear that Allah has 
ordained five prayers daily. In the same way he asked about 
Zakat, Fast, Hajj and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) replied in the affirmative. When he had 
heard all the commandments of Islam, he said: My name is 
Dimam bin Tha‘laba and I have been sent by my people. I am 
now going and I shall not add or substraci anything from what 
you have said to me. When he had gone, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: If he is true, 
he is successful. . 


f Dimam went back and said to his people: Lat and ‘Uzza 
are good for nothing. They replied: What are you saying? May 
you not go mad or get leprosy. He said: I swear by Allah that 
they can neither help nor do any harm to you. I declare my 
faith in the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him). The effect of this brief but impressive speech was 


that every man and woman of the tribe embraced Islam 
before evening. 


Ash‘arain 


Ash‘arain was a respectable tribe of Yemen. Abu Musa 
Ash‘ari belonged to that tribe. When they heard about the 
Prophethood of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) fifty-three persons intended to migrate to Madina. 
Hadrat Abū Musa Ash‘ari was also in that caravan. These 
people travelled by ship. The dashing wind turned the ship to 
Abyssinia. There they met Ja‘far bin Tayyar. They took him 

. with them. At that time Khaibar had been conquered by the 
Muslims and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was in Khaibar. The people visited the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in 
Khaibar. i 


The above incident has been narrated in Şahih Muslim 
(virtues of Ash‘arain). It has been narrated in Sahih Bukhari 
that when the envoy of Ash‘arain came, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: The people of 
Yemen are coming to you. They are tender-hearted, gentle 


and polite. Hadrat Anas has reported in Masnad Ahmad bin - 


Hanbal that when the envoy of Ash‘arain arrived, these 
people recited the following verses: 


We shall meet our friends, Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and his followers tomorrow. 


When they met the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him), they said: O Messenger of Allah! We 
have come here to learn some principles of our Faith and 
about the creation of the universe. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Previously there was 
only God and nothing else and His Throne was on water. 
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Daus - 7th Hijra 


Daus is a famous tribe of Arabia. Hadrat Abū Huraira 

- (may Allah be pleased with him) belonged to this tribe. The 

famous poet and chief of this tribe was Tufail bin ‘Amr. He 

went to Makka before Hijra. The Quraish had forbidden him 

not to contact the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 

be upon him) but once he happened to enter the Haram by 

chance. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him) was busy in prayer. He was impressed by the Holy 

Quran and came to him and said: Teli me the truth about 

Islam. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him) taught him Islam, and recited the verses of the 

Holy Quran. He embraced Islam from the core of his heart. 

When he returned to his country, he called the people to 
Islam. But the evil of adultery was common in the tribe. 
Thinking that Islam would impose restrictions on adultery, 
they hasitated to accept this religion. Tufail came tô the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
explained the position to him. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Aliah be upon him) prayed: O Allah! Guide the 
tribe of Daus to the right path and then said to Tufail: Call 
the pecple to Islam with politeness and courtesy. In short, due 
to the blessings of the Prophet’s prayer (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and the preaching and. persuasion of 
Tufail, people embraced Islam including Hadrat Abū Huraira 
who migrated to Madina. 


Banu Harith Bin Ka‘ - 9th Hijra. 


It was a very noble family of Najran. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent Hadrat Khalid 
to call them to, Islam. They embraced Islam from the core of 
their heart. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) called the people to Madina. So Qais Ibn Al-Hisn 


- and Yazid bin ‘Abdul Madan came to the Holy Prophet (peace 


and blessings of Allah be upon him). Since these tribes had 
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often an upper hand over the Arabs in batt.cs, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to 
them: What are the causes of your victory? They said: We 
always stand united against the enemy and avoid aggression. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
appointed Qais as their chief. 


The Tribe of Tayy 


There was a famous tribe in Yemen, namely Tayy. Thi 
chiefs of the tribe were Zaid al-Khail and ‘Adi bin Hatim Tayy 
and had separate states. Zaid was a famous poet, a speaker 
and a handsome and generous person in the age of Ignorance. 
During the 9th Hijra, he came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) along with some other 
respectable persons. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) gave him an invitation to Islam. He and 
his companions embraced Islam with a sincere heart. Zaid was 
known as al-Khail due to his fast riding. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) changed his 
surname into Zaid al-Khair. 


‘Adi bin Hatim 


‘Adi was the son oi the renowned Hatim Tayy and the 
chief of Tayy tribe. He was a Christian. They got one-fourth of 
the income of the state like other Arab rulers. When the 
Muslim army entered Yemen, he fled away to Syria. His sister 
was arrested and came to Madina. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent him back with great 
respect and honour. She went to his brother and said to him 
to go to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) irrespective of the fact. that he is a Prophet or a 
ruler. So ‘Adi came to Madina. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was in the mosque. He 

greeted him. After responding his greeting, the Holy Prophet 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked his name 
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and led him to his house. In the meanwhile, an old woman 
came and stopped him in the way. She talked with them for a 
long time. ‘Adi was himself a chief and had seen the court of 
the Romans in Syria. He wondered how can a ruler deal with 
an old woman on an equal basis. He was convinced that he 
was not a ruler. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) entered the house. There was a cushion of 
leather which.he gave to ‘Adi who. sat on it after some 
hesitation. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: O ‘Adi! Do you take Marba‘ from your people . 
though it is prohibited in Christianity. Then the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) questioned: Is 
there any god except Him? He said: No. He again questioned: 
Is any one.-greater than God? He replied: No. The Holy 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Curse be upon the Jews and the Christians who have gone 


astray. 

In short, ‘Adi embraced Tlam and remained devoted to it 
so much so that the period of apostasy did not have even the 
least effect on him. The impact of the generosity of his father 
could be clearly observed in him. Once a person demanded 
one hundred rupees from him. He replied: By God, I will not 

‘give this money to you as you have demanded such a paltry 
amount from the son of Hatim. 


The Envoy of Thaqif | 


You might be remembering that when the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) returned after 
raising the siege of Ta’if, the companions asked him to pray 
that curse may fall on them. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) prayed in the following words: 
O Allah! Guide the Thagif to the right path and send them to 
me. 


The Divine effect of the prayer of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). was that the tribe 
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which could not be subdued at the point of sword bowed their 
heads before the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) august personality and all of them surrendered to 
Islam. Ta’if was ruled by two chiefs; one of them was ‘Urwa 
bin Mas‘iid about whom the Arabs used to say that if any 
Divine faith had been revealed in Makka, it would have been 
_ revealed on him. Although ‘Urwa had not yet embraced Islam, 
he had excellent qualities of head and heart. The peace of 
Hudaibiya was the result of his negotiations. When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was about 
to return from Ta'if, ‘Urwa embraced Islam by the grace of 
Allah. No sooner did the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) reached Madina than he came to ‘Urwa 
who embraced Islam and went back. He called the others to 
Islam. The people condemned and abused him. Early in the 
morning when he called Adhan from the top of his house, 
arrows were shot at him from all sides so that he suffered 
martyrdom. He made a will that he should be buried near the 
other martyrs of the siege of Ta’if. The blood of ‘Urwa did not 
go waste. When Askhar bin ‘Aila, the chief of Ahmas heard 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had besieged Ta’if, he proceeded with some riders; but 
then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
tum) had left Ta’if and returned to Madina. Askhar had 
determined that unless the inhabitants of Ta’if did not 
surrender, he would not give up the siege. At last they 
surrendersed. Askhar went. to the Masjid-i-Nabvi and 
conveyed this good news to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) who collected the people in 
the mosque and prayed for Ahmas ten times. After a few days 
the Arabs decided that since almost all the people have 
embraced Islam, they could do nothing except that some 
envoys should be sent to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). 


When these envoys set out for Madina, the joy of the 
Muslims knew no bound. First of all Maghira bin Shu‘ba ran 
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to convey thıs happy news to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). On the way, he met Hadrat 
Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him). He got an oath 
from Maghira that he would let him first convey this good 
tidings to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). Mughira taught these people the etiquettes of 
greeting the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him); but these people adopted their old custom. 


‘Abd Yalil was the famous leader or the envoy of Ta’if. 
Although he was still a disbeliever, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) led him in the mosque so 
as to impress him by the devotion and fidelity of the Muslims. 
These people were kept in a tent pitched in the court-yard of 
the mosque. They remained present during the sermon and 
prayer but did not participate in them. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not as usual 
mention his name in the sermon. 


These people discussed this point among themselves and 
said: Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirms before us that he is a Messenger. of Allah; but he 
himself does not affirm this fact in his sermon. Muhammad 
ipeace and blessings of Allah be upon him) heard this, he said: 
First of all I bear witness that I am a Messenger from Allah. 


Among the delegation, ‘Uthman bin Abi Al-‘As was of 
small age. When they came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) they sent ‘Uthman to his 
residence considering him to be a child. Although ‘Uthman 
was small in age, yet he was very intelligent and inquisitive. It 
was his habit that when the delegates were having a nap, he 
went to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and learnt the Holy Quran and other points about 
Islam. Thus he had learnt almost all the essential knowledge 
about Islam. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) always preached Islam to them. He frequently 
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visited them after the ‘Isha’ prayer; talked with them while he 
was standing. He usually talked about the atrocities 
perpetrated by the Quraish of Makka on them and about the 
battles which the Muslims had to encounter in Madina. 
At last they agreed to embrace Islam; but they offered the 
following conditions: 


1) Restriction should not be imposed on adultery as most of 
us do not marry and there is no other alternative for 
them. 


2) As our only business and source of income is usury, it 
should not be prohibited. 


3) Drinking should not be prohibited. Grapes grow in 
abundance in our country and we earn a lot from this 
business. 


But these three conditions were rejected. At last they 
agreed to withdraw their conditions; but said: What do you 
say about our god (the biggest idol, Lat of Ta’if)? The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: It 
shall be broken. They wondered if any person could dare 
touch their great god. They said: If our idol happens to know 
this intention of yours, he would raze the whole city to the 
ground. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) could 
not bear this any longer. He said: How much ignorant are 
you? Manat is only a stone. Thereupon the people said: O 
‘Umar! We have not come to you. Then they said to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): We dare 
not teuch Manat with our hands. You may do what you like; 
but- please do not insist us. on this intrepidity. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) conceded 
their request. l s 


These people also requested that they may be exempted 
from prayer, Zakat and Jihad. Exemption from prayer was not 
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possible under any circumstances and it is obligatory five . 


times daily; but Zakat is obligatory after one year and Jihad is 
a Fard-e-Kifdya and it is not incumbent upon every one. Even 
if it be incumbent; there are special occasions for it. Due to 
the above reason, they were not compelled for Zakat and 
Jihad. He knew that when they would embrace Islam, they 
would begin to pay Zakat and perform Jihad. Hadrat Jabir has 
reported that after this incident, I heard the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) saying: When they 
would embrace Islam they would begin. to pay Zakat and 
perform Jihad. After two years, on the occasion of Hajjat-ul- 
Wada‘, there was hardly any person of Thaqif tribe who had 
not embraced Jslam. 


When the envoy returned, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon nim) sent Abu Sufyan and Maghira 
to break the big idol, Lat in accordance with the condition of 
the treaty. When Moghira reached Ta’if and tried to raze the 
idols to the ground, women came out bareheaded weeping 
reciting the following verses: 


Cry over the people (of Thaqif). Thé. cowards have 
surrendered their idols to the enemies without any fighting. 


Polygamy was in vogue among the Arabs. A famous chief 
_of the tribe of Thaqif, Ghailan Ibn Salama had ten wives. 
When he embraced Islam, he retained only four wives in 
accordance with the principle of Islam and divorced the rest. 


The Envoy of Najran 


Najran is the name of a vast district situated. at a 
distance of seven manazil from Makka towards Yemen. There 
was a magnificent Church of the Chritians in Najran, which 
was called Ka‘ba by them after the name of Ka‘ba by the 
Muslims. In this church there lived great religious leaders 
known by the titles of Sayyid and ‘Aqib. No religious centre 
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could vie with it. A‘sha writes about it: This Ka‘ba had been 
built in the shape of a dome and three hundred skins of 
leather were used in it. Any one who entered it became 
immune from all sorts of dangers. The income of the property 
attached to it was two lacs per annum. 


When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) wrote a letter inviting them to Islam, these 
custodians and guardians of the Ka‘ba came to Madina with 
sixty men. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) led them to the mosque. When there was time for 
prayer, these people expressed their desire to offer prayer. 
The companions stopped them; but the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Let them pray. So 
those people offered their prayer facing the east. Abu Haritha, 
the Lord Bishop was a very learned and honourable man. The 
King of Rome had given him this status and had got the 
churches and cathedrals built for him. The people asked many 
questions from the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


be upon him) and he answered those i aaa with the help - 


of revelations. 


During their stay, the first eighty Surahs of Al-i-‘Imran 
were revealed where-in the answers to their questions were 
given. The verse in which Islam is explained is given below: 


Say: O people of the scripture! Come to an agreement 
between us and you: that we shall worship none but 
Allah, and that none of us shall take others for lords 
beside Allah. And if they turn away, then say: Bear 
witness that we are they who have surrendered (unto 
Him). _ 
(Al-i-‘Imran) 


When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) invited them to Islam, they said: We are already 
Muslims. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) said: How can it be possible when you bow before 
the cross and consider Christ as the son of God. When these 
people did not agree, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) asked them for Mubahila in accordance 
with the teachings of Islam i.e. both should bring their 
families and pray that curse be upon the one who was a liar. 


But when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) took Hadrat Zahra and Hasan, Husain with him 
for the sake of Mubahila, a person from the other party gave 
his opinion against Mubahila saying: If this person is really a 
Prophet we will: be ruined for ever. In short, these people 
_ made peace after agreeing to pay Jizya per annum. 


Banii Asad - 9th Hijra 


This tribe used to fight side by side with the Quraish 
and was their main strength. Talaiha bin Khuwailid who had 
claimed for Prophethood in the period of Hadrat Abi Bakr 
(may Allah be pleased with him) belonged to this tribe. These 
people also embraced Islam in the 9th Hijra and sent their 
envoy; but they were still intoxicated with pride. When the 
envoy came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) they said in an obliging tone: You have not sent 
any mission to us; but we have embraced Islam on our own 
accord. Thereupon the following verse was revealed: 


They make ita favour unto thee (Muhammad) that they have 
surrendered (unto Him) Say: Deem not your surrender a 
favour unto me; nay but Allah doth confer a favour on you, 
inasmuch as He hath led you to the Faith, if ye are earnest. 
(The Private Apartments) 


Banu Fazara - 9th Hijra 


This was a very arrogant and powerful tribe ‘Uyaina bin 
Hisn belonged to this tribe. When the Holy Prophet (peace 
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and blessings of Allah be upon.him) returned from Tabuk in 
Ramadan in the 9th Hijra, this h tribe sent their envoy to him 
and embraced Islam. 


Kinda - 10th Hijra 


This was one of the cities of Yemen under the control of 
Kinda family. The ruler of this tribe was Ash‘ath bin Qais. 
They visited the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) with great pomp and show in the 10th Hijra, 
along with eighty riders. They had covered their shoulders 
with hira sheets whose borders were made of velvet. When 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
saw. them, he questioned: Have you not embraced Islam? 
They said: Yes. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: Then why this 
velvet? They tore their sheets without any hesitation and 
threw them. - 


During his caliphate Hadrat ‘Umar (may Aliah be 
pleased with him) married his sister to him. After the Nikah, 
he stood up, went to the camel market and cut off the legs of 
every camel which came in his way. In a short while, a 
number of camels fell to the ground. The people were 
surprised. He said: Had I been in my kingdom, I would have 
managed this otherwise. After this he paid the price of the 
camels and said: This is your feast. He had participated in the 
battle of Qadisiya and Yarmuk and he was with Hadrat ‘Ali 
(may Allah be pleased with him) in Safin. 


‘Abd Al-Qais. 


As we have already said this tribe was lived in Bahrain. 


They were under the impact of Islam since long. First of all . 


thirteen men of this tribe came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in the fifth Hijra or 
nearabout. 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said to them: How are you? They replied: O Messenger 
of Allah! We are descendants of Rabi‘a. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) greeted them. ‘ 


Then these people said: O Messenger of Allah! Our 
country (Bahrain) is far off and the habitations of disbelievers 
fall in our way; so we cannot come over here except in the 
months of Haram. Teach us a few things which we must 
always observe and preach the others to act upon them. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
I ordain four things for you, believe in One Allah, offer prayer, 
keep fast and pay Zakat and I forbid from four things namely, 
duba, huntam, naqir and muzfat. The latter were utensils of 
four kinds in which wine was prepared. It was usual with the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) that 
in his speeches he made a special mention of the vices which 
were rampant in a particular tribe. The people wondered why. 
did the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon — 
him) make a special mention of the utensils. They questioned: ' 
What do you know about naqir. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: You hollow a big wood of 
date and pour water into it; when water stops boiling, you 
drink it and swing your sword on your brothers. By chance, 
there was a person among the envoy who had come across 
this happening and there was a cut of sword on his forehead 
which he was hiding due to shame. 


According to some traditions ‘Abd Al-Qais himself 
enquired from the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) as to what they should drink and he mentioned 
the names of these four things (which are prohibited as these 
were used for wine) ` 


Banu ‘Amir - 9th Hijra 


The tribe of Banu ‘Amir was a branch of the famous 
Arab tribe Qais bin ‘Ailan. There were at that time three 
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chiefs in Bani ‘Amir namely, ‘Amir bin Tufail, Arbad bin 
Qais and Jabbar bin Salma. ‘Amir and Arbad were ambitious 
for power. ‘Amir was the person who had been the cause of 
many a mischief and had come with an evil intention. Jabbar 
and the common people of the tribe were true and sincere. 


‘Amir stayed at the house of a woman of Salul family. 
Jabbar and the well-known companion, Ka‘b ibn Malik knew 
each other before. So he came to his house as a guest along 
with thirteen men and Ka‘b took them to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). During the talk, 
Banii ‘Amir addressed the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) saying: 


You are our master. The Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Allah is our Lord and 

_ Master. He again said: You are the best and. the most 

generous amongst us. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings - 

of Allah be upon him) observed: When you talk you should be 

aware that the devil may not lead you astray. Briefly speaking 
this formality and flattery is also a lie. - 


‘Amir bin Tufail said: Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), there are three alternatives. You may rule 
over the inhabitants of desert; but the cities would remain in 
my possession. If you do not accept that, declare me your 
successor. If again you do not agree I would overrun you with 
the horsemen of Ghatafan. ‘Amir had conspired with Arbad: I 
shall keep Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) busy in talking while you attack and kill him. Now when 
‘Amir cast a glance at Arbad, he had not even the power to 
move. The Divine awe and magnificence of Prophethood had 
dazzled his eyes and both stood up and went out. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gaid: O 
Allah! Save me from their evil. ‘Amir suffered from plague. It 
was shameful for the Arabs to be bed-ridden. ‘Amir asked to 
ride him on the horse and then he breathed his last. Jabbar 
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and the other people came back from Dar-ul-Islam enriched 
with the blessings of Faith. 


Envoy of Hamir 


There did not exist any lasting kingdom in Hamir. The 
sons of Hamir had established petty states of their own and 
they were their so called rulers. They did not themselves 
came but sent their messengers with the message that they 
had embraced Islam. During this period the delegates of 
Bahira, Banū Bakka etc. also arrived. 


THE FOUNDATION OF THE RULE OF ALLAH 
ESTABLISHMENT OF KHILAFAT ON EARTH 


The day dawns after the dark and dismal night. Dark 
and deep clouds give way and the bright sun begins to shed its 
light. The world was engrossed in sin and vice. All of a sudden, 
the day, full of bliss and hope dawned and the light of Faith 
and Truth illuminated the whole world. Just as the Arabs 
now believed in One God, in the sameway they showed their 
allegiance to one ruler. Allah, the Almighty has promised: 


` Allah has promised such of you as believe and do good 
works and that He will surely make them to succeed (the 
present rulers) in the earth even as He caused those who 
were before them to succeed (others); and that He will surely 
establish for them their religion which He hath approved for 
them and will give them in exchange safety after their fear. 

They serve Me. They ascribe nothing as partner unto Me. 
(Light) 


Caliphate is not an essential condition of Prophethood; 
but when Islam clashes against the politics of a country or 
when the attempt to reform suffers a set-back due to 
lawlessness, we have to take a daring action like Ibrahim and 
Musa (peace be upon them) to deliver the people from the 
tyranny of Namrūd and Pharaoh, Hadrat ‘Isa and Yahya 
(peace be upon them) were also Prophets, but they had no 
share in the Government, whereas Hadrat Musa, Dawud and 
Sulaiman (peace upon them) were the rulers of great 
kingdoms; but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) not only fulfilled the mission of Hadrat Isa and 
Hadrat Yahya (peace be upon them) but also that of Hadrat 
Misa and Hadrat Dawud (peace be upon them). The teasures 
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of Arabia lay at his feet; but the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had no soft bed or delicate 
food nor royal robe in his house. He had no money or coins in 
his pocket. At the time when the Kings of Kisra and Qaisar 
could not vie with him, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) wrapped in a blanket, the orphan of 
Makka, looked to be an innocent angel of the sky. ; 


The aim and object of the rule of Islam, in the words of 
the Holy Quran, are given below: 


Sanction is given unto those who fight because they have 
been wronged; and Allah is indeed able to give them victory. 
Those who have been driven from their homes unjustly only 
because they said: Our Lord is Allah. For had it not been for 
Allah’s repelling some men by means of others, cloisters and 
churches and oratories and mosques, wherein the name of 
Allah is often mentioned, would assuredly have been pulled 
down. Verily, Allah helpeth one who helpeth Him. Lo! Allah is 
Strong, Almighty. 

(The Pilgrmage) 


It has been mentioned in detail in the above verse as to 
why the battles were fought, what were the aims and objects 
of the rule of Islam and what are the duties and obligations of 
Khilafat and in which respect, it is different from other 
Governments. The basic Principles and details are given in 
the next pages. Here we are giving only a general idea and 
some facts about it. 


It has already been mentioned above, law and order had 
been restored in Arabia. No political problems remained to be 
solved. The preachers of Islam had gone far and near in the 
country. The tribes were coming to visit the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) from distant 
places. The day on which Makka was conquered on the 8th 
Hijra of Ramadan was in fact the day of sovereignty of the 
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Muslims. After this event the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) appointed men to collect 
Zakat from the people. In short, all the requirements of the 
Khilāfat of Allah were completed and fulfilled at the end of 
the 10th Hijra during Hajjat-ul-Wadā‘ 


According to the biased European writers, this period 
was a period of luxurious living like the Asian kings in the life 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) ; but those aware of the reality saw him working 
untiringly in streets for the welfare of the poor and needy and 
down-trodden humanity in torn clothes. He did not need any 
crown throne, court or palace or servants or courtiers. He 
required no wealth or property or attendants or pomp and 
` show. He ruled the hearts without all such things. He had 
neither any police nor any big offices for administrative 
purposes. He had no office-bearers or ministers for his Shiira; 
no political chiefs or separate officers and judges. He 
performed every service and duty himself; but despite this 
fact, he never, in the least, considered himself superior to any 
man. According to him his loving daughter, Fatimah (may 
Allah be pleased with her) and a common man deserved equal 
treatment in the court of law 


The main aim of his Prophethood was to call the people 
to Islam, to reform their conduct and behaviour and to purify 
their souls. All other duties and obligations were secondary. 
Due to these reasons, the administrative steps were taken in 
so for as they were helpful in removing the obstacles in the 
way of Tauhid. ` 


Internal Administration | 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was sixty; but he still managed all the affairs of the 
country himself i.e. appointment of preachers, officials, 
Governors, Mu’adhdhins' and Imams, nomination of collectors 
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of Zakat and Jizia, treaties with other countries, distribution 
of property, land among the Muslim tribes, equipment of 
army, decision of court cases, ending civil wars among the 
tribes, providing funds to the envoys,’ issuing ordinances, 
settlement of the affairs of the newly converted people, 
issuing verdicts in the light of the Shari‘ah, prescribing 
‘punishments for crimes, settlement of important political 
issues, looking after the office-bearers and holding enquiries. 
Some of the companions were appointed to govern and control 
the affairs of far off provinces; but so far as Madina and its 
surrounding places were concerned, he managed the affairs 
himself. 


The duties and obligations of the Khilafat of Allah put a 
great strain on his brain and shattered his health. It is 
evident from the various traditions that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to offer 
Tahajjud prayer sitting during the last days of his life. What 
was the cause of this weakness. Let us hear it in the language 
of Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her), the 
greatest interpreter of the life of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). 


‘Abdullah bin Shafiq has reported that he enquired from 
Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her): Did the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) offer 
prayer sitting. She said: Yes, when the people had exhausted 
him. 


‘Command of the Army 


So for as small encounters and saraya were concered, the 
armies were led by the great companions but, big wars and 
battles were led by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) himself so that in the battles of Badr, 
Uhud, Khaibar, Makka and Tabuk it was the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who led the 
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command. Battles in Islam did not mean only to use the army 
to fight to the best advantages and to gain the victory; but to 
see that the army is observing the moral conduct and 
behaviour ard spiritual standards set by Islam. Such instances 
have been 11entioned in detail in Ahadith where the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
admonished the Mujahidin (fighters in the cause of Islam) on 
commitment of even small aggression and tyranny. The laws 
of war were framed by Islam for this purpose. 


Verdicts 


During his life though several companions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) issued 
verdicts; but this duty was often performed by him. He had 
not fixed any time for this purpose but he answered to the 
questions of the people at any time when he was sitting, 
standing or walking. Imam Bukhari has divided these verdicts 
into many chapters in Kitab, Al-‘Iim. This duty of Khilafat 
was performed by Hadrat ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with 
him) during his caliphate. He made development in it and 
established a permanent department for it. 


Qadi Courts 


Although the Qadi courts had been established during 
the life of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and Hadrat ‘Ali and Mu‘adh bin Jabal (may Allah 
be pleased with them) had been appointed by him as judges of 
Yemen, yet the cases of Madina and those of its precincts 
were dealt by him. There was no restriction on the cases. 
Imam Bukhari has written a chapter entitled: 


No guard had beer. posted at the door of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and biessings of Allah be upon him).. 
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Due to the above reason, he knew no rest even in his 
house. The affairs of women were usually heard by the female 
inmates of the house. The number of his desisions is so large 
that a voluminous book can be prepared on them. In the hook 
of traditions, Albuyu‘, civil cases and in the book, Al-Qisas, 
criminal cases have been mentioned. 


Instructions and Orders 


This was such an important work that although no 


regular department existed so far, the work of issuing > 


instructions and orders had been started in its initial stage. 
Hadrat Zaid bin Thabit and Mu‘awiya (may Allah be pleased 
with them) were appointed for this purpose. The other 
companions also performed this task from time to time. The 
letters which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) had written to the kings and rulers, the 
contracts with the forcigners and the orders issued to the 
Muslim tribes and written orders sent to the collectors and 
governors, the register for the army and the Ahadith dictated 
to the companions were included therein. Zurqani has added a 
separate chapter based on these written instructions and 
orders. When Allah raised him to the status of Prophethood 
he gave up all his personal interests. So the people who came 
_ to him were interested in Khilafat-e-Illahi, Prophethood etc. 
and he entertained them accordingly. 


A majority of them came for embracement of Islam. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
specially appointed Hadrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) for this purpose since the beginning of his Prophethood. 
Whenever any poor Muslim came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and he saw that he 
needed clotles he ordered Hadrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased 
with him) who borrowed money and arranged for his meal 
and clothes. When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) got some money, he paid up the debt. If 
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any one gave him a gift, he spent it to fulfil the need of the 
_needy. Sometimes, he persuaded his companions to give 
sadaqa and charity. The income thus accrued was spent to 
help the poor and the destitute and the Muhajirin 
(emigrants). Once a group of Muhajirin (emigrants) came to 
him. They were bare-footed and were covering their bodies in 
a single sheet and swords were hanging around their necks. 
When the Eoly Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) saw their miserable condition, the complexion of his face 
changed. He asked Hadrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 


` him) to call Adhan. After prayer, he addressed the people and 


persuaded them to help these people. The effect of his speech 
was that a person from Ansar stood up and put before him a 
bag which was so heavy that he could hardly carry it. This 
infused a new spirit among the people and in the twinkling of 
an eye, heaps of corn and clothes lay before the Muhajirin. 


After the conquest of Makka, religious envoys from far 
and near began to pour in. The Holy Prophet (peace: and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to entertain them 
personally. He had so much regard for them that the last will 
which he made read like this: Send gifts to the envoys as I - 
used to send. s : 


Looking after the Health of the Patients 


It was a religious obligation to look after the health of 
the patients and to take part in the burial of the dead. So 
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) came to Madina, it was the common practice that the 
relatives of the deceased informed him and he prayed and 
sought forgiveness from Allah for the deceased. But in some 
respect this practice was also connected with Khilafat because 
some companions wanted to dedicate or give their property in 
charity to Islam. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) guided them in the matter. He did not 
take part in the funeral prayer of those who were under debt. 
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So their successors or inheritors and the other companions 
were compelled to pay off the debt. In this way some disputed 
matters were settled. There area number of such instances in 
Ahadith. 


Muhtasib 


During the period of dominance of Islam, the 
department of Muhtasib (accountability) was a permanent 
department which investigated into the moral conduct and 
behaviour of the people regarding the matters pertaining to 
buying and selling and others; but this did not exist in the life 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and he himself performed this duty. 


Off and on he instructed every individual as regards his 
moral obligations and religious duties. He also looked after 
business matters. In Arabia, business affairs deserved special 
attention and as soon as he arrived in Makka he introduced 
reforms. But it was the duty of the department to which they 
were accountable to compel them to act upon the reforms. So 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 

- exercised much vigilance over these matters to see that the 
instructions are strictly followed. Those who did not act upon 
them were punished. It has been mentioned in Sahih Bukhari, 
.Kitab Al-Buyu': 


It has been reported by Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar 
(may Allah be pleased with him) that he saw in the days of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
that those who purchased corn by estimate were punished for 
selling it at the place of its purchase before ng it to their 
house. 


Sometimes he went to the bazar to see the position 
. himself. Once when he was passir: through the bazar, he saw 
a heap of corn. When he put his’hand into it, he felt that it 
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was wet. He said to the shopkeeper: What is it? He replied: It 
has become wet due to rain. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Then why have you not 
placed it (wet corn) above so that every one could see it. 
Those who cheat are not among us. 


The most important duty among the duties of 
accountability -was that of holding an inquiry into the actions 
and deeds, of the officers. When they received Zakat and 
Sadaqa, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) made sure if they had not used any illegal or unfair 
means. Once he appointed Ibn Al-Latbiyya to collect Şadaqa. 
When he returned after performing his duty and the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) held an 
inquiry he said: This money belongs to the Muslims and that 
. they have given to me in gift. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: When you were in home, 
why did this gift not reach you? Then he held a general 
meeting in which he prohibited this act strictly. Islam has 
come to settle the disputes of the whole world, especially 
those of the Arabs. Hence the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) considered this work as his 
primary duty. When he came to know of any dispute he tried 
to settle it on priority basis. Once when a dispute arose 
between some persons of Banu ‘Amr bin ‘Auf tribe and he 
knew about it, he went to reconcile them accompanied by a 
few companions. It took some time and there was time for 
prayer. Hadrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) called 
the Adhan, but even then the Holy Prophet (peace ana 
blessings of Allah be upon him) did not turn up. After waiting 
for some time they appointed Hadrat Abu Bakr (May Allah be 
please with him) as Imam and stood up for prayer. By this 
time, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) entered the mosque and passing through the rows, 
reached the first row. The people began to clap their hands. 
When Hadrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
turned his face, he saw the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
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of Allah be upon him) standing. Although the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) beckoned him to 
continue; but Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
considered that it was against the etiquettes to ‘lead the 
prayer in the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), so he came back. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be apuy him) came 
forward and stood in his place. 


Once a dispute arose among the inhabitants of Quba’. It 
took such a worse turn that they flung stones at one another. 
When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) came to know, he went there along with some of his 
companions to reconcile them. These two events have been 
mentioned separately by Imam Bukhāri; but according to the 


research, these are two parts of the same event. According to ` 


the other Traditions of Bukhāri, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) went there on foot. ; 


Ibn Abi Hadrad had taken some loan from Hadrat Ka‘b 
(may Allah be pleased with him) who demanded it in the 
mosque. He wanted to get a portion of the debt remitted; but 
Hadrat Ka‘b (may Allah be pleased with him) did not agree. 
The matter prolonged; there was much shouting. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came out 
of his house, called Hadrat Ka‘b (may Allah be pleased with 
him) and asked him to remit half the debt. He agreed. The 


Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


asked Hadrad to go and pay the remaining half. 


In Madina and outside Madina, the. renowned 


companions and capable persons were posted ‘in various 
departments. The first and foremost need of the time was to 


establish a department for copying and writing .the 


revelations, sending messages, issuing orders and ordinances 
etc., but Islam proved to be a great blessing for the Arabs. The 


poor prisoners of Badr were asked to pay off ransom by . 
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teaching the Arab children to read and write. Hadrat Zaid bin 
Thabit who performed the sacred duty of writing the 
revelations had learnt reading and writing in this way. 
According to a tradition narrated by Abū Dawud, the 
_ education which was given to the Ashab-i-Suffa also included 
writing. 


Many such events occur in life daily. The appointment of 
judges was, in one respect, a part of Khilafat. So the renowned 
companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) were appointed at this job at different times. 
Shurahbil bin Hasana of Kinda was the first who had the 
honour to be appointed as Qadi. He was a very ancient 
Muslim. He was the first who performed the duty of writing 
the revelation. The first writer among the Quraish was 
‘Abdullah bin Abi Sarah. In Madina Hadrat Abi bin Ka‘b had 
the honour to be the first writer. Hadrat Abu Bakr, Hadrat 
‘Umar, Hadrat ‘Ali, Hadrat ‘Uthman, Hadrat Zubair, Hadrat 
‘Amir bin Fuhayra, Hadrat ‘Amr bin Al-‘As, Hadrat ‘Abdullah 
bin Arqam, Hadrat Thabit bin Qais bin Shamis, Hadrat 
Hantala, Ibn Al-Rabi‘ Al-Asadi, Hadrat Mughira bin Shu‘ba, 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Rawaha, Hadrat Khalid bin Sa‘id bin Al- 
‘Ks, Hadrat ‘Ala bin Hadrmi, Hadrat Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman, 
Hadrat Mu‘awiya bin Abi Sufyan and Zaid bin Thabit (may 
Allah be pleased with them) were appointed to this position, 
though they had to perform this duty off and on. So the peace 
of Hudaibiya was written by Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased 
with him) -himself. The letter to the kings and rulers were 
written by. Hadrat ‘Amir bin Fuhayra and the letter which 
was addressed to the chief of ‘Umman was written by Hadrat 
Abi Ka‘b and the letter which was addressed to Qatan bin 
Haritha was written by Thabit bin Qais. But generally this 
service was done by Zaid bin Thabit and his name is more 
prominent among the companions for this reason. 


On the advice of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) Hadrat Zaid bin Thabit learnt the 
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Hebrew and thus enjoyed a more prominent position than 
others. The need for learning this language was felt due to 
the reason that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) had to deal with the Jews whose religious 
language was Hebrew. So the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) advised Hadrat Zaid bin 
Thabit to learn the language. He became conversant with this 
language within fifteen days. 


Officers and Governors. 


In order to decide cases, establish justice, maintain law 
and order, settle disputes, several Officers and Governors 
were needed. So the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) posted his Officers and Governors at 
various places. Their names are given below: 


Badhan bin Saman He belonged to the family of 
Bahram Gaur and he was the 
first among the kings of ‘Ajam 
to embrace Islam. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) made him 
Governor of Yemen. 


Shahr bin Badhan The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) 
made him Governor of San‘a’ 
after Badhan bin saman. 


Khalid bin Sa‘id bin Al-‘As. When Shahr Bin Badhan was 
killed he was made an officer in 


San‘a’. 
Muhajir bin Umayya The Holy Prophet (peace and 
Al-Makhzumi blessings of Allah be upon him) 


made him Governor of Kinda 
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and Sadaf. He died before 
setting out. 


Zayad bin Labid Al-Ansari He was the Governor of Hadr 


Maut. 

Abu Musa Ash‘ari The Governor of Tabard, Eden, 
Zam‘a etc. 

Mu‘adh bin Jabal The Governor of J und. 

‘Amr bin Hazm The Governor of Najran. 

Zaid bin Abū Sufyan The Governor of Taima. 

‘Itab bin Usaid i The Governor of Makka. 

‘Ali bin Abū Talib The Governor of one-fifth of 

Yemen. 
‘Amr bin Al-‘As | The Governor of,‘Umman 
‘Ala’ bin Hadrmi The Governor of Bahrain. 


The appointment of these Governors was made in 
accordance with the size and need of the country. During the 
life of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) among the countries which came under the sway of 
Islam, Yemen was the most vast and civilized. For a long time, 
it remained under the control of one Government. Due to this 
very reason, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) divided this country into five parts and appointed a 
separate Governor in each part i.e. Khalid bin Sa‘ ‘id in San‘a’, 
Muhajir bin Umayya in Kinda, Ziyad bin Labid in Hadr Maut, 
Mu‘adh bin Jabal in Jund, Abū Musa Ash‘ ari in Zubaid, Zam‘a, 
Eden and Swahil. 


Generally, when he appointed any Muhajir as Governor, 
he also appointed an Ansari. Beside looking after the 


62 


administration of the state, deciding court cases and collection 
of Jizya, the next important duty of the Governors was to 
propagate Islam and .to teach the Sunnah and obligatory 
duties of Islam. So these Governors not only performed the 
function of a ruler but also that of a preacher and reformer of 
moral conduct and behaviour. It has been mentioned in Isti‘ab 


Tadbkia Mu‘adh bin Jabal: 


The Holy Prophet (peace and { blessings of Allah be upon 
him) appointed him as Qadi of a part of Yemen i.e. Jund, 
saying: Teach the people Quran and Sunnah. He also 
performed the duty of collection of Sadaqat of the Governors 
of Yemen. E 


When. these people were about to set out, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) assigned 
them duties. When he sent Mu‘adh bin Jabal, he advised him: 


If you go among the people who have been given a Book, 
call them to bear witness that there is no god save Allah. If 
they obey it, then tell them that Allah has made obligatory on 


` them five times prayers daily. If they obey it too, tell them 


that Allah has made Sadaga obligatory on them which will be 
taken from the rich and distributed among the poor. If they 
agree to it, do not.take the best from their wealth and beware 
of the curse of the down-trodden as there is no veil between 
them and Allah. In order to fulfil these duties, the first and 
foremost : need was knowledge, broadness of vision and 
[jtithad. So the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) tested the profundity of knowledge and soundness 
of conduct of ine people. So when he sent Hadrat Muadh bin 
Jabal (may Allah be pleased with him), he satisfied himself as 
to his capabilities of arriving at an independent judgement. 


"When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be. 
upon him) sent Mu‘adh bin Jabal to Yemen, he said; How . 
would you decide the cases? He replied: In accordance with . 
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what has been mentioned in the Holy Quran. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: If 
you do not find it in the Book of Allah. He said: In accordance 
with the Sunnah and if I do not find it in the Sunnah then I 
will rely on my independent opinion and decide according to 
my judgement. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Praise be to Allah Who 
has given the messenger of Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
` blessings of Allah be upon him), the power over a thing which 
he himself likes. 


But in order to win the heart of the people of or s 

what was required more than anything else was politeness 
and good temper without which it was almost impossible to 
control the political and administrative affairs of the state. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
' advised his Governors again and again in this respect. When 
he sent Mu‘adh bin Jabal along with his companion 
appointing him as Governor of Yemen, he first advised them 
both: 


Create facility and not difficulty, give good tidings to the 
people and do not frighten them, show mutual co- operation 
and do. not create differences. . i 


‘Even then he was not satisfied and when Mu‘adh bin 
Jabal put his feet into the atiremp, he SpE advised him in - 
the following words: 


Treat the people SERI 


if we believe ‘that any Government. how kind it 
may be is, in the beginning, justified to rule with an iron hand 
in order to keep the arrogant and haughty. people under 
control, the Arabs fully deserved this harsh treatment. But as 
a result of the divine teachings of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) not a single instance of 
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any atrocity occurred. Later on, when the companions saw the 
Governors persecuting the people, they were surprised and 
advised them not to do so in view of the instructions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) so that 
when Hisham bin Hakim bin Hizam saw that some Nabateans 
were made to stand in the sun, he asked the people the cause 
thereof. The people said: This harsh treatment is meted out 
to them for collection of Jizya from them. He said: . 


I bear witness that I heard the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) saying: Allah will punish those 
who torture the people in this world. 


Collection of Zakat and Jizya 


Arabs’ sincerity and devotion to the Faith induced them 
to pay Sadaga and Zakat on their own accord. So every tribe 
itself went to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and paid Sadaga and Zakat which were a source 
of great blessing; but this method was not sufficient for this 
vast country and big kingdom. So beside the Governors, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
appointed separate collectors for each tribe on the Ist 
Muharram to collect Sadaqa and Zakat. They went to each 
tribe, collected Zakat and Jizya and paid to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Generally the 
chiefs of the tribes were responsible for collecting these dues. 
It is evident from the Ahadith that the appointment of the 
said collectors was only temporary. 


-The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed the following things in the appointment of the 
collectors:-- 


(1) An order was issued to them wherein it was clearly 
mentioned how much Zakat was to be deducted from a 
particular item of wealth. It was not permitted to sort out or 
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to take more than what was actually due. This principle was 
strictly adhered to and not transgressed. Some people tried to 
give more than what was due, but the collectors refused to 
accept it. Suwaid bin Ghafala said: A collector came to us from 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
when I sat near him, he first began to count the kinds of 
animals which were permitted to be taken. Just at that time a 
person came with a she-camel having a nice hump and 
presented it to him; but the collector refused to take it. 
Similarly when a person presented a pregnant goat to the 
collector, he said: We are not allowed to take it, 


(2) The whole wealth of the Arabs mainly consisted of the 
flocks of goats and herds of camels which used to graze in the 
jungles, deserts or in the valleys and mountains. Unlike the 
tyrant and worldly Governments, the people did ‘not: 
themselves go to the collectors. to pay the Zakat, but the 
collectors themselves went to the caves and valleys to collect 
o Zakat. A companion has reported: I was grazing my goats in a 
‘valley when two persons came riding a camel and said: We are 
messengers of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and we have come to collect the Sadaqa of your 
goats. I offered a milch goat with its off-spring. He said: We 
are not allowed to take it. I gave him another goat. He put it 
on the back of his camel and went away. 


(3) The companions refrained from taking any illegal thing 
from any one due to their integrity and piety. So when the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Rawaha to the Jews of Khaibar to bring 
` half of the agricultural production in accordance with the 
terms of the agreement, they tried to bribe him but he 
refused saying: O.the enemies of Allah! Do you want to give 
me illegal gratification; but in spite of this integrity and piety, 
when the ‘collectors returned from their duties, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself- 
subjected them to examination. Once the Holy Prophet (peace 
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and biessing of Allah be upon him) sent Ibn Al-Latbiyya to 
collect Sadaqa. On his return when the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon hjm) examined him, he said: 
This wealth is yours and that is mine as it has been given to 
me in gift. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) said: Why did not you receive this gift 
while sitting in your house? The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was not satisfied and he called 
a meeting and gave them a sermon, strictly prohibiting the 
people to accept this sort of wealth. 


(5) The selection of Governors was made by the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself 
and the applications of those who offered themselves for this 
job were rejected. 


Once two persons came with Abū Musa Ash‘ari and 
requested to be appointed as Governors. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Alla be upon him) turned to Hadrat 
Abii Musa Ash‘ari and said: What do you say? He said: I do not: 
know that these persons have come for this purpose. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
rejected their applications and observed: The persons who 
aspire to be appointed as Governors, we reject them; but at 
the same time he appointed Hadrat- Abū Misa Ash‘ari as the 
Governor of Yemen without applying for it. 


(6) The Governors got the remuneration according to their 


needs. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) declared it publicly that any one drawing more 
_ than the amount fixed by him would be guilty of 
` misappropriation. He had explained as to how much should be 
the need of a Governor. 


My Governor would get the expenses of wife. If he 
had no servant, he would get the expenses of a servant. If he 
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has no house, the expenses of a house. If any one would draw 
more, he would be dishonest. 


Judges 


Beside these offices, several other offices were working 
in a simple manner; for instance, decision of cases. Although 
this duty was performed by the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), yet the following companions 
also performed this duty on his orders i.e. Hadrat Abu Bakr, 
Hadrat ‘Uthman, Hadrat ‘Ali, Hadrat ‘Abdur Rahman bin 
‘Auf, Ibn Ka‘b, Mu‘adh bin Jabal (may Allah be pleased with 
them). Although police department did not exist in the true 
sense even during the period of Khulafa-i-Rashidin and it was 
established in the rule of Bani Umayya, yet it worked in its 
initial form in the life of the Holy’ Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Alfah be upon him) and Hadrat Qais bin Sa‘d (may 
Allah be please with hirn) performed this duty. He always 
remained with him. 


Execution 


The duty of executing the criminals was assigned to 
Hadrat Zubair, Hadrat ‘Ali, Miqdad bin Al-Aswad, Muhammad 
bin Muslama, ‘Asim bin Thabit and Dahak bin Sufyan Kalbi. 


Treaties with the Non-Muslims_ 


There existed no polytheism in Arabia. Only the ` 
habitations of: fire-worshippers, Christians and Jews were 
scattered far and near. Although some of them had 
illuminated their hearts with the light of Islam; but they were: 
generally groping in.the dark. However, they could not raise 
their heads against the universal power of Khilafat. With the 
exception of the Jews of Hijaz, all the people surrendered to 
Islam. Islam also undertook: the entire responsibility of - 
protecting their life, property, honour and religion and in lieu 
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thereof, they had to pay only a small amount of Jizya (one 
dinar per annum from every sane male). Jizya was not 
necessarily required to be paid in cash; any product could be 
paid in Jizya. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) made peace with the non-Muslim Jews of Khaibar, 
Fadak, valley of Qura and Taima. The verse regarding Jizya 
had not yet been revealed. Due to this reason, the conditions 
which were agreed upon in the treaty continued after the 
_ revelation. The basic condition of the peace was that they 
would consider themselves as subject and take. half of the 
production, giving the other half to their masters. 


In the 9th and 10th Hijra, the verse of Jizya was 
revealed and the treaties.thereafter were entered into in the 
‘light of these’ verses. The Christians of, Najran. came’ to 
Madina and requested for. reconciliation. The Holy Prophet 
(peace -and: blessings of Allah, be upon him) agreed.: The 
conditions of the peace was that they would give two 
thousand clothes per annum to the Muslims in two 
instalments i.e. half'in Safar and other half in Rajab. If there 
occurred any insurgence or disturbance in the country, they 
would provide thirty armours, thirty horses and thirty arms of 
each kind and the Muslims would be responsible to return 
them. In lieu thereof, unless they rebelled or transacted in 
` usury, their churches would neither be razed down nor their 
oriests expelled nor would they be persuaded to change their 
religion. 


Many Jews and Christians lived in the neighbourhood of 
Svria. Oc the 9th of Rajab, at the time of the battle of Tabuk, 
the Christians and the Jews land-owners like Dummat-al- 
Jundal, Aila, Maqna’, Jarba, Adhrah, Tabala and Jarash did 
nct smbrace Islam but agreed to pay Jizya. Hence Jizya at the 
__ rate of of one dinar per annum from every sane male member 
was imposed on them; but they were given the concession 
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that if they could not. pay in cash, they would give clothes of 
equivalent price. Peace was also made at the above rate with 
the fire-worshippers of Bahrain. 


Kinds of Income and Expenditure 


There were only five sources of income in Islam. due to 
various reasons: Booty, fee, Zakat, Jizya, Kharaj. With the 
exception of the first and second, the rest were collected 
annually. "The booty came in the hands of the Muslims only as 
a result of victory. It was a custom among the Arabs that one- 
fourth of the Booty calied Marba' was taken by the 
commander of the army and the rest was taken by those who 
happened to lay their hands on it. There was no regular 
system of distribution. After the battle of Radr, the booty was 
declared as the property of Allah, the fifth part of which was 
set apart for spending on various purposes of the Khilafat: 


They ask thee (O Muhammad) of the spoils of war say: 
The spoils of war belong to Allah and the messenger. 
s (Spoils of War) 


Property of Allah and the Messenger means tkat it is not 

_ the personal property of the soldiers; the Khalifa has the right 

to spend it in the best interests of the state. Similarly it has 
been mentioned about Khums (fifth part) in the Holy Quran: 


And know that whatever ye take as spoils of war, Lo! a 
fifth thereof is for Allah, and for the’Messenger and for the 
kinsman (who hath need) and orphans and the needy and the 
wayfarer. _ 

(Spoils of War) 


With the exception of one or two instances, where the 
Holy Prophet (peacc and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
distributed the booty among the muhajirin or newly 
converted Muslims of Makka, it was a usual praetice that he 
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distributed a part thereof equally among the soldiers; three 
shares to the riders and one share to those on ‘foot. According 
to some traditions, the riders used to get only two shares. 
Only a little portion of the Khums was used on personal 
needs; generally it was spent on the deserving and needy 
persons as has been said in the above verse. 


Payment of Zakat was incumbent upon the Muslims 
only. It was collected from four sources i.e. cash, fruits and 
agricultural produce, cattle (excepting horse) goods for 
trading. No Zakat was levied upto two hundred dirhams of 
silver, twenty mithqals of gold and five camels. Zakat which 
was taken on agricultural production was levied on the 
quantity of five wasq (or 300 sa‘a according to the research of 
Imam Tirmidhi) or more than five wasq. Fortieth part of 
silver and gold was deducted for Zakat. The rate of Zakat on 
cattle was in accordance with the number of different species 
of animals, the detail of which can be seen in the books of 
Ahadith and Fiqah. There were two kinds of land, the first 
which was irrigated with rain water or flowing water. One- 
tenth of the production from such land was taken as ‘Ushr 
and from the land which was irrigated by canals, tubewells 
etc. one-twentieth of ‘Ushr was deducted. There was no Zakat 
on vegetable. Zakat could be spent in eight ways, the detail of 
which is given in the Holy Quran. It can be spent on the 
beggars, poors, newly converted persons, purchase of servants 
in order to free them,* those under debt, travellers, 
disbursement of pay of collectors of Zakat and other welfare 
works, Zakat was usually spent on the deserving and needy 
persons of the place whence it was collected. The companions 
had become so used to it that once Ziyad posted a certain 
companion as collector at some place. When he returned, 
Ziyad demanded the amount from the collector who replied: 
We have disbursed it in the way we have been doing in the . 
period of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be _ 
upon him). When Mu‘adh bin Jabal was appointed as ` 
Governor of Yemen, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) observed about Zakat: Sadaqa (Zakat) will 
be taken from the rich and distributed among the poor. 


Jizya is taken from the non-Muslims in lieu of taking the 
responsibility of their protection and safety. Its rate was fixed. ` 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had or:lered to receive one dinar from every sane male of his 
subject. Women and children were exempted from this task. 
The colection of Jizya of Aila amounted to three hundred 
dinars. In the days of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) the largest amount of Jizya was received 
from Bahrain. 


- Kharaj 


The share of the agricultural production of land fixed as - 
a result of mutual agreement with the non-Muslims, in lieu of 
the rights of their ownership, is called Kharaj. It was Kharaj 
which was collected from Khaibar, Fadak, valley Al-Qura and 
Taima. When the crops and fruits were ripe, the Holy Prophet 
_ (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent one of his’ 
companions who made an estimate after seeing the crops and 
fruits. In order to remove any doubt, one-third was deducted 
from this estimate and Kharaj was imposed on the rest in 
accordance with the terms and conditions. In Khaibar, the 
treaty of peace was eritered into on the condition that half of © 
the’ production should be paid. The amount of Kharaj and 
Jizya was spent on the salaries of the soldiers and to meet the 
expenses of war. All the companions acted as volunteers and 
whatever they got, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) distributed it there and then, firstly to 
those who were previously slaves. The names of such people 
were recorded in a register and were called out serialwise. 
Those who had families were given two shares and those who 
_ were single were recipient of one share. 
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Property and Cultivation of Uncultivated 
Lands 


Major part of Arabia was desert, barren and stony. 
. Fertile lands were under the possession of foreigners; the rest 
of land was uncultivated. Cultivation was done in Madina and 
Ta’if. Tne other Arabs lived on looting or trading. In the 
absence of any regular profession, the life of the Arabs was 
not safe. It was, therefore, essential for the establishment of 
law and order that management of land should be cone 
according to the need of time. Many lands were lying 
uncultivated due to the migration of non-Muslims from 
Yemen and Hijaz. These lands needed habitation. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and biessings of Allah be upon ` 
him) gave an incentive to his companions in the following 
words: ` r i 


Anyone who cultivated the uncultivated land that land 
belongs to him and whosoever made the boundary of a land, 
that belongs to him. 


Besides this general incentive, he also made special 
arrangements. The date-palms and fields of Banū Nadir and 
Bant Quraiza were declared as belonging to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Ailah be upon him) and he got them 
distributed among the Muhajirin and some persons of Ansar. 
The land cf Khaibar remained under the control of the 
Government and the rest was distributed among the 
Muhajirin and Ansar who participated in Hudaibiya; but 
practically they had to deal with the Jews who took one-half 
of the production themselves and gave the other half to the 
owners. The cultivated lands, however, remained under the 
possession of their original owners on certain conditions. So 
the settlement with ‘Ak, Dhū Khiwan ‘Aila, Adhrah, Najran 
etc. was made this basis. The uncultivated lands were also 
handed over the companions as their property. Hadrat Wa’il 
was granted a plot in Hadr Maut. Bilal bin Harith Muzani was 
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allotted a big plot of land and shops. Hadrat Zubair and 
Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them) were granted 
estates near Madina and Khaibar. Banu Rifd‘a was given land 
near Dummat al-Jandal. 


These properties and estates were granted so generously 
that every person could choose them and verify the 
correctness of its area. Once the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said to Hadrat Zubair (may 
Allah be pleased with him): The distance to which your horse 
can reach will be your estate. So he made his horse to run. It 
stopped at a particular place. From there he threw his stick 
and the point where it fell was reckoned as the area of his 
estate. Springs of water were urgently required for the desert 
land of Arabia. Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) ordered: He who would seize the spring 
which is not already in the possession of a Muslim, that would 
belong to him. All the people ran to locate their springs. 


The fame of this generosity spread far and wide and the 
people began to submit applications for grant of estates which 
were accepted by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). Once a companion came to him and said: 
You have granted a big spring to them as endowment. Since it 
was a public property, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) took it back. These endowments were 
not from the public properties; the properties of public 
welfare were not touched. It was an ancient custom among 
the Arabs that they had their own pastures called Huma. The 
tree generaliy served as fodder for camels and there was no 
restriction on it; but when Abyad bin Hamāl tried to include it 
in his pasture, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
_ be upon him) did not allow him to do so. It was a custom 
among the Arabs that their chiefs and rulers took possession 
of their own pastures for grazing their own cattle and did not 
` let any one enter therein. As the general public suffered by it, 
restrictions were imposed on this practice. Similarly there 
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was a place in Arabia named Dahna. On one side of it lived the 
tribe of Bakr bin Wa’il and the other side was inhabited by 
Banu Tamim. Huraith bin Hassan requested the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be ‘upon him) that the 
land may be granted to Bakr bin Wa’il. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ordered that 
sanction regarding the grant of land may be issued. Just at 
that time, a woman from the tribe of Bani Tamim was sitting 
there. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) looked at her. She said: O Messenger of Allah! It is a 
pasture for grazing our camels and gdats and the women and 
children of Banu Tamim live near it. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: What the poor 
women says is true. Don’t issue the sanction. A Muslim is a 
brother of another Muslim. One spring and one pasture is 
sufficient for all. 


The Management of the Religion 


Of all the administrative arrangements which were done 
for establishing law and order in the country, the most 
important was the management of the religious affairs. There 
was a particular family among the Jews which performed 
religious duties. No one else had the right to perform this 
duty. Among the Christians, although it was not the duty of 
one specific family to manage the religious affairs, a special 
group had emerged which had the sole monopoly in this 
respect. Among the Hindus a non-Brahmin cannot exercise 
this right. The other nations of the world were no exception. 
But in the Shari‘ah which the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) brought, this duty was not 
performed by any specific person or family or group; but every 
Muslim could exercise this function. 


Preachers and Propagators of Islam 


A famous European historian has written that Islam had 
forsaken the mission of Prophethood and assumed kingship. 
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Islam now implied not the belief in Allah but allegiance to the 

rule of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him). But the aim and object of Islam as elucidated in the 
_ Holy Quran is: 


Those who, if We give them power in the land, establish 
worship and pay the poor-due and enjoin kindness and forbid 

iniquity. 
(The Pilgrimage) 


Due to this reason, every Muslim was a preacher as well 
as a checker who could call anyone to account. He called the 
people to Islam and was also an expert in the matter of the 
Shari‘ah. Before the advent of Islam there was so much 
ignorance that in the upper societies, reading and writing was 
considered to be derogatory. Now every home had turned into 
Dar-ul-Islam of Fiqah, Hadith and Tafsir. As every one could 
not get sufficient time to learn and teach, it was’ made 
incumbent that some men of each tribe should perform the 
duty of educating the: ene as has been said in the Holy 
Quran: 


And the believers should not t all go out to fight. Of every 
troop of them, a party only should go forth, that they (who are 
left behind) may gain sound knowledge in religion, and that 
they may warn their folk When they return to them, so that 
they may beware. 

(Repentance) 


Their Education and Training 


Since the main object was to train a group of men who 
should not only be aware what is lawful and unlawful in the 
Shari‘ah; but due to their staying with the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) day and night, they 
should: be the true ‘picture of Islam. and the way of their 
talking, their conduct and behaviur, their sitting and 
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standing; in short, every action of theirs should reflect the 
deep impact of Islam and be an, example for the whole nation. 
Therefore, a group of men of each tribe came and stayed with 
* the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and acquired the knowledge of Islam direct from him. It has 
been repeated by Hadrat Abu ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased 
with him): i 

A group of each tribe of Arabia came to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and enquired 
about the matters pertaining to religion and learnt Din. 


The preachers of Islam who were sent around Arabia . 
were instructed to'þersuade the people to migrate to Madina 
and settle there. This was called Hijrat. There were two kinds 
of Bai‘at namely, Bai‘at-i-Arabi and Bai‘at-i-Hijrat. 


Bai‘at-i-Arabi 


Bai‘at-i-Arabi was meant for the bedouin who stayed in 
Madina for some time to learn Islam. There is a tradition that 
when ‘Uqba Juhani embraced Islam, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to him: Do you 
promise for Bai‘at-i-Arabi or Bai‘at-i-Hijrat. Then the author 
writes: — 


. By Bai‘at-i-Hijrat, it becomes obligatory for a person to 
stay with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) so that he might keep him busy in the works of 
Islamic nature; but it is not necessary in the case or Bai ‘at-i- 
Arabi. 


Due to this, most of the Arab families migrated from 
their homes and settled in Madina. When Hadrat Abu Musa 
Ash‘ari (may Allah be pleased with him) came, eighty men 
were with him. They settled in Madina. It has been written in 
Khulasatul Wafa that there were separate mosques of the | 
Juhania tribes in Madina. They were the tribes who had 
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migrated to Madina. As Masjid-i-Nabvi was not sufficient to 
‘accommodate all; they had built separate mosques. 


There were different ways of imparting knowledge: One 
of them was that they stayed for ten or twenty days or one or 
two months and learnt the important points relating to the 
beliefs and Fiqah and on their return to the tribes taught 
those points to them. For instance, when Malik bin Al- 
Hawairith came with an envoy and stayed for twenty days and 
learnt the necessary points about Islam,. the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to him on his 
return: 


When you reach your tribe, instruct them what has been 
ordained in the Shari‘ah and pray just as you have seen me 
offering prayer. 


The second method was that of delivering regular 
lectures to the permanent residents of Madina regarding the 
beliefs as laid down in the Shari‘ah and principles of moral 
conduct and behaviour. For this purpose there was a special 
Madrasa, Suffa and the people who had dedicated their lives 
to the cause of Islam left all sorts of worldly occupations and 
stayed there and remained busy day and night in devotion, 
prayer and acquisition and dissemination of knowledge. 


There is a tradition in Kitab al-‘Ilm of Mishkat that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went 
to the mosque. At that time, there were two groups in the 
mosque i.e. one busy in Dhikr and the other busy in preaching 
and learning. The latter group was called Reciters in the 
terminology of those days and for this purpose the same name 
has been used in Sahih Bukhari. The persons who had gone to 
Madina to teach and learn but had been killed by the 
disbelievers by treachery had studied in that Madrasa. In the 
books of Ahadith, the word Reciters has been used for them. 
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It has been mentioned by Arbab-i-Sair that whenever any 
person got married another person entered the group in his 
place. 


. Although Ashab-i-Suffa were so poor and destitue that 
they could not afford more than one cloth which they tied 
round their necks and let it hang down to their knees so that 
it covered the upper and lower portion of,their bodies: but 
these people did not remain idle and cut down woods from the 
jungle. After selling them they gave half the amount in 
charity and spent the other half on meals. Due to this reason 
the’time for education was fixed during the night. According 
to some Traditions, Hadrat ‘Ubada bin Samit, the famous 
scholar was one of the instructors of this madrasa. During his 
caliphate, Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) sent 
him to Palestine to teach Fiqah and Quran. Hadrat ‘Ubada 
- bin Samit has reported in Abi Dawid: | 


I taught several persons of Ashab-i- Suffa the Holy Quran 
and Fiqah and in lieu thereof a person gave me an arrow in 


gift. 


According to another tradition, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not allow ‘Ubada to 
accept that gift. Some traditions reveal that besides the 

madrasa of Suffa there was another school where Ashab-i- 
-Suffa got education in the night. It han been mentioned in 
VENRA Imam Ibn Hanbal: i 


It has been reported by Hadrat Anas (may Allah be upon 
pleased with him) that seventy persons of Ashab-i-Suffa went 
to a teacher during the night and remained busy in learning 
. till day. The Arabs had no aptitude for reading and writing. 
With the advent of Islam, the art of writing and calligraphy 
also came: The primary need of the time was to arrange and 
copy the Holy Quran due to which the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) paid special attention to 
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promote writing. It has already been stated that after the 
battle of Badr those prisoners of war who could not pay 
ransom were released on the condition that they would teach 
writing to the people of Madina. It is clear from the above 
Hadith of Abu Dawud that the education imparted to Ashab-i- 
Suffa also included writing and Hadrat ‘Ubada (may Allah be 
pleased with him) taught the art of writing,. in addition to the 
Holy Quran. 


Construction of Mosques 


As the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was by his very nature against pomp and show he 
did not like to spend on bricks and mud but the requirement 
of every tribe when it embraced Islam was a mosque. The 
mosques were not only required to offer prayers; they in fact 
added to the strength and unity of the Muslims by collecting 
the people of every habitation and street at one place five 
times daily. Therefore, he gave strict instructions to pray in 
congregation. There were many tribes in Madina. Each tribe 
had its own mohalla and there was a mosque in each mohalla. ` 


Abu Dawid has made an authentic statement in his 
Kitab Al-Murasil that in Madina only there were nine 
mosques where separate prayers were offered. Their names 
were Masjid Bani ‘Umar, Masjid Bani Sa‘ida, Masjid Bani 
‘Ubaid, Masjid Bani Salama, Masjid Bani Rayah, Masjid Bani 
Zaraiq, Masjid Ghifar, Masjid Aslam, Masjid Juhaina. In 
addition to these mention of various other mosques has been 
made in the traditions i.e. Masjid Bani Khudara, Masjid Bani 
Umayya (a tribe of the Ansar), Masjid Bani Biyada, Masjid 
Bani Al-Jali, Masjid Bani ‘Asya, Masjid Abi Faisala, Masjid 
Bani Dinar, Masjid Ibn Kaʻb, Masjid Al-Nabigha, Masjid Ibn 
‘Adi, Masjid Bal Harith bin Khazraj, Masjid Bani Hatima; 
Masjid Al- Fadih, Masjid Bani Haritha, Masjid Bani Zafar, 
Masjid Bani “Abd Al-Ashhal, Masjid Waqim, Masjid Bani 
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Mu‘awiya, Masjid Bani Quraiza, Masjid Bani Wa’il, Masjid Al- 
Shajara. 


It is also evident from the traditions that mosques were 
being built at every place outside Madina where the name of 
. Allah was called out loudly five times daily. During the 
battles, it was the habit of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) that he waited for the night. 
When the day dawned, whence he heard the voice of Adhan, 
he did not attack that place. Once when he was on Jihad and 
the voice of Adhan fell in his ears, he said: It is a natural 
evidence. Then he heard: I bear witness that there is no god 
save Allah, he said: We have been delivered from the fire (of 
Hell). The companions cast their glances hither and thither. 
They came to know that it was the voice of a shepherd. All the 
mujahidin were also instructed to act upon this order. Once 
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be enon 
. him) sent some detachment he advised them. 


If you see some mosque or hear the voice of Adhan do 
not kill any person there. 


These Traditions reveal not only the magnitude of the 
propagation of Islam but that separate mosques were built by 
each tribe who embraced Islam. The voice of Adhan and 
Takbir echoed there five times daily. 


Although these mosques, due to their poor and simple 
construction, could not resist the onslaughts of time for a long 
time and were ruined and effaced from the pages of history 
but the mosques which remained for a long time show that 
there was hardly any place in Arabia where mosques had not 
been built. 


Out of the general tribes of Arabia, ‘Abd Al-Qais of 
Bahrain had embraced Islam. This tribe had built a mosque 
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where Jum‘ah prayer was offered for the first time in Islam 
after the Jum‘ah prayer of the Masjid-i-Nabui. 


It has been reported by Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas 
(may Allah be pleased with him) that after the Jum‘ah which > 
was oifered in the Masjid-i-Nabvi, the Jum‘ah prayer was 
offered for the first tiine in the mosque of the tribe of ‘Abd Al- 
Qais situated in the village Jawathi. ` 


When the people of Ta'if embraced Islam, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) instructed 
them to build the mosque at the place where their idol was 
installed. It has been reported by Hadrat Talaq bin ‘Ali (may 
Allah be pleased with him) that when our people came to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
we said to him: There is a church in our country. He gave us 
water of his ablution and observed: Raze the church to the 
ground, sprinkle this water at that place and construct a 
mosque. When those people returned, they built there a 
mosque in accordance with the instructions. 


Although the mosques were built at every place of 
Arabia; but in the light of the Ahadith we can tell about only 
those : mosques which were built in Madina and its 
neighbourhood. It has been narrated in Sahih Muslim that on 
a day of Ashura the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) announced that the persons who are 
keeping fast should complete their fast and those who have 
broken their fast should keep fast for the remaining day. 


After the announcement, the companions acted upon 
this instruction strictly. Not only they themselves kept fast, 
but also bound their children to keep fast. They took them 
outside their homes to the mosque and amused them with 
toys. 


Imam Bukhari has written a separate chapter on: 
Whether the mosques can be attributed to a particular person 
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or not? To elucidate his point, he has quoted a Hadith 
wherein the name of Masjid Bani Zaraiq has been mentioned. 
Hadrat Anas bin Malik used to come to his mohalla along with 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
after offering the ‘Asr (Afternoon) prayer. The people waited 
for them and when they said to them: The prayer has been 
over in Masjid-i-Nabvi, then the people offered their prayer in 
the mohalla. It is evident from these traditions that there 
were separate mosques of each tribe. It is also evident from 
the traditions that some people participated in the 
congregation prayer offered by the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and then performed the duty 
of Imam in the Mosques of their mohallas. Mua‘dh bin Jabal 
used to do so. The tribes who lived in Madina or who had 
migrated to Madina had built their own mosques. It has been 
mentioned in Tabaqat-i-Ibn Sa’d: : 


There is a mosque of Juhania in Madina. Besides the 
necessity, the major reason for the construction of these 
mosques was that where the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) halted in the way to offer his 

` prayer, the people built a mosque thereon due to the sanctity 
of that place. Imam Bukhari has written a separate chapter 
whose heading is: Al-Masajid | ` `. 


That is, the mosques which came in the way to Madina 
or which were built at the places where the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had offered his 
prayer. He has also counted the names of other such mosques. 
Hafiz Ibn Hajar has counted the following names: Masjid-i- 
Quba’, Masjid-i-Al - Fasih, Masjid-i-Bani Quraiza, Mashraba 
Umm Ibrahim, Masjid-i-Bani Zafar, Masjid-i-Bani Mu‘awiya, 
Masjid-i-Fath, Masjid-i-Qiblatain. Hafiz Ibn Hajar has also 
stated that in all the mosques which were built with painted 
stones, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) offered his prayer as the inhabitants of Madina had 
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ascertained this position fully before Hadrat ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul 
Aziz undertook the work of renovation of these mosques. 


Appointment of Imams 


Whereas it was necessary that mosques should be built, 
the appointment of Imams for each tribe was also necessary. . 
Usually the basis for appointment of Imam was that the 
person who was the most conversant with the Quran or who 
had learnt the Quran by heart was appointed without any 
distinction of master or servant or young or old. Before the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came 
to Madina, the Imam of the Muhajirin in Madina was the 
freed slave, Salim of Hadrat Abu Hudhaifa. When the tribe of 
Jarm embraced Islam, ‘Amr bin Salama Jarmi was only seven 
or eight years old. Since he was the most conversant with the 
Holy Quran among his tribe, he was selected Imam. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 

pointed out certain principles for selection of Imam: 


Abū Mas‘idd Al-Ansari reported Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying: The one who is 
most versed in Allah’s Book should act as Imam for the 
people; but if they are equally versed in reciting it, then the 
one who has most knowledge regarding Sunnah; if they are 
equal regarding the Sunnah, then the earliest one to migrate; 
if they migrated at the same time; then the earliest. one to 
embrace Islam. 


When any tribe came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) he said to them: Who among 
- you is most versed in the Holy Quran? If there was any 
person, the people called his name and the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked him to act as 
‘Imam. The Imam of the inhabitants or Ta’if had been 
. appointed in this way. If, however, they were equal, the senior 
one among them was asked to act as Imam. When Malik bin 
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Hawainth (may Allah be pleased with him) came to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) he said 
these words to him. 


It is quite evident that where the mosques were built 
inside or outside Madina, separate Imams must have been 
acting. The tribes wherein Governors had been appointed, 
they also acted as Imams. At big and important places these 
posts were separate. In ‘Umman, Hadrat ‘Amr bin AJ- ‘As was 
a Governor and Hadrat Abu Zaid Ansari acted as Imam, but 
complete and by names detail was not available in the books 
on Ahadith and Sair. However, the possible detail as collected 
_ from the events 1s given below: l 


NAME l PLACE PARTICULARS 


Musaʻb b. ‘Umair Madina He acted as Imām of 
Ansar before the 
migration of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be 


upon him). 
(Ibn Hisham) 
Salim, the freed Madina He was the Imam of 
slave of muhajirin’ before the 
Abū Hudhaifa migration ‘of the Holy - 


Prophet (peace and 
blessings .of Allah be 
upon him) 


Ibn Maktum Madina When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be 
upon him) had gone 
out along with his 
companions ror 
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Abū Bakr Sid liq Madina 


‘Utban b. Banu Salim 
Malik 


Mu‘adh bin Jabal Banu Salama ~ 


An Ansari. , — Masjid-i-Quba’ 
‘Amr bin Salama Banu Jarm 
Usaid bin'Hudair Bani Jarm 


Anas bin Malik Banii Najjar 


‘fighting, Ibn Maktim 


who was blind stayed 


. in Madina. The Holy 


Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be 
upon him) appointed 
him Imam. 

(Abu Dawud) 


He acted as Imam in 
the Masjid-i-Nabvi in . 
the absence of the 
Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) 


fle was the Imam of 
his tribe. - oe as 
(Abū Dawud Nasa’i) 


He was the Imam of 
his tribe. A 
(Bukhari etc.) 


He was the Imam of 
his tribe. p 
(Bukhāri) 


He was the Imam of 
his tribe. i 
(Abū Dawud, Nasa’1) 


` He was the Imam of 


his tribe 
(Abu Dawud) 


He was the Imam of 


or any other 
companion 


Malik bin 


Huwairitn 


‘Attab bin Usaid 


‘Uthman bin. 
Abu Al-‘As 


Abu Zaid: 
Al-Ansari ' 


Mua’dhdhin | 
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Banu Najjar 


Makka 


Umman- 


his tribe. ; 
(Masnad) 


He was the Imam of 
his tribe.. 
{Abu Dawud) 


He wis the Imam of 
his tribe. 7 
(Nasa’i) 


He was the Imam of 
his tribe. 
(Dhikr Wafd-e-'Ta’if) M 


fle was the Imam cf! 
his tribe 
(Dhikr-i-‘Umman) 


Generally. no special person was selected for this 
purpose; but there are evidences that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had appointed 
separate Mu’adhdhin for big mosques. In Madina and Makka, 
the following persons were appointed as Mua’dhdhin: 


NAME 
Bilal bin Kabli- 


‘funy bin Uma 7 


hathum 
Sa‘d Al-Quri 


Abu Mahúnasa,, 


. PLACE | 


Madina 
Madina., 


Madina, . 


Muna , . 


PARTICULARS 
Masjid-i-Nabvi 


Masjid-i-Nabvi 


Masjid-i-Quba‘ 


Masjid-i-Harain : 
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The Baris of the Shari‘ah ənd Its Completion 


This day have I perfected your religion’ for you end 
completed My favour unto you and have chosen for you 
ag reli fon Al-Islam. l 


(The Table Spread) 


These executive and administrative measures were not 
the real aim and object of Islam; but as we have already 
explained ir. detail, these measures were adopted to estabiish 
isw and creer in the country in order that an ‘efficient and 
stable Government should come into existence’ where the 
Muslims cold perform their religious duties without any 
hesitation aid resistance. It has been ‘mentioned in Sahih 
Bukhari thal a person asked the implication of the following 
verse from Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased 
with him) E 


And fight against them until there is no persecution and 
the religion is all for Allah. 
` (The Spoils of War) 


He said: It happened so in the days of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when there was 
little Islam that a person was persecuted due to his religion 
and the people killed hit:. Now with the progress of Islam, 

there existed no perseeution. , 


After Migration, eight years were spent to end the 
persecution, disturbances and insurgence of the enemies and 
to establish peace and order. Therefore, ‘during this long 
period, the duty of Jihad appears to-be more prominent on 
every occasion and at every place as compared with other 
duties and obligations: Due to this reason, the detail of each 
battle covers hundred of pages of books of history; but as 
regards prayer, fast and Zakat only a few lines have been 
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mentioned that at the end of such and such year, the two 
Rak‘ahs of the obligatory prayer were changed into four. 


This does not at all means that the historians did not 
attach any importance to the other duties and obligations; but 
the fact is that most of the duties were made obligatory later 
on due to disturbances, battles and lawlessness; and the 
obligatory duties were also perfected gradually and, most of 
the time was spent in repulsing the attacks of the enemies. 


The orders which pertained to the law of the country 
were not revealed so far as Islam was not yet a sovereign 
power. Cnly religious orders and duties were graually 
revealed at tnat time and were completed by stages as and 
when the circumstances became favourabie. T'he major point 
in the revelation of these Commands by stages was to. train 

` and compel people to act upon them in their practical lives. So 
` the people were graduaily accustomed to them. Hadrat ‘Aisha 
(may Allah be pleased with her)-has elucidated this point 
quite excellently: First of all, the verses relating to 
punishment and reward were revealed. When the hearts were 
softened and disposed to receive the Divine message, 
Commandments were revealed, otherwise, if the order was 
given on the very first day not to drink who would act: upon it. 


In short, due to various reasons most of the duties and 
orders of Islam were completed when peace and order was 
restored. During the stay in Makka, keeping of fasts was not 
made obligatory but it was made obligatory in Madina. Zakat 
was made obligatory after seven or eight years. This was due 
to the fact that constant warfare had reduced the financial 
position of the Muslims to such an extent that Zakat could not 
be made obligatory. Before the conquest of Makka, the 
Muslims could not even enter this sacred land. Therefore, by 
that time Haj was also not obligatory.’ Prayer is a daily 
obligatory duty and this obligatory duty commenced with the . 
advent of Islam; but it was perfected by stages after six years 
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of Hijra. Upto the 5th Hijra, conversation was allowed in the 
prayer. If an outsider greeted, the person who was praying 
could respond him during prayer. Several such Traditions 
have been reported in Abū Dawud ete. ° 


In short, when polytheism suffered a defeat and there 
was peace and tranquillity in the country, the time for the 
' completion of the details of the religous duties and Shari‘ah 
came. There were many commandcments,the work on which 
had not yet begun. For instance, the preliminary work on the 
principles of Zakat, Hajj, the lawful and the unlawful and 
usury had been done; but it was incomplete. 


Beliefs and the Basic Principles of Islam 


The basic principles of Islam are- belief in Tauhid 
(Oneness of God), Prophethood, Angels, Day of Judgement, 
Resurrection etc. The first revelation which descended upon 
the Holy Prophet. (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was regarding the Exaltness of Allah and not regarding a 
particular belief; but the second revelation is as under: i 


O thou enveloped in the cloak, 
Arise and warn! 

Thy Lord Magnify, 

Thy raiment purify, 

Pollution shun! ` 

(The cloaked one) 


Thereafter, all the verses which were revealed during 
the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) . 
stay in Makka were regarding beliefs i.e condemnation of 
polytheism and idolworship, expression of Greatness and 
_ Exaltness of Allah, horrors and fears of the Day of Judgement, 
heartrending description of iell, the peace and joy of 
Paradise, the characteristics of Prophethood and its necessity, 
the significance and meanings thereof had been explained to 


90 


the people i in Makka for thirteen long years. But it has been 
revealed from the Makkan verses that each belief is 
mentioned separately,. In the Surahs Nisa’ and Baqara which 
were revealed in Madina these beliefs have been mentioned 
continuously. In the Makkan Surahs, more stress has been 
laid on Tauhid (Oneness of God) and the belief in the Day of 
Judgement and in the truth of Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him); but in Madina complete 
education of the basic principles and beliefs of Islam, had 
begun regarding which the first verse of the Surah Baqara is 
given below: 


Who believe in the Unseen, and establish worship, and 
spend of that We have bestowed upon them; And those who 
believe in that which is revealed unto thee (Muhammad) and 
that which was revealed before thee and are certain of the 


Hereafter. 
(The Cow) 


In the middle of the Surah, these principles have been 
repeated: 


But righteous is he who believeth in Allah and the Last 


Day and Angels and the Scripture and the Prophets. 
(The Cow) 


After this the commandments pertaining to prayer, 
fasts, Zakat and moral conduct and behaviour have been 
mentioned. These verses were revealed with the verses 
pertaining to the transfer of Qibla, the detail of which has 
been given at the end of the Surah. These verses were 
probably revealed a few years after the Hijra as is evident 
from the Traditions of Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased 
with her) and Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (may Aliah be pleased with 
him). 


The Messenger believeth in that which has been 
revealed unto him from his Lord and (so do) the believers. 
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Each one believeth in Allah and His - angels and His 
scriptures and His messengers. 
(The Cow) 


In the following verse of the Surah Nisa’ it has been 
mentioned in detail what should be the beliefs of a Muslim: 


O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His Messenger 
- and the Scripture which He hath revealed unto his 
messenger, and the Scripture which he revealed aforetime. 
Whoso disbelieveth in Allah and His angels and His scriptures 
and His messengers and the Last Day, he verily hath 
wandered far astray. 


(Women) 


In the Kitab Al-Iman of Ahadith there have been 
mentioned many occasions when the people asked the Holy 
‘Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) the 
meanings of Islam and Iman (Faith) and he replied keeping in 
view the occasion and comprehension of the person. He 
observed that he had been ordained to strive till the people 
gave witness that Allah is One and Muhammad is His 
Messenger and they prayed and paid Zakat (poor-due). 


: . Once a Muslim villager came to the Holy Prophet (peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him) and enquired about Islam. 
He told him three things i.e. five times Prayer daily, fasts of 
Ramadan and Zakat..The envoy of ‘Abd Al-Qais came to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
said: We cannot visit you frequently due to the fear of the 
enemies. Tell us some commandments of Islam which we can 
convey to the people who cannot visit you. He said: Bearing 
witness that there is'no god but Allah and that Muhammad is 
Allah’s Messenger, and establishment of prayer and payment 
of Zakat and keeping fasts of Ramadan and awarding one-fifth 


from the booty. Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 


Allah be upon him) was sitting in the company of his 
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companions. when a person came and questioned: What is 
_ Iman (Faith)? He said: Belief in Allah, Angels, Day of. 
Judgement, His Messenger and Resurrection. He further 
enquired: What else is Iman (Faith)? The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Islam is that you 
worship none except Allah. Do not ascribe any Partner to 
Him, offer payer, pay obligatory Zakat, keep fasts of Ramadan. 
He again questioned: What is Ihsan? He said: Worship Allah 
as if you are seeing Him because even if you do not see Him, 
He is seeing you. 


_ This is the true picture of Islam. Probably the answers ` 
to these questions were given before the 7th Hijra i.e. before 
the conquest of Makka as no mention of Hajj has been made 
therein. However, it is a matter of great satisfaction that 
devotion and ‘humility were considered St for 
perfection of ‘Ibadat (worship). 


There are five basic principles of Islam: Bearing witness 
that there is no god except Allah and Muhammad is His 
Messenger and establishment of prayer, ili of Zakat, 
Hajj and fasts of Ramadan. 


` Generally, when all the basic principles of Faith and 
Islam were completed, the details thereof and the other 
points pertaining thereto were elucidated. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: There are 
more than sixty branches of Faith and one of them is - 
modesty. Once he said: The best Islam is of one from whose 


. _ tongue and hand the other Muslim is safe. ‘And to another 


question he answered: The best Islam is to feed the poor and 
to greet a person who is not known to you. He also observed : 
You cannot be a true believer unless you like for your brother - 
which you like for yourself. , 


In short, the education of all the principles, basic and 
derivative was completed gradully and at the end of the. 9th 
Dhul Hijja, the 10th Hijra, the time came when Allah said: 
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This day have I perfected your religion for you and 
completed My favour unto you and have chosen for you as 
religion Al-Islam. 

: ` (The Table Spread) 


Worship 


In the above Hadith we have already stated that besides 
Tauhid (Oneness of God) and Prophethood, the other fout ` 
acts like prayer, fasts, Hajj and Zakat are called worship. The’ 
first and foremost among them is prayer. In order to maintain 
its accuracy, there are certain conditions, the most essential of 
which is Taharah (Purification). 


`. Taharah 


Taharah means cleanliness of body, clothes and soul 
from all sorts of impurities, visible or invisible.. The 
significance of Taharah in Islam can be understood from the 
fact that when. in the second revelation, the Divine 
instructions .and commandments were commenced the 
instructions aiia Taharah were revealed after Tauhid: 

O Thou enveloped in the cloak 
Arise and warn! 

. Thy Lord Magnify, 

Thy raiment purify 

Pollution shun! 

(The Cloaked One) 


‘Although the interpreters have generally explained the’ 
Taharah (cleanliness) of body and clothes as the Taharah of 
heart and soul, and their impurity and pollution as idol- 
worship, yet we can. fully understand the significance of the 
external cleanliness. It is obligatory to perform Wudu 
(ablution) before prayer and Wudu has been made obligatory 
‘since the advent of Islam. It has been mentioned in the 
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books on history, Sair and some traditions that Hadrat Jibril 
(Gabriel) had taught the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) how to perform Wudu at the very 
commencement of revelations. Hakim has reported in 
Mustadrak on the authority of Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah 
be pleased with him) that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to perform ablution 
‘before Hijra. But there is consensus of opinion among the 
scholars of Ahadith that in the Holy Quran, the 
commandment of Wudu was revealed in Madina. 


O ye who believe! When ye rise up for prayer, wash your 
faces, and your hands up to the elbows and lightly rub your 
heads and (wash) your feet up to the ankles. 

(The Table Spread) 


The above verse is of Surah Ma’ida and many verses of 
this Surah were revealed four or five years after the 
migration. There is an elucidation in Sahih Bukhari about 
this verse that it was revealed along with the verse of 
Tayammum which was revealed in the 5th Hijra. The 
majority of scholars are of the view that ablution was being 
performed in the earlier days of Islam; but was declared as 
obligatory in the Holy Quran four or five years after the Hijra. 
It appears that in the beginning, the people were in the habit 
of performing ablution hastily; some portions of the body were 
washed; the others remained dry. In the 6th Hijra or after, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was returning from Makka. On the way, some of the people 
when they came to some water, performed ablution hurriedly; 
a portion of their heels remained dry. The Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Woe to (dry) heels, 
because of Heli-fire. Make your ablution thorough. Since then 
the completion of ail the obligations of Wudu properly with 
calmness and peace of mind was ordained. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) mentioned the 
merits and blessings of Wudu: In the beginning, ablution was 
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performed before every prayer whether it had broken or not; 
but later on at the time of the conquest of Makka, it was 
declared as not obligatory before every prayer unless it had 
been broken. This was done to create facility for the common 
man. 


Tayammum 


Water is needed for Wudu; but in case water is not 
available or we are handicapped to make use of it due to some 
disease, we may resort to Tayammum as has been said in the 
` following verse of the Holy Quran: 


And if you are sick or on a journey or one of you came 
from the privy, or you have touched the women, and you 
cannot find water, then betake yourself to clean earth and 
wipe your faces and hands therewith. Allah desires not that 
He should impose any hardship on you, but wants to purify 
you -and to complete His favour upon you, so that you should 
be thankful (to Him). 

(The Table Spread) 


The above verse was revealed when the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was returning from 
the battle of Banu Mustaliq. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be 
pleased with her) also accompanied him. When they reached 
Madina, the necklace of Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased 
with her) was suddenly broken and fell down somewhere. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
along with other people, stayed there for searching it. When — 
there was time for prayer, water was not available at that 
place; so the companions became worried. In the meariwhile, 
Allah revealed the verses pertaining to tayammum. The 
people were glad to hear this. Usaid bin Hudair, a companion 
said: This is not the first of your ngi O family of pu 
- Bakr. 
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Prayer 


Prayer was made obligatory since the Prophethood of 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him); so in 
the very second revelation it was ordained: Thy Lord magnify 

(The Cloaked One) 


Magnifying means prayer. Since for three years the ' 
invitation ‘to Islam remained hidden and it was not possible to ` 
` offer the prayer publicly due to the fear of the disbelievers, it 
was ordained to pray standing long late in the night. No 
prayer was declared as obligatory during the day. This 
commandment has been clearly given in the Surah 
Muzammil: O thou wrapped up in the raiment! Keep vigil the 
night long, save a little a half thereof, or abate a little thereof 
or add (a little) thereto and chant the Quran in measure. For 
We shall.charge thee with a word of weight. Lo! the vigil of 
the night is (a time) when impression is more keen and 
gaa more certain. Lo! thou hast by day chain of business, 
So remember the name of the Lord and devote thyself with a 
complete devotion. ` 


_ Thereafter two Rak’ahs morning and evening prayers 
were made obligatory: 


Remember the name of thy Lord at morning and 
evening. And worship Him (a portion) of the night. And glorify 


Him through the livelong night. 
(Time) 


The commandment for offering prayer for long hours in 

the night remained effective for full year so that according to 
-Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) there was 
swelling in the Prophet’s feet by standing long in the prayer. 
. After one year, the following verse was revealed abrogating 
the previous commandment declaring it as not an obligatory 
duty: Lo! thy Lord knoweth how thou keepest vigil sometimes 
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nearly two-thirds of the night; or sometimes half or a third 
thereof, as do a party of those with thee. Allah measureth the 
night and the day. He knoweth ye count it not, and turneth 
unto you in mercy. Recite then of the Quran that which is 
easy for you. He knoweth that there are sick folk among you, 


while others travel in the 44d in search of Aliah’s bounty and _ 


others still are fighting for the cause of Allah. So recite of it 
that which is easy. ; 


This prayer of night is called Tahajjud which was 
declared as supererogatory (Nafl) prayer in the above verse. 
Then there remained only three obligatory prayers ie. Fajr 
(morning), Maghrib (evening) and Ish@(night). 


Establish worship at the two ends of the day and in some 
watches of the night. 
_ ad) | 


During M‘iraj (The Ascension) which the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had in the 5th year 
of his Propkethood, five times prayers were made obligatory 
and the following verse of the Surah Bani Israil, which 
contains this event was neweale, 


Establish worship at the en down of the sun until the 
` dark of night, and (the recital of) the Quran at dawn. Lo! (the 
recital of) the Quran at dawn is even witnessed. And some 
part of the night awake for it; a largess for thee. 

A (ihe Children of Israel) 


But there remained only two Rak‘ahs. When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to 
Madina and there his life was comparatively peaceful, four 
Rak‘ahs were made obligatory in stead of two Rak‘ahs. 


However, that devotion, humility and concentration in 
‘worship which can be achieved only in a peaceful atmosphere 
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could not be attained so the wajibat and the etiquettes of 
prayer took sometime to be enforced. Previously, the people 
ra‘sed their eyes to the sky during the prayer. At last the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 


What sort of people are these who raise.their eyes to the 
sky during their prayer. 


Fcr long, if during the prayer if an idea occurred to their 
mind that such and such work remained to be done’ thoy 
conveyed it and if any one greeted them they responded kis 
greeting in the course of prayer. The persons who were 
standing near remained busy in conversation. When the 
emigrants of Abyssinia came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), he was busy in prayer., They 
greeted him as usual; but there was no response. After the 
prayer, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aliah be 
upon him) said: Allah has now ordained not to converse 
during the prayer. Since then talking or responding any one’s 
greeting in the prayer was strictly prohibited. 


Mu‘awiya bin Hakam has reported that once I offered 
prayer with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) when a person sneezed. I said: May Allah have 
mercy on you. The people cast fierce glances at me. I said: 
Why do you look at me in this way? The people clapped their 
thighs. I knew that they wanted to keep me silent. I kept — 
quiet. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) did not punish or relbuke or admonish me. He only said: 
Prayer means Tesbih, Takbir and Qirat, hence talking is not 
permitted therein. - 


The existing method of Tashahhud is different from the 
previous one. The words: Peace be upon such and such person 
were recited calling the names of different persons. At last the 
special words of Tahiyyat were taught which are part and 
parcel of the praver. 
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It has been mentioned in Ahadith that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to place small 
children on his shoulders during the prayer; but when he was 
about to prostrate, he put them down from the shoulders. In 

‘the light of the above Traditions, many scholars are of the 
view that these acts are’ permissible in Nafl (voluntary 
prayer); but we are of the opinon that all these Traditions 
pertained to the. period when conversation or such 
movements. in prayer were not prohibited. Gradually the 
prayer reached its stage of perfection to such an extent that it 
required full - devotion, hymility,' submissivecness, 
concentration and attertion.. When the. verse of the Holy 
Quran that: 


“Successful indeed are the believers who are hamble in . 
their prayers” was revealed, looking here and there in the 
prayer or any movement which diverted the attention from 
prayer were prohibited and it was made essential that all-the 
obligatory duties of prayer should be performed with perfect 
peace, dignity and calmness. 


A person offered his prayer in the presence of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him); but he 
did not. observe the basic etiquettes and duties of prayer well. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: You have not said your prayer, say your prayer again. He 
again said his prayer in the same way. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) again said: You 
have not said your prayer. He again repeated his prayer. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
again observed: You have not said your prayer. At the third 
time, he enquired: How should I offer? The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) instructed that 
Ruki‘ ‘(bowing), Sajdah (prostration) and Qayäm (standing 

“up) should be performed wth perfect peace and tranquillity 
This Tradition has been mentioned in detail in Sahih 
Bukhari. 
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The condition was so worse that once the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was offering his 
prayer in the mosque when a caravan of traders suddenly 
arrived from Syria. With the exception of only twelve men, all 
others who were offering prayer ran towards the caravan. 
Thereupon the following verse was revealed: 


And when they spy some merchandise or pastime they 
break away to it and leave thee standing Say: that which 
Allah hath is better than, pastime and merchandise, and 


Allah is the best of providers. 
(Alatura‘ahd 


- Due to the preaching and education of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) such al 
revolutionary change occurred‘in the lives of the people that 
an Ansar was hit with an arrow thrice; but he did not break 
his prayer. The taste of the Surah which he was reciting made 
him indifferent to the pain of wound inflicted on him. Hadrat 
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) fell down due to. 

. wound and was in exterme agony; but his concentration and 
devotion to Allah did not divert his attention. 


ID and Jum‘ah Prayers 


In Makka it was not possible to collect four men to offer 
prayer. Jum‘ah prayer was therefore not obligatory as the 
first condition of this prayer is congregation; but a large 
number of Ansar in Madina had embraced Islam and there 
was no fear of disturbance during the prayer. So before the 
arrival of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) .to Madina, the Muslims who had migrated to 
Madina offered their first Jum‘ah prayer in mohallah Banu 
Bayada on the persuasion of Asad bin Zarara (may Allah be 
pleased with him) Musa‘b bin ‘Umair led the prayer. There 
were only forty Muqtadis. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) came to Madina, he first 
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stayed in Quba’. He deliberately left Quba’ on Friday. When he 
reached the mohallah Banu Salim, there was time for prayer. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
offered his first Jum‘ah prayer in that mosque. This incident 
happened towards the end of Rabi-ul-Awwal, the first Hijra. 
Outside Madina, in other parts of Arabia, the majority of 
Muslims lived in Jawathi which was situated in Bahrain. It 
has been reported by Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased 
with him) that after the Jum‘ah prayer of Masjid-i-Nabvi, the 
first Jum‘ah prayer was offered in Jawathi; but it is apparent 
that the arrangement for Jum‘ah prayer was not as 
satisfactory as it should be. As we have already stated that 
once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was offering his Jum‘ah prayer in the mosque when the 
dealrs in corn came from Syria. All the Mugqtadis left the 
prayer and went to them’ with the exception of only twelve 
men and according to another Tradition there remained forty 
men. Thereupen the following verses were revealed: 


O ye who believe! When the call is heard for the prayer 
of the day of congregation, haste unto remembrance of Allah 
and leave your trading. That.is better for you if ye did but 
know. And when the prayer is ended, then disperse in the 
land and seek of Allah’s bounty and remember Allah much 
that -ye’ may be successful. But when they spy some 
merchandise or pastime they break away to it and leave thee 
standing. Say: That which Allah hath is better ‘than pastime 
and merchandise, and Allah is the best of providers. 

(Al-Jum‘ah) 


Now the position was that all the treasures of the world 
became insignificant for the Muslims as compared to prayer. 
Allah, the Exalted said in their praise: 


Men whom neither merchandise nor sale beguileth from 
remembrance of Allah and constancy in prayer. 
(Light) 
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‘Id prayer was also offered in Madina, but in the year 
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) came to Madina ‘Id prayer could not be offered; but it 
was declared as Sunnah in the second Hijra. The reason for it 
is that ‘Id is connected with Ramadan and the fasts of 
Ramadan were made obligatory in the second Hijra. 


Prayer at the Time of Danger 


There is no exemption from prayer under any 
circumstances. In a state of danger i.e. during war or battle, it 
has-been ordained that the army should be divided into two 
parts. The first part, equipped with arms, should stand behind 
‘the Imam and offer Qasr prayer, then it should make an 
advance in the battle array and the other part of the army 
which was fighting with the enemy should come back and 
offer Qasr prayer. The Imam should remain in his position. 
According to Ahadith each part of the army is required to 
offer two Rak‘ahs prayer behind the Imam or one’ Rak‘ah 
behind the Imam and one Rak‘ah separately or only one 
Rak‘ah which is obligatory in this case. Abu Dawud has 
mentioned all the aspects of Salat Al-Khauf separately on the 
authority of the companions. In my view, there is no 
difference among them as it depends upon the situations of 
battles. It is up to the Imam to manage in accordance with the 
situation. If the war is raging fiercely, every soldier would 
say his prayer individually with the help of gestures. The 
detail of Salat Al-Khauf has been given in the Surah Nisa’. 
The command for the prayer of danger was revealed in the 
5th Hijra during the Ghazwa Dhat-ur-Riqa. According to some 
reporters, its name was Ghazwa-i-Najd. In Abū Dawud, there 
is a Tradition of Abū ‘Abbas Zarqi, according to which, the 
verse of the prayer of danger was revealed on the occasion of 
the peace of Hudaibiya at ‘Asfan in the 6th Hijra; but a 
majority of narrators of Ahadith and Ahle-Sair are of the view 
that this command relates to the period of Ghazwa Dhat-ur- 


Riqa. 
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Fast 


Before the advent of Islam the Quraish used to keep fast 


_ on the day of ‘Ashura, the day when a covering was laid on the 


Ka‘ba. The Holy Prophet (peace and. blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also used to keep fast on that day and ‘it is also 
possible that his companions might be keeping fast on that 
day to follow him. In the 5th year of Prophethood i.e. eight 
years before the Hijra, in the speech on Islam which Hadrat 
Ja‘far (may Allah be pleased with him) delivered before Negus 
of Abyssinia, a mention of fast was also made; probably it 
referred to the fast of that day. When the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to Madina, 
he learnt that the Jews also kept fast on that day. He 
enquired the reason thereof from the people. THey said: 
Hadrat Misa (peace be upon him) had been delivered from 
the clutches of Pharaoh on this day. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: We 
have more right to follow Musa (peace be upon him) than 
others. So he kept there the fast of ‘Ashiira and also 
instructed his companions to keep the fast. When in the 2nd 
Hijra, the obligatory fasts of Ramadan were ordained, the fast 


.of ‘Ashira became voluntary; but the Holy. Prophet (peace ` 


and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself continued to keep 
this fast. The people said: O Messenger of Allah! The Jews 
have great regard for this day. He said: Next year I shall keep 
fast on the 9th in stead of 10th; but alas, he died that year. 


The Jews way of keeping fast was that they did not eat 
anything ofter ‘Isha’ as it was considered unlawful. 
Intercourse with a woman was also prohibited. In the 
beginning, the Muslims also observed this practice. But when 
the religion reached its perfection the following primary 
principle of Islam was kept in view: 


Allah desireth for you ease; He desireth not hardship. 
(The Cow) 
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There is no monasticism in Islam. 
l (Abu Dawud, Ahmad) 


Due to the above reason, the following verse of the Holy 
Quran was revealed: 


It is made lawful for you to go unto your wives on the 
night of the fast, and eat and drink until the white 
thread becometh distinct to you from the black thread of 


the dawn. 
(The Cow) 


The Arabs were not accustomed to keep fast. In the 
beginning it was very troublesome and difficult for them, so 
the commandments pertaining to fast were enforced and 
completed gradually. When the Holy Prophet (peace, and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) came to Madina, he ordained 
only three fasts in a year. Later on, when the fast was made 
obligatory, it was allowed that whosoever desired to keep fast 
may do so or he may feed a poor. By and by when the people 
were used to it, the following verse was revealed: ‘And 

. whosoever of you is present, let him fast the month. 

(The Cow) 


Now when the fast was undoubtedly made obligatory the 
permission for ransom was withdrawn. However, the one who 
is ill or is on a journey is permitted not to keep fast at that 
time, but is required to fast afterwards. This concession is 
given to make the rigour of fasting bearable in the case of an 
ailing person or traveller. The general public, especially the 
Christians considered the ascetic way of living as: a great 
virtue: so the religious people bore more rigour of fast than 
others. But the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) asked them to refrain from this practice. Once the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
on a journey. He saw that there was rush of men around a 
person. They were affording him a shade. He enquired the 
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reason thereof. They said: This-person has kept fast in the 
heat. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said: It is not right to fast during the journey. Some 
people wanted to fast day and night without any interruption. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
forbade from this act. 


Previously the main aim and object of the fast was to 
bear its severity. So the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) provided all sorts of ease and fasting was 
declared as not obligatory for an ailing person or for the one 
on a journey. During the night, permission was granted to eat 
and drink and do all other works till dawn. The excellence of 
taking of Sahri (meal) before dawn was impressed upon the 
people as it equips a person with enough strength to bear the 
rigour of fast for the whole day. 


- The aim and object of fasting is the purification of soul 
and restraint from low desires i.e sins and evils. Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: If 
one does not abandon falsehood and other actions like it, Allah 
has no need that one should abandon one’s food and drink. 


Zakat ` 


Much stress has been laid in Islam on charity and Zakat 
and the people are exhorted to give charity and Zakat from 
the very beginning of Islam. In the Makkan Surahs, mention 
of Zakat has been made very clearly and warning has been 
given to those who shun charity: 


Hast thou observed him who belieth religion? 
That is he who repelleth the orphan, And urgeth not the 
' feeding of the needy. 

l Vroni Kindness) 


In Madina, verses laying more stress on Zakat and 
charity were revealed. The payment of Sadaqa Fitr on ‘Id was 
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declared as wajib. In the earlier days of Hijra, the Muslims, 
especially the emigrants, were extremely poor. The incidents 
of poverty and hunger of the Muslims as recorded in Ahadith 
relate to this period. Due to this very reason, it was ordained 
that the savings after essential expenditure should be given in 
charity otherwise, there is punishment for those who do not 
do so. 


Those who hoard up gold and silver and spend it not in 
the way of Allah, unto them give tidings of a painful doom. 
(Repentance) 


In the following verse of the Holy Quran, the people 
have been commanded to give in charity what is beyond their 
expenditure: 


They ask thee, what they shall spend. Say: That which 


ye spend for good. . 
(The Cow) 


Many people gave charity; but they kept nice and useful 
things with themselves and gave useless, worn-out or waste 
things. In this connection, the following verse was revealed: 


O ye who believe! Spend of the good things which ye 
have earned and of that which We bring forth from the 
earth for you. 

(The Cow) 


In order to stress this point further, the following verse 
was revealed: Ye will not attain unto piety until ye spend 
of that which ye love. 

(The family of ‘Imran) 


As a result of the above exhortations, the general trend 
towards Sadaqa and charity developed to such an extent that 
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the poor and the destitute went to the bazar so that they 
could earn by manual labour to give Sadaqga and charity. 


However, Zakat was not made obligatory till the 8th 
Hijra. It was declared obligatory after the conquest of Makka. 
As regards the persons to whom Zakat is to be paid they have 
been clearly mentioned in the Holy Quran. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him) appointed collectors of Zakat in all the countries under 

the control of the Muslims in Muharram, the 9th Hijra. The - 
persons who deserve to be paid Zakat are: 


The alms are only for the poor and the needy and those 
who collect them, and those whose hearts are to be 
reconciled, and to free the captives and the debtors, and for 
the cause of Allah and for the wayfarers, a duty imposed by 
Allah. Allah is Knower, Wise. 

(Repentance) 


The rates at which Zakat is to be paid have been 
mentioned in detail in Ahadith. Kitab Az-Zakat of Fiqah is 
based on these Ahadith. 

Hajj 

Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) was the first in the 
world to build a place of Allah’s worship and called all the 
people of the world to come and worship there. 


And (remember) When we prepared for Ibrahim the 
place of the (holy) House, saying: Ascribe thou nothing as 
partner unto Me, and purify My House for those who make 
the round (thereof) and those who stand and those who bow . 
and make prostration. 


And proclaim unto mankind the Pilgrimage. They will 
come to thee on foot and on every lean camel; they will come 
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from every deep ‘ravine. That they may witness things that 
are of benefit to them and mention the name of Allah on 


appointed days. ; 
(The Pilgrimage) 


The people of the world gave a positive response to this 
general call and every year people from far and near Arabia 
came to perform Hajj; but the circumstances took such a bad 
turn that the place of worship which was solely meant to 
establish Tauhid (Sovereignty and Oneness of Allah) became 
a show-room of three hundred and sixty idols and he who was 
the true custodian of this place was constrained to leave it and 
he could not even visit this place for full sixty years. At last 
Makka was conquered and the rightful successor of this place 
appeared. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be . 
upon him) and his companions determined to revive the 
religious practices of Ibrahim. Hajj was declared as obligatory 
in the 9th Hijra. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) did not however, perform Hajj that year as 
the Arabs circumambulated the Ka‘ba nakedly and the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) could not 
tolerate it in the least. He sent Hadrat Abu Bakr and 
Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with them) to announce in 
the Hajj that in future no one would be allowed to 
circumambulate the ka‘ba if he was naked. 


Another reason er this was that, according to the | 
formula of nasi, the month of Hajj receded into Dhul Qada. 
The Hajj of the 9th Hijra was to be performed in that month; 
but the corect month of Hajj was Dhul Hijja. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) therefore, 
waited for one year and performed Hajj at the proper time. 


Reforms of Hajj 


Although Hajj was performed by the disbelievers, they — 
had distorted its shape altogether and introduced so many 
innovations in it that Hajj was not a means of pleasing Allah; 
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but that of incurring His displeasure and wrath. The primary 
aim of Hajj is to commemorate the name of Allah and to 
perform the Manasik (rituals) -of Hajj with devotion and 
concentration but the Arabs who had gathered for Hajj 
eulogized their fore-fathers and repeated their achievements 
with pride. Due to this reason the following verse of the Holy 

Quran was revealed: . 


And when ye have completed your devotions, then 
remember Allah as ye remember your fathers or with a more 
lively remembrance. 


(The Cow) 


The residents of Madina circumambulated the idol 
Manat and so they did not perform the Tawaf of Safa’ and 
Marwa. As the primary aim of Hajj is to commemorate the 
rites of Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and the Tawaf of 
Safa’ and Marwa is also one of these rites,. Hajj is not 
completed without performing it. In this connection, ‘the 
following verse of the Holy Quran was revealed: 


Lo! (the mountains) As-Safa’ and Al-Marwa are among 
the indications of Allah. It is therefore no sin for him who is 
on pilgrimage to the House (of Allah) or visiteth it, to go 
around them. 

= (The a 


Some people proceeded on Hajj (as i it aften happens now- 
a-days) without having any provision for the journey. They 
said: We are content. These people had to beg or depend upon 
others for help. Therefore, the following verse of the Holy . 
Quran was revealed: So make provision for yourselves 
(hereafter); for the best provision is to ward off evil 

; _ (The Cow) 


During the state of Ihram it is forbidden to get one’s hair 
cut or trimmed; but those ignorant were very strict in this | 
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matter so much so that heads of some persons were filled 
with so many lice that there arose the possbility of their 
vision being blurred; but even then they did not get their hair 
cut. But in Islam the commandmants and acts of worship and 
devotion are not rigorous and are not beyond the strength of 
man. . 


And whoever among you is sick or hath an ailment of the 
head must pay ransom of fasting or almsgiving or offering. 


Previously, the blood of sacrificial animals was rubbed on 
the wall of the Kaʻba considering it to be a source of reward. 
In this connection the following verse of the Holy Quran was 
revealed: : 


Their flesh and their blood reach not Allah, but the 


devotion from you reacheth Him. 
(The Pilgrimage) 


The above verse is not in negation of animal sacrifice but 
it implies that sarifice is not an end in itself but the real aim 
behind it is to inculcate piety and fear of Allah in the people. 


The greatest innovation which the Quraish had 
introduced in Hajj against the tenets of Islam was that they 
did not allow the people to go to ‘Arafat, the greatst place of 
worship open to all and said: We are the inhabitants of Haram 
and we cannot go beyond that. It is derogatory for our family. 


So they stayed at Muzdalifa. The rest of the Arabs 
gathered in ‘Arafat and from there they came to Muzdalifa 
and Mina walking. As Islam believes in equality among human 
beings and the same principle is applicable to ‘Ibadat (acts of 
worship and devotion), it was ordained: 


But when ye press on in the multitude from ‘Arafat, 
remember Allah by the sacred monument. Remember Him as 
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He hath guided you, although before ye were of those astray. 
Then hasten onward from the place whence the multitude 
hasteneth onward, and ask forgiveness of Allah. Lo! Allah is 
Forgiving, Merciful. 

(The Cow) 


Since they believed that the animal was sacrificed at the 
alter of god, they did not ride on it; in stead they preferred to 
bear the hardship of walking on foot. This practice remained 
in vogue till the advent of Islam. Once the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) saw that during 
the Hajj journey sacrificial camels were with him; but he was 
walking on foot. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: Why dont you ride? He said: These 
are camels for sacrifice. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) again‘asked him to ride; but 
he offered the same excuse. Thereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) reprimanded him 
saying: Ride. 


The people had introduced a new Hajj called Haijj-i- 
Musammat i.e. a person proceeding on Hajj did not speak 
anything from the beginning to the end of Hajj. Islam forbade 
to undergo this unjustified rigour. Once Hadrat Abū Bakr 
(may Allah be pleased with him) saw a woman of Akhmas 
namely, Zainab who did not talk with anyone. When he 
enquired about her, he was told that the woman had intended 
to perform Hajj-i-Musammat (Hajj of Silence). Hadrat ‘Umar 
(may Allah be pleased with him) said: It is forbidden to. 
perform this Hajj..If pertains to the age of Ignorance. 


The most detestable and immodest thing was that the 
Quraish (with the exception of Hamas) males and females 
circumambulated the Ka‘ba nakedly and they cast off their 
clothes as soon as they entered the Haram. They borrowed 
clothes from any Quraish and if they did not get them, they 
completed the Tawaf (circuits) nakedly. The women also did 
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so and hymned the following verses: Today full or a portion 
thereof would be opened. And that which is ApEn | is not 
deemed lawful by me. 


- Thereupon the following verse of the Holy Quran was 
revealed: 


O children of Adam! Look to your eme at every 


place of worship. 
(The Heights) 


Due to the above reasons, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) sent Hadrat Abū Bakr Siddiq 
(may Allah be please with him) in the 9th Hijra and he 
announced amidst the Hajj that in future none should 
perform Hajj nakedly. 


Dealings » 


According to the shariah which was consummated 
gradually, the commands pertaining to inheritance, marriage, 
divorce, Qisas and punishments etc. were revealed much later 
than Prophethood. The reason for this was that a supreme 
power was required for the enforcement of these commands 
whereas Islam was not so powerful at that time. It began to 
wield power and influence after the battle of Badr. During the 
first and second year of Hijra, the commands which were . 
revealed related to the transfer of Qibla, the obligatory duties, 
such as keeping fasts, Sadaqa Fitr, ‘Id prayer and animal 
sacrifice. During the third year, Islam emerged as a political 
. power and first of all the law of the Torah was revealed in the _ 
Holy Quran. 


Inheritance 


In the beginning, when the Muslims came to Madina, 
the condition was that if the father was a believer his son was 
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a disbeliever. One brother was a Muslim whereas the other 
was a non-Muslim. In these circumstances, it was not possible 
to enforce the law of inheritance among the relatives and 
inheritors. When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) came to Madina, he established 
brotherhood and fraternity among the Muhajirin (emigrants) 
and Ansar, according to which a principle was set that in case 


any Ansar died, his property would go to the Muhajirin. 


Previously it was also a custom among the Arabs that any two 
persons made a covenant between them that the one who 
survived would be the inheritor of the other. But the Holy 


. Quran abrogated this custom in the 3rd Hijra: 


And those who are akin are nearer one to another in the 
ordinance of Allah. 
i (The Spoils of War) 


And the inheritance on the basis of the above 
brotherhood became null and void and it was restricted to the 
near relatives and blood relations. Before the revelation of the 
verse of the Torah, the Holy Quran had introduced the 
method of leaving a will by the deceased that so much share 
or shares of his property and wealth should be given to such 
and such person or persons and after his death his property 
and wealth was distributed in accordance with his will. It was 
obligatory for every Muslim to complete such a will before his 
death: 


It is prescribed for you, when one of you approacheth 
death, if he leave wealth, that he bequeath unto parents and 
near relatives in kindness. (This is) a duty of all those who 
ward off evi. — ' l 

: (The Cow) 


For those who proceeded on journey, a separate law of 


. witness and evidence was made by the Holy Quran. It was a 


criminal offence to hide or change the witness; the full detail 
of which has been given in the Surahs Baqara and Ma’ida. 
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After the battle of Badr, there was sufficient increase in the 
number of Muslims and many tribes and families embraced 
Islam, as result of which a specific law of inheritance was 
needed. The rule regarding the will could not be applied 
effectively in the case of sudden death; for instance, 
thousands of people participated in Jihad but no body knew 
beforehand as to who would court martyrdom. In the absence 
of any will in such cases, the relatives who could lay their 
hands on his property and wealth took possession of it. This 
exactly happened during the battle of Uhud. Sa‘d bin Al-Rabi‘ 
(may Allah be pleased with him) who was a rich companion 
suffered martyrdom in this battle. His wife came to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: 
Sa‘d has died as martyr in your service. He has left behind 
two daughters but Sa‘d’s brother has taken possession of all 
his wealth and property. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Allah will make the 
decision. Then probably in the fourth Hijra, the following 
verse of the Holy Quran was revealed: 


_ Allah has pronounced for you concerning distant 
kinderd. If a man die childless and he has a sister hers is half 
the heritage and he would have inherited from her had she 
died childless. And if there be two sisters, then theirs are two- - 
thirds of the heritage, and if they be brethren, men and 
women, unto male is the equivalent of the share of two 
females. Allah expoundeth unto you, so that ye err not. Allah 
is Knower of all things. 

: (The Tab (Nisa’) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) sent for Sa‘d’s brother and said to him: Give two-thirds 
out of Sa‘d’s mheritance to his daughters and one-eight to his 
wife and the rest belongs to you. 


Arabs deprived the women of their share from the 
inheritance saying: He who fights with the sword has the 
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right to inherit. This custom was in vogue among the majority 
of the nations of the world. For the first time in the history of 
nations, the right of the woman was acknowledged and 
granted. ? 


Even after the revelation of the commands pertaining to 
inheritance, the sanction for making a will still existed. As it 
was feared lest the right of the rightful owners should be - 
usurped or overlooked, so limitations’ were required to be 
imposed on this practice. In the tenth Hijra, Hadrat Sa‘d (the 
father of ‘Ad) became ill. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) went to enquire after his 
health. He said: I am dying I have only one daughter. I want 
to give two-third of my wealth in charity. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not grant him 
that permission. He said: Should I give half? The. Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: This 
is also too much. To leave the inheritors rich is better than 
that they should beg. However, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) gave the sanction of one-third. 
Since then it is unlawful to give more than one-third by will. 


Dedication 


Dedication is an important issue in the Shari‘ah and 
Islam has resolved this issue so excellently that no other 
religion has been able to do. Due to this reason, Shah Wali 
Allah has claimed in his Book Hujjat Al-Baligha that Islam is 
the inventor of the formula of dedication. The history of 
dedication in Islam is very ancient. In the first year of Hijra, 
the foundation of the Masjid-i-Nabvi was laid on the land 
belonging to two orphans. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) tried to pay the cost of the 
land; but they said: By Allah, we shall not demand its price 
but from Allah. 


This was the first dedication made in Islam in a very 
simple manner. Therefore, Imam Bukhari has mentioned this 
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Hadith as an evidence of Wagqf-i-Matha‘ (Dedication as public 
property). After this the following verse was revealed in the 
4th and 5th Hijra: 


You will not attain unto piety until ye spend of that 


which you love. 
(The Family of ‘Imran) 


Abi Talha (may Allah be pleased with him) came to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
said: O Messenger of Allah! I love Birha the most. I give it in 
Sadaqa for the sake of Allah in the hope of favour and reward 
from Allah. You may spent it as you like. He dedicated the 
profit accuring therefrom to his relatives. 


So for dedication meant giving ‘over one’s personal 
wealth or property to be spend in the cause of Allah. After the 
battle of Khaibar in the 9th Hijra, this position was made 
quite. clear. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
got a piece of land in Khaibar. He wanted to dedicate it to 
Islam and so he came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah. be upon him) who observed: If you desire 
you.may keep the real property (land) but give the profit in 
Sadaqa. The properip was dedicated on the E 
conditions: 


The real property should neither be sold, bequeathed, 
gifted nor inherited. ; 


Marriage and Divorce 


The commands introducing reforms in marriage will be 
_ discussed in detail under the- heading, "Reforms". It is 
however, sufficient to mention here that many practices of 
marriage were in vogue before the advent of Islam. Excepting 
one, all of them were nothing short of adultery. First of all, 
Islam prohibited all such marriages. Mut‘a (temporary 
marriage) was in vogue ‘since the Age of Ignorance. It was 


Ti? . 


frequently declared as lawful and unlawful; but it was strictly 
forbidden during the battle of Khaibar in the 7th Hijra. 
However, the need arose to decalre it as illegal publicly and 
during the caliphate of Hadrat ‘Umar (may -Allah be 
duepleased with him) he announced on the pulpit: I declare 
Mut‘a as illegal. In the past due publicity could not be given to 
this evil and illegal practice and I now declare it as absolutely 
illegal. 


The other commands of marriage and divorce for 
instance, the detail of Muharramat according to the Shari‘ah, 
the permission to marry with the wife of the adopted son 
(after having the divorce) restrictions on polygamy, number of 
divorces, the period of ‘idda, settlement of dowry, the practice 
of divorce wherein the husband had to say to his wife: Thou 
art as the back of my mother and she was divorced. La‘an, 
wherein separation between husband and wife was brought 
about with the help of four oaths and one curse upon himself 
if one tells a lie in order to prove the charge of adultery. All 
these topics will be discussed under the heading, “Reforms”. 
It is sufficient to mention here that these commands have 
been given in the Holy Quran and were revealed i in the 4th 
and 5th Hijra. 


Hudiid and Punishments 


In this world of matter nothing is more valuable than 
the human life. Mostly the laws pertaining to Hudiid and 
Punishments were revealed a few years after the Hijra; but so 
far as human life was concerned, the instruction for its 
protection had already been given in Makka. The moral 
instructions given at the time of M‘iraj (Ascendance) also 
contain the following commandments: 


And slay not the life which Allah hath forbidden save 
with right. Whoso is slain wrongfully, we have given power to 
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his heir, but let him not commit excess in slaying. Lo! he will 


be helped. 
(The Children of Israel) 


In Arabia, the laws for Murder and Qisas existed even in 
the pre-Islamic days. A collection of laws pertaining to Hudud 
and Punishments as based on the Torah was also with the. 
Jews, a famous community of Arabia; but, there is no denying 
the fact that due to lack of any administrative and „spiritual 
power, these laws could not be enforced. As soon as the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to 
Makka, the Jews went to him to get the decision of their 
cases. He generally decided their cases in the light of the 
Torah. - ` 

_In Arabia, in consequence of the murder of one person 
fierce war between many tribes began. After the battle of 
Badr when Islam became a ruling power the law of Qisds was 
revealed. As we have already said the Jew tribes, namely 
Banu Quraiza and Bani Nadir lived in the neighbourhood of 
_ Madina. Bani ‘Nadir was considered _as more honourable 

between the two. If any one among Bani Nadir was killed by 
a man of Bani Quraiza, the latter was killed by Bani Nadir 
And in case any one of Banu Quraiza was murdered by Banu 
Nadir, they paid one hundred wasq of dates as Qisas (blood 
money). Such an incident occurred after the’ arrival of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in 
Madina. The people made an appeal to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) against this 
practice. Thereupon, the few verses of Surah Ma’ ida were 
revealed; one of them is mentioned below: 


- - s 


And We prescribed for them therein; the life for the life, 
and the eye for the eye, and the nose for the nose and the ear 
for the ear, and for the wounds retaliation. 

'. (The Table Spread) 
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The above command was for the Jews, another verse 
made this point quite clear: 


O ye who believe! Retaliation is prescribed for you in the 
matter of the murdered. 


` (The Cow) 


The above verse established the rule of justice and 
equality for ever. There was no law of diyat (blood-wit) among 
the Jews; but this was in vogue among the Arabs. Islam 
continued to act upon it with certain amendments: 


And for him who is forgiven somewhat by his (injured) 
brother, persecution according to usage and payment unto 
him in kindness. ` ; . ` , (The Cow) 

‘ Hitherto, there was distinetion between a deliberate and 
indeliberate murder. In the 6th Hijra, a Muslim killed another 
Muslim through mistake and a person of Quraish was killed 
by an Ansar of the Muslims. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) reconciled the brother of the 
deceased on payment of the price of blood; but he embraced 
Islam of a hypocrite and killed the Ansar through treachery 
and befriended with Quraish. In this connection various 
commandments were revealed: 

It is not for a believer to kill a believer unless (it be) by 
mistake. He who hath killed a believer by mistake must set 
free a believing slave, and pay the blood-money to the family 
of the slain, unless they remit it as a charity. If he (the 
vicitim) be of a people hostile unto you, and he is a believer, | 
. then (the penance is) to.set free a believing slave. And if he © 
cometh of a folk between whom and you there is a covenant 
then the blood money must be paid unto his folk and (also) a 
believing slave must be set free. And whoso hath not the 
wherewithal must fast two consecutive monthes. A penance 
from Allah. Allah is Knower, Wise. Whoso slayeth a believer of 
set purpose, his reward is Hell for ever. Allah is wroth against 


120 


him. He hath cursed him and prepared for him an aweful 
doom. 


(Women) 


It has been reported by Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him): This was the last command regarding 
Qisds and murder. The announcement for holding the life of a 
person as sacred was made at the conquest of Makka when . 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
obseved: I trample upon the blood shed in the Age of 
Ignorance. Thereafter, he restricted the amount of blood- 
money in the case of “indeliberate murder.. The price of 
indeberate murder was fixed at 400 dinars to be paid by the 
inhabitants of that place. 


Till the 6th Hijra, no limit for punishment was fixed for 
the looters and dacoits. In the 6th Hijra some people of the 
tribe of ‘Akl.and ‘Arina embraced Islam. The climate of this 
place ~did not suit them. The Holy Prophet (peace .and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) gave them permission to stay 
in a pasture ‘outside the city. Once they killed the Muslim 
herdmen mercilessly by giving them various tortrues and 
drove away their animals. They were arrested and brought to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
who ordered to kill them after giving them similar tortures. 
Although this revenge involved equal treatment, some sort of 
callousness was included therein, Sc the following verse of the 
Holy Quran containing separte instructions for inflicting 
pusinsment on the dacoits were revealed: 


The only reward of those who make war upon Allah and 

His Messenger and strive after corruption in the land will be 

that they will be killed or crucified, or have their hands and 

feet on Iternate sides cut off, or will be expelled out of the 
land. | 

(The Table Spread) 
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After the life the next number is that of property In the 
pre-Islamic days, the punishment for cutting the thief’s hand 
was in vogue. Islam continued this punishment. 


In the 8th Hijra at the conquest of Makka, a woman of 
the tribe of Makhazim committed this offence. Since she 
belonged to a noble family, there was much anxiety among | 
the Muslims. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) liked Hadrat Uasma bin Zaid (may Allah be 
pleased with him) very much. Hadrat Usāma (may Allah be 
pleased with him) was asked to intercede with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) on her 
hehalf. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) became furious. He called the people and addressed 
them: The cause of destruction of the people before you was 
that they enforced the laws upon the lower class of society; 
but when anyone among the upper class was found guilty of a 
crime, they overlooked him. By Allah, if my daughter, 
Fatimah had committed theft I would not have hesitated to 
cut her hand. The effect of this speech was this that all the 
people in the gathering agreed to act upon the advice. There 
was no punishment for adultery among the Arabs. According 
‘to the Torah, the pusisment for this offence was rajm (stoning 
to death); but due to moral weakness, they could not 
implement this law. Instead of rajm, they besmeared his face 
with something black and led him through every street and 
bazar in order to advertise his guilt. When the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to Madina, 
the Jews presented the case of a criminal to him. He 
enquired: What is the punishment for such a crime in your 
religion? The Jews made him aware of their custom. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) demanded | 
the Torah and. asked them to read out. They put their finger 
on the verse pertaining to rajm in order to hide it. At length a 
Jew convert searched out that verse and read it. Thereupon 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: O Allah! This your command these people have made 
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null and void. I am the first person to revive this command of 
yours. It is evident from Ahadith that in the case of married 
(persons) there is a punishment of stoning to death and for 
unmarried persons it is one hundred lashes. In the 7th Hijra, 
a Muslim committed adultery and made a confession of his 
guilt. Although the people did not know about it; but he 
preferred to be punished in this world than in the Hereafter. 
He came to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and said: I have wronged myself; I have committed 
adultery and I desire that you should purify me. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) made an 
inquiry and ordered him to be stoned to death. 


Drinking of wine was prohibited in the 5th Hijra. 
‘However, no punishment was prescribed for this offence 
during the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) time. He gave forty stripes with two lashes to a person 
who had drunk wine. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased 
with him) gave the punishment of eighty stripes for drinking. 


The punishment for the slander imputing unchastity to 
women is eighty safes as has been mentioned in the Holy 
Quran: 


_ And these who accuse honourable women but bring not 
four witnesses, scourge them with eighty stripes and never 
(afterwards) accept their testimony. (Light). 


There are three tings in this world i.e. life, property and 
honour. The penal laws of Islam called Hudiid and Ta‘zirat 
are for the sake of safeguarding these three things. The Holy . 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said in the 
following celerated address ‘of Hajjat-ul-Wada‘: O People! 
Verily your blood your property and your honour are sacred as 
this day is sacred in this sacred territory. 
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The Lawful and the Unlawful 


There was no restriction on eating and drinking in 
Arabia, there being no concept of the lawful and the unlawful. 
They did not even spare dead bodies and insects. Of course, 
they did not touch the animals which they had dedicated to 
their idols as they considered it to be a sin. In the case of a 
still-born baby both husband and wife could eat it, but a live 
child could be eaten by the male only. These customs have 
been mentioned in detail in the Surah Al-An‘am. Although 
most of those commandments were revealed in Madina but 
those relating to permission or prohibition of eatables had 
begun to be revealed in Makka. After repudiating these 
practices of the polythcists, the following instructions were 
revealed in the Surah Al-An‘am 


Say: I find not in that which is revealed unta me aught 
prohibited to an eater that he eats thereof, except it be 
carrion, or blood poured forth, or swineflesh for. that 
verily is foul or the abomination which was immolated to 
the, name of other than Allah. But whoso is compelled 
(therto), neither craving nor transgressing, (for him) lo! 
your Lord is Forgiving, Merciful. . 

: | . _ (Cattle) 


The polytheists were surprised to hear that it was 
unlawful to eat the animal which died a natural death 
whereas that which was sacrificed with one‘s hand was lawful 
to eat although, according to them, there seemed to be hardly 
any difference between the two. Thereupon the following 
verse was revealed: l . 


Eat of that over which the name of Allah hath been 
mentioned, if ye are believers in his revelations. How 
should ye not eat of that over which the name of Allah 
has been mentioned, when he hath explained unto you 
that which is forbidden unto you. 

(Cattle) 
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Thereafter the verse of the Surah Nahl: So eat of the 
lawful and goad food which Allah hath provided for you, was 
revealed wherein the previons instructions were repeated and 
the same four things i.e. dead body, swine and animals 
sacrificed to the idols were declared as prohibited. When the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came 
to Madina, for the first time, the instructions regarding the 
prohibition of these four things were repeated in the Surah 
Baqara. In Arabia there was hardly any distinction between 
the lawful and the unlawful. Besides savageness and ignorance, 
another cause of this was their poverty. No sooner did the 
financial position of the Muslims became better than they 
began to realize the difference between the lawful and the 
unlawful. The people were generally of the view that the 
animal which died of some disease was dead; but in case it 
died due to any other reason it was not considered as dead and 
could be eaten. Four or five years after the Hijra, the 
implication of maitah (the dead animal) was explained in the 
Surah Ma’ida of the Holy Quran i.e it had died by strangling 
or by breaking of neck or by falling from above or by the horn 
of another animal and torn out and eaten by an animal. Only 
that animal which has been sacrificed with your hand is 
lawful (to be eaten). 


In the 7th Hijra Khaibar was conquered and a number of 
estates came in the hands of the Muslims and distinction was 
made in different kinds of animals. It was declared that 
donkey, beasts of prey and the birds with claws are forbidden 
to be eaten. In the 8th Hijra, after the conquest of Makka, the 
tribe of Tayy who were Christians embraced Islam and some 
Christians of Syria also became Muslims. They had tamed 
hunting dogs with which they hunted. When they embraced 
Islam, they came to know that dead animals are forbidden to 
be eaten in Islam. They went to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), made him aware of this 
position and enquired about hunting. Thereupon the 
following‘verse of Holy Quran was revealed: l 


————— SES 
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They ask thee (O Muhammad) what is made lawful for 


them. Say: (all) good things are made lawful for you. 
` (The Table Spread) 


l Then further detail and those beasts and birds of prey 
which ye have trained, as hounds are trained, are made to run 
after the hunt reciting the name of Allah, the flesh thereof is 
lawful to be eaten, has been given. 


Prohibition of Wine 


It is a general impression of the enemies of Islam that 
the popularity of the religion of Islam was mainly due to 
poligamy which supported sexual indulgence and the Arabs 
accepted this religion without any hesitation as it suited to 
their temperament. We shall discuss this point in the next 
pages. Here we would like to give the historical background of 
wine. The Arabs were very fond of wine. The whole country 
was immersed in wine. The greatest and the most favourite 
topic of the Arab poets was wine. The commandments ‘of 
Islam were enforced gradually at the proper times keeping in 
view the particular situations and circumstances and the 
same was done in the case of wine. 


Wine was drunk profusely in Madina. The nobles, chiefs 
and high gentry drank openly. Nevertheless, there were such 
pious men in Arabia who had given up wine as this act was 
against moral conduct. Islam had not yet announced its 
decision in this respect. The people enquired about it. Hadrat 
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 


O Allah! Instruct us clearly about wine. Thereupon the 


following verse was revealed: 


They question thee about strong drink and games of . 


chance. Say: In both is great sin and some utility for men; but 
the sin of them is greater than their usefulness. 
(The Cow) 
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Even after the revelation of the above verse, the people 
did not give up wine. Once an Ansar gave an invitation to 
Hadrat ‘Abdur Rahman bin “Auf (may Allah be pleased with 
him) wherein wine was served. After the meal, there was 
time for Maghrib (evening) prayer and Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah 
be pleased with him) led the prayer; but he was intcxicated | 
and no one knew what did he recite in the prayer in that ` 
state. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) again 
prayed to Allah that He might instruct them clearly about 
wine. Thereupon, the following verse was revealed: 


O ye who iea Draw not near ato prayer when ye 


are drunken, till ye know that which ye utter. 
. (Women) 


. On the revelation of the above verse, the Holy Prophet 

‘(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ordered an 
announcer to announce at the time of prayer that no 
intoxicated person should come in the prayer, But since this 
prohibition was restricted to prayer only, the people drank 
without any hesitation at other times, Hadrat ‘Umar (may 
Allah be pleased with him) again beseeched. Allah for 
complete prohibition of wine. In the meanwhile, some people 
drank so much that they lost all their senses and began to 
beat one another. Thereupon, the following verse of the Holy 
Quran v was revealed: 


O ye who believe, strong drink and games of chance and 
idols and divining arrows are only an infamy of Satan’s hand: 
work. Leave it aside in order. that ye may succeed. Satan 
seeketh only to cast among you enmity and hatred by means 
of strong drink and games of chance and to turn you from 
remembrance of Allah and from (His) worship. Will ye then 


have done? 
(The Table Spread) 


With the revelation of the above verse -complete 
‘restrictions were imposed on wine. The Holy Prophet (peace 
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and blessings of Allah be upon him) ordered that an 
announcement may be made in the streets: From today 
onward no one is permitted to drink wine. However the trade 
of wine and its buying and selling continued. In the 8th Hijra, 
transaction in wine was also forbidden. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) called the people to 
Masjid-i-Nabvi and made the announcement before them. In 
the same year, at the conquest of Makka, he publicly forbade 
to transact in the things which are forbidden to be kept or 
eaten. He observed: Verily, Allah and His Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Ailah be upon him) has forbidden the 
transaction in wine, carrion, swine and idols. 


Just imagine the manner in which restrictions were 
imposed on wine after declaring it unlawful publicly. The 
exact year in which it happened is not known and there is 
divergence of opinion among the scholars of Ahadith and 
reporters. Hafiz Ibn Hajar has stated i in his interpretation of 
the Surah Ma’ida: 


It appears that wine was made unlawful in the 8th Hijra, 
in the year of victory of Makka, as has been reported by Imam 
Ahmad on the authority of ‘Abdur Rahman bin Wa‘ala that he 
enquired from Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) about the selling of wine. He said: The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had a 
friend belonging to the tribe of Thaqif or Daus. The latter met 
him on the victory of Makka and presented a skinful of wine. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: Don’t you know that Allah has forbidden wine. 


In our view, the arguments of Hafiz Ibn Hajar are not 
correct. It is apparent from the above Hadith that till the 
conquest of Makka he was not aware of the fact that wine was 
prohibited; but this does not prove that the commandment 
pertaining to its prohibition had not yet been revealed as 
some-times the commandments did not reach the far off 
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places for long. Besides this, it is quite evident from some 
traditions that drinking wine had been declared as unlawful 
before the canquest of Makka. It is impossible that restriction 
on such a detestable thing like wine should not have been 
imposed till the 8th Hijra. The fact is that restriction on 
drinking wine had been imposed on the fhird or fourth year 
after the Hijra. 


Prohibition of Usury 


Usury is one of the evil practices which the Arabs could 
not give up as they had become used to it. The commands 
declaring it as illegal were, therefore, revealed gradually. The 
Quraish were generally businessmen and the rich and 
affluent among them lent money to the poor and destitute 
cultivators and in case they could not return it, they had to- 
pay interest thereon annually and thus their principal amount 
went on multiplying. The uncle of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him), Hadrat ‘Abbas himself 
was a big usurer (before Islam). When the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to Madina he 
saw that due to Jew businessmen different forms of usury 
were in vogue among the Arabs. First of all, he declared the 
purchasing and selling of gold and silver on loan when 
payment is to be made in the future as usury and then 
prohibited the act of taking exorbitant rates of interest. 


O ye who believe! Devour not usury, doubling and 
quadrupling (the sum lent). Observe your duty to Allah, that 
ye may be successful. 

(The Family of ‘Imran) 


Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) forbade the exchange of two homogeneous 
commodities, having different number, different size and 
different value) by increasing or decreasing their value {as it 
carries within it the element of interest). In the 7th Hijra, 
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during the battle of Khaibar, the Muslim traders began to 
transact with the Jew traders. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) declared that selling of gold at 
the rate of gold coin by increasing and decreasing its price is 
also a form of usury. The instrucions regarding prohibition of 
usury and interest were revealed in detail in the 8th Hijra; In 
this connection the following verse of the Surah Rogar was 
first revealed after that of the Surah Al-i-‘Imran. 


Those who swallow usury cannot rise up save as he 
ariseth when the devil hath prostrated by (his) touch. That is 
because they say: Trade is just like usury whereas Allah 
- permitteth trading and forbiddeth usury. He unto whom an 
admonition from his Lord cometh, and (he) refraineth, he 
shall keep that which is past. 

(The Cow) 


The people said: usury is also a sort of business. If 
business is allowed then why usury should be illegal? The 
answer to this question is given in the next volume. We have 
given here the dates on which this practice was declared as 
illegal: However, complete ban was not imposed on usury till 
the revelation of the following verse some time after that in 
the 8th Hijra. 


O ye who believe! Observe your duty to Allah and give up 
what remaineth (due to you) from usury, if ye are (in truth) 
believers. . A 

(The Cow) 


When the above verse was revealed, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of. Allah be upon him) called all the 
people to the mosque and announced: In the 9th Hijra, the 
peace which was made with the inhabitants of Najran also 
contained the condition that they would not transact in usury. 
In the month of Dhul Hijja, the 10th Hijra, on the day of 
Hajjat-ul-Wada‘, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) declared all the transations based on usury 
and interest as cancelled before the revelation of this verse. 


Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be: pleased with, him) 
observed: The prohibition of usury is the last of the 
commands of Islam. 


THE LAST YEAR, HAJJAT-UL-WADA‘, COMPLETION OF 
THE DUTY OF PROPHETHOOD | 


4 


DHUL HIJJA, THE 10TH HIJRA, FEBRUARY, 632 


When Allah’s succour d triumph cometh and thou 
seest mankind entering the religion of Allah in troops, 


Then hymn the praises of thy Lord'and seek forgiveness of 
Him. Lo! He is ever ready to show mercy. 
, (Succour) 

ns the verse giving thanks to Allah for His 
succour and victory and seeking pardon from. Him and 
hymning His praises have no links. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with him) once enquired from the people in a 
gathering the interpretation of this verse: The people. gave 
different interpretations. Hadrat ‘Umdr (may Allah be pleased 
with him). looked -at ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who was tender in age and hesitated to - 
answer. Hadrat -‘Umar_ (may Allah be pleased with him) 
exhorted him to answer. He said: This verse is an indication of 
the death of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) as it lays stress on Istaghfar (seeking: forgiveness 
from Allah). . 


With the revelation of the above Surah, he had become 
aware that the time for his departure had drawn near. It was, 
therefore, necessary that all the .basic principles of the 
Shari‘ah and those of moral conduct and behaviour should be 
announced publicity. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 


of Allah be upon him) had not performed Hajj since migration. ` 


For a long time the Quraish stood in his way. The peace of 
Hudaibiya afforded him an opportunity;. but the 
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circumstances demanded that this duty should be performed 
at the end. 


` It was declared in Dhul Qa‘da that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was proceeding on 
Hajj. -This news spread within no time and the whole of 
Arabia gathered to accompany him.*On Saturday, the 26th 
Dhul Qa‘da, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) took a bath, puton a sheet of cloth and tehmad 
(lower garment) and came out of Madina after the noon 
prayer and ordered ali his wives to accompany him. There is a 
place Dhul-Hulaifa at a distance of six miles from Madina 
which is a Miqat of Madina. Theyre the Holy Prophet (peace - 
` and blessings of Allah.be upon him) stayed for the night. On ' 
the next day, he again took a bath and Hadrat ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with him) applied perfume to his sacred body 
with her hand. Then he offered two Rak‘ahs prayer, rode the 
camel, Qaswa’ and put on the pilgrims’ garb ([hram) and said 
these words in aloud voice: . : 


Here I am at Thy service, here I am O Allah! I am here 
(and declare that) there is no partner with Thee. I am here at 
Thy service. All praise and blessings and necermanky belong to 
Thee. Thou has no P 


Hadrat Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) has 
reported: When I raised my eyes I saw that as far as the eyes 
could see, there was a vast multitude of men around me. 
When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) called Labbaik he was followed by lac of voices in his 
recitation repeating what he said; the hills and deserts echoed - 
their voice. 


At the time of the conquest of Makka, the places at 
which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had stayed during the journey and offered his prayers, 
the people had built mosques thereon being sacred and full of 
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blessings.: The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) offered prayers in these mosques during his Hajj 
journey. When he reached Sarif, he took a bath. On the next 
day, that is, on Sunday, the 4th of -Dhul-Hijja, he reached 


Makka, this journey took nearly 19 days. When the children of . 


Bantu Hashim heard the news of his arrival, they came out of 
their, houses with their „hearts filled with joy. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave them 
a ride on his camel out of love and affection for them. When . 
he glanced at the Ka‘ba, he prayed: O Allah! Grant this House 
more honour and dignity. Then he hastened to the Ka‘ba and 
made seven circuits of the House of Allah. After having 
completed the circuits, he offered two Rak‘ahs prayer at the 
station of Ibrahim and recited the verse: And take ye the 
station of Ibrahim as a place of worship. 

> (The Cow) 


When he reached Safa’, he recited the following verse: 


Behold! Safa’ and Marwa are among the symbols of 
Allah. - 
i (The Cow) 


When he cast a glance : at the Ka‘bah, he recited the 
following words: 


None has the right to be worshiped but Allah, He is One 
_without partner. For Him is the kingdom of heaven and earth 
and all praise. He makes to live- and to die and He Himself 
lives, but never dies. And in His Hand is goodness, and He is 
All-Powerful. None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, 
Allah is true to His promise. He helped His servant and gave 
strength to his troups and routed, the confederates by 
Himself. 
“He descended from Safa’ and came to Marwa. There he 
again prayed and recited Tahlil. The Arabs did not perform 
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‘Umra during the days of Hajj considering it to be illegal. After 
making seven runs between the hills of Safa’ and Marwa, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ’ 
asked the people who had not sacrificial animals to take off 
Ihrārn after completing ‘Umra. Some companions made an 
excuse to perform ‘Umra as they were accustomed to the 
practice already in. vogue. Thereupon, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: If I had not 
sacrificial animal with me, I would also do the same. Hadrat 
‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) had been sent to Yemen 
some time ago. He hastened to Makka along with a caravan of 
pilgrims of Yemen. Since they had sacrificial animals with 
them, they did not take of their Ihrams. On Thursday, the 8th 
Dhul-Hijja, they encamped in Mina along with other Muslims. 
On the next day i.e. 9th Dhul Hijja, they set out from Mina on 
Friday after the morning prayer. - 


It was ‘customary with the Arabs that when they . 
proceeded on Hajj from Makka,-they stayed in Muzdalifa in 


š stead of ‘Arafat as the former was situated within the limits of 


Haram. The Quraish were of the view that in case they 
performed the rituals of Hajj at any other place instead of . 
Haram, they would be humbled and it would be against their 


being a unique nation. But Islam which aimed at establishing 


equality and brotherhood could not tolerate this distinction. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) came to ‘Arafa t along with the common people and 
proclaimed: 


Stay at your sacred place. You are on the heritage of 
your father Ibrahim. 


That is, the stay of the pilgrims in ‘Arafa is in 
commemoration of the memory of Ibrahim who had selected 
this place specially for this purpose. There is a place, namely, 
Namira. There the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
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be upon him) stayed in a camp of blanket. When it was 
afternoon he rode his she-camel, Qaswa’ and came to the 
plain and delivered his address riding his camel. It was the 
first time that Islam emerged in its full splendour and glory 
and annihilated all the vain and preposterous rites of the age 
of Ignorance. The Holy Prophet (peace and biessings of Allah 
be upon him) said: 


Surely, all the rites and practices of the Time of 
Ignorance are underneath my both feet. 


the greatest hurdle in the way of spiritual elevation of 
humanity was the distinction of race and colour and status 
between men which all the countries and the nations had 
maintained in one shape or another. The kings and the rulers 
were the special creations of Allah and no one could dare ` 
speak before them. No one had the authority to discuss 
religious matters with the Imams. The nobles and chiefs 
considered themselves as superhuman as compared to the 
poor and the down-trodden. A servant could not vie with his 
master. Today all these distinctions of caste, creed, race and 
ranks were finished and human equality reigned supreme: | 


O people! Verily, your Lord is one and your father is one. 
There is no superiority for an Arab over a non-Arab and for a 
non-Arab over an Arab nor for the white over the black nor for 
the black over the white except in piety. 


Surely a Muslim is the brother of the Muslim and they form 
one brotherhood. (As for)-Your servants, you give them to eat 
what you eat and to wear what you wear. 


If any one person of the tribe was killed by another. 
person, it became the obligation of the tribe to take revenge. 
This obligation remained to be fulfilled even after shedding 
the blood for hundred of years and thus a series of unending 
bloody wars continued. On the farewell pilgrimage, this most 
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ancient custom which the Arab highly eulogized was 
abolished for ever and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) set an example by giving up his own 
claim of revenge: 


The blood revenges of the days. of ignorance are 
remitted. The first claim on blood (of my family) I abolish. is 
that of Ibn Rabi‘ah Ibn Harith. 


In the whole of Arabia, the net of usury was spread in 
which the poor and the needy were badly entangled and had 
become slaves of the money-lenders for ever. At. Hajjat-ul- 
Wada‘, the threads of this net were cut asunder. The preacher 
of truth first of all cancelled the interest on the amount lent 
on usury yt his family. He said: 


Allah has — that there ‘should be no' usury. And all 
interest due to ‘Abbas bin ‘Abdul Muttalib is cancelled. 


Uptil now women were ‘considered as a moveable 
property who were staked in gambling. It was the first day 
when this delicate and down trodden creation | was given due 
respect, honour and dignity. 


‘O people! Fear Allah concerning women. Verily, you have got 
certain rights over your women and your women have certain 
rights over you. 


In Arabia no value was attached to the life and property 

of a person. Any person who liked could kill and seize the 

property of another person. The Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him), the king of peace and security 
` gave the following message to the world: 


So I apprise you that your lives, your property and your 
honour must be as sacred to one another as this sacred day, in 
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this sacred month, in this sacred town till you meet your 
Lord. | 


Before the advent of Islam, there were many religions in 
the world; but they were not based on any written Shari‘ah. 
The lust and worldly temptations had distorted these 
teachings entirely. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) teachings were permanent and for all the 
nations and contained all the Divine instructions. He handed 
over the same to his Ummah and observed: ` 


- Verily, I have left amongst you the Book of Allah and the 
Sunnah of His Prophet which if you hold fast, you shall never 
go astray. 


Then he proclaimed some basic principles: Verily, Allah 
has ordained to every man the share of his inheritance. No 
one is permitted to make a will concerning inheritance in 


‘favour of any one. The child belongs to the marriage bed and ` 


the violator of wedlock shall be stoned and his account is with 
Allah. 


`- He who attributes his ancestry to other than his father 
or claims his clientship to other than his masters, the“ curse of 
Allah be upon him. SS 


Behold! It is not lawful for a woman to spend anything 
from the wealth of the husband by herself. Debt must be paid, 
concession should be withdrawn, the eu should be returned 
and the one who guarantees is responsible’ for compensation. 


Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) addressed the people: 


You would be asked about me from Allah. What would . 


you say? ~ 


+ 


The people said: We would say that you have conveyed 
the message of Allah and fulfilled your duty. Then he raised 


a 
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his finger to the heaven and said: O Allah! Thou art my 
witness. e 


Just at that time when he was performing this duty of 
Prophethood, the following verse was revealed: . 


This day ‘have I perfected for you your Faith, And 
completed My blessing upon you, And have accepted for 
you AL-ISLAM as a religion. 


The most surprising and lesson-giving aspect was that 
when the emperor of the world (peace and blessings of Allah | 
be upon him) was announcing the commands of Allah in a 
huge gathering of lacs of people, the cushion and pillow of: his 
throne and the saddle and string of his camel costed not more 
than a rupee. 


And when he finished his address, he asked Hadrat Bilal 
(may Allah be pleased with him) to call Adhan and offered the 
Zuhr (noon) and ‘Asr (after-noon)) prayers together. Then he 
rode his camel and went to the place of stay. There he stood 
and prayed for long. When the sun was about to set, he 
decided to set out. He asked Hadrat Usama bin Zaid (may 
Allah be pleased with him) to ride on the camel. The Holy 
_ Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) held the 
reins of the camel so that its neck touched the saddle. There 
was so much rush of people that it was difficult to control. He 
beckoned the people with his right hand and according to 
Sahih Bukhari, with his whip, and said: Be slow, be glow. O 
people! Be steady, O people! Be steady. 


During the course of journey, he alighted from the 
camel. Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 
A short time is left for the prayer. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: The prayer will be 
offered at the place which comes next. After a short time he 
reached Muzdalifa along with his caravan. There he offered - 
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the Maghrib (evening) prayer. The people asked their men to 
go to the places where they had encamped. They had hardly 
opened their luggage when the Adhan for ‘Isha’ (night prayer) 
` was heard. After prayer, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) went to sleep and rested till 
morning. He did not wake up during that night for worship as 


= was his routine. The scholars of Ahadith are of the view that 


it was the only one night wherein the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not offer the Tahajjud 
prayer. He woke up early in the morning and offered the Fajr 
(morning) prayer. The Quraish used to set out after the sun 
rose and its rays illuminated the tops of the hills. They 
shouted: O the mountain of Thubaira! Shine thou in the sun. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
proceeded from this place before the sun rose on Saturday, 
the 10th of Dhul Hijja in order to put an end to this practice. 
Fadl Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) was riding a 
camel along with him. Those desirous to know about Hajj 
gathered near him on his right and left. He answered to their 
questions and taught them the rituals of Hajj in a loud voice. 
He came to Jamra through the valley of Muhassir and asked 
Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) who was a 
child to collect the pebbles. The Holy Prophet (peace and 


blessings of Allah be upon him) threw stones and addressed 


the people: 


Beware of exaggeration in religion as the nations before 
you were ruined on account of exaggeration. He further 
observed: Learn the Manasik. (rituals, ceremonies) of Hajj 
from me for I know not whether I shall ever perform Hajj 
after this Hajj of mine. 


Then he came to Mina and there was a large crowd of 
about one lac Muslims around him. The Muhajirin. were on 
the right; the Ansars were on the left and amidst them were 
the rest of the people. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) rode a camel and Hadrat Bilal (may 
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Allah be pleased with him) had stretched a cloth over his head 
and arranged a shadow to protect him from sun. He looked at 
this magnificent crowd. -The result of his twenty year’s 
performance of Prophethood was before his eyes. The whole 
universe was illuminated with the light of love and devotion 
to the true Faith. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
“Allah be upon him) had been sent to bring the true teachings 
of the previous Prophets (peace be upon them) to perfection 
and the last stamp confirming the truth of their religions was 
now affixed by him after thousands of years since the creation 
this world. ‘This- true message was conveyed by Muhammad 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon his} and every one 
- heard this good tiding. l 
It was the beginning of a new Shari ah, a new set up and 
anew y world order. ag? > 


It was a practice with the Arabs that they postponed the 
month of the Hajj of Hadrat Ibrahim Khalil (peace be upon 
him) so that the prohibited month became an ordinary month 
as fighting and blood shed was prohibited during the months 
- of Hajj and the Arabs could not do without it and so they 
made an addition or deduction in them.to find an excuse for 
fighting and blood-shed. ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and © 
blessings of Allah be’ upon him), addressing a large crowd 
threw a good deal of light on this question. He observed: 
There are twelve months in a year out of which four months 
are prohibited. Three of them are consecutive i.e. Dhul 
Qa‘da, Dhul Hijja, and Muharram and an fourth is Rajab by 
itself between Jamadi and Sha‘ban. 


There are three things in the world which are the root 
cause of all the disputes, aggression and inequity namely, life, 
property and honour. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had emphasized this point -in his 
previous address but it was necessary to stress this important 
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point further. He, therefore, said in a simple but eloquent 
oration: 


O0 people! Do you know what day it is? 


The people replied: Allah and His Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) know better.-Thé Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) remained 
quiet for long. The people thought that he might give another 
name to that day. Then he said: Is not this day the day of 
sacrifice?; To this the people answered: Yes no doubt, it is. 
Thereupon, he observed: What is this month? The people 
gave the same reply. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of. Allah be upon him) again remained quiet for long and 
observed: Is this not Dhul Hijja. To this the people answered: 
Yes, it is. Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) again asked: What territory is it? The people 
said Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) know better. Thereupon, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) remained silent for long 
and then said: Is this territory not the sacred city? To this the 
people replied: Yes, no doubt. When the sanctity of the day, 


the month and the city was fully impressed on the hearts of 


the people, he observed: 


eeen 


So I apprise you that your lives, your property and your 
honour must be as sacred to one another as this sacred day, in 
this sacred month, in this sacred city. 


Nations have been ruined due to fighting and bloodshed 
among them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) who was the founder of a strong and peaceful 
nation proclaimed before his followers: 


I apprise you that you should not go astray after me so 
that you may strike one another’s necks. Verily, you will meet 


your Lord and you will be held responsible for your action...” 
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The one general way of persecution was that if any 
person of the tribe or family was guilty of committing the 
crime, the whole tribe or family became guilty according the 
custom in vogue and in case the real culprit absconded, the 
king or ruler inflicted punishment on the person whom he 
had held. It was not rare that the son: was hanged for the 
crime of his father and vice versa. This law which was 
extremely unjust and tyrannical was in vogue from the time 
immemorial. The Holy Quran abolished this law: 


Each soul earneth only on its own account, nor doth any 


laden bear another’s load. f 
(Cattle) 


The Last of the Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) who was promulgating the new political world 
order exterminated this tyrannical law for ever as he could 
not overlook this important aspect. He therefore observed: 


Beware, no one committing a crime is responsible for it but he 
himself. Neither the son is responsible for the crime of his 
father, nor the father is responsible for the crime of his son. 


Another reason of this lawlssness and disturbance was 
that everyone of them claimed his superiority and to be 
subordinate or obedient to any one was deemed`an act of 
disgrace or humiliation. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 


If an amputated servant of Abyssinia be your Amir and 
leads you according to the Book of Allah, listen to him and 
obey him and the result was that every particle of Arabia 
illuminated with the light of Islam and Ka‘ba became the 
center of devotion for the Millat of Ibrahim and the 
insurgents and mischief-mongers were crushed. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 


O people! Verily, the Satan is disappointed at being ever 
worshipped in this land of yours, but he will be followed in 
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matters you may be disposed to think of little account, so he 
will be pleased with this. First of all the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) repeated the obligatory 
duties of Islam: 


Worship your Lord, offer five times prayers, keep fasts 
for the month (of Ramadan) and obey when I command you. 
You will be entered into Paradise by your Lord. Then the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
addressed the crowd saying: Have I conveyed my message? 
They all shouted with one voice: “Yes”. And Muhammad 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: O Allah! Thou 
art my witness. , 


Then he said to the crowd: Behold! The nearer ones of 
you should convey the message to the remoter ones that I 
have conveyed the message. 


When he had Huthad his address, he bade farewell to 
the people. 


Then he proceeded to the place where sacrifice was to be 
offered and said that Mina is not the only place where animals 
could be sacrificed but sacrifice can be offered in Mina and in 
every street of Makka. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had one hundred camels with him. He 
sacrificed some of them with his hand and the duty of 
sacrificing the remaining camels was assigned by him to 
Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) and ordered to 
distribute their flesh and other things among the poor and 
not to pay even the labour of the butcher out of it, but 
separately. 


When the Holy Prophet (peace and’ blessings of Allah be 
upon him) had finished the work relating to sacrifice, he sent . 
for Mu‘ammar bin ‘Abdullah and got his head shaved and gave 
some of his hair as a token of affection to Abu Talha Ansari 
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(may Allah be pleased with him) and his wife Umm Salim and 
the other people who were sitting near him. The rest of his 
hair were distributed by Abu Talha (may Allah be pleased 
with him) among all the Muslims, giving one or two hair to 
_ each. Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
“upon him) reached the Ka‘bah and performed Tawaf 
`. (circumambulation). Then he visited the well of Zam-Zam. 


The duty of supplying water to the pilgrims was 
performed by Banu ‘Abd Al-Muttalib. So they were busy in 
drawing water from the well and supplying it to the pilgrims 
for drinking. He said: O Bani Muttalib! If I had not been afraid 
lest the people should snatch the bucket from you to draw 
‘water from the well themselves after having seen me doing 
so, I would have drawn water myself and drank it. 


-  Hadret ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) drew 
water, in`a bucket and offered it to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) who drank it standing, 
facing the Ka‘bah. From there he went to Mina where he 

ffered the noon prayer. l 

For the remaining days of Tashriq i.e. up to the 12th of 
Dhul Hijja, he stayed at Mina. Every day, when the ‘sun 
declined, he proceeded for Rami on the Jamrat and then 
came back. There is a Tradition in Abū Dawid, chapter, . 
Alkhutaba-i-Yemeni, from which it appears that the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
delivered a sermon in Mina on the 12th Dhul Hijja whose 
. words and meanings were similar to those of his first address, 
already mentioned. 


After sunset, on the 13th Dhul Hijja, he left Mina and 
reached the valley of Muhassab. He stayed there for the 
night. At after-noon he went to Makka, performed the last- 
Tawaf (circumambulation) of the’ Ka‘bah and offered his 
morning prayer there. Then the caravan proceeded on their 
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journeys. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and the Muhajirin and Ansar with him proceeded 
to Madina. On the way-he came across a place called Khumm 
where there is a watering place. There the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) praised Allah, 
extolled Him and delivered a brief sermon to his companions. 
He said: Now to our purpose, O People, 1 am a human being. I 
am about to receive a messenger (the angel of death) from my 
Lord and I in response to Allah’s call (would. bid good-bye to 
you), but I am leaving among you two weighty things; the one 
being the Book of Allah in which there is right guidance and 
light, so hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere to it. The 
second are the members of my household and I remind you (of 
your duties) to the members of my family. 


- The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) repeated the last sentence thrice. The above Tradition is 
taken from Sahih Muslim Chapter, The merits. of “Ali b. Abu 
Talib (Allah be pleased with him), Nisa’i, Musnad Imam 


l Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Tabari, Hakim etc. In these Traditions the 


' following sentence is generally found: He who loves Allah and 
His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
loves ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) also and he who 


~ dislikes ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with: ihn), you should also ` 


‘dislike him. 


No ee A is “however given: in Ahadith as to the 
need for these words: It has been mentioned in Sahih Bukhari 


that at that time Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him). 


had been sent to Yemen and he participated | in Hajj having 
returned from there. In Yemen an ‘incident happened which 
some of the companions of. Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased 
with him) did not like and one of them complained to the Holy 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be, upon him), : 


whereupon he said: ‘Ali has more right than this. Just 
possible the Holy Prophet (peace. and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) might have said these words to remove such 
doubts. 


He spent the night in Dhu’] Hulaifa near Madina. When 
the sun rose from the horizon, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), the most prominent one 
among them, entered Madina. When he cost a glance at the 
city of Madina, he recited the following words: 


Allah is Great. None has the right to be worshipped but 
Allah and He has no partner. To Him alone is the authority 
and to Him is the praise. He is All-Powerful. (We are). 
yearning (for return to Thy House), the. repenters, the 
worshippers, the prostrators for our Lord, praising, heading 
for His Mercy. True is His promise. He helped His servant ` 
(Prophet Muhammad) and defeated the army of non-believers 
all by Himself. ` 


Death 
Verily, thou shalt die and they shall die (Zumar). 


Rabi‘-ul-Awwal, the 11th Hijra i.e. May, 623. The sacred 
soul remained ‘in the body till the great work of the 
completion of the Shari‘ah and purification of souls reached 
its perfection. This magnificent work had been accomplished 
as declared at the Farewell Pilgrimage. Tauhid in its perfect 
form and excellent principles of moral conduct and behaviour 
were practically enforced and it was proclaimed in the huge 
multitude of ‘Arafat: 


This-day have I perfected for you your Faith, And 
completed My blessing upon you, And have accepted for 


you Al-ISLAM as a religion. 
(5: 3) 


With thé revelation of the Surah Fath (victory), some of 
the Chief Companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon.him) had understood that 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
about to meet his Lord and he spent most of his time in 
Tasbih and Tahlil. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) usually spent ten days in I‘tikaf in 
Ramadan every year, but he spent twenty days in I‘tikaf in 
Ramadan of the 10th Hijra. He used to listen to the whole 
Holy Quran from Ndamiis-i-Akbar (Jibril) once during every 
Ramadan but he listened to it twice during the year of his 
death. At the time of Farewell Pilgrimage he taught the 
people the Manasik (rituals) of Hajj declaring that he was not 
sure that he would meet them next year and according to 
some Traditions he said that he was not sure that he would. 
meet them next year and according to some Traditions he said 
that he was not sure that he would be able to perform the 
next, Hajj. Similar words were used in the sermons of Khumm. 


It has already been mentioned that the funeral prayer of 
the martyrs of Uhud could not be offered. As compared with 
the battles so far fought, the Muslims gave their lives in the 
most pitiable condition in this battle, so the memory of the 
martyrs of Uhud was still afresh in his mind. 


He blessed all the Muslims by providing them an 
opportunity to see him at the Farewell Pilgrimage and bade 
them good-bye with a a heavy heart. 


The Holy Piei (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) mind was occupied with the thought that he had 
not prayed for the martyrs of Uhud and after eight years he 
paid a last visit to the graves of the martyrs of Uhud and 
prayed with such earnestness that one “ould have believed as 
if a departing soul was bidding farewell to living persons. 
_ Then he delivered a sermon in which he said: I am to precede 
you to the cistern whose width is equal to the distance from 
Aila to Juhfa. I have been given the keys of the treasures of 
all the world. By Allah, I do not fear for you that you will turn 
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polytheists after me. But I do fear that you may strike one 
another’s necks for the acquisition of worldly riches. 
According tothe narrator it was the last address which I | 
heard from Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Aliah be ` 
upon him). It has been stated in the description of battles that 
‘Hadrat Zaid ben Haritha (may Allah be pleased with him) had 
been killed by the Syrian Arabs living in the surroundings. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
wanted to take Qisas (retribution) from the murderers. One. 
day before his sickness he asked Usama bin Zaid (may Allah 
be pleased with him) to proceed with an army to take the 
revenge of his father from these insurgents. He went to 
Jannat-ul-Baqi‘ at midnigtit. When he came back he became 
sick. It was Wednesday and he was to stay with Hadrat 
Maimuna (may Allah be pleased with her). The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), as a matter of just 
and equal treatment, stayed in the apartment of each wife,’ 
according to her turn during five days of his sickness. On, 
Monday his condition became serious. 


He called all his wives and asked them in whose house 
he should pass the days of his sickness. He, however, did not 
declare his intention openly as a-matter of courtesy and 
regard. That-day he was to stay in ‘A’isha’s (may Allah be 
pleased with her) house. They all consented to the house of 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). Supported by ‘Ali bin 
Abi Talib: and his uncle ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with 
them) he moved to ‘A’isha’s pes with great difficulty. ' 


He led the prayers'in the ‘mosque as long as his health 
supported him, but he cquid not continue. The last prayer 
‘which he led was that of Maghrib (evening) He had a bandage 
round his head to relieve his headache. He recited the Surah 
Al-Mursalat. When it was the time for ‘Isha’ (night) prayer he 
enquired: Is the prayer over? The people said: All are waiting 
for you. He got the trough filled with water and took bath. He 
tried to stand up, but he swooned. ‘A’isha (may Allah be 
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pleased with her) asked the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) to excuse him (Abu Bakr) as he was very 
tender-hearted and he would not be able to stand at your 
place; but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon hirr) repeated his command that Abu Bakr (may Allah 
be pleased with him) should lead the prayer. So he led the 
prayer for many days. 


On ‘Thursday i.e. four days before his death, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hin) said: 
. Bring me pen and ink. I will cause you to write something so 
that you will never fall into error. Some of those present said: 
The Propket of Allah is suffering from pain and you have the 
Quran wit:1 you and the Book of Allah is sufficient unto us. 
Others wanted the orders for writing should be carried out. 
When there was noise and quarrelling, some pcople said: Go 
and enquire from the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). When Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) saw them debating over it, he was 
perturbed and he ordered them to go away and leave him 
alone. 


Then he gave them instructions. One of them was that 
there should be no polytheist in Arabia. Secondly, the 
.travellers should be treated with respect as was done in his 
time. The narrator does not remember the third instruction. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
felt some relief at the Zuhr (noon) prayer and ordered to pour 
seven skinful of water on him. When he had taken bath, 
Hadrat ‘Ali and Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with 
them) supported him to the mosque. The prayer had begun 
and Hadrat Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) was 
leading the prayer. 


He heard the rustle and guessed that the Holy Prophet 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had come. He was ` 


about to retire from the Imamat (leadership) when the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) hinted 
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him from behind to continue and himself said his prayer by 
the side of Hadrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him). 


When the prayer was over, he addressed the people. 
This was the last address of his life. He said: There was a 
servant of Allah whom Allah gave the choice of this life and-of 
tue Hereafter against what was with Hirm-and the servant 
chose what was with Allah..Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased 
with him) could control himself no longer. He wept. The 
people were puzzled and enquired as to the cause of his 
weeping while the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon hiin) had related an incident. of a person. But Abu 
Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) who was fully aware of 
the implications of Prophethood understood that the person 
spoken of was Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) himself. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) continued: I know no one who has been a 
better companion to me than he (as regards his friendship and 
wealth). But the brotherhood of faith is enough. Let all doors 
opening on the mosque be locked except the door of Abu Bakr. 
(may Allah be pleased with him) There are people who have 
turned the graves of their saints and prophets as places of 
worship. Let my grave be not ner as an idol. I forbid you 
from this act. 


The Ansar eat during his illness remembering the 
kindness and favours of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). Once Abū Bakr and ‘Abbas (may Allah 
be pleased with him) happened to see them weeping. They 
enquired the cause thereof. The Ansar told them that they 
are missing the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) blessed company. One of them went to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and told 
him about this incident. It was the right occasion that the 
-Ansar should be compensated. Thereupon he Holy Prophet 

‘(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) addressed the 
people: I command you to help the Ansar in all things, because 
men will increase (as time passes) but the Ansar under the 
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circumstances, will decrease to the extent that they would be 
among men as salt in the food. They are my family and with 
them I found shelter. They have acquitted themselves 
creditably of the responsibility that fell on them and now 
there remains what you have to do. So he who is powerful 
enough (caliph) among you should return their good deeds 
with go od deeds and pass over their mistakes. 


Wi have already mentioned above that the Holy Prophet 
(peace tnd blessings of Allah be upon him) had ordered an 
army to oroceed to Syria under Usama bin Zaid. Some people 
(accordir g to Ibn Sa‘d, the hypocrite) objected to it that in the 
presence of old and experienced persons why Usama bin Zaid 
had been put on this position. Thereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: O people! 
What is this which has reached my ears that some amongst 
you murmur against my appointing Usama as the 
commander? Now, if you criticise my appointing Usama as 
amir, you have indeed criticized my appointing his father, 
Zaid as amir before him. And I swear by the Lord, that he 
verily was well-fitted for the command, and that his son after 
him is well-fitted also. Truly, Usama is one of the men most 
dearly loved by me, as his father was. ASEM both are indeed 
loved by me. 


One of the most subtle difference between Islam and 
other religions is that Islam acknowledges the supreme 
authority of Allah, and according to Islam, all the laws and 
ordinances of the Shari'ah are issued direct from Him. The 
duty of a prophet is to convey these commands to the people 
through his preaching and action. The absence of this basic 
concept in other religions resulted in disbelief and polytheism. 
So the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 


him) said: And I tell you, by Allah, do not attribute to me ` 


anything (which does not belong to me). Surely, by Allah, I 
have not declared anything lawful which the Quran has not 
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made lawful nor have I made anything unlawful which the 
Quran has not made unlawful. 


O Fatimah! My daughter and thou Safiyya, my aunt, 
work ye out that which shall please the Lord. For verily, I 
have no power with Him to save you in any way. . 


Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had a great love for his daughter Fatimah Zahra (may Allah 
be pleased with her). He sent for her during his illness. He 
whispered to her something in her ears and she began to 
weep. Then he again whispered to her something in his ears 
and she laughed. ‘A’isha questioned her about this to which 
she replied: The first time, he disclosed to me that he would 
not recover from his illness and I wept. The second time, he 
revealed that I would be the first of the family to join him and 
that made me laugh. 


The Jews and the Christians has transgressed all limits 
in converting the monuments and tombs of their saints and 
prophets into places of worship. To put an end to idol-worship 
was the first and foremost duty of lslam. Even in this hour of 
illness, the. first thing which occupied his mind was 
eradication of this evil. Some of the women who had come 
from Abyssinia mentioned about the cathedral of Maria and of 
the wonderful pictures and statues. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) remarked: 


These are the people who when a saint among them 
dies, build over his tomb a place of worship and they adorn it 
with pictures. In the sight of the Lord, they would be the 
worst-creatures on the Day of Judgement. In that state when 
he sometimes covered his face and then again bared it due to 
intense heat, Hadrat ‘A’isha heard the following words: 


Curse of Allah be upon the Jews and Christians who 
have turned the graves of their Prophets into places of 
worship, 
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Meanwhile it occurred to him that he had given to C 


‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) some gold coins. He 
desired that these should be given at once in charity to the 

` needy, as he did not like that he should meet his Lord when 
he had some material wealth in his possession. A day before 
his death, the people prepared some medicine for him; but he 
refused to take it. When he was unconscious they poured the 
medicine down his throat. On his regaining consciousness he 
asked all the people in the house to take the same medicine as 
a punishment for disobeying his order. Hadrat ‘Abbas (may 
Allah be pleased with him) was not among the persons who 
had poured medicine into his throat. While giving comments 
on the above incident, the scholars of Ahadith are of the view 
that this event shows the delicacy of human temperament in 
illness; but we are of the opinion that this happening showed 
his broadmindedness and good temperament. . 


His condition sometimes became serious due to the 
severity of fever and at another time when the fever abated a 
bit he felt some relief. The Monday morning, the last day of 
his life brought him some relief. His apartment adjoined the 
mosque. He drew aside the curtain of his apartment and saw 
the Muslims offering the morning prayer. He felt happy and 
smiled to see them. Hearing the rustle, the people thought 
that he desired to go out. They were so happy that they very 
nearly broke their prayers. Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased 
with him) who was leading the prayer guessed the situation 


and wished to retire from Jmamat (leadership) but the Holy . 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) directed 
Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) with the gesture of 
his hand to lead the prayer. He entered his apartment and 
drew on the curtain of his apartment. It has been mentioned 
in Sahih Muslim that he had become so weak that he could 
not draw on the curtain properly. The companions had a last 
glance at the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). Hadrat Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with 
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) drew aside the curtain of (‘A’isha’s) 
apartment and looked at us while he was standing, and his 
(Prophet’s) face was (as bright) as the paper of the Holy Book. 


As the day passed, he became unconscious again and 
then resumed consciousness. Hadrat Fatimah (may Allah be 
pleased with her) seeing the condition of his father said: O the 
agony of my father! He said: Before his illness, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to 
say: The prophets are given the choice between life and death. 
But the following words remained on his lips: 


Nay, (I choose) the Companion High in Heaven. 
And he also said: 


The most exalted compaionship on high. She understood 
he had chosen the companionship of Allah alone. 


Just before his death, ‘Abdur Hainan. son of Abii Bakr 
(may Allah be pleased with him) came to him. As he was too 
weak, ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleaséd with her) raised his head 
from the pillow and laid it in her lap. ‘Abdur Rahman (may 
Allah be pleased with him) had a tooth brush. He pointed 
towards it. ‘A’isha took the tooth brush and made it soft for 
him. The Holy Prophet. (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) cleaned his mouth like a healthy-person: His strength 
now rapidly sank and he was heard saying: 


Prayer, and the persons who have been entrusted to 
your care. 


A trough of water was lying near. He dipped his hands 
frequently into it and moistened his face. He sometimes 
covered his face with a cloth and then withdrew it. He then 
raised his hand and said thrice: 
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Lord! blessed is the companionship on high. Then his 
limbs relaxed; his eyes looked up in a stare and he left for his 
heavenly abode. 


May the Lord shower His choicest blessings on him, his 
family and his companions! 


The work relating to funeral and shrouding was started 
on the next day i.e. the 12th Rabi‘-ul-Awwal. There were 
- several reasons for this delay: (1) His followers could not think 
that the man who had changed their lives was no longer 
within them. So ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
‘unsheathed his sword and announced that anybody who 
would dare say that Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was dead would do so at the cost of his life. 


But Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) came and 
addressed the people that like all other mortals the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had left 
this earthly abode. He recited the Quranic verses which hada 
great effect on the hearts of the people and they submitted 
themselves to the will of Allah. . 


(2) After that no time was left to finish the funeral and 
enshrouding before sunset. 


` (8) The work of digging the. grave began after bath and 
shrouding, so it had to wait long. The people went to the 
apartment where the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) had breathed his last in small groups and 
said his funeral payer. It took time and Tuesday passed till it 
was night. 


The work relating to funeral was completed by the near 
relatives. Fadl bin ‘Abbas and Usama bin Zaid (may Allah be 
pleased with them) arranged the covering. As everyone 
wanted to participate in the funeral, ‘Ali (may Allah be 
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pleased with him) closed the door. The Ansar said at the door: 
We have also been the humble servants of Allah, please let us 
participate. But Hadrat Abii Bakr (may Allah be pleased with 
him) was of the view that if permission to enter was granted ` 
to all, the work could not be completed. But on the constant 
request of Ansar, Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) 
let Aus bin Khauli, a companion of the battle of Badr to enter. 
He brought the pitcher of water. Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be 
pleased with him) had held his sacred body and his two sons 
Qasam and Fadl turned the sides and Usama bin Zaid poured 
water over it. 


The hullah which was brought by Hadrat Abu Bakr’s 

son, ‘Abdullah in order to shroud the Prophet consisted of a 

Yemeni wrapper; but it was abandoned and he was shrouded 

in three cotton garments of Yemeni stuff in which was neither 
a shirt nor a turban. 


After bath and shrouding, the question arose as to where 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) should `` 
be buried? Hadrat Abt Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
solved the problem by announcing. I heard the Prophet ` 
saying: No Prophet dies but he is buried where he dies. So the 
bed on which he died was removed and it was proposed to dig 
the grave there in ‘A’isha’s apartment. ‘A’isha said: He was 
not buried in a open place as even in the last moments of his 
- life he was afraid lest the people should turn his grave into a 
place of worship. So he was buried in ‘A’isha’s (may Allah be 
pleased with her) apartment. 


There were two persons in Madina who were skilled in 
digging the graves i.e. Hadrat Abu ‘Ubaida Jarrah and Abu 
Talha. Hadrat Abu ‘Ubaida dug the box-like grave according to 
the custom of the inhabitants of Makka and Abu Talha according 
to the custom of Madina. Now a dispute arose as to which kind 
grave should be dug. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said: It is not proper to quarrel over this issue. Both 
of them should be given the message. He who comes earlier 
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should take up this work. By chance, Hadrat Abu ‘Ubaida was 


not in the house. Abu Talha came and he dug the grave 
according to the custom of Madina. As the earth was wet,the 
bed on which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) died was laid in the grave. 


The dead body was in apartment. The people said the 
funeral prayer in small groups firstly the men, then the 
women and then the children. But there was no Imam. 


The sacred body was lowered in the grave by ‘Ali, 
Usamah, Al-Fadl and ‘Abdul Rahman bin ‘Auf (may Allah be 
pleased with him). 


Inheritance 


When. the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) left this mortal world, what were the possessions 
or property which he left behind? The answer to this question 
is that he did not keep anything for himself during his life 
time and so he did not leave behind anything. He had made 
proclamation about his inhertiance: 


We are not inherited; whatever we leave is a charity. 


It has been reported by Abu Huraira (may Allah be 
pleased with him) that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) said: My inheritors shall not distribute 
gold coins i.e. there will be no gold coins to be distributed. You 
remember that at the time of his death it occurred to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Atlah be upon him) that 
he had kept a few gold coins with ‘A'isha (may Allah be 
pleased with her). He desired that these should be given in 
charity to the poor and the needy immediately. ‘Amr bin 
Hawairith has reported in Sahih Bukhari: 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and Hladeings of Allah be 
upon him) did not leave anything at his death, neither 
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dirhams nor dinars nor a servant or a maid servant nor 
anything else except his white mule, arms and land which he 
gave in charity. 


‘A’isha (may Allah be pldssad with her) has reported in 
Abu Dawid. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) did not leave any dinar or dirham or a camel or a goat. 


However, the things which he left were only three i.e. 
some land, riding animals and arms. 


Land 


The land about which ‘Amr bin Hawairith (may Allah be 
pleased with him) has mentioned was that of a few gardens of : 
Madina, Khaibar and Fadak. The property at Madina was 
either that of Bani Nadir or it comprised a few gardens which 
a Jew had handed over to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) at the battle of Uhud. But 
according to authentic Ahadith, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had distributed these gardens 
among the deserving persons. From the very beginning, there 
is a difference of opinion among the Shi‘a and Sunni. 
According to the Shi‘a, it was the Prophet’s (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) personal property which . 
should have been distributed among his family; but the Sunni 
are of the view that it was in the Prophet’s (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) possession, being the head of 
the Islamic state and even if it was his personal property, he 
himself had said: Whatever we leave is a charity. 


The fact is that this dispute had arisen even in the days 
of the companions. Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with 
him), the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) uncle, Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with her), his 
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daughter and most of his wives claimed that the property 
should be divided according to the law of inheritance. But Abt 
Bakr, ‘Umar and many illustrious companions (may Allah be 
pleased with them) were of the view that it was a public 
property ard there should be no change in spending the 
income accruing therefrom on different items as was done by 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
The income from Banu Nadir’s property was spent in case of 
emergency. The income from Khaibar was divided into three 
categories, two-third thereof was spent on the general public, 
one-third was spent to meet the household expenses of his 
wives and savings therefrom were spent to help the poor 
Muhajirin. At last Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with 
him) due to the persistent demand of Hadrat ‘Ali and Hadrat 
‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) gave the property of 
Madina to their custody, but Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be 
pleased with him) seized this property. The properties of 
Khaibar and Fadak remained with the caliphs till the time of 
Hadrat ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz. 


Cattle and Animals 


The Historians have described the detail of the 
Prophet’s stable for horses and his cattle and animals as if. 


they were maintained by a king. 


Tabari has given the names and detail of all these 
animals. Had it been true it would have been most 
interesting; but the fact is that all these traditions of Tabari, 
without any exception, have been taken from Wagidi. The old 
writers including those of the great scholars of. Ahadith like 
Ya‘mari, Mughaltai, Hafiz ‘Iraqi have also given the same 
account. Most of these writers, however, are not also 
authentic and the people do not rely on them. But a further 
probe into the matter has revealed that all those traditions 
have been reported on the authority of Waaidi. We have 


already mentioned the tradition of Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah | 


be pleased with her). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
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of Allah be upon him) did not leave any dinar or dirham or 
camel or goat. 


‘Amr bin Hawairith, the brother of Hadrat Juwairiya, 
the wife of the-Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) reported: The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) did not leave anything except his white 
mule, arms and land which was given in charity. 


From the above traditions it is evident that among the 
special things of inheritance, there was only one animal. In 
the existence of these true and authentic traditions, the long 
list of goods and animals of the Holy Prophet _(peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) given by Tabari cannot be 
accepted as true as it behoves the monarchs. 


A study of the authoritative Ahadith reveals that more 
things remained in his possession than the brief list of ‘Amr 
bin Huwairith (may Allah be pleased with him) but this fact 
- .does not, in any way, effect the accuracy of the traditions as 
‘Amr has claimed that at the time of the death of the Holy 
Prophet (peace -and blessings of Allah be upon him) these 
were the only things in his possession. Just possible the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had, as 
usual, gifted these things or given in charity. A 

ye 
: However, according to the agreed upon Ahadith, the 
following animals remained in his possession at different 
times. i 


Lahif 


It was a horse which was tethered in the garden of Abi 
bin ‘Abbas; Bukhari has made a mention of it in his Kitab Al- 
Jihad. 
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‘Afira 


It was an ass. Hadrat Mu‘adh has reported: The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has seated 
me on this ass along with him. 


‘Adba’, Qaswa’ 


It was a very swift she-camel. It has been mentioned at 
Tabari that this she-camel had been bought by the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be-upon him) from 
Hadrat Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleaséd witn him) at the time 
of his migration and he had migrated to Madina on it. When 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
reached Madina, this she-camel sat near the house of Abu 
Ayyub (may Allah be pleased with him). The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had delivered the 
sermon of Hajjat Al-Wada‘-sitting on this camel. She won the 
day on every occasion. Once a bedouin came from outside. He 
had a camel of tender age. ‘Adba’ had a race with it and it 
defeated her. The companions felt sorry. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 


Allah has undertaken upon-Him that if anything of the ` 
world takes an undue lift (or becomes arrogant) it should be 
humbled. x 
(Bukhari, Chapter, Jihad) 


Tiya, Duldul of which mention is often made in the 
Traditions was the name of the mule and ‘Amr bin Hawairith 
has also mentioned it in his Tradition. The interpretors of 
Bukhari have given the detail that this mule was presented 
` by Maquqas of Egypt to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). It has been mentioned in Sahih 
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Bukhari that Ibn ul-‘Ulama’ (the chief of Aila) gave him a 
white mule in gift at the time of the battle of Tabik. 


The white mule on which he was riding in the battle of 
Hunain was presented by Farwa‘ bin Nufatha Judhami. The 
historians wrongly call it Duldul. The correct position has 
been given in Sahih Muslim. 


Arms 


Despite the fear of Allah and contentment, the 
possibility for Jihad could not be ruled out. The arsenal of the 
Holy Prophet (peace-and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
contained. the following weapons of war. Nine swords, the 
names of which were Mathur, ‘Asab, Dhulfiqar, Qal‘i, Tibar, 
Hatf Mukhdham, Qadait. 


Mathur 


It was inherited by him from his father. Dhulfigar had 

fallen into his hand at the battle of Badr. Its handie was made 
of silver and the handle of the sword which come into his 
passession at the conquest of Makka was made of gold. He had 
_ seven armours namely, Dhat al-Fadul, Dhat al-Washah, Dhat 

al-Hawashi, Sa‘dia, Fadda, Tabra Khaznaq, Dhat al-Fadil 
was the armour which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had mortgaged to a Jew for a year at 
thirty Sa‘a. All the armours were made of iron; but leather 
armours were also used in Arabia. There were six bows, the 
names of which were Zaura’ Ruha’, Safra’, Baida’, Katum, 
shaddad. Katūm was that bow which had been broken in the 
_ battle of Uhud and had been given to Qatada by the Holy 

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). There 
was a quiver called Kafur and a belt containing three rings of 
silver. But Ibn Taimiyya has said that he could not find any 
Hadith to show that this belt was ever used. There was a 
shield named Zaluq, five daggers and one helmet of iron called 
Mushah and another called Sabugh. There were three long 


163 


robs which he wore at the time of battle; one. was that of 
green brocade. Tnere was one black flag called eagle, and 
yellow and white flags. 


The Sacred Relics. - 


Besides.these heritages, there were sacred relics which 
the people had kept with them. He had distributed his sacred 
hair among his followers at Hajjat Al-Wada‘; the greatest 
share of which went to Abu Talha Ansari. Hadrat Anas bin 
Malik also possessed these sacred hair. He had two more 
things; the pair of his shoes and broken wooden cup, the 
pieces of ‘which had been joined with a silver string. Dhulfiqar 
remained in the custody of Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased 
with him) as a sacred symbol of his family. After the 
martyrdom of Imam Husain (may Allah be pleased with him) 
it came into the possession of Hadrat ‘Ali bin Husain. Some 
companions ‘came to him and said: We are afraid lest this 
sacred relic should be seized away by anyone. If you give it to 
us we shall take care of it forever. But he did not agree to 
make this sacrifice. 


Hadrat ‘Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) had 


clothes in which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of- 


Allah be upon him) had breathed his last. The sacred seal and 
the stick first went to the custody of Hadrat Abu Bakr and 
then to Hadrat ‘Umar and Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah be 
pleased with. them) according to their terms of Khilafat. But 
both these things were lost during their caliplate. The seal 
fell into a well from the hand of Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah 
be pleased with him) and the stick was broken by Jahjah 
Ghifari. Imam Bukhari has written a separate chapter about 
these sacred relics. 
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The Sacred House 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was a child when his parents died. He was brought up in 
the houses of his grandfather and uncle till he reached the 
age of maturity. At the age of twenty-five he married Hadrat 
Khadija (may Allah be pleased with her). It is not known 
whether he lived in his inherited house or stayed in Khadija’s 
house after his marriage. 


Among the share of his inheritance there was a house in 
Makka, but ‘Aqil, the cousin and brcther of Hadrat ‘Ali (may 
Allah be pleased with him) who had not yet embraced Islam 
took possession of it. When the IIoly Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) came to Madina, the people 
said: O Messenger of Allah! Where will you stay? Will you stay 

_in your own house? He replied: Has ‘Aqil left the house for us 
(to live)? 


On his arrival in Madina, he stayed in the house of Abt 
Ayyüb Ansari for six months. During his stay he was alone. 
His family was in Makka. When he laid the foundation of 
` Masjid-i-Nabvi, he got built small apartments adjoining to it. 
He then sent a message and called his family from Makka to 
live in these 4partments. f 


During the last days of his life the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had nine wives who lived 
there. These apartments had no halls or courtyards. These 
rooms, measured by the length of an arm, were six or seven in . 
width and ten in length. The walls were made of mud and 
were so weak that a cleft had appeared through which the 
rays of the sun came in. The roof was made of the leaves and 
branches of date-palm and were covered with blankets as 
safe-guard against rain. The ceiling was so low that a person 
could touch it with his hand while standing. The doors were 
either single or curtains were hung on them. The Holy 
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Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) spent his 
night in each apartment according to the turn. He generally 
spent his day in the company of his friends or Visitors in the 
sitting place for men. 


Beside3 these apartments there was an upper storey 
called Mashrabeh. In the 9th Hijra, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessinjzs of Allah be upon him) resorted to Ila’ (took an 
oath not to see his wives for a month). Accidentally, during 
these very cays, he fell from horseback and got wounded. So 
he passed a month in this upper storey. The only furniture 
which was there consisted of a mat used as bed, a pillow filled 
with the bar« of date-palm and a few skins of animals which 
were hanging here and there. i 


Although. the Prophet’s house. was illuminated with 


Aliah’s grace and blessings, it was not lighted at night. He. 


disliked all worldly decoratigns and ostentations. Once Hadrat 
‘A’isha (may Allah be‘ pleased with her) had hung lined 


coloured‘curtains on the wall. He became very angry and said: . 


We have not been given wealth to clothe ms bricks and 
stones. æ% 

These apartments remained in the possession of his 
wives after his death. Whenever any one of his wives died, the 
apartment went to the possession of her relatives. . Hadrat 
Muʻāwiya (may Allah be pleased with him) had bought most 
of them during his caliplate. 

The apartments remained in their original position till 
the caliphate of Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah.be pleased with 
him). During the caliphate of Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah be 
pleased with him), some of the apartments were demolished 
and included in the Masjid-i-Nabvi. The day on which these 
apartments were demolished there was consternation in the 

whole city that another relic and symbol of reverence of the 
-~ Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
been destroyed. 
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Nurse 


The inheritance which the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) got from his father included a 
maid-servant of Abyssinia, named Umm-i-Aiman who was the 
nurse of the.-Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to call her mother and when he saw her he 
used to say: She is the only one who survived of my family.. 


When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) married Khadija (may Allah be pleased with her) 
he freed her and married her with Zaid, (may Allah be pleased 
with him), the slave of Khadija, the adopted son and the 
beloved one of the Allah’s Prophet (peace and blessings of. 
Allah be upon him). Usama was her son. The temperament of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
can be judged from an incident mentioned in the books: A 
woman demanded a camel from the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). He said: I would give you an 
offspring of a camel. She replied: What could I do with that? 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
answered: All camels are the offsprings of the camel. 


Umm.-i-Aiman participated in most of the battles. During 
the battle of Uhud, she supplied drinking water to the soldiers 
and dressed their wounds. She also participated in the battle 
of Khaibar. 


Special Servants 


There were many companions of the Holy Prophet 
` (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who had given up 
all the worldly occupations and permanently remained in the 
service of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him). They performed specific duties. There names. are 
given below: 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘id __ 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘id was the famous companion 
and the first founder, of the Hanafi Fiqa. The Fiqa of Imam 
Abi Hanifa is based on his traditions and conclusions. In the 
earlier days of propagation of Islam, he had learnt seventy 
Surahs by heart from the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him).-The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah ‘be upon him) confided his secrets to him. When he 
proceeded on journey, he arranged for his resting place Wudu 
and Miswak (tooth brush). When he left the assembly, he put 
his feet into shoes. He walked ahead of him with stick in his 
hand. Whenever he was about to sit ina company, he took off 
his shoes and, when he was about to leave, he placed them 
before him. He remained with him whether he was alone or 
in company. He had become a a symbol of good | conduct and 
behaviour. . 


Hadrat Bilal, Hadrat Anas 


The whole world knows him as Mu’adhdhin. He was an 
Abyssinian slave. He embraced Islam in Makka. We have 
mentioned in the beginning of this book as to how zealous and 
enthusiastic he was towards Islam. Hadrat Abii Bakr (may 
Allah be pleased with him) had purchased and fréed' him. 
Since then he remained in the service of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of ‘Allah ‘be upon him). The work ‘of 
_ bringing eatables and, other household things, raising: ‘and 
` paying of debt, arrangement for food and drink for the guests 
and such like things were done by him. Hadrat Anas bin Malik 
(may Allah be pleased with him) was also one ofthe persons 
who had the honour to be in the service of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to 
Madina, Hadrat Anas was a child. His mother brought him to 


the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be unon him) 
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and said: O Allah’s las aaa Here is my son; I have brought 
him to serve a : 


Hadrat Anas EN Allah be pleased with him) served the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) for 
ten years. Visiting the people, looking after small works, 
bringing water for ablution were among his duties. As he was 
of tender age, he could not do these works properly; but the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon. him) 
never admonished him. 


THE EXCELLENT QUALITIES OF THE HOLY PROPHET 
(PEACE AND BLESSINGS OF ALLAH BE UPON HIM) 


Face and Form, came Meals and 
Temperament 


The person of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was very graceful. He was neither very tall nor 
short-statured. He had a white handsome face. His forehead 
was broad and his eye-brows were set. His nose was a bit long 
and graceful. His face was neither lean nor too fleshy. His 
shoulders were very broad, his teeth were not very close. He 
had a bit long neck and broad chest. His hair was neither very 
curly nor very straight. He had a thick beard. He had dark 
black eyes with long lashes. His shoulders and arms were 
covered with black hair. The palms of his hands were fleshy 
and wide and his wrists were long. The heels of his feet were 
delicate and had little flesh on them. His feet were not flat 
but had empty space underneath them so that water passed 
through them. 


The winning expression of his face gained the confidence 


and love of the people at first sight. Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin 
Salam who was previously a Jew said on casting his first 
glance at the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him): By Allah! This cannot be the face of a liar. A 
person said to Jabir bin Samura, a companion of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): His face 
. was as (bright) as the sword. Thereupon he (Jabir) said: No, it 
was like the sun and moon. He also said: One night when the 
sky was absolutely clear ‘and moon had risen, I sometimes 
glanced at the moon and sometimes glanced at the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) but the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
looked more handsome than the moon. Hadrat Bara’ 
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reported: Never did I see anyone more handsome than Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


», Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had a very fair complexion and (the drops) of his perspiration 
shone like pearls and I never touched brocade and silk (and 
found it) as soft as the palm of Allah’s Messenger (peace and ` 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and I never smelt musk or 
ambergris and found its fragrance as the fragrance of Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah’ be upon him). It is 
generally believed that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had no shadow but there is no authority 
in support of it. 


The Seal of Prophethood 


Jabir bin Samura reported: And I saw the seal near his 
shoulder of the size of a pigeon’s egg. According to another 
Tradition, the left side of his shoulder had spots on it like 
moles forming a round shape of seal. However, in the light of 
the authentic Ahadith, we come to the conclusion that there 
was a small spot of flesh on which their were moles and hair. 


Sacred Hair 


The hair of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) often hung over his shoulders. At the 
conquest of Makka, the people saw that four locks of hair 
came upon his shoulders. The polytheists of Arabia used to 
part the hair on their heads and since Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) liked to confirm his 
behaviour to the -people of the Book, as against the 
disbelievers in the beginning, he had his hair shorten like the 
people of the Book. Then he began to part his hair as has been 
stated in Tirmidhi. It appears that when there were no 
polytheists, there existed no possibility of resemblance with 
them). Therefore, he began to part it after that (He often 
oiled his hair and combed them). There were a few white hair 
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in his beard. He used to walk quickly and when he walked he 
walked inclining forward. According to poor Traditions he had 
no shadow. But these Traditions are not authentic. 


Conversation, Laughing and Smiling 


He was the sweetest and most agreeable in conversation. 
He spoke with emphasis and deliberaticn and no body could 
forget what he said. He repeated the thing frequently on 
which he had to lay stress. Hadrat Umm-i-Hani (may Allah be 
pleased with her) said: When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) recited the Holy Qur’an in the 
Ka‘ba, we listened to it on the beds in our homes. 


Hadrat Khadija (may Allah be pleased. with her) had a 
son from her first husband whose name was Hind. He was a 
very good orator. He drew a picture of what he spoke. Hadrat 
Imam Husain (may Allah be pleased with him) enquired from 
him. How did you find the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) in speech. He said: He was a great 
taciturnity. He often remained silent, engrossed in his 
thoughts and spoke little. He never spoke purposelessly. 
Every word and sentence which he spoke was clear and 
intelligible. 


When he pointed out anything with the gesture of his 
hand, he raised his full hand. When he expressed his 
suprprise over anything, he turned the palm of his hand. 
Sometimes he struck the palm of his one hand on the other. 
Whenever he was in a state of delight during his talk, he 
lowered his eyes. He did not laugh but only smiled. 


Jabir bin ‘Abdullah has reported: It has never happened 
` that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) did not smile on seeing me. It has been mentioned in some 
Ahadith that sometimes he laughed so that his jaws became 
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visible. But it is merely an exaggeration of expression as he 
never laughed so loudiy. 


Dress 


He wore no special dress. His usual dress was a chadar, 
shirt and tehmad (lower-garment). He had never worn 
trousers; but Imam Ahmad and Ashab-i-Sunan Arba‘a have 
reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) had brought trousers from the bazar of Mina. 
Hafiz Ibn Qayyim has written that it is quite evident that he 
used it. He was not in the habit of wearing stockings. But he 

wore black stockings sent by Negus. It is clear from the 
Hadith that they were made of leather. The Shamia (end) of 
the turban sometimes fell on one of his shoulders or between 
the two shoulders and sometimes he used it to wrap his neck. 
He often wore black turban around the cap which was not of 
much height. He took special care to wear the turban on the 
cap and said: It is a sign of distinction between the polytheists 
and the Muslims. 


Chadar 


He liked the striped mantle of Yemen called Habra in 
Arabic. 


Sometimes he used the Syrian cloak whose sleeves were 
so: narrow that when he sat to perform Wudu, he could not 
draw up the sleeves and so the hands had to be brought out 
with some difficulty. He also put on Nushirwan gown whose 
pockets and sleeves had borders of brocade. 


On the death of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with 
her) showed a blanket on which there were patches and a 
tehmad (lower-garment) made of coarse cloth in which he 
breathed his last. i 
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Red Hullah 


It has been mentioned in Ahadith that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be’ upon him) also used to wear 
hullah of red colour. But Ibn Al-Qayyim has asserted that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
neither himself put on red garments nor did he like this 
colour to be worn by men. Hullah hamra was a mantle of 
Yemen which had red stripes due to which it was called 
hamra (red). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) used to wear it off and on. A majority of the 
scholars of Ahadith is of the view that in Ahadith no proof of 
this distinction is: available. This topic has been discussed in 
- detail by Zurqāni. It is evident from various Traditions that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had worn black, red, green, yellow garments. But he liked 
white colour most (sometimes he went out wearing a blanket 
with patterns of camel saddle upon it). His shoes resembled 
the chappal (sandal) of now-a-days which had single soles and 
laces. His bed was made of leather stuffed with palm fibre in 
stead of cotton. His cot was made from ropes of munj which 
often made marks on his body. 


Ring 


When he wrote letters to Negus and Qaisar of Rome, the 
people said: The Kings do not accept the letter unless it was 
properly sealed; so the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
_ Allah be upon him) got a ring of silver made on which was 
engraved Muhammad, .the Messenger of Allah in three lines. 
According to some companions this ring was used only at the 
time of affixing stamp and he wore it in his right hand 
fingure, .™. 


Helmet PeT, Armour 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used helmet and armour in battles. During to battle of Uhud, 
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he had worn two armours. The mands of this sword was 
sometime that of a 


Food 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
led a very simple and contented life, yet he had a taste for 
good things of life. He relished the tasty foods like vinegar, 
honey, halwa (sweetmeat) olive oil and pumpkin. If there was 
pumpkin in the meal, he enjoyed taste. Once he went to Umm-i- 
Hani’s house and said to her: Is there something to eat. She 
said: Yes, there is vinegar. Thereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) replied: One who 
has vinegar in the house cannot be called poor. There is a dish 
in Arabia called His which is prepared from ghee, cheese and 
dates. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was very fond of it. The kinds of meat he ate included 
sheep, goat, hen, quail, rabbit and fish. He liked the meat of 
leg. It has mentioned in Shama’il-i-Tirmidhi that Hadrat 
‘A’isha reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was not very fond of this meat but he did 
not eat meat for days together and when he got it, he desired 
that it should be cooked immediately. As this meat did not 
take much time in cooking he demanded this meat; but it is 
revealed from a number of Ahadith that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was fond of this 
meat. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) served only dates and parched barley at the nikah of 
Hadrat Safiyya (may Allah be pleased with her). He used to eat 
water-melon with dates. He liked small cucumbers. Once 
Ma‘idh bin ‘Afra’s daughter gave him dates and cucumbers. 
He sometimes ate bread with dates. 
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Water, Milk, Syrup 
He liked cold water. Sometimes he drank pure milk and 


sometimes he mixed water into it. He used to put raisins, | 


dates and grapes in water and then he drank that water. He 
had a wooden cup which had been fastened with iron wire. 
Most probably this cup had been broken and had therefore, 
been joined together by means of an iron wire. 


Etiquettes of Eating and Drinking 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) did not lay his hand on the food which he did not like; 
but he did not say anything against it. He ate from what ‘was 
nearer to him and did not pick up from around the dish. He 
disliked eating while reclining on a cushion or pillow. He had 
never eaten on a table or table cloth as it was at some height 
from the ground and was reserved for the high genty, chiefs 
and lords and ‘Ajam (non-Arabs) considered this act as a 
symbol of their superiority and pride. He. ate meal with his 
fingers. According to Sahih Bukhari, he used to cut meat with 
a knife and ate it. There is a Tradition in Abu Dawid that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Do not cut meat with knife; but Abu Dawid himself has said: 
This Tradition is weak. The narrator of this Hadith is Abu 
Ma‘shar Naji about whom Bukhari has said: He does not 
believe in Ahadith and the above Hadith is also one of the 
same kind. 


Well-Dressing 


Although he hated pomp and show and undue 
formalities; but sometimes he put on costly and elegant 
garments. When Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas (may Allah be 


pleased with him) was sent to Haruria as an ambassador, he . 


had worn a very precious dress of Yemen. Haruria asked: O 
Ibn ‘Abbas! What is this dress? He replied: You are criticising 
this dress. I have seen the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
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of Allah be upon him) in the best garments. Hadrat ‘Abdullah 
bin ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) was very simple. 
Once he bought a Syrian Hullah from the bazar. When he saw 
-it in his home, he found that it had red stripes on it. So he 
returned it. Someone related this incident to Hadrat Asma’ 
(the sister of Hadrat ‘Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her). 
Hadrat ‘A’isha brought the cloak of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah ‘be upon him) and showed it to the 
people..On its pockets and sleeves there were borders of 
brocade. Some ‘nobles and kings sent precious garments as 
gifts to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) who accepted them and sometimes wore them. 


Favourite Colour 


He liked the white colour most. He used to say: This 
colour is the best of all colours. 


The Colour which he Disliked 


He did not like red colour. Once ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr came 
wearing red clothes. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: What (kind of clothes) 
are you wearing? ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr burnt them. When the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be. upon him) 
heard this he said: There was no need to burn them as they 
could be given to a woman. . 


There is a soil of red colour in Arabia called Mughra. The” 
people used to colour their clothes with it. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) extemely disliked 
this colour. Once Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased with 
her) was dyeing the clothes with it. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) entered the house, looked 
into it, and returned. Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased 
with her) understood (the cause of this behaviour) and 
washed the clothes. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) again came and when he saw that there 
was not anything of that colour, he stepped in the house. 


` One day a person who was wearing red clothes visited 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
gave no response to his greeting. Once his companions had 
covered the camels with red sheets. He-said: I do not want. 
that this colour should prevail upon you. The companions ran 
and threw the sheets away from them. 


Use of Fragrance 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was very fond of perfume. If anyone presented to him 
perfume -he never refused. to take it. There is a special 
fragrance or scent called Sakka which he always ‘used; the 
companions. have. reported: The street through which he 
happened to pass was filled with fragrance. He often said: 
Men should use such perfume as spreads and its colour is not 
visible, but women should use perfume which does not spread 
fragrance but its colour i is visible. 


Elegance and Delicacy 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had very refined tastes. Once he saw a person in. dirty 
clothes. He said: Can’t he even wash his clothes? Once a 
person wearing shabby dress visited him. He said to him: Can 
you afford:something? He replied: Yes, I can. Thereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: If Allah has bestowed upon you His blessings your 
face must reflect it. The Arabs were uncivilized and 
uncultured. When they entered the mosque they spat on the 
walis or on the floor just in front of them during the prayer. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
abhored it. He erased these spots on the wall with the point of 
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the stick. Once he saw such a spot on the wall. He became so 
angry that his face turned red. A woman of Ansar erased the 
spot and applied perfume to the piace. The Holy Prophet 
(peace -and es of Allah be upon him) was glad and 
praised her. 

. Sometimes hearths were lighted in the meetings for 
fragrance wherein camphor and. wood of aloes were burnt. 
Once a woman asked Hadrat ‘Aisha (may Allah be pleased 
with her): What (do you say) about dyeing the hair? She said: 
There is no harm in it: but I do not like it as myi husband 
disliked the rk of henna. - 


He often used musk and ambergis. 


, Once he saw at dishevelled hair of a person, whereupon 
he said: Can’ t you dress your hair? Once he put ona chadar of 
wool. When. he began to perspire he took it off. One day 
people entered the mosque. The mosque was narrow and the 
traders also began to enter in dirty clothes with the result 
that the smell of their perspiration spread in the whole 
mosque. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: It would have been better if they had 
taken a bath. From that day onward the bath of Jum‘ah has 
become a commandment of the Shari‘ah. 


i » Arrangement for sweeping the floors of the Masjia-i- 
Nabvi had also been made. Umm Muhjan used to sweep the 
floors. It has been mentioned in Jbn Majah that. the Holy 
. Prophet. (peace. and plessings of Allah .be upon, him) had 
\. ordered that children and inSane persons should not enter the 

mosque and there should be no. buying and selling. He also 
ordered that hearths of perfume should be lighted in the 
mosque for cleanliness and purity. So the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had to strive hard in this 
: respect. . ' . 
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The Arabs were in the habit of easing and urinating on 
the thoroughfares (and this habit is generally found in the 
bedouins of today). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) disliked this habit very much and forbade 
them to do so. There are many Traditions in the Books of 
Ahadith that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) had cursed the persons who relieved themselves 
on the thoroughfares or under the shades. The rich used. to 
urinate in a vessel due to their laziness.. The Holy: Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade from this 
act. , © 


The Arabs were not in the habit of cleansing themselves 
after easing themselves or keeping their clothes safe from 
being defiled by urine. The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings ‘of Allah be upon, him) happened to pass by two 
graves and said: One of them is being tormented as he did not 
keep his clothes safe from being defiled byu urine. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and ees of Allah be upon 
him) entered the mosque and he saw that there were spittles 
here and there on the walls. He had a stick of date-palm in his 
hand and he scratched them off with it. Then he turned to the 
people and said in anger: Does any one of you like that a 
person should be made to stand in front of someone and then 
spit at his face? When anyone of you prays he must not spit in 
front of him for Allah is in front of him and the angels are on 
his right side. - 


s 


aS ree 


the course of prayer. ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was secing him. He forbade him to lead 
the, prayer form then onward. When. he, had finished. his- 
prayer, he came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and said: Is this your command? ‘He said: 

Yes; you have annoyed Allah and His Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). 


180 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) disliked garlic, onion, raddish. He had ordered that he 
who had eaten these things should not enter the mosque. It 
has been mentioned in Sahih Bukhari that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: He who 
eats of this plant (garlic, onion) should not approach. us and 
pray along with us. ‘Umar bin Khattab (may Allah be pleased 
with him) delivered a sermon during his caliphate: O people, 
you eat these two plants and these are onion and garlic and I 
find them nothing but repugnant for I saw that when the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
sensed the odour of these from a person in a mosque, he was 
made to go to al-Baqi‘. 


Love for Riding 


He was very fond of horse riding. Beside the horse, he 
rode on ass, mule and camel. The name of his special riding 
horse was Lahif, that of ass, ‘Afira and the name of his mule 
was duldul and name of his camel was QaSwa’ and ‘Adba’. 
Horse Racing 

There was a plain outside Madina. Its boundary 
extended about six miles from Hasba’ to Thina-tul-Wada‘. 
There the horses were trained for racing. The method of 
training was that'these horses were first given fodder, grams 
and grass etc. to their fill. Wher they became healthy and fat, 
their food was gradually reduced and they were fastened and 
saddled in the house so that perspiration came and dried. This 
practice was repeated daily. Gradually the flesh which they 
had put on was reduced and a light and well-built body 
appeared. This practice continued for forty days. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had a horse for riding. He made the horse to run. It won 
the race. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 


181 


upon him) was very glad. Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased 
with him) managed the training of horses. He had assigned 
this duty to Sarāqa bin Malik and made some rules and 

regulations for this purpose, the detail of which is given 
~ below:- 


1. -The rows of the horses should be fixed and it should be 
announced thrice if the rein was to repaired or a child 
was to be ridden or a saddle was to be taken off. 

2. When no response was received three Takbirs should be 
announced; on the third, the horses should be made to 
run. 


3. If the ears of the horse were ahead of others that horse 
would win. ` 


Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) himself sat 
at the extreme end of the plain and drew a line and asked two 
persons to stand at each end of the line. The horse came out 
from between them. 


There was also held the race of camels in which the 
riding camel, Ghadaba’ always won. Once a bedouin came 
riding a camel and it went ahead of Ghadaba’. The Muslims 
felt extermely sorry. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) said: Allah has the right to humble the 
proud and arrogant. Sandli, black and brown were the 
favourite colours of his horses. He forbade to cut the tail of 
the horse as it is used as a fan or brush to drive away the flies. 


Daily Routine 


While ‘describing the qualities of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) Tirmidhi has 
` reported on the authority of Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased 
with him): The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) had divided his time into three parts; one part was 
spent in worship. of Allah; the other was for the general public 
and the third for his own person. 


It was his daily routine that after the morning prayer, he 
sat at the place of worship till the sun rose. It was the time 
when he received people so as to educate them. He also 
settled disputes and administered justice. 


He often said to his companions: Has any one seen any 
dream? If any one had seen any dream he described it and the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
explained ‘the interpretation thereof. Sometimes, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). told his 
own dream. After this, discussion on different subjects was 
held. Some people told the events of the -age of ignorance, 
recited verses and talked cheerfully. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) only smiled. He often 
distributed booty, scholarships and the tribute on that 

` occasion. 


According to some traditions. when the sun rose 
somewhat high, he offered another short prayer consisting of 
four or eight Rak‘ahs. After coming back from the mosque, he 
used to do his household jobs. He sewed his torn clothes, 
mended his shoes and milked-his cattle. 


After the afternoon prayer he would go to his wives and 
stay there for a short time. He led the evening prayer and then 
took his supper and attended either the household affairs or 
spent his time in the company of his devoted followers. He led 
the night prayer in the mosque and then returned to his 
home for prayers in solitude and for rest. i 
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Sleep 


He usually slept a few hours after the night prayer. At 
the time of retiring to bed, he recited a Surah of the Holy 
Qur’an such as Bani Israil, Zumar, Hadid, Hashr, Saff, 
Taghabun, Jum‘ah. It has been mentioned in Tirmidhi that 
on going to bed the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said: O Allah! In Thy name do I live and die. 
When he woke up he said: Praise be to Allah Who restored us 
unto life having caused us to die and unto Him shall be the 
resurrection. He again rose at midnight or later part of the 
night and prayed and meditated. His tooth -brush had always 
been lying near his pillow. He burshed his teeth, performed 
ablution, and began to pray at the place of worship which was 
near him. He used to sleep on the right side, placing his right 
hand under his right cheek. But whenever he desired to take 
rest after reaching the destination in the afternoon he 
generally raised his right hand and placed his face thereon so 
that he should have a sound sleep. A low voice of snoring was | 
heard. 


No special arrangement for bed was made. Sometimes 
he used an ordinary bed or skin or mat as his bed and 
sometimes he slept on earth without any bed. 


Daily Acts of Devotion 


No one was more aware of the household life and the 
acts of devotion like prayers and worship of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) than Hadrat 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). She has reported that 
when the first verses of the Surah Muzammil were revealed, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
prayed so long that there was swelling in his feet. The other 
verses of the above Surah were not revealed for twelve 
months. On their revelation standing up long to observe 
prayer in the night which was obligatory became nafl. 
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The prayer of Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in the night consisted of eleven or 
thirteen Rak‘ahs including the Witr. 


Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) has 
reported another Hadith: When he had finished his Tsha’ 
prayer in congregation and he came back to his house, he 
offered four Rak‘ahs and then went to sleep. Water for 
ablution and toothbrush were lying near him. When he woke 
up, he first brushed his teeth, then performed ablution and 
offered eight Rak‘ahs. 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas has said: I spent one night 
in the house of my mother’s sister, Maimuna (the wife of the 
Holy Prophet) with a view to seeing the prayer of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) at night. 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
lay down on the floor. A little after midnight, he got up 
rubbing his face to cast off the effects of sleep, and then 
recited the ten concluding verses of Surah Al-i-‘Imran. He then 
stood up near a hanging water-skin and performed ablution 
well and then stood up and prayed. Ibn ‘Abbas said: I also 
stood and did the same as the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had done and then went to 
him and stood by his left side. He took hold of my hand and 
made me stand on his right side. He (the Holy Prophet) 
observed thirteen Rak‘ahs and then slept and snored. Then 
Bilal came to him (to inform about the prayer). He then stood 
up and observed two short Rak‘ahs, and then went out (to the 
mosque) and observed the dawn prayer. 


Prayer 


In the beginning, he performed ablution before every 


prayer; but later on, when it was inconvenient, he only s 
brushed his teeth five times. At the time of the conquest of ; 


| 
| 


} 
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Makka he offered several prayers with the same Wudu. } 
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However, he was in the habit of offering the prayer after 
fresh Wudi. In performing the, Wudt he first washed his nose 
with water three times. He then washed hands thrice. He 
then rinsed his mouth and cleaned his face three times; then 
washed his arms up to the elbow three times, then wiped his 
head; then washed his right foot up to the ankle three times, 
then washed his left foot like that. Sometimes he washed one 
part of the body thrice and the others once or twice. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) offered Sunan and Nafl at home. He got up hearing the 
Adhan of the dawn prayer and performed two short Rak‘ahs 
of Fajr. Hadrat ‘A’isha said: I sometimes thought as if the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did 
not recite the Surah Fatiha; but he uscd to recite long Surahs 
in the two obligatory Rak‘ahs. ‘Abdullah bin Sa‘id reproted: 
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) led us in the morning prayer in Makka and recited Surah 
al-Mu’minitin. Sometimes he recited Wal-lail-i-Idha ‘As‘asa 
and Surah Qaf. According to his companions, the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to recite 
from sixty to hundered verses in the morning. 


Observance of Prayer 


Although in the noon and afternoon prayers he recited 
comparatively short Surahs as recited in the Fajr prayer but 
still the surah after the surah Fatiha was so lengthy that one 
would go to al-Baqi‘ and after having relieved himself, would 
come to his house, then perform ablution and come, while the ` 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
would be in the first. Rak‘ah. The companions used to 
estimate how long Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) stood in the noon and afternoon prayers and 
we estimated that he stood in the first two Rak‘ahs of the 
noon prayer as long as it takes te recite Alif. Lam. Mim, Tanzil 
i.e. as-Sajdah. We estimated, that he stood half that time in 
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the last two Rak‘ahs that he stood in the first two of the 
afternoon as long as he did in the last two at noon; and in the 
last two of the afternoon prayer about half that time. Abu 
Sa‘id al-Khudri reported: The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to recite in every Rak‘ah 
of the first two Rak‘ahs of noon prayer about thirty verses and 
in the last two about fifteen verses or half (of the first Rak‘ah) 
and in every Rak‘ah of the ‘Asr prayer of the first two Rak‘ah 
about fifteen verses and in the last two half (of the first ones). 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) recited Al-Mursalat and At-Tur. In the night prayer 
he recited “By the Fig and the Olive” or such like Surahs. 
During the Tahajjud he recited lengthy Surahs like Baqara, 
Al-i-‘Imran, Nisa’ etc. In the first Rak‘ah of the Friday prayer, 
he recited the Surah Jam‘ah and in the second Rak‘ah: When 
the hypocrites came to thee (Surah LXIII) and : Glorify the 
name of Thy Lord, the Most High (Surah LXXXVII) or 
sometimes: Has there come to thce the news of the 
overwhelming event (LXXXVIII). And when the ‘Id and 
Jum‘ah combined on a day, he recited these two (Surahs) in 
both the prayers. He used to recite in the morning prayer on 
Friday Surah Alif. Lam. Mim, Tanzil i.e. as-Sajdah (Surah 
XXXII) and; Surely there came over the man a time (Surah 
- LXXVI). 


Deliverance of Sermons 


He often delivered sermons to teach Islam, to warn or to 
guide the people to the right path, especially the sermon of 
Friday prayer which was obligatory. It was the practice of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) that 
he entered the mosque where the people had gathered with 
utmost simplicity. He greeted them and went to the pulpit. 
He turned his face to the people, greeted them and began to 
address them immediately after Adhān. Previously, he had a 
stick in his hand but with the construction of pulpit, he left 
the stick, His sermon was short, precise and comprehensive. 
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He used to say: The lengthening of prayer by a man and the 
. shortness of the sermon is the sign of his understanding (of 
faith). He generally recited the Surah Qaf in Friday prayer as 
it contains the detail of the Day of Resurrection. While 
delivering the sermon he always praised Allah and lauded 
Him. If he had to do any work during the Khutba he would 
attend to it and then complete the Khutba. Once a person 
came while the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was delivering the sermon. He said: O Allah’s 
Messenger! I am a stranger and I do not know what this 
religion is and I want to learn about it. The Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) left his 
sermon and he was given a chair. He sat in it and began to 
teach him what Allah had taught him. He then came (to the 
pulpit) for his sermon and completed it to the end. Once 
Hadrat Imam Husain (may Allah be pleased with him) came 
to him in the mosque. He was a child and he was walking with 
unsteady footsteps. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) descended from the pulpit and took him in 
his arms out of affection for him. He recited the verse: Your 
wealth, your children are only a temptation. (64 : 15) 


During the Khutba, he asked the people to sit or pray. A 
person came in the mosque when he was delivering a sermon. 
He said to him. Have you observed prayer? He replied: No. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said to him: Stand up and pray. 


Whenever he delivered a sermon in the battlefield, he 
stood up bending upon the bow. Some are of the view that he 
stood up holding a sword in his hand. But according to Ibn 
Qayyim, he never held a sword in his hand during the course 
of sermon. He used to deliver sermons after intervals so that 
the people might not get tired. 


Journey 


Due to Hajj, ‘Umra and Jihad, he often had to proceed on 
journey. It was his practice to throw a lot as to who among his 
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wives was to accompany him during the journey. He preferred 
Thursday and set out at dawn. Whenever he sent an army on 
any expedition and he saw the riding beast he recited: In the 
name of Allah, putting his sacred foot into the stirrup, and he 
recited Takbir thrice when he sat on the saddle. Then he 
recited the following verse: Glory be to Allah Who hath 
subjugated (this beast) unto us though we were unable to 
subdue it! Behold! We are assuredly to return to our Lord. 
And then he prayed: . 


O Allah! Behold, we beg of Thee in this journey of ours 
righteousness and piety, and a conduct wherewith Thou wilt 
be pleased. O Allah! Make this journey of ours easy for us, and 
roll up for us the distance thereof. O Allah! Thou art (our 
companion in this journey and representative in (our) 
household. O Allah! Behold, I seck refuge in Thee from the 
toil of this journey, from holding a bad sight and a bad reverse 
in my wealth and household. As soon as he returned he 
prayed adding the following words to the prayer: We are 
returners (unto our Allah) penitents, worshippers, and 
adorers of our Lord. 


On the way when he ascended a hill, he said Takbir and 
when he descended he hymned the praise of Allah. His 
companions also recited Takbir and Tasbih in a loud voice in 
unison with him. When he reached a destination he prayed: 

O Earth! My Lord and Thy Lord is Allah. I seek refuge in 
Allah from thine evil, and the evil of that which is in thee, 
from the evil of that which hath been created in thee, and 
from the evil of that which moveth over thee. I seek refuge in 
Allah from the lion and the "Aswad" froin the serpent and the 
scorpion, from the evil of dweller in the land from the 
begetter and that which (the begetter) begetteth. 


On going to enter a habitation, he recited the following 
prayer: 
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O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and of that 
whereupon thev cast their shadows! O Lord of the seven 
earths and of that which they bear! O Lord of the winds and of 
that which they-.scatter! Now, behold, we seek of Thee the 
good of this township and the good of the folk thereof. And we 
seek refuge in Thee from the evil thereof and the evil of the 
folk thereof and the evil of that which is therein. When he 
reached Madina he went to the mosque and offered two 
Rak‘ahs prayer. Then he entered the house. He had ordered 
that the people should not enter their houses in a hury and 
let their women arrange their luggage comfortably. 


His Principles of Jihad 


Whenever he sent out army on an expedition, he 
instructed the commander of the army to adopt the way of 
piety and treat his companions well. 


Then he addressed the army: 


And fight in the way of Allah against those who fight 
against you. Do not commit treachery. nor deviate from the 
right path. You must not mutilate dead bodies. Do not kill a 
child. 


Then he exhorted to observe the principles of Jihad. 


When he bade farewell to the army, he said: Unto Allah I 
commend your faith, your trust, and the furtherance of your 
works. When he himself participated in war, if he reached the 
battle-field during night, he waited till morning and then 
attacked. If he could not attack in the morning, he would do 
so in the afternoon. After victory, he stayed there for three 
days for establishment of justice and law and order. When the 
news of victory reached him, he prostrated before Allah to 
give thanks to Him. During the fighting in the battle-field, he 
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recited the following prayer: O Allah! Tou art mine arm and 
my helper. 


With Thy help do I move; with Thy help do I assail; and 
with Thy help do I battle. 


Etiquettes of Visiting 


It was his common practice that on seeing anyone he 
greeted him first and shoqk hands with him. If anyone said 
anything into his ear inciling towards him, he did not turn 
away his face from him unless he turned his face. In shaking 
hand, it was his habit that he did not leave the hand unless 
the person himself drew his hand. While in a company, he 
never sat stretching his knees ahead of his companions. When 
a person wanted to enter a house he came to the door and 
first grected saying As-Salam-u-Alaikum and then sought 
permission to get in. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) also used to seek permission before 
visiting a person in a house. If any one did not seek 
permission in this manner, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) sent him back. 


Once a person from Banu ‘Amir came and stood at the 
door and said: May I come in. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: Go and teach him 
the manner of seeking permission i.e. he should first say As- 
Salam-u-Alaikum and then seek permission. 


Once Safwan b. Umayya, an Arab chief, sent milk, an off- 
spring of deer and some wood through his brother, Kulda who 
got in the house without seeking permission. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked him 
to go back and enter after seeking permission. 


Once Hadrat Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) 
came to see him and knocked at the door for a long time. The 
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Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: Who is it? He replied: It is I. Thereupon the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: It is I, 
It is I. What does.it mean; one should tell one’s name. 


When he went to anyone, he stood either on the right 
side of the door or on the left and after saying As-Salam-u- 
alaikum sought permission (the narrator says that he did not 
stand in front of the door as the practice of hanging curtain at 
the door was not yet in vogue). 


If the owner of the house did not grant permission, he 
came back. Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) came to Sa‘d bin ‘Ubada’s house and said ` 
As-Salam-u-Alaikum to seek permission. Sa‘d responded in 
such a low voice as was not heard by Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). Qais bin Sa‘d, the son of 
Sa‘d bin ‘Ubada said: Why don’t you grant permission to 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
to enter. Hadrat Sa‘d bin ‘Ubada bade him to keep silence 
saying: The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) would say As-Salam-u-Alaikum again and again 
which will be a source of blessing for us. The Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said As- 
Salam-u-Alaikum for the second time and Sa‘d again 
responded in this manner. He sought permission for the third 
time in the same way and on hearing no response returned. 
When Hadrat S‘ad saw the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) returning, he ran after him 
and said: I was listening to you greetings; but I responded in a 
low voice so that you repeat the words As-Salam-u-Alaikum. 


Enquiring after the Patients’ Health and 
Condolence 


He always looked after the health of patients and 
sympathized with them. He said to his companions: To 
enquire after the health of a patient is incumbent upon a 
Muslim. In the early days of Hijra, it was his practice that 
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when a person was about to die, the companions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), informed 
him about it. He visited the patient before his death and 
prayed to Allah to forgive him. He sat near him up to the last 
moment. Sometimes he became so late waiting for his last 
breath that he became sick. The companions realizing this 
difficulty now began to inform him after the death of a 
person. He went to his house, sought forgiveness for him and 
said his funeral prayer. If he was to stay till he was buried, he 
stayed there otherwise, he came back. The companions did 
not want to give him this trouble and so they brought the 
dead body to his house and this became the usual practice. 


When he went to any patient, he consoled him. He 
placed his hand on his forehead and felt his pulse. Then he 
prayed for his good health and said: If Allah wills he will be — 
alright. If any one uttered any ominous words, he disliked it. 
Once an Arab fell sick in Madina. He went to enquire after his 
health and spoke some words to console him. He said: You are 
talking of recovery, this fever is so severe that it would take 
me to the grave. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: Yes, now it would happen so. 


The Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) Assembly 


The court of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was quite different from the courts of 
other monarchs. It was free from pomp and show. There was 
no guard at the door. But every person who was present there 
appeared to be deeply impressed by the august grandeur of 
Prophethood. It has been mentioned in Ahadith that people 
sat in the Prophet’s company as if birds were sitting on their 
heads so that no one moved. The permission to talk was 
granted not on the basis of the position, status, wealth or 
fame of a person but on the basis of his knowledge and virtues 
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or if he deserved. First of all, he listened to the poor and the 
needy and fulfilled their needs. 


All those present in his company remained silent, 
bowing their heads. When he spoke there was pin-drop 
silence; whenever anyone spoke, the others listened to him 
and unless he became quiet, no one was allowed to speak. If 
the poor and the needy transgressed their limits and did not 
observe the etiquetes in explaining their need he would show 
utmost tolerance and forbearance. 


He never interrupted anyone during speech. If he 
disliked anything, he showed indifference towards it and 
avoided it. 


If anyone thanked him and if he had really done 
anything for him, he accepted it. He participated in every sort 
of talk in the company and also in good humorous talk. He 
himself had a taste for nice jokes. Whenever a noble person of 
the tribe came, he accorded him due honour. After enquiring 
about his health he asked about his needs. He also said to 
him: Those who cannot contact tell me about them and their 
demands. 


It was a practice in Iran that whenever any noble arrived 
in their company, all of them stood up as a mark of honour. 
This practice was also in vogue that when the chiefs and 
nobles held their courts, the people remained standing placing 
their hands on their chests. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade from these acts and 
observed: He who likes that people should stand up before 
him in respect, should find his place in the Hell. Of course, 
sometimes we stand up for any person out of love and 
affection. So when Hadrat Fatimah Zahra (may Allah be 
pleased with her) came, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) often stood up and kissed her 
forehead. He stood up and laid his chadder for Hadrat Halima 
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Sa‘dia (may Allah be pleased with her). Similarly, when his 
foster-brother once came, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stood up out of love for him 
and asked him to sit before him. 


Every person was made to sit according to his position 
and status and no one ever thought that the other had been 
treated with more respect and honour. Whenever any person 
said anything good, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) praised him and warned the person who 
uttered something bad or improper. 


Once two persons were sitting in the sacred company of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
One of them belonged to the high strata of society. He 
sneezed but he did not say: Praise be to. Allah in accordance 
with the Islamic way. The other‘also sneezed and he said: 
Praise be to Allah. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) as usual said:. May Allah have 
mercy on you. The former complained. The Holy Prophet. 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed. He 
remembered Allah and so did I. You forgot Allah and so I. 
forgot you. 


He had given strict instructions to the companions that 
they should not complain against any person or criticise 
anyone so that when I leave this world I should not have 
grudge against any person. 


Gatherings for Preaching Islam 


Although the process of teaching Islam continued at 
home, during the journey, while he was standing or sitting 
and when he was alone or in a company yet the people who 
were present on that occasion could only benefit from it. In 
the beginning, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah - 
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be upon him) had no prominent place to sit and the foreigners 
experienced some difficulty to recognize him. So the 
companions made a small platfrom of mud where the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to sit 
and his companions sat around its both sides. 


Etiquettes of Sitting in the Gatherings 


There was no restriction in attending those meetings. 
The bedouin usually came in these meetings in their own 
uncivilized way and asked various questions unhesitatingly. 

One cannot but wonder at the excellent behaviour of the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
in these meetings. Just imagine that the last of the Prophets 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is sitting and his 
devoted companions are at his beck and call when a person 
enters. He sees no apparent difference between the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and others and questions: Where is Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him)? The companions tell him: 
That fair-complexioned one who is reclining. He says: O son of 
‘Abd al-Muttalib! I shall ask you a question very harshly. Do 
not be angry. The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) gladly grant him the permission to do so. 


Despite this simplicity and hospitality, these gatherings 
were impressive and were full of dignity. The preachings of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
were restricted to religious instructions, education of Islam, 
‘moral conduct and behaviour and purification of soul. He 
disliked to answer the questions which were-not a part of his 
mission. For intance, if anyone asked, What is the name of my 
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father? Where is my camel which has been lost? Once such 
‘absurd questions were asked. Thereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said angrily: Ask 
what you like, I shall answer all the questions. When Hadrat 
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) looked at the 
complexion of his face, he said very politely: I am pleascd. 

No one asked any question while he was standing. Once 

when a person asked a question in this position, he looked at 
him in wonder. Usually the second question was not put 
unless the first question was settled. Sometimes, during the 
conversation, a bedouin who was not aware of the etiquettes 
suddenly came in and put some questions during his speech. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
continued his speech. When he had finished his speech, he 
attended the bedouin. Once a bedouin came and questioned 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
during the course of his speech: When would come the Day of 
Resurrection. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) went on with his speech. The people thought 
‘that he had not heard. Some of them said: No, he has heard. 
When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had finished his speech he enquired: Who asked the 
question? The bedouin said: Here I am. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: When the 
people as a whole, would begin to lose their trusts. He further 
asked: How will the trust be lost? He said: When the work will 
be entrusted to the incapable. 


The Time of Meetings 
The special time for these gatherings was that of: 


morning. He sat after the morning prayer and imparted not 
only spiritual education but also settled the disputes of the 
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people and solved their problems. According to some 
Traditions, he stayed after every prayer and held such 
meetings. So when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was angry with Ka‘b b. Malik as he 
absented himself from the battle of Tabuk, Ka‘b b. Malik used 
to attend these meetings to ascertain about the temperament 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). We reproduce here his exact words: 

I came to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) as he sat amongst (people) after the prayer, 
greeted him and asked myself whether his lips stirred in 
response to my greetings (or not). In the morning meetings 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
sometimes delivered sermons. It has been reported by ‘Arbad 
_b. Sariyya in Tirmidhi and Abū Dawid that: The Messenger of 
Allah one day delivered an eloquent sermon after the morning 
prayer due‘to which tears flowed from the eyes and hearts 
were moved. 


In the meeting after the prayer, education of Islam and 
its instructions was given and discussions on various: other 
topics of this sort was held. Besides this, he used to hold 
meetings to make the people aware of the reality of Islam and 
its excellent teachings. It has been mentioned in Ahadith: 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to come out for the general public for a day. 


- As all could benefit from it, it was his desire that none 
should remain deprived of its blessings. Due to: this very 
reason the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) became very much angry on those who came to these 
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meetings and returned. Once he was sitting in the mosque in 
the company of the companions when three persons came. A 
person found a little vacant place in the company and he sat 
there. The second could not, find a place in the middle and he 
sat behind all of them: but the third went back. When the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
finished he said: One of them sought refuge of Allah, Allah 
gave him shelter. The other felt shame, Allah had regard for 
him. Another turned away his face from Allah and Allah also 
turned His face from him. 


Advices and instructions, may they be given in the most 
impressive manner, people are ultimately tired of hearing 
them and lose their effect. For this reason the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) arranged these 
meetings after some intervals. It has been reported by Ibn 
Mas‘iid in Bukhari. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to preach after interval of some days so that people 
may not get tired. l 


Special Meetings for Women 


Since men could generally benefit from those meetings 
and only a few women could benefit therefrom, they 
requested the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) to fix a particular day for them. He granted their 
request and fixed a particular day for preaching and 
instructing them. 


Although there was no restriction to ask any question 
pertaining.to the Shari‘ah and the women of the haram asked 
` questions which related exclusively to women but when any 
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matter relating to privacy was asked in the general public, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
disliked it due to extreme modesty. 


When any such question was asked by any man publicly, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
did not like it. Once a person from Ansar (whose name was 
‘Asim) enquired before all: 1f anyone happens to see his wife 
with another man, what do you say? The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not like it and he' 
rebuked him. 


Method of Instruction 


Sometimes, he put a question to the people to test their 
power of understanding and firmness of faith. Once he asked: 
Name the tree whose leaves do not fall and has connection 
with Muslims. The people thought that it must be a tree of a 
jungle: I imagined that it should be the date-palm; but as.I 
was of tender. age, I could not dare say. At last, the people 
said: The Messenger of Allah should please. tell. He said: Date. 
‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) regretted 
for the whole life that he would have shown courage to 
express his idea. 


Once he came to the mosque. There were two groups of 
companions. One was busy in reciting the Holy Qur’an and 
dhikr and prayer. While the other was busy in conversation 
on religion. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: Both are doing virtuous acts; but Allah has 
sent me to teach (religion). So he sat in the group which was 
occupied in religious education. He did not like discussion on 
difficult topics which were beyond the ken of a common man 
in these gatherings. One day conversation was going on about 
predestination in the meeting of companions. When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) heard it, 
he came out of his apartment. His face turned red as if 
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someone had sprinkled the juice of pomegranate on his 
cheeks. He addressed the companions: Have you been created 
to cause disharmony and discord between (the teachings of) 
the Qur’an. The previous people were destroyed due to these 
things. 


The object of these meetings was that where any mutual 
difference on a point arose among the companions, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) resolved 
the issue by guiding them aright. For instance, the desire to 
be popular and prominent is against the tenet of sincerity and 
it was also considered as such even in the time of Sahaba. In 
the meeting of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) two persons discussed the point: 


One said: If we fight against the enemy and a person 
throws an arrow proudly saying: I am a Ghifari and who is 
there to resist my attack. What is your opinion about it? The 
second replied: He will not get any reward. The third person 
hearing this talk said: According to me there is no harm in 
this. Thus a dispute arose between the two. When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) listened to 
them he said: Fame and reward go side by side. 


It was a general concept that predestination means 
inaction, making a man lazy and inactive as what has been 
predestined must happen and no effort on the part of man can 
avert it. But the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) in a meeting which was held suddenly negated this 
concept saying: Actions are by themselves the fate and the 
actions of a man which he performs with the Grace of Allah, 
determine his fate. So reliance of Allah does not mean 
inaction and laziness and to let the God-given power go waste. 
The companions were in a funeral. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) came and they gathered 
around him. He had a stick in his hand with which be began 
to scratch the earth. Then he said: There is not one amongst 
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you whom a seat in paradise or Hell has not been allotted. A 
person said: Allah’s Messenger! Should we not then depend 
upon our fate and abandon our deeds? Thereupon he said: 
Whoever belongs to the blessed ones will have good works 
made easier for him. Whoever belongs to the unfortunate 
ones will have evil acts made easier for him. 


Good Humour 


Although these gatherings were held for the sake of 
educating and guiding towards Islam and righteous deeds and 
purification of soul, all those who were present did not even 
move as if a bird was sitting on their heads; yet these 
gatherings had the element of good humour. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) once said 
_ in a meeting: Once a person in Paradise expressed his desire 
to Allah to cultivate. Allah said to him: Has this desire of 
yours not been fulfilled. He replied: Yes, but I want that as 
soon as I sow the seed, the crop should be ready. So he sowed, 
it grew, became ripe and became ready to reap. A bedouin was 
also sitting in the meeting. He said: This blessing will go to 
Quraish or Ansar only who are agriculturists but we not 
‘agriculturists. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and ` 
blessings of Allah be upon him) laughed. 


Once a person came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: I have been ruined. I 
had an intercourse with my wife in the month of Ramadan 
(during fast). He said: Release a slave. That person replied: I 
am a poor man; whence should I get a slave? The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Keep 
fast for two months. He said: I cannot do so. Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Feed sixty needy persons. He said: I cannot afford. Meanwhile 
a bag full of dates was brought. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said to him: Now give these 
dates to the poor in charity. He said: I swear by Allah Who has 
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made you a Prophet, no one in the whole Madina is more poor 
than myself. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) laughed spontaneously and 
said: Well, you take them. 


The Blessings of the Prophet’s (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) Company 


Once Hadrat Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with 
him) said to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him): When we are in your sacred company, the world 
pales into insignificance, but when we are in home sitting 
among our family, it is different. He replied: If this state 
remained the same, the angels would come to visit you. Once 
Hadrat Hanzla came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and said: O Allah’s Messenger! I have 
turned to be hypocrite. When I am in your company and you 
make a mention of Hell-Fire and Paradise, we feel as if we are 
seeing these things with our very eyes but when I come to my 
house and am with my wife and children most of these things 
slip out of mind. He (the Holy Prophet) said: If your state of 
mind remains the same as it is in my Presents, the angels 
would shake hands with you. 


The Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) Speech 


The proficiency in speaking and excellence in deliverance 
of sermons is an essential prerequisite of Prophethood, so 
when Allah appointed Misa (peace be upon him) as Prophet 
and sent him to Pharaoh, he prayed: Loose a knot from my 
tongue, that they may understand my speech. 


But the chief of the Prophets (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was endowed by Allah with this excellent 
talent (of speech), so he made a mention of this favour of 
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Allah: I am the most eloquent Arab. I have been sent with 
comprehensive words and speech. 


Although every Arab tribe claimed that it excelled in 
eloquence and fluency of speech; there were, however, two 
tribes who held prominent positions in this skill i.e. Quraish 
and Banu Hawazin. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) himself belonged to the tribe of Quraish 
and in so far as the tribe of Bani Hawazin is concerned, he 
had been brought up in that tribe. Therefore he said: 


I am the most fluent among you, being a Quraish and my 
language is the language of Banu Sa‘d. 


The Manner of Speech 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to deliver his speech in a very simple way. When he 
came out of his apartment, he had no retinues with him like 
other monarchs nor did he put on a gown like other speakers. 
He had only a stick in his hand. Sometimes, he delivered a 
sermon leaning on a bow. It has been mentioned in Ibn Majah — 
that when he stood up to deliver a sermon in the mosque he 
had a stick in his hand and when he stood up to address in the 
battlefield he bent on a bow. The times for sermons of Jum‘ah 
and two ‘Ids were fixed; but no time was fixed for others. 
Whenever there was a necessity, he delivered an extempore 
Khutba (sermon). Due to this very reason he had addressed 
on the ground, on the pulpit and while riding a camel without 
any special arrangement. In case it was necessary, he 
delivered lengthy sermons; but generally they were short. 


Instructions and advices of general nature were usually 
given in an informatory language; but whenever the speech © 
had to be made more impressive it was usually started in the 
form of a question. The address which he gave to the Ansar in 
the battle of Hunain consisted of questions and answers from 
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the beginning to the end. This quality is specially found in the 
farewell address of Hajjat-ul-Wada‘ and almost all the 
addresses as mentioned in the next pages. When Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
delivered the sermon, his eyes became red, his voice rose, and `’ 
his anger increased so that he was like one giving a warning 
against the enemy. He pointed with his forefinger again and 
again. His body began to move. Sometimes he closed his fists 
and opened them. Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with him) has drawn a true picture of his zeal: 


I have heard Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) (delivering a sermon) on the pulpit. He 
said: Almighty would take the heavens and earth in His 
possession and saying this he closed his fist and then opened 
it; his sacred.body bent to the right and the left. When I cast a 
glance at the pulpit, even its lowest portion was moving so 
that I thought that it would fall along with Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


In the books of Ahadith, the Khutbat (speeches) of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
some selected sentences therefrom have been given without 
any order; but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) worked in different capacities. He called the 
people to the religion. He was a conqueror, a preacher and a 
commander. He was a judge and a Prophet. The performance 
of different duties and functions immensely influenced his 
nature of speaking and addressing, an essential prerequisite 
of an excellent speech. The sermons which he delivered as a 
preacher of Islam were full of enthusiasm and. emotion as if a 
commander was addressing an army. So when the verse: And 
warn thou thy clan and nearest ones was revealed, he called 
the Quraish and wanted to deliver a sermon. Although he 
could not complete it due to the wickedness of Abu Lahb; but 
one can easily judge the eloquence of the style of his speech 
from a few sentences which he could speak oin that occasion. 
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He ascended the mount of Safa’ and called to the Quraish. 
The people were panic-stricken and gathered round him. He 
said: Just consider this, if I told you there was an army at the 
back of this hill (waiting to attack you) would you believe me? 
They said: Yes, we have never known you tell a lie. He said: 
Then I am a warner to you of a severe agony near at your 
hand: Hearing this, Abū Lahb’ got up and said 
contemptuously: Was it for this that thou hast collected us 
here? 


At the time of the battle of Hunain, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) distributed all the 
booty of war among his kinsmen in order to gain love for his 
former enemies and the Ansar were totally deprived of it. 
Some of them grumbled in secret and said that they had been 
treated unfairly. When this news reached the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) he got the Ansar 
gathered in a camp to ascertain the real position. The people 
said: Some youngmen have said this; but those who are of 
sound judgement and the leaders amongst us have not 
uttered a word. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of. 
Allah be upon him) got up and delivered a sermon on this 
occasion: O ye Ansar! When I came to you, were you not in’ 
error and Allah guided you? Were you not poor and Allah 
made you rich? Were you not each other’s enemies and Allah 
put love into your hearts? 


In response to each of the questions they cried: Allah 
and His Prophet are bountiful. The Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: You might have 
answered and answered truly: Thou didst come to us belied 
and we confirmed thy truth; thou was forsaken and we helped 
thee; thou wast driven away and we sheltered thee; thou wast 
poor and we consoled thee. Then the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said in reply to the real 
objection: Are inot ye Ansar happy that whilst people take 
away sheep and camels, you take home the Messenger oi? 
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Allah with you? I swear by Allah what thou art taking back is 
better than that which all these people are taking. 


In reply all the Ansars cried: 


We are happy with the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). If we go into the detail as to 
what were the reasons for deliverance of such an eloquent 
speech, a small pamphlet can be written on it. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had as a 
conqueror of Makka, addressed the people on that occasion 
and some selected sentences therefrom are given in Ahadith. 
Makka was a sacred city for the Arabs. Haram was a Dar-ul- 
Aman (House of Peace) where fighting and bloodshed was 
prohibited. For the first time blood was shed in this highly 
esteemed and holy place in the cause of religion. There was 
every possibility that this action should finish or lower the 
dignity of this place. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) had to lay stress on both these aspects in 
his speech. He, therefore, emphasized the significance 

- thereof. First of all, he addressed his companions: 


Allah made Makka a sacred territory the day He made 
the heavens and the earth (i.e. it is His Eternal Will). It was 
not allowed before me, after me and for me except for a few 
minutes and it has returned to its sacredness. It is not allowed 
to anyone to shed blood, scare the hunts or to cut a tree or 
grass nor anything which is lost is allowed to any one exoept 
for the one who is in the search for it. 


The most excellent speech of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) is that which he delivered 
on Hajjat-ul-Wada‘. This speech contains simple 
commandments and as such it should be monotonous and 
uninteresting but this speech is as charming and excellent as 
other speeches of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) as regards its eloquence and fluency. After 
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praising Allah and expressing his gratitude to Him he 
explained the significance of this sermon in the following 
words: 


Ye people! Listen to my words; I will deliver a message to 
you, for I know not whether, after this year, I shall ever be 
amongst you in this place, in this month and in this territory. 


It could simply be said: This is the last year of my life; 
but the detail and manner of expression has made it more 
impressive. Similarly when he said that life, property and 
honour of the Muslims is sacred for all the Muslims, he 
conveyed this message in a very impressive and eloquent 
oration: 


O people! Do you know what day it is? They said: Allah 
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
know (best). He said: This day is the sacred day. He asked: Do 
you know what territory it is? They answered: Allah and His 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) know 
(best). He said: This month is the sacred month. When the 
sacredness of this day, month and territory was fully 
impressed on the minds of the people, he conveyed the main 
object of his speech. Verily, Allah has made sacred for you 
your blood, your property and your honour as this day, this 
month and this territory is sacred for you. Do not turn 
polytheists after me so that you may strike one another’s 
necks. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) gave a lesson of equality and brotherhood in the 
following words: 


Verily, your Lord is One and your father is one. All of you 
belong to one ancestry of Adam and Adam was created out of 
clay. Verily, the noblest among you is he who is the most 
pious (49 : 13). 
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The main source of income of the Arabs was from looting 
and plundering. These people would not let these four sacred 
months go waste so the pagan Arabs changed the months or 
made addition or deduction in them to get an unfair 
advantage and find a justification for fighting and plundering, 
thus desecrating the sanctity of the sacred month. The Qur’an 
prohibited this intercalation by saying: Verily,. the 
intercalation aggravates infidelity. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) declared in a Khutbah: 
Verily, the. time has revolved in its own way from the day 
when the heavens and earth were created. 


Besides these functions, he worked as a preacher and 
instructor. In this capacity, although the decisions taken by 
him were very simple, yet as a whole their style was 
comprehensive and eloquent. While teaching moral conduct 
and behaviour, intricate construction of sentences, 
phraseology and use of similes or metaphors are not required. 
Only simple and brief but comprehensive sentences are 
needed. All the sermons which the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had delivered to teach morals 
were simple, brief and lucid. When he arrived in Madina, the 
first sentence which he spoke was: 


Ye people! spread Islam, feed (the hungry) and pray 
when the people are asleep. You will enter Paradise in peace. 
The first Khutbah (sermon) of Jum‘ah which the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) delivered 
in Madina was according to a Tradition narrated by Ibn Ishaq 
as under: 


After lauding Allah, he said: Ye people! Send provision 
for you aforetime. You will come to know, by Allah, when 
. any one of you will be confounded and then leave one’s goods 

(wealth) and there will be none to look after them; then Allah 
Who has no representative or guard would say to him: Had 
not Messenger reached you and given My Message to you and 
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had I not bestowed upon you more than your needs? So what 
provision did you send for you aforetime? Then that person 
would look to his right and left but he would find nothing 
except Hell. So he who can should protect from Fire, may it be 
with a piece of date. Whosoever does not possess it, with good 
and pleasant words. Verily, one good action would be 
rewarded ten times or seven hundred times. And peace, 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. In another Khutbah 
(sermon) he said: 


Praise is due to Allah, I praise Him, ask His help. And we 
seek refuge in Allah from the mischiefs of our souls, and from 
our wicked deeds. Whom Allah guideth aright, him none can 
send astray; and whom he sendeth astray, for him there is no 
guide. I bear witness that there is no deity but Allah; He is 
One. He has no partner. The best of speech is embodied in the 
Book of Allah. He whose heart Allah decorated with it and 
made him to enter Islam after disbelief and he chose 
forsaking the talks of people chose the best and most eloquent 
of the speeches (that of Allah). Love what Allah loves and love 
Him whole-heartedly. And do not be weary of His speech and 
dhikr and your hearts should not be hardened towards Him. 
Worship Him and do not associate anything with Him. Fear 
Allah as He deserves to be feared. And say what is true about 
Allah and love each other for the sake of Allah. Allah is angry 
with that any one should break the covenant. And peace, 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. 


Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) delivered a sermon in which he explained five 
things: ú 


Verily, the Exalted and Mighty Allah does not sleep, and 
it does not befit Him to sleep. He lowers the scale and lifts it. 
The deeds in the night are taken upto Him before the deeds 
of the day, and the deeds of the day before the deeds of the 
night. His veil is the light. 
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In the Friday sermons he usually talked about Zuhd 
(fear of Allah) and riqa’ig (softening of hearts), conduct and 
behaviour, fear of the day of Resurrection, torment of grave, 
Oneness of God and the attributes of Allah. If any significant 
event had occurred during the week, he gave instructions 
about it. Instead of delivering a new sermon, he often recit2d 
an impressive Surah like Qaf regarding these subjects. He 
recited this Surah frequently in the Friday sermon. In the ‘Id 
sermon, he laid special emphasis on Sadaqa (charity). He also 
delivered sermons in case of needs wherein he spoke 
according to the exigencies of situations. Once there was solar 
eclipse. The people attributed it to the death of his son, 
Ibrahim. He delivered the following speech on that occasion. 
After lauding Allah as He deserved, he said: O ye people! The 
sun and the moon are two signs among the signs of Allah. 
These do not eclipse on the death of anyone. 


I saw in my place everything which you have been 
promised. I even saw Paradise and Hell. It was also revealed 
to me that you would be tried in the graves as you would be 
tried something like the turmoil of the Dajjal. And ‘each one of 
you would be brought and it would be said: What is your 
knowledge about this man? If the person is a‘ believer he 
would say: He is Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) who brought to us clear 
signs and right guidance. So we responded and obeyed him. So 
far as the hypocrite or sceptic is concerned he would say: I do 
not know I only uttered whatever I heard people say. All 
these things were brought to me in which you will be made to ` 
enter. The Paradise’ was brought to me till (I was so close to 
it) that if I (had intended) to pluck a bunch (of grapes) out of 
it I would have got it. The Hell was brought to me. I saw in it 
the owner of a cat who was being tormented. She had tied the 
cat and did not feed her nor set her free so that she could eat 
the creatures of earth, and I saw Abū Thumama Amr b. Malik 
in Hell. They used to say that the sun and the moon do not 

-eclipse but on the death of some great person; but (in reality) 
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both these are among the signs of Allah which are shown to 
you; so when there is an eclipse observe prayer till it (the sun 
or the moon) brightens. 

The following brief sermon in refutation of bidea 
(innovation), exhorting the people to act the Shari‘ah 
firmly is mentioned in Ahadith: 


Verily, there are only two things, speech and guidance. 
The best of the speech is embodied in the Book of Allah, and 
the best of guidance is the guidance given by Muhammad 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). And the most evil 
affairs are their innovations; and every innovation is error. 
Behold! Do not desire of prolonging your age so that your 
hearts may not be hardened. What is going to be happened, is 
near at hand what is not to occur is far ‘off. An unfortunate 
one is unfortunate in the womb of one’s mother and a 
fortunate one learns from others. Behold! It is infidelity to 
fight with a Muslim and to abuse him is an evil act. It is not 
lawful for a Muslim to keep his relations estranged with his 
brother beyond three days. Behold! Beware against telling a 
lie. 


Miraculous Effect of His Speech 


The sermons of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) were in reality a Divine miracle. It | 
softened and moved the hearts of even the most hard-hearted 
persons in a few minutes. Once he recited the verses of the 
Surah An-Najm which had so much effect that not only the 
Muslims but the disbelievers also fell into prostration. 


A person who used to treat men under the influence of 
charm heard the foolish people of Makka say that Muhammad 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was under the 
spell: He came to protect him. Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) delivered a short sermon 
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before him. He said: Repeat these words of yours to me, and 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) repeated these to him thrice. He said: I have heard the 
words of sooth-sayers and the words of magicians, and the 
words of poets but I have never heard such words as yours. 


Once a newly converted tribe came to Madina. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) felt that 
they needed help. He collected all the Muslims in the Masjid- 
i-Nabui and addressed them reciting the following verse of the 
Holy Qur’an: O mankind! Be careful of your duty to your Lord 
Who created you from a single soul. 


Then he recited the following verse of the Surah Hashr: 
And let every soul look to that it sendeth on before for the 
morning. After this said: Give in charity dirham, cloth, corn or 
= a piece of date which you can afford for the sake of Allah. 
= Despite the condition of the Muslims, the effect of the Holy 
Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) eloquent 
and heart-moving speech was that whatever was with them ' 
was put before him. Some brought the wearing clothes, the 
others the household corn etc. An Ansar went to his house and 
brought a bag of gold coins which was so heavy that he could 
hardly carry it. It is said that two big heaps of clothes and corn 
lay before him in a short time and the face of Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
brightened. .In extreme’ provocation and anger,~a few 
sentences spoken by him settled the dispute and created an 
atmosphere of love and affection. The age old enemity and 
warfare of Aus and Khazraj tribes turned into friendship and . 
love due to this quality of his. Before the battle of Badr, he 
came out riding. The hypocrites were sitting together. The 
Muslims -greeted ‘them with -respect; but the hypocrites 
uttered an abusive sentence. This spark could‘ burn the 
threshed grain; and war might have broken out but a few 
sentences which he spoke extinguished the fire of anger. On 
return from the battle of Mustaliq, the hypocrites tried to 
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` cause dissension among the Muslims by instigating them 
against one another over an incident and an appeal to arms 
was made between the Muhajirin and Ansar when the whole . 
affair was reported to.the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) He ‘came and addressed them so that 
they again became friends. The men of -Aus and Khazraj . 
quarrelled at a watering place and began to fight. The swords 
were about to be unsheathed in the Masjid-i-Nabvi, but the 
speech of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) impressed them so much that the danger was 
averted and they again became brothers. 


In the division of the spoils of the battle of Hunain, some 
of the Ansar felt discontented. We have already briefly 
mentioned that he delivered an eloquent and impressive 
speech at that time as a result of which the Ansar who were 
displeased with him a few moments before wept until tears 
rolled down their beards and they said: Yes we are well- 
satisfied, O Prophet of Allah! with our lot and share. 


At the conquest of Makka, Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) proclaimed amnesty to the 
chiefs of Quraish against the expectations of Ansar. Some of 
them who were not yct fully aware of his magnanimity and 
large-heartedness objected to it and said: At last love for your 
- relatives and native city has overcome you. When he came to 
know about it he collected all the Ansar and said to them: 


: _O Ansar! Have you entertained such thoughts? They 

replied in the, affirmative. Upon this the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of, Allah be upon him) remarked: I do not give 
preference to my. native City or relatives. I ; am the servant and 
the Messenger of Allah and I have migrated to Madina at His 
command. I will live with you and die with you. This speech 
had so much effect on the hearts of Ansar that tears rolled 
down their eyes. A companion has drawn the picture of his 
speech in the following words: 
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One day Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) delivered such an eloquent sermon as brought 
tears to the eyes and moved the hearts. 


Hadrat Asma’ bint Abū Bakr has described the influence 
of his speech in these words: The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stood up to deliver us a 
sermon about the torments of grave wherewithal a man 
would be tried. As he was telling about it, the Muslims started 


crying. 


It has been reported by Hadrat Abū Huraira and Abū 
Sa‘id (may Allah be pleased with them): Once the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said 
during the Khutbah: He in Whose hand is my life. He 
repeated these words thrice and then he bowed his head. 
These words had-so much effect that everyone of them bowed 
his head at his place with tears in his eyes. The narrator said: 
Even I failed to understand the exact nature of his oath. 


It has been reported by Hadrat Anas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) that Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) one day delivered a sermon which was 
so eloquent that I never heard the like of it before. He said in 
the course of his Khutbah: Had you known what I know, you 
would laugh less and weep more. On hearing this, the 
condition of the people was that they covered their faces with 
cloth and could not control their tears. 


Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) ‘Ibadat (Acts of Devotion) 


There is no prophet in this world except the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) about 
whom it is exactly known as to what was the nature and 
method of his worship and what were the times he had set 
apart for this purpose. In describing the events of the lives of 
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the ancient Prophets, right from Noah, nay from Adam to 
Moses (peace be upon them) this subject has not been touched 
in the espistles of Bani Israel. It has however, been mentioned 
at some places in the Bible that Christ used to pray 
occasionally; but due to the indifferent attitude of the: 
followers towards religions even these important teachings 
were either lost or destroyed. The followers of Islam deserve 
to be praised as they took extreme care to maintain the 
teachings and instructions of Islam intact from the beginning 
to the end. The method and times of the prayers of Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the 
way he prayed; the state of his mind, his concentration and 
devotion in praying, in short, évery aspect of his devotional 
acts has reached us in its perfect form. 


Prayer and Worship 


Even before Prophethood the Holy Prophet (peace and 
Iblessings of Allah be upon him) remained absorbed in Allah’s 
‘worship. He used to go into the hollow of Mount Hira and 
there he stayed for months together and spent his time in 
prayer and supplications and meditation. With the assignment 
tof Prophethood he was also taught the method of prayer; but 
cdue to the fear of Quraish, he worshipped secretly. When 
tthere was time for prayer he went to a valley and prayed 
tthere. Once he was offering his prayer along with Hadrat ‘Ali 
((may Allah be pleased with him) in the pass of a hill when 
Abu Talib happened to pass by. When he saw him he said to 
thim: O nephew! What are you doing? He called him to Islam. 
He used to say his Chasht (morning) prayer in Haram openly 
gas it was allowed in the religion of Quraish. It has been 
mentioned in Sahih Bukhari that one day he was offering his 
porayer in the Haram, the chiefs of Quraish passed some 
sarcastic remarks and then there was a laughter. Abu Jahl 
ssaid: Is there someone to bring the dirty foetus of a she-camel 
amd place it on his back. ‘Uqbah was the unfortunate man who 
dlid this ignoble act. When he recited the Qur’an loudly in 
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prayer, the infidels used filthy language. Once he was saying 
his prayer in the Haram, some most unfortunate persons 
planned to treat him harshly. A wicked person made a rope of 
his sheet and cast it round the neck of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) andthen twisted it 
so as to choke his throat. But the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) continued with his prayer 
with his usual calmness. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to wake up in the night and prayed. Various 
Traditions have been reported by. his companions in this 
respect. According to a narrator, he stood up for prayer for the 
whole night. Umm-i-Salama (may Allah be pleased-with her) 
reported: Allah’s Messenger slept for a few hours and then 


, prayed for some time. He again went to sleep and then woke 


up and prayed till it was morning. Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) got up after sleeping for 
half of the night and observed thirteen rak‘ahs. Hadrat ‘A’isha 
has reported that he observed nine rak‘ahs. The Muhaddithin 
are agreed that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) have observed the prayers in all these 
ways as they have narrated the facts as witnessed by them; 
but he generally observed his night prayers as narrated by 
Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) and Ibn ‘Abbas 
(may Allah be pleased with him) about which we have 
mentioned before. 


Besides five obligatory prayers he observed at least 
thirty-nine rak‘ahs of sunan and nafi prayers daily i.e. two 
rak‘ahs in the morning, four rak‘ahs of ch@sht prayer, six that 
of noon, six that of afternoon (four before the prayer and two 
after the prayer) and (according to Hadrat ‘A’isha) two that of 
evening and six and thirteen that. of night. In addition to 
these there were Awwabin and Salutations of mosque. Of all 
these sunan, he observed two rak‘ahs of the morning prayer 
strictly. If he happened to miss any sunan prayer, he offered it 
promptly although it is not required to be offered by the 
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general public under the rules of the Shari‘ah. Only one such 
incident occurred in Hadr when an envoy came to him 
between the noon and afternoon ` prayer and he could’ not 
obsefve two sunan rak‘ahs after the noon prayer. He offered 
these two rak‘ahs in the apartments of hiswives. As this 
. prayer was against his daily routine they enqujred about it. 
He'said: The compensation for a missed prayer for a common 
man is once; but Hadrat ‘A’isha and Umm-i-Salama reported 
that if the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings ‘of Allah be upon 
him) chose a particular act, he did not forsake it and did it 
continuously and so he observed this missed prayer during his 
whole life. During the month of Ramadan, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah-be upon him) observed fasting, 
prayers and other devotional acts with special zeal. Ibn ‘Abbas 
(may Allah be pleased with him)—reported that -Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the 
most generous of people in’charity but he was generous to the 
utmost in the month of Ramadan and Gabriel (peace be-upon 
. him). would meet him every year ‘during the month of 
Ramadan and read with him the Qur’an and when he met 
him, Allah’ s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was most generous in giving’ charity like the blowing 
wind. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported 
that during the last ten days of Ramadan.he woke up and 
prayed for ‘the whole night .and asked the members of his 
household to wake up and pray. He used to confine himself (to 
the mosque) in the last ten days of Ramadan for I'tikaf so that 
he remained busy i in dhikr and worship of Allah. 


He used to recite the Holy Qur’ an daily. Seterdig to a 
Tradition, he recited the Holy Qur’an after the night prayer. 


The number of Surahs which he recited daily was fixed. 
He repeated the whole Qur’an in the month of Ramadan . 
again and again. He woke up in the late hours of the night 
and recited some most impressive Surahs or some verses 
thereof. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas’ (may Allah be pleased with 
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) got up late in the night 
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rubbing his face to cast off the effects of sleep. He looked up at 
the sky; the stars were shining in the silence of night and 
recited the following verses: Lo! In the creation of the heavens 
and the earth and (in) the difference of night and day are 
tokens (of His sovereignty) for men of understanding. Such as 
remember Allah, standing, sitting, and reclining, and consider 
the creation of the heavens and the earth, and say: Our Lord! 
Preserve us from the doom of Fire. Our Lord! Whom Thou 
causedth to enter the Fire; him indeed Thou hast confounded. 
For evil-doers there will be no helpers. Our Lord! Lo! we have 
heard a crier calling unto faith: “Believe Ye in your Lord!” So 
we believed. Our Lord! Therefore forgive us our sins and 
remit from us our evil deeds, and make us die the death of the 
righteous.: Our Lord! And give us that which Thou hast 
promised to us by Thy messengers. Confound us not upon the 
Day of Resurrection. Lo! Thou breakest not the tryst. And 
their Lord hath heard them (and he saith): Lo! I suffer not the 
work of any worker, male or female, to be lost. Ye proceed one 
from another. So those who fled and were driven forth from 
their homes and suffered damage for my cause, and fought 
and were slain, verily I shall remit their evil deeds from them 
and verily I shall bring them into Gardens underneath which 
rivers flow. A reward from Allah. And with Allah is the fairest 
of rewards (3 : 190-195). 


On this occasion he used to recite the following words 
which were deeply immersed in love of Allah: O Allah to Thee 
be the praise; Thou art the light of the heavens and the earth, 
to Thee be the praise; Thou art the Lord of the heavens and 
the earth and whatever is therein. Thou art the Truth; Thy 
promise is true, the meeting with Thee is true. Paradise is 
true. Hell is true, the Hour is true. O Allah, I submit to Thee, 
affirm my faith in Thee; repose my trust in Thee, and I return 
_ to Thee for repentance; by Thy help I have disputed, and to 

Thee I have come for decision, so forgive me my earlier and 
later sins, the sins that I committed in secret and openly. 
Thou art my God. There is no god but Thee. 
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. Sometimes when the members of his household were 
asleep he got up quietly from his bed and remained busy in 
prayer and supplications. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be 
pleased with her) reported: One night I woke up and did not 
find the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) in his bed. I thought that he had gone to the apartment 
of another wife. I groped in darkness and saw that his 
forehead was on the ground and he was busy in prostration 
and prayer. I was sorry on this suspicion of mine and said to 
myself: Glory be to Allah! what did I think of him and find 
him. Sometimes he get up in the night and went to the 
graveyard and wept and supplicated. Once Hadrat ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) followed his steps till he 
entered Baqi‘ and prayed for the dead. 


After prayer and supplication he lay down and slept and 
began to snore till it was the time for dawn prayer. He then 
stood up and observed two short rak‘ahs and then went out 
(to the mosque). His supplication included these words. 


O Allah, place light in my heart, light in my.tongue, light 
in my hearing, light in my sight, and light on my right hand, 
light on my left hand, light in front of me, light behind me, 
light above me, light below me, and enhance light for me. In 
the Arkan (fundamental articles) of prayer, the shortest 
interval is in Qaiyam (raising one’s head) after Rukii 
(bowing), but Hadrat Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) 
reported: The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) did not prostrate till he had stood erect so 
that we thought that he had forgotten to prostrate. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) avoided a 
thing which distracted him in prayer. He once stood up for 
prayer in a garment which had designs over it. He looked at 
these designs and after completing the prayer said: Take this 
garment to Abu Jahm and bring me a plain garment in its 
place known as anbijdniya for it has distracted me just now. 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) entered 
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and I had hung a curtain having pictures on it. He said: Take 
it (away) from me (from my sight) for its designs have 
distracted me. 


Fasting 


The Prophets | and propagators of religions have stressed 
upon reduction of dict and fasting for ‘moral and spiritual 
elevation. In India ‘the ‘austere .and strictly disciplined 
religious leaders had transgressed all bounds in the matter of 
fasting but Islam - taught’ balance. and moderation in this 
respect. Before the. advent of Islam, the Arabs used to keep 
fast on the day of ‘Ashiira and the Holy Prophet (peace ‘and 
blessings of Allah’be upon him) also kept fast on that-day. It is 
revealed from some Ahadith that during his stay in Makka he 
used to keep fast for months together;. but this ‘routine. was 
changed when he came to Madina. The Jews used to keep fast 
on the day of ‘Ashiira and he also kept fast on that day and he 
exhorted all the Muslims to keep fast on that day. But when 
the fasting of Ramadan was made obligatory, the fast m 
‘Ashüra became nafi i . 


He never kept fast for a full month in Madina except in 
the month of Ramadan. However, the month of Sha‘ban was 
an exception in which’ he remained with fast for almost the 
whole month. “Thus he spent two months of the year with 
fast. In- other months the Messenger: of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon, him) used to observe fasts ‘(so i 
continuously) ‘that it seemed that: he would not break, ‘and 
when he did not observe then it ‘appeared that he had given 
up perhaps never to fast. ‘In the first half of the month, he was 
often with fast. He used to observe fasts for three days during 
every month on Monday ‘and Thursday and on the day of 
‘Arafa-and ‘Ashiira. According to some Traditions, he usually 
observed fast on Friday. ‘Besides this, he observed fast on the 
first ten days of Muharram i.e. from the first to Liam the 
first six days of Shawwal i.e. 2rd to 7th of the month. 
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In addition to this he kept voluntary fasts. ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her) reported that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) one day said 
to her: Is there anything with you:(to ‘cat)? I said: No. 
Thereupon he said: I am observing fast. Sometimes he 
observed Saum-i-Wisal (uninterrupted fasting) without meal 
at daybreak or -sunsct for days. together. When the 
companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) did so (following him), he forbade them. Some of 
the companions said: You yourself ‘fast uninterruptedly, 
whereupon he said: Who among you is like me? I am fed and 
supplied drink (by Allah) and according to some Ahadith, I 
spend night (in a state) that my Allah feeds me and provides 
me drink. Some people thought that the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had forbidden them out of 
mercy for them and that he had not ordained to do’so, and 
some persons began to observe this, uninterrupted fast. This 
(news) reached him. Then the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) also observed this fast, with 
them for a day, and then for a day. They then saw the new 
moon and he (the Iloly Prophet) said: If the appearance of the 
new moon were delayed, I would have observed more (fasts) 
with you by way of warning to them as they had not agreed to 
refrain (from observing Saum-i-Wisal). The Holy Prophet 
‘(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) were against such 
_rigour in the matter of religion and he generally abstained 
from such things as we would discuss in detail. 


Zakat, 


T'he Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to help the poor and the needy.generously and 
performed charitable and good acts even before the advent of 
Islami as has been stated by Hadrat Khadija (may Allah be 
pleased. with her) on embracement. of Islam. After 
proclamation “of ‘Islam, he did not. keep anything but 

distributed what he got among the poor and the needy; but 
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there exists no evidence that he paid Zakat. Some of the 
scholars of jurisprudence have, ‘therefore, drawn the 
conclusion that payment of Zakat is not obligatory on the 
Prophets but the factual position is that Zakat is of two kinds 
i.e. (1) Voluntary charity regarding which every one is aware 

_ that Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) generosity knew no bound (2) Obligatory charity (Zakat) 
at the fixed rate, number on the specified quantity and gold, 
silver, animals etc., provided that a year has passed over the 
minimum standard of a person’s surpulus wealth called nisab. 
It never happened that this latter charity became due from 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
under the rules of Zakat. Neither any wealth on which Zakat 
was due was kept in his house nor did he like it except that 
which was enough to pass the night. Once the amount of 
Kharāj (tribute) was so large that it could not be distributed. 
He spent the whole night in the mosque and did not enter his 
house till Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) said: O Allah’s 
Messenger: Allah has relieved you of your duty. 


Hajj 

The exact number of Hajj which the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) performed before 
Islam is not known. Ibn al-Athir has written that since 
Quraish performed Hajj every year, it is most probable that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
also performed Hajj every year. It has been mentioned in 
Tirmidhi that he performed two Hajj and according to Ibn 
Majah and Hakim the number of Hajj performed by him was 
three; but all. these Traditions are mursal (incornpletely 
transmitted). There is a consensus of opinion on the point 
that he performed only one Hajj during his stay in Madina 
after restoration of peace and-tranquillity called Hajiat-ul- 
Wada‘, the detail of which we have already given in the 
previous pages. 


Besides Hajj, he performed four ‘Umras after Migration, 
one in the month of Dhul-Qa‘da, one during the time of 
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Hudaibiya, then after the battle of Hunain, and the ‘Umra he 
performed along with his Hajj (on the occasion of the Farewell 
Pilgrimage). Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) said that 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
performed four ‘Umras, all during the month of Dhul-Qa‘da 
except the one he‘performed with Hajj (on the occasion of 
Hajjat-ul-Wada‘). Once it was asked from Ibn ‘Umar as to how 
many ‘Umras had Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) performed? He said: Four ‘Umras, one he 
performed during the month of Rajab. Thereupon Hadrat 
‘A’isha remarked: May Allah have mercy upon Abi ‘Abd al- 
Rahman (the Kunya of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar). Never did Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
perform ‘Umra in which she did not accompany him and he | 
(Allah’s Messenger) never performed ‘Umra in the month of 
Rajab. - 


During the time of Hudaibiya, when the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) proceeded on 
_ ‘Umra, the polytheist Quraish tried to put hurdles in his way 
at every step. His companions, in their attempt to resist them, 
were separated from him but his longing to see the Ka‘bah 
was so great that he continued his journey without caring for 
the risk and without waiting for his companions. At last his 
devoted companions sent him a message through Abu Qatada 
Ansari requesting him to wait for a short while lest the 
enemies should stand in his and their way. Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) agreed to their 
request. 


Dhikr of Allah 


The Holy. Qur’an has explained the special quality of the 
believers: So when thou art relieved, still toil. And strive to 
please thy Lord. 

(Solace) 


Such as remember Allah, standing, sitting, and reclining 
(The Family of ‘Imran) 
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And the preacher of the Qur'an was himself the true 
embodiment of this virtue. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be 
pleased with her) reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) remained always busy in 
remembrance of Allah. Rabi‘a (may Allah be pleased with her) 
who performed the duty. of a guard in the night said that 
hearing the voice‘of Tasbih and Tahlil of Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) I felt tired and 
went to sleep. Ile was always absorbcd in the dhikr of Allah 
with deep devotion and fervour while he was sitting, standing, 
walking, eating and drinking, waking or sleeping, at the time 
of ablution, wearing’ new-clothes,‘ riding, proceeding on a 
journey, on return, while entering the house,, mosque, in 
short, on every occasion. Due to this reason many prayers 
have been mentioned in Ahadith to be recited at different 
times and occasions. During the last days of his life when the 
Surah: Idha Ja’a was revealed ‘in which it was commanded to 
pronounce Tahmid and Tasbih,; the’ wives of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: | 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
always recited in the morning and in the PUUR these words 
of Tasbih and Tahlil. ‘ 


f 


Hadrat Ibn - S NR (may Allah be ien with him) 
reported that Allah’s: Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) often recited this prayer after short intervals. 
My Lord! Forgive me, and relent towards me. Thou art the 
relenting, the forgiving. We counted and found that he recited 
these words a hundred times at one sitting. He never forgot to 
remember Allah in all sorts of situations; at the timé of hurry ` 
of proceeding on a journey and: during the: journey. He 
observed nawāfil riding a beast without caring whether the 
direction was towards the Qibla or not and he observed prayer 
turning his face towards the direction of his beast keeping in 
view: And withersoever ye turn, there is Allah’s countenance. 


Zeal and Fervour 


When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be l 
upon him) was busy in conversation in the company of his 
companions or his wives in the apartments and heard the 
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voice of Adhan, he stood up at once. Although he spent the 
major part of the night waking (for prayer and supplications) 
yet hearing the call of Mu’adhdhin for the morning prayer, he 
got up from his bed. The spiritual zeal, fervour and devotion 
with which he praycd in the night are explained below in the 
words of Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her): 
Sometimes he spent the whole night standing up for prayer. 
He recited the Surahs, Baqarah, Al-i-‘Imran, Nisa’, the most 
lengthy Surahs of the Holy Qur’an. When he recited an Ayah 
(verse) of fear and warning, he sought forgiveness and refuge 
from Allah and when any Ayah (verse) containing glad tidings 
of Allah’s favour and rewards was recited, he prayed for their 
attainment. He recited the Holy Qur’an so loudly that the 
people listened to it in their houses. Sometimes he was 
entirely absorbed in the beauty and excellence of the verse. 
One day he recited the verse: If you punish them, they are 
your servants and if you forgive them, verily you are the 
Mighty, the Wise. i 


He was so much influenced by the above verse that he 
recited this verse till it was morning. 


Zaid b. Khalid al-Juhani said: I would definitely watch at 
night the prayer observed by the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). He prayed two short 
' rakʻahs, then-two long, long rak‘ahs, then he prayed eight 
rak‘ahs by observing two rak‘ahs separately which were each- 
time shorter than the two preceding, then he observed witr. 
Khabbab has reported: One night Allah’s Messenger , (peace 
` and blessings of Allah be upon him) stood up for prayer and he 
remained busy in prayer and supplications till morning. . 

Hudhaifa reported: I prayed with Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) one night and he 
started reciting al-Baqarah. I thought that he would bow at 
the ẹnd of one hundred verses, «but he proceeded on; I then 
thought that he would perhaps bow on completing (this 
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Surah). He then started Al-i-‘Imran and recited it, then 
started an-Nisa’ and recited leisurely. And when he recited the 
verses, he also recited Tasbih, and supplications according to 
the subject dealt with in these verses. Then he bowed; his 
bowing lasted about the same length as his standing. He then 
stood up about the same length as he had spent in bowing. He 
then prostrated himself, and his prostration lasted nearly the 
same length as his standing. 


Allah's Dhikr in the Battle-Field 


When the two armies met and arrows, swords and 
daggers flashed and dazzled the eyes and there was hue and 
cry everywhere, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was busy in prayer and supplications to 
Allah with humility and tranquillity. The soldiers were proud 
of their courage and valour and furious against the enemies; 
but the forehead of the commander was in prostration in 
submission to Allah. During the battle of Badr, Uhud, 
Khaibar, Tabūk and all big battles, he prayed to Allah with 
such devotion and confidence. 


In wars, the commanders are proud of their warriors; 
but this greatest leader of Islam relied on’ Almighty Allah. 
Although he trained and equipped his armies to be able to 
fight according to his best available sources; but his real 
strength lay in reliance on an Unseen Power, the All-Powerful 
Allah. During the battle of Badr two companions of him came 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and said: O Allah’s Messenger! The infidels have 
released us on promise not to take part in fight. The Prophet 
remarked that he would honour their words in any case, and 
that he required no help but that of Allah. 


Fierce fighting was going on and the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), in earnest devotion and with 
his hands out-stretched, was praying to Allah in these words: 
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O Allah! Fulfil this day Thy promise made unto me. So 
absorbed was he that his chadar would slip down from his 
shoulders and he did not know it. Sometimes, he would lay his 
forehead on the ground and say: O Allah! If this little band is 
perished this day, none shall ever worship Thee till the end of 
the world. During this time ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with 
him) came thrice from the battle-field to see him and he saw 
that his sacred forehead lay on ground in prostration. At the 
end of the battle of Uhud, Abii Sufyan said with joy: O Hubal, 
exalted be thy name, but the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) even in that state of extreme 
depression directed ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) to 
say: Allah is our Lord! And you have none. Exalted and Great 
is Allah. 


At the time of the battle of Ahzab, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was himself 
digging out the trench and the following words were on his 
lips: 


O Allah! There is no good but the good of the Hereafter. 
So send Thy blessings unto the Ansars and Muhajirs. 


The enemy was attacking so furiously that it was not 
possible for any Muslim to withdraw his steps. This siege 
continued for twenty or twenty-two days but during’ this 
period at the most, only four prayers of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) were missed. One 
day the enemy attacked so fiercely at the time of ‘Asr that he 
could not offer his prayer and the time was over. He was 
extremely sorry. When the attack subsided, the first thing he 
did was to observe the prayer in congregation. During his 
march to Khaibar when he entered the town, he said: Allah is 
Great, Khaibar shall face destruction. When his forces were in 
sight of the buildings of Khaibar, he ordered them to halt and 
then he prayed as follows: 


` O Allah! We pray to Thee for the well-being of this 
habitation, of its inmates and all that is in it; we seek Thy 
shelter from their mischief. In the battle of Hunain, the 
Muslim army numbered 12,000. In the very first encounter, 
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they took to their heels. If the commander of the army had 
fought merely depending upon his men, he might have fled 
from the battle-field but he was sure of Allah’s help and 
succour. -When the enemy started a shower of arrows, only a 
few of his faithful companions were ‘left around him. He 
dismounted, and in a solemn prophetic tone declared: I am 
the servant of Allah and His Messenger; then sought Allah’s 
promised’ victory- with his hands out-stretched. The tide 
turned all of a sudden and the morning breeze began to 
flutter the banner of Islam. None could dare face the arrows 
poured down like a torrential rain by 10,000 enemies but the 
prayers and supplications of the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) for Aliah’s help. 


The most impressive scene of this reliance on Allah was 
witnessed in the battle of Bani Mustaliq. The enemy had 
encamped near at hand and was ready to attack all of a 
sudden at the first opportunity. When it was ‘time for prayer, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be.upon him) 
led the prayer and a part of the army prayed as Mugqtadis and 
the rest encountered the opponents and vice versa. A more 
hazardous event than this occurred at the time of the treaty . 
of Hudaibiya. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) had encamped at Ghas/fan. Khalid b. Walid, led a 
vanguard. detachment in the neighbouring hills and was 
waiting for an opportunity to attack. The Quraish had decided 
to make a sudden attack on the Muslim army as soon as they 
stood up for prayer, 


hens acuinenedl a justification for shortening the prayer 
and by the Grace of Allah the verses regarding shortening of 
prayer were.revealed. It was” the time for ‘Asr. prayer. The 
enemy ‘stood face to face. The companions formed themselves 
into two rows. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed one rak‘ah, while the other faced the 
enemy. Then they (those in the sécond row) came in front and 
` those who were’in front went into the rear. He then led them 
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in one rak‘ah. All.these changes were brought about in the 
rows of the Muqtadis but the commander of the army: (the 
Prophet) led the -prayer despite” all sorts of dangers. This 
shows how particular. was he to observe the commands of 
Allah: 


O ye who believe! When ye meet an army, hold firm and 
think of Allah much, that ye may be successful. * : 


Fear of Allah 


He was the last of the Prophets, the most exalted among 
the Messengers and the special loved one of Allah. Despite 
this fact he used to say that he did not know as to what would 
happen with him. When Hadrat ‘Uthman b, Mazʻ‘ūn died and 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
went to condole him, his dead body was lying. A woman said 
turning her face to the dead body: Allah is witness that He . 
has blessed you. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and / 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: How did you come to 
know it? She said: If he has not been blessed then who is the 
blessed one. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said: Yes, I also expect good concerning him; but 
being a Prophet even I do not know how I would fare. 


Whenever stormy wind blew the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) became anxious. Even if 
he was busy in an important work, he left it and recited facing 
the Ka‘bah: I seek Thy shelter from the evil of that which 
hath been sent therewith. When the rain was over and the 
sky became clear, he felt relieved and thanked Allah. ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) said: Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). I find people being 
happy when they, see the dark cloud in the hope that it would 
bring rain, but I find that there is an anxiety on your face. He 
said: It may be as the people of ‘Ad said: It is a cloud which 
would give us rain. But it was a calamity from Allah. 
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Hadrat Abii Bakr said: O Allah’s Messenger! Your hair is 
turning grey. He said: The Surahs Hud, Wagi‘ah, Mursalat and 
Yatasa‘aliin have made me old. In these Surahs the events of 
the Day of Resurrection have been described. It has been 
reported by Ubayy bin Ka‘b. When two-third of the night 
passed, he used to say: O people! Remember Allah. 
Earthquake and what is to come in its wake is to overtake, 
death with all its signs has reached. He used to say: If you 
know what I know, you would weep much and laugh little. 
Once he gave a general warning: O Quraish! Rescue 
yourselves from the Fire for I have no power (to protect you) 
from Allah. O sons of ‘Abd Manaf! I have no power (to protect 
you) from Allah. O ‘Abbas b. ‘Abd Al-Muttalib: I have no power 
(to protect you) from Allah. O Fatimah bint Muhammad! I 
have no power (to protect you) also, from Allah. 


Once there was such a huge gathering of desert Arabs in 
the Masjid-i-Nabvi that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was well-nigh perspiring. The 
Muhajirin (emigrants) stood up and pushed the people back: 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
got out and entered ‘A’isha’s (may Allah be pleased with her) 
apartment cursing them; but immediately after it, he turned 
his face to the Ka‘bah and prayed to Allah with his hands out- 
stretched: O Allah! I am a human being. If anyone of your 
servants is hurt on my account, do not punish me. During 
prayers and supplications his heart was so much overwhelmed 
with the fear and exaltness of Allah that tears flowed from his 
eyes. When Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘td recited the verse: 
But how (will it be with them) when we bring of every people 
a witness, and we bring thee (O Muhammad) a witness 
_ against thee? Tears continued to flow from his eyes. Once it 
was solar eclipse; he heaved sighs in Kusuf prayer and said: O 
Allah! You have promised that you would not descend any 
calamity on the people in my presence. ‘Abdullah b. 
Shakhkhir, a companion of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: One day I went to the 
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Messenger of Allah. I saw him busy in prayer. He wept so 
much that it appeared from the voice of his sobs that a hand- 
mill was working or a kettle was boiling. 


Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) attended a funeral, the grave was being dug. He sat 
at the side of the grave. This spectacle had so much effect on 
his heart that carth became wet with his tears. Then he said: 
Brothers, make a provision for this day. 


Once he was returning from a battle. On the way he met 
a crowd of people who had encamped there. Some of them 
were sitting. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said: Who are you? They answered: We are 
Muslims. A woman was busy in kindling fire in the hearth 
and her son was sitting nearby. When the flames were ablaze 
and brightened, she came to Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: Are you Allah’s 
Messenger? He said: Yes, indeed. Then she enquired: Is it not 
that Allah is more compassionate on His servants.than a 
mother on her child. The Holy’ Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon-him) said: Yes, it is really so. Then she said: 
It never happens that a mother throws her child into fire. 
Thereupon tears came into his (Prophet’s) eyes. Then he 
raised his head and said: Allah would punish the haughty and 
arrogant who defies Ilis commands and denies His Oneness. 


He recited the prayer of Abraham (peace be upon him) 
My Lord! Behold, many of mankind have they led astray. 
Therefore, whosoever shall follow me, he indeed, shall be of 
me. 


Then he recited the prayer of Christ (peace be upon 
him): If you punish them, they are your servants and if you 
forgive them, verily you are the Mighty, the Wise. Then he 
raised his both hands and prayed: O Lord! My Ummah, my 
Ummah and wept. 
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Love of Allah 


There are two kinds of Prophets who have come into 
this world..The first who were impressed by the Glory and 
Might of Allah and so they taught the peopie to be afraid of 
His wrath and anger, for instance, Nuh and Misa (peace be 
upon them). Then there were Prophets who were absorbed in 
the love of Allah and called the people to Allah’s love and 

- mercy, for instance, Yahya and ‘Isa (peace be upon them). The 
first message inculcated love and sincerity, whereas people 
took an undue advantage of the second message with the 
passage of time, and began to transgress the limits of worship 
and reverence of Allah as is evident from the present 
Christian religious literature and the biography of Christ. 
Islam emphasizes both these Attributes of Allah. The 
preacher of Islam had firm faith in them. The Holy Qur’an 
has called this virtue as the most excellent faith. 


According to agreed upon Ahadith, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stood up for prayer 
in the night for such a long time that there was a swelling on 
his feet. Seeing this some of his companions said: O Allah’s 
Messenger! Allah has already forgiven you, then why do you 
take pain? He remarked: Should not I be His thanks-giving 
servant. Men of understanding say that people thought that 
his prayer and supplications were due to fear of Allah and 
since he had been absolved of all sins, he was not required to 
strive hard. He removed this doubt saying: I do this out of love 
and not out of fear. Therefore, he used to say: I find in the 
prayer delight to my eyes. 


He got up for prayer and supplications in the silence of 
the night. Sometimes he went to the graveyard and he used 
to‘say that Allah descends on the heavens of the world in the 
silence of the night. IIe prayed for the whole night till it was 
dawn and he observed two short rak‘has of dawn prayer about 
which he remarked: These two rak‘has of the dawn prayer are 
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dearer to me than the whole world. Once a woman was made 
a captive in a battle. She had lost her child and when she saw 
any child she clung it to her breast and suckled it. When the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) saw 
her, he remarked addressing the people: Is it possible that 
this woman should herself fling his child? They answered: No, 
not at all. Thereupon he said: Allah loves his people more 
than she loves her child. 


We have already mentioned such an incident. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
returning from a battle. A woman came to him holding her 
son in her lap and said: O Allah’s Messenger! Does Allah love 
His people more than a mother loves her son? He said: Yes, 
indeed. She said: No mother would throw her son into fire. On 
hearing this tears rolled down his eyes. Then he raised his 
head and said. Allah will punish the person who is arrogant 
and believes in two gods instead of One. 


One day the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was sitting among his companions when a 
person who was wrapping a bird and its off-springs came and 
said: O Messenger of Allah! I caught these off-springs from a 
bush and wrapped them in a cloth. When their mother saw 
them, she began to hover over my head. I opened the cloth a 
bit at one end and the mother bird instantly fell on its off- 
‘springs. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) remarked: You wonder over the love of a mother 
for her children, by Allah, who has sent me with right 
guidance, Allah’s love for his people is far greater than a 
mother’s love for her child. 


The Messenger’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) love for Allah far excelled the love of the whole world 
and what is contained therein. He delivered a sermon to a 
gathering of his companions five days before his death. He 
said: I stand acquitted before Allah that I took any one of you 
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as friend, for Allah has taken me as His friend as He took 
Ibrahim as His friend. Had I taken anyone of my Ummah as 
friend I would have taken Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased 

with him) as a friend. ; 


He repeated these words again and again. The most 
exalted companionship on. high. Hearing this Hadrat ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) said: Allah’s Messenger is 
now going to leave us. 


Those who are aware of the implication of the words: 
The most exalted companionship on high, means that the 
Prophet, after having rendered his obligations towards his 
earthly companions, had now returned to the companionship 
of the One on high. 


Reliance on Allah 


Reliance on Allah means that a man should leave the 
results and consequences of his endeavours and struggle and 
the decisions of the events of this world to Allah. Whatever 
the sources and whatever the circumstances he should 
continue his efforts with the firm faith that Allah has power 
over everything and that reliance of Allah, stead-fastness, 
perseverance, courage and valour are the real things by dint 
of which he does not lose heart and encounters the peste 
risks and hazards with patience and spirit. 


If you go through the biography of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) you would find 
that there was hardly any obstacle which was not put in his 
way of propagation of Islam. He -had to suffer all sorts of 
hardships in the cause of Islam but his faith remained as firm 
and unwavering as on the first day. He knew no fear or 
disappointment. The one aspcct of his life, reliance on Allah 
and confidence in His help is manifest throughout his life, 
may he be all alone in the streets of Makka or surrounded by 
the enemies or fighting the fierce battles of Uhud and 
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Hunain. Abū Talib said: O my dear! Get yourself out of this 
difficulty. He replied: O my uncle! Do not be anxious on 
account of my being alone as truth cannot remain alone: The 
Arabs and the non-Arabs would one day be with me. In reply 
to another question he said; Allah will not leave me alone. He 
said to a dejected and oppressed companion of Makka: By 
Allah, time is near when Islam will reach its culmination and 
there will be no fear of anyone except that of Allah. Once the 
disbelievers made a plan that as soon as the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) entered the 
Haram, he should be killed there and then. Hadrat Fatimah 
(may Allah be pleased with her) who heard their talking came 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) weeping and related the story. He consoled her and 
asked her to bring him water for ablution. After performing 
ablution, he went to the mosque, indifferent to the danger. 
When he entered the mosque and the disbelievers cast a 
glance at him, they. lowered their gaze. 


: You have already read in the first volume that on the 
night of Migration. the Quraish were surrounding the house 
of the Prophet with the intention to kill him; but he asked the 
dear and daring Hadrat ‘Ali with perfect composure of mind to 
occupy his bed although he knew that to lic on this bed was to 
lie on a scaffold and not on a bed of roses; but he also knew 
that there is a power who can turn this scaffold to a bed of 
roses. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said to ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him). No one can 
do you any harm. ` 


The enemis were surrounding the house on all sides 
and early in tk: morning the young and the old all were 
hoping to hear ‘:he news about the Prophet; but he set out 
according to the will of Allah reciting the opening verses of 
the Surah Yasi? which confirm his Prophethood and the truth 
of his mission. 


As had aly ‘eady been arranged with Abii Bakr (may Allah 
be pleased with him), they hid themselves in the cave of 
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Thaur. The Quraish flew into rage as their scheme to kill the 
Prophet had failed. They wanted to take revenge at all costs. 
They started a search of the Prophet and chanced to come 
upon the very entrance of the cave. Who can keep his senses 
in perfect control under these circumstances. Abu Bakr (may 
Allah be pleased with him) was apprehensive and said: O 
Allah’s Messenger! The pursuers are so close that just a 
-glance down at their feet will disclose our whereabouts. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said 
with perfect tranquillity and spiritual calmness: Abū Bakr, 
what can befall twain who have Allah as the third One with 
them. It has also been mentioned in the Holy Qur’an: Fear 
not, verily, Allah is with us. 


No one except the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) could maintain this peace of mind. 


When the Quraish had set a price om his head, declaring 
that whosoever would bring him alive or dead would be 
rewarded a hundred camels, Suraqah bin Ju‘sham chased him 
and was about to overtake him. Abu Biakr (may Allah be 
pleased with him) was panic-stricken arid looked here and 
there greatly perturbed, but the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) did not even look behind to 
know what was Suraqah’s intention. He maintained perfect 
peace and tranquility and went on reciting the verses of the 
Holy Qur’an. 


It is generally understood that in Mac!ina the life of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
immune from all sorts of dangers; but the fact is that 
although the number of adherents and supporters of Islam 
comprising Muhajirin and Ansar had consic'erably increased 
the strength of the Muslims, they had tc» encounter the 
enemies who were more dangerous than the enemies of 
Makka. Although the Quraish were against hi m, but they had 
family relations with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) which sometimes led the m to sympathy 
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and kindness; but the hypocrites and the Jews of Madina had 
no such feelings. Moreover, mutual plots to kill or to compel 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
to exile were being hatched by the hypocrites and the Jews of 
Madina and the Quraish of Makka. Due to this reason, the 
devoted companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had to keep a watch in the night. One 
night when the companion were guarding the Prophet’s 
. camp, the following verse of the Holy Qur’an was revealed: 


And Allah shall protect thee from the people. 
(Al-Mai’dah : 70) 


He set out of his camp and informed the people about it 
and asked his guards to go away leaving him to the protection 
of Allah alone as He had guaranteed the protection of his life. 
On his return from the battle of Najd he encamped at a place 
where there were many groves of trees. The companions were 
sleeping here and there under the shade of these trees. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
also sleeping alone under a tree and his sword was hanging on 
the tree. All of a sudden, a bedouin who was waiting for an 
opportunity appeared stealthily, unsheathed his sword and 
stood before him. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was startled to see a bedouin with sword 
in his hand, ready to attack. The bedouin said: Now is there 
any on to save you from me? The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) answered with ji 
compoʻsure of mind: (It is) Allah. 


Ome a person was brought as a captive before him. He 
was ov) the look-out for an opportunity to attack him. The 
Holy !?rophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
ordere:d to release him saying: He cannot kill me despite his 
intention meaning thereby that Allah has guaranteed 
protection’ of his life. He asked from the Jewess who had 
_ poisoned him in Khaibar the reason for poisoning him. She 
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said: I had determined to kill you. Thereupon the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Allah will 
never give you the power to do it. 


During the battles of Hunain and Uhud the battle field - 
had been left empty for a short while of his ardent devotces. 
At that time his unwavering faith, steadfastness and reliance 
on Allah had no parallel. This is, however, one side of: the 
picture. The other side of the picture of his life is also not less 
than a miracle. He had to pass through various difficulties in 
his life. Sometimes he had nothing to eat and he went 
without food for days together and sometimes the court-yard 
of the Masjid-i-Nabvi was full of booty and it was quite 
possible to expend out of this wealth on the coming days but 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
never did so. After meeting absolutcly necessary expenditure 
of the state and that of his houschold, he distributed the rest 
(of wealth) among the poor and the needy before evening. It 
has been narrated in Tirmidhi on the authority of Anas: 


Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) never laid by anything for the next day. If perchance 
anything remained to be disposed in the house, he felt 
extremely perturbed unless he was sure that there was 
nothing in the house save Allah’s blessings. 


t 
A number of such incidents regarding his generosity 
have been mentioned in Ahadith. 


At the time of death man becomes indifferent to 
everything. It occurred to him that he had given sime gold 
coins to ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). Eveni at those 
critical moments he desired that these should be given in 
charity to the needy as he did not like to meet his Lord when 
he had some matcrial wealth in his possession. 


Patience and Thanksgiving 


Grief, sorrow and afflictions come in life but the 
excellence of man lies in the fact that his achievements should 
not make him proud and he should bear the hardships and 
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defeats with a cheerful countenance. He should have faith 
that his duty is to strive and that his success or defeat is to be 
determined by Allah. The following verses of the Holy Qur’an 
allude to this fact: 


Naught of disaster befalleth in the earth or in yourself 
but it is in a Book before we bring it into being Lo! that 
is easy for Allah. That ye grieve not for the sake of that 
what hath escaped, not yet exult because of that which 
hath been given. Allah loveth not all prideful boasters. 
(Al-Hadid: 22-23) 


During his life the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) made such tremendous and: glorious 
achievements as no human being could achieve on this earth; 
but he never felt proud or exultant over them. He said: I am 
the chief of the sons of Adam; but I am not proud of it. When 
‘Adi been Hatim heard about him, he had doubt whether the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
a king or a Prophet; but when he came to him with his envoy 
and a poor and miserable woman came to him and requested 
him to listen to her apart from other people, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stood up at once 
and stayed in the street until that woman herself went off. 
‘Adi said: Seeing this hospitality and humility of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) I became sure that 
he was not a king but a Prophet. i 


Every victor enters the vanquished city with his head - 
raised high with pride and with great pomp and show; but the 
victor of Makka and Khaibar entered the cities bowing down 
his head to Allah in utmost humility. It has been reported by 
Ibn Ishaq: When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) reached Dhi Tawa and saw that Allah had 
granted him victory, he stayed on his riding animal and bowed 
his head in humility before Allah so that his chin was about to 
touch the wood of the saddle. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) remained absorbed in 
devotional acts like prayer, Tasbih, Tahlil etc. Some of his 
companions said: O Allah’s Messenger! Allah has already 
made you innocent and freed you from all sorts of sins, then 
why do you take this trouble? He said: Should not I be His 
grateful servant. 


That is, if these devotional acts were for the 
achievement of this status, they were now to express his 
gratitude over the attainment of the status. Some people who 
are devoid of spiritual insight attribute every success of theirs 
to their own power, planning and personal contacts and 
influence but in the terminology of those who are nearer to 
Allah, this concept is synonymous with Atheism and 
polytheism. Those who believe in Allah have firm faith that 
every success and happiness is from Allah the Almighty. 
When any good tidings reached the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), he at once prostrated to give 
thanks to Allah, the Exalted. 


When the news of embracement of Islam by the 
Hamdani tribe reached the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him), he fell in prostration to give thanks to 
Allah. Similarly another news about something reached him 
and he fell in prostration before Allah. He also prostrated 
giving thanks to Allah for the honour bestowed upon him 
when he came to know that if anyone sent Darūd on him 
Allah also sent Dariid on him. 


Hadrat Sa‘d (may Allah be pleased with him) said: We 
set out from Makka to Madina along with the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). When we reached 
Zuhra he got down from his camel and prayed long to Allah 
raising his hands and then fell into prostration and remained 
in this state for a long time. Then he raised his head and 
stretched out his both hands for prayer as was customary 
with him and then fell into prostration which lasted for a long 
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time. Then he stood up and began to pray in utmost humility 
and prostrated placing his forehead humbly on earth. When 
he had finished he said to his companions: I had asked 
forgiveness from Allah for my Ummah, a part thereof was 
accepted. Then I fell into prostration and again prayed. Allah 
accepted my that prayer too. I prostrated in order to give 
thanks to Him and then I again prayed and supplicated and 
Allah granted my supplications. I again fell into prostration. 
Allah, the Exalled has given prominence to this virtue of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). It 
has been mentioned in the Surah Ad-Duha: 


By the morning hours 

And by the night when it is stillest 

Thy Lord hath not forsaken thee nor doth He hate thee 
And verily the latter portion will be better than the 
former, 

And verily thy Lord = give unto thee so that thou will 
be content 

Did he not find dhos: an orphan and protect (thee) 

Did He not find thee wandering and direct (thee) 

Did He not find thee destitude and enrich (thee) 
Therefor the orphan oppress not, 

Therefor the beggar drive not away, 

Therefor of the bounty of thy Lord be thy discourse. 


Every word of the biography of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) bears testimony to the fact 
that he acted upon these instructions during the whole of his 
life. Patience and gratefulness are apparently opposite to each ` 
other; but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) had both these qualities and he made a practical 
demonstration of them in his life. A companion of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hirn) once said: 
` O Messenger of Allah! who has borne the great hardships? He 
said: Prophets and then according to their positions, the other 
people. History also bears witness to this fact. As he was the 
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chief of the Prophets, he had to bear more hardships and 
difficulties than all other people of his sacred Ummah. Due to 
this very reason the Holy Qur’an instructed him again and 
again to show patience. It has been mentioned in the Surah 


Ahqaf: 


Then have patience (O Muhammad) even as the stout of 
heart among the messengers (of old) had patience. 
(Al-Ahqåf : 35) 


His father died before his birth. His mother also left this 
mortal world when he was an infant. His grandfather who 
loved this orphan child dearly died two years later. Abū Talib 
who stood by him in the teeth of severe opposition of Quraish 
also. died after his Prophethood and Khadijah, his beloved 
wife and companion’ and sharer of all the trials in the early 
years of Prophethood also died. After the parents and wife, 
the centre of love is one’s children, the :wound of whose 
separation is never healed during the whole life. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
(according to different Traditions) two to eight sons and four 
daughters; but with’ the exception of Fatimah (may Allah be 
pleased’ with her) all of them died in infancy or youth. When 
he remembered them tears rolled down his eyes but he 
observed exemplary patience and peace of mind and never 
complained against the Maker of destiny. His eldest daughter 
Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her) breathed her last in 
the 8th Hijra. He himself gave instructions regarding her 
burial. When the dead body was laid before the grave, tears 
rolled down his eyes, but he did not say anything from his lips. 
He loved Zaid (may Allah be pleased with him) and Ja‘far, the 
son of his cousin dearly. When he heard the news of their 
martyrdom in the battle of Muta his eyes became wet with 
tears. In the meanwhile, he heard the voices of lamentation 
from their house, he forbade them from this act. One of his 
daughters sent to him (the messenger) to call him and inform 
him that her child or her son was dying. The Messenger of 
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Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) told the 
messenger to go back and tell her that what Allah had taken 
belonged to Him and to Him belonged what He granted; and 
He has an appointed time for every thing; so you (the 
messenger) order her to show endurance and seek reward 
from Allah. The messenger came back and said; she adjures 
him to come to her. He got up to go accompanied by a few of 
his companions. The child was lifted to him and he was 
breathing his last. His Prophet’s eyes welled up with tears. 
One of the companions said: What is this, Messenger of Allah? 
He replied: This is compassion which Allah has placed in the 
hearts of his servants and Allah shows compassion only to 
those of His servants who are compassionate. 


Once he came to visit Sa‘d b. ‘Ubada in illness. As he 
entered his room he saw him in a swoon. Upon this he said: 
Has he died? The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) wept. When the people saw Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah‘ be upon him) 
weeping, they also began to weep. He said; Listen, Allah does 
not punish -for the tears that the eye sheds or the grief the 
heart feels but the punishes for this (pointing to his tongue). 


When ‘the Holy Prophet’ s (peace and Kiain, of Allah 
be upon him) eyes were filled with tears at the death of 
Ibrahim, Abdur Rahman bin ‘Auf said: What is this? He said: 
It is out of love and mercy. And then he said: Our eye are 
filled with tears, our hearts with gricf; but we say nothing 
with our mouths except that which pleases nan and we 
mourn thee, O Ibrahim! 


However, these events occur in life and their effect is for 
a particular time; but it is extremely difficult to bear the 
tragedies and hardships which knew no end with patience and . 
calmness. During the first thirteen years the people of Makka 
and Ta'if in stead of giving a positive response to his call to 
the truth of Islam insulted him, hurled abuses on him and 
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mocked at him and gave him tortures. We need not repeat 
that he had to fight fierce battles in Madina against the 
enemies and that they had made big plans to defeat and kill 
him or excommunicate or exile him; but he bore all the 
arrows showered at him with patience fortitude and courage. 


It is, however, most difficult to show patience when one 
has the means to lead a comfortable and luxurious life but he 
abstained from it. Every victory brought him enormous 
wealth and booty and the bait-ul-mal was full; but unless he 
got all this wealth distributed among the destitute and the 
needy, he remained perturbed. Dué to this very reason, he 
and his family spent their whole life in ù state of extreme 
poverty. He and his family often went without food. He had 
no other clothes except those he wore. He bore all these . 
hardships as the pleasure he felt in patience and contentment 
for excelled the pleasure of decent food and costly clothes. 


But the most painful and discouraging arrow was the 
one shot by the friends and not by the foes. It happened twice 
that some hasty and rash young men criticized the action 
taken by him as a matter of sheer expediency and 
farsightedness.. But he did not lose heart. It has been 
mentioned in Bukhari that one or two of Ansar criticized the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) as 
they considered that he had shown partiality in the division of 
the booty, larger portion of which fell to the newly converted 
Makkan. When this news reached the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) he said: Mercy of Allah be 
upon Musa. He was persecuted more (by his friends) but he 
showed patience. 


Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) Character 


And Io! thou art of a tremendous nature. This aspect of 
the life of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) is undoubtedly more prominent than all other 
Prophets and reformers of the world Leaving aside the 
historical evidence, we would like to put a simple question. 
Has any one of these preachers -and reformers -made a 
practical demonstration of the moral precepts they used to 
preach to serve as a model for the humanity? The answer to 
this question would be in the negative. Of all these preachers 
and reformers Budh and Christ top the list. The preacher of 
mercy of Kuh-i-Zaitiin (Christ) preached morals to the world; 
but even a single event of his life is not available in support of 
his golden mottoes or sayings. The unletlenad prescher of 
Makka used to bic 


Why say ye that which ye do not? 
| : (61:2) 


He was a model of his own teachings. What he said 
before the general public, he acted upon. He was the true 
embodiment of virtues and moral conduet and behavior which 
he preached. No one can be aware of the personal character of 
a man more than his wife. Some people asked ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her) to describe his character. She said: 
Do you not read the Qur’an? Verily, the character of Allah’s 
Messenger (peace any re of Allah be upon ye is the 
‘Qur’an. s ‘ 


The existing books and epistles of preachers contain 
their golden saying; but there is hardly any evidence that 
these principles were ever practised. The Holy Qur’an said 
about the preacher of true religion of Islam in the presence a 
- large number of his enemies: : 


And Lo: thou art of a tremendous nature. Unfair and 
biased critics call him hard-hearted after thirteen hundred 
years; but when all this callousness was happening 
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(innumerable atrocities wete being perpetrated on him) the 
Holy Qur’an said about him in a multitude of his enemies. 


Jt was by the mercy of Allah that thou wast lenient with 
them (O Muhammad) for if thou hadst been stern and fierce of 
heart they would have dispersed from round about thee. 
(3:159) 


The Holy Qur’an has said at another place: There has 
come unto you a Messenger, (one) of yourselves, unto whom 
aught that ye are overburdened is grievous, full of concern for 


you, for the believers full of pity, merciful. 
(9:128) 


One of the greatest erroneous notion about character is 
that only mercy, hospitality and humility represent the moral 
character of a prophet; but the fact is that it is something 
more and it is manifest in every sphere of a Prophet’s life, 
while dealing with a friend or a foe or a relative. or a stranger 
or a poor’ or a rich, at the time of peace or war, amidst 
gathering or in loneliness and in short, at every place and in 
case of every person. In writing about the character of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) we 
must keep this fact in mind. 


A Comprehensive view of the Prophet’s (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) Character 


Before mentioning the brief and detailed incidents 
pertaining to the excellent character of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) I would like to 
write the facts about him as heard from the persons who 
remained with him an: spent many years in his service and 
were thus aware of.evcry aspect of his habits and character. 
No one in the world } 1ows a person better than one’s wife. 
Hadrat Khadija (may Allah be pleased with her) who spent 
twenty five years with him before and after prophethood as 
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wife, consoled him in the following words at the very 
beginning: No, Allah will never bring you any disgrace for you 
are one who unite uterine relations, help the poor and the 
needy, you entertain the guests and help the people when 
they are in trouble on account of their supporting the truth. 


No one has described the qualities of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in more details 
_ than Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
not in the habit of speaking ill of anyone nor did he treat 
anyone harshly. He overlooked and forgave. If he was given 
the choice between two things, he adopted the easier provided 
it was not a sin and refrained from it; he never took revenge 
from anyone for personal enmity; but for disobeying the 
commands of Allah he inflicted punishment in accordance 
with the laws of Allah. He never cursed a Muslim by name. He 
never beat a servant, a maid-servant, a woman or an animal 
with his hand. He never rejected any appeal unless it was 
illegal. He entered his house smiling with a cheerful | 
countenance. He never sat in the company of his friends 
stretching out his legs. He spoke with deliberation and 
emphasis so that no one could forget what he said. 


Hadrat “Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) was brought 
up under the guidance of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and served the Prophet for at 
least twenty-three years since Prophethood. Once Hadrat 
Imam Husain (may Allah be ‘pleased with him) asked him 
about the nature and disposition of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). He replied: He was of 
cheerful countenance, polite, kind and loving.: He was not 
hard-hearted or narrow-minded. He did not become noisy in 
his talk. He never spoke ill. He was not in the habit of finding 
fault or criticizing and was tolerant. If he disliked a thing, he 
overlooked it and neither expressed his approval or 
disapproval but kept quict. Those who were aware of his 
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temperament understood him well. He strictly refrained from 
three things, - discussion,. unnecessary and frivolous talk, 
involvement in a matter with which he had no concern. He 
also refrained from three things in dealing with others: 1. 
speaking ill of any one 2. finding fault with anyone 3. Probing 
into other’s personal matters. He said what was constructive 
and useful. When he talked, the companions listened to him . 
silently with rapt attention bowing their: heads as if birds 
were sitting on their heads. When he finished his speech, the 
people resumed their talk. As long as a person continued his 
talk, the others listened to him. He (the Holy Prophet) smiled 
at which others smiled and expressed his surprise and wonder, 
along with others. If any stranger talked arrogantly, he 
showed forbearance. He disliked to hear his praise from 
others at his own face; but if any one thanked him for any 
obligations or favour done to him, he was pleased to accept it. 
-Unless the person who had ben talking with him himself kept 
‘quiet, he did not interrupt him in his talk. He ‘was very 
generous, truthful, polite and courteous and of cheerful 
disposition. Anyone who met him was filled with reverence at 
the first sii but ena pineal to understand and love 
pitt, ‘ 


‘Hind bin a Hala aa Allah- be pleased vith him) who 
-had been brought up : by. ‘the Holy: Prophet , (peace ’.and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) since childhood said: He was 
polite and. courteous arid his temperament was not harsh. He 
never insulted anyone. He expressed his gratitude for minor 
_- things. He did not speak ill of anything. He partook of any 
kind of food placed before him and did not find fault with it. 
He never flew into rage over any personal matter nor did he 
take revenge from anyone. 


One of the most important aspect of one’s character is . 
. that one should do an act so constantly that it becomes one’s 
second nature. With the exception of man everything in the 
world is bound by its nature to do the same work. The sun 
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gives light; it cannot spread darkness; similarly, the night 
spreads darkness and not light. Trees blossom and bear fruits 
in their particular season and the flowers bloom only in 
spring. Animals cannot transgress beyond their natural limits; 
but man has been given full liberty and power to act as he 
likes and light and darkness are under his control. The tree of 
his excellence blossoms in every season and the flowers of his 
good morals always bloom. Unlike an animal his action and 
behaviour is not restricted to a particular mode of life. This 
liberty has been granted to man on account of his being more- 
responsible and careful;. but the main point is that when a 
person begins a good act he should do it continuously and 
should not get tired of it despite the -freedom so that the 
people should know that he cannot do otherwise just as light 
cannot be separated from the sun nor fruits from trees and. 
fragrance from flowers, This i is in the true sense constancy of 
actions. ; 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to observe this principle in all his actions. 
Whenever he performed an act, he did it constantly, strictly 
observing the mode and time of its first performance. The 
word Sunnah of the Shari‘ah is based on this principle. The 
Sunnah means that act of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) which he did- constantly and 
did not forsake it without any special reason. Therefore, the 
Sunnahs are undeniable proofs of the. continuity and 
constancy of the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) actions. We have already written about his daily 
routine of life which show: the firmness and stability of his 
character. Even the slightest deviation did not occur in them 
-during his whole life. Once a person asked ‘A’isha (may, Allah 
be pleased with her): How did the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) act? Did he choose a 
particular act for a particular day? She said: No, his act was 
continuous and who amont:st you is me i of naing what he 
did? 
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There is another Hadith: 


Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) did an act, he did it continuously. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ' 
himself said: 


The acts most pleasing to Allah are those which are done 
continuously. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
stood up at night and prayed. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be 
pleased with her) said: The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) did not forsake nafi and Tahajjud 
prayers and other acts of devotion during the night. Of course, 
if he was ill or tired he would observe them sitting. Jarir b. 
‘Abdullah was a companion of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) He said: Whenever I visited 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
he did not see me but with a smile on his face. 


He used to do all his works at the fixed time. He 
observed the times of the prayer, the number of 
supererogatory prayers (nawa/fil), the time for sleeping and 
waking and the times and etiquettes of visiting the people. 
Now all these activities have become the code of life for the 
Muslims. 


Benevolent Treatment 


Hadrat ‘Ali, Hadrat ‘Aisha, Hadrat Anas and Hadrat 
Hind b. Abi Hāla (may Allah be pleased with them) who 
served the Holy Prophet (peace andi blessings of Allah be upon 
him) for years agree that He (the: Holy Prophet) was kind- 
hearted, cheerful and pious. He had a smiling face. He spoke 
with deliberation and dignity. He never offended anyone. It 
was his habit that on secing anyone he himself greeted him 
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first and shook hand with him. If anyone leaned to say 
anything in his ear, he did not turn his face away unless that 
person himself turned away his face. Similarly, when he 
shook his hand with anyone he did not withdraw it unless 
that person himself withdrew his hand. While sitting in a 
company he did not stretch out his legs ahead of his 
companions. When Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) had completed his- dawn prayer, the 
servants of Madina came to him With utensils containing 
water-and asked him to dip his hand into it in order to 
consecrate it and sometimes they came in the cold dawn (and 
he felt reluctant to accede to their request); but he dipped his 
hand in cold water. 


Once he came to visit sa‘d been ‘Ubada (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who sent his son Qais (may Allah be please 
with him) to ride along with him during the journey. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked him to ride on his camel. he hesitated to do so out of 
respect for the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be - 
upon him). He said to him: Either ride or go to your home. He 
went back. 


Once an envoy came from Negus. He got them stayed in 
his house as guests and himself entertained them. The 
companions said: Let us serve them. He replied: These people 
entertained me and my friends, and now I want to entertain 
them myself. 


‘Itban b. Malik, who was one of the companions of the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and who participated in the (Battle of) Badr came to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and said: I have lost my eyes sight and I lead my people in my 
prayer. When there is a downpour I find it impossible to go to 
the mosque. Messenger of Allah, I earnestly beg of you that 
you should come and observe prayer at a place of worship (in 
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my house) so that I should then use it as a place of worship. 
On the following day, when the day dawned the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came 
alongwith Abū. Bakr al-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with him) 
and asked permission (to get into the house). I gave him the 
permission and he did not sit after entering the house, when 
. he said: At what place in your house you desire me to say 
prayer? I said: I pointed to a corner in .the house. The 
messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
stood. (at that place) and pronounced Takbir. We too stood 
behind him, ‘and he said two rak‘ahs prayer. We detained the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) for 
the meat curry we had prepared for him. The people of the 
neighboring houses came and there was a good gathering. 
One of them said: Where is Malik b. Dakhshum? Upon this 
one of them remarked: He is a hypocrite. Thereupon the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: Do not say so about him. Do not you see he recites the 
‘Kalimah. One (among the audience) said: We see his 
inclination and well-wishing for hypocrites only. Upon this the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
again said: verily, Allah has forbidden the fire to one who says: 
There is no god but Allah thereby seeking Allah’s pleasure. 
During the first days of Migration, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and all the Muhajirin 
stayed in the houses of Ansar as guests. Each group consisted 
of ten persons. Miqdad Ibn Al-Aswad reported: I was in the 
group of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). There were a few goats in the house on which the 
family lived. When they were milked every person amongst us 
drank his share. The share of Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was set aside who drank it 
after the prayer. One night the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) came to his drink (milk) 
and uncovered it but he did not find anything. He (the 
Holy Prophet) did not say anything except: May Allah feed 
him who fed me and give drink to him who provided me 
drink. I took hold of the knife and went to the 
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goats to slaughter one but he stopped me from doing so and 
again milked one goat and slept after drinking the milk and. 
‘did not ask any one for it. Abu Shu‘aib was one of Ansars. His 
servant had a shop of meat in the bazaar. Once he came to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who 
was sitting in the company of his friends and effects of hunger 
were visible on his face. Abū Shu‘aib went.and asked his ` 
servant to prepare a meal for five persons. When it was ready 
he requested the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) to come to his house along with his companions. 
There were all five persons. On the way one more person 
joined them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said to Abi Shu‘aib: This person has joined 
without invitation. If you allow, he may come with us 
otherwise, he may be asked to go. Abū Shu‘aib said: Take this 
man also along with you. 


‘Uqba b.‘Amir, a companion reported. Once the Holy - 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was going 
through the pass of a mountain on his camel along with him. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: Come and get on the camel. I thought it improper that I 
should ride and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) should walk on foot. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) again asked ta ride. 
Now to refuse meant disobedience. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) got down and ‘Uqba rode 
on the camel. 


He used to tolerate the conversation of the people in a 
company even if it caused him trouble and he did not express 
his annoyance over it. When Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) married Zainab bint Jahsh, he 
invited people to the wedding feast and they ate food. They 
then sat there and entered into conversation, The verses 
pertaining to seclusion had not been revealed and Zainab bint 
Jahsh was also in that company. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) desired that the people should 
go; but he did not say anything. He (the Holy Prophet) stood 
up and went to ‘A’isha’s (may Allah be pleased with her) 
apartment. When he came back, the people were still sitting 
there. He again went and then again came back. On this 
occasion the verses relating to veil (al-hijab) were revealed. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was returning after the battle of Hunain. The 
Mu’adhdhin called the people to prayer. Abū Mahdhira who 
had not yet embraced Islam, was strolling with some of his 
friends. Hearing the voice of Adhan he began to cry loudly 
imitating the Adhan in order to make fun. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) heard his voice. He 
got him seated near him and passed his hand gently over his 
head to show affection, and blessed him. Then he taught him 
Adhan and said: Go and call the Adhan in Haram in this 
manner. 


A companion said: I used to go to the date-palm trees 
and threw clods of earth thereon to get the dates. The people 
brought me to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). He asked why did you throw clods of earth on 
the trees. I replied: In order to get dates. He said: Eat up the 
dates lying on the ground and do not throw clods. Then he 
passed his hand gently over my head and prayed for me. 


‘Ubad bin Shurahbil belonged to Madina. Once when the 
city was in the grip of famine and he was feeling hungry he 
went to a garden and ate some fruits. He kept the rest of the 
fruits under his garment. When the owner of the garden came 
to know about it, he gave him a beating and took off his 
clothes. He (the owner) came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) to complain against the 
accused whom he took along with him. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to him: This 
person is illiterate; he needs education. He is” “hungry; he 
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needs to be fed. Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) asked him to return his clothes and 
himself gave ‘Ubad eight sa‘a of wheat. 


Among the Jews when women menstruated they did 
not dine with them; nor did they live with them in their 
houses. So the Ansar of Madina asked the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) about it and Allah, 
the Exalted revealed: And they ask you about menstruation; 
say it is a pollution, so keep away from woman during 
menstruation to the end (2 : 222). The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Nothing is 
forbidden except sexual intercourse. The Jews heard of that 
and said: This man does not want to let anything do 
without opposing us in it. The companions came and said: 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), when the Jews say such and such thing, then why may 
we not have sexual intercourse with them (our wives)? The 
face of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) underwent such a change that we thought he was 
angry with them, but when they went out, they received a gift 
of milk from the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and they. knew that he was not angry with 
them. 


If he disliked anything in a person he did not say 
anything to him. Once a person came to him who had applied 
saffron according to the custom of‘ the Arabs. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not 
say anything. When he was gone, he said to the 2 peupie: Ask 
him to wash this colour off. 


Once a person sought permission to come in. He (the 
Holy Prophet) said: Well let him come in. He is not a good 
man of my tribe. But when he came. in, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) talked with him 
very gently. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) 
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felt surprised and said: You do not consider the man good, 
then why did you talk with him politely. He said: The worst of 
person in the sight of Allah is whom the people forsake on 
- account of his foul language. We have already mentioned 
about the extreme enmity of the Jews against Islam. Despite 
this the Holy Prophet (peace_and blessings of Allah be upon 
-him) always treated them. well. and transacted with them. 
Even in extreme anger he used to say" only: rey face be 
’ besmeared with TEE i . 


it Jabir a ‘Abdullah Ansari doped! I ‘ead to. 
borrow from a Jews who lived in Madina. Perchance, my date- 
palm trees did not bear dates (according to estimate) and I 
could not pay off the debt. A full one year passed and when 
the spring came, he demanded money. Even then the trees 
bore a little fruit. I requested him that I should be allowed to 
pay the debt by the next season; but he did not agree. I came 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and related to him the whole story. He himsel? went to 
the Jew along with some of his companions and asked him to 
allow him time. He said: Abū Qasim, I shall not. allow time 
under any circumstances. The Holy Prophet. (peace and 
blessings of ‘Allah be upon him) went to the date-palm trees 
and after making a round came back to the Jew and again 
talked with him but he was adamant. At last the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to ` 
me: Spread a mat on the terrace and he lay there and went to 
sleep. When he woke.up he again asked the Jew to allow time; 
but that hard-hearted Jew .again refused. He (the Holy 
Prophet) stood up in the cluster of trees and asked Jabir to l 
pick the dates. He got so many dates due to the blessings of 
Allah that a number of them were left behind after paying off 
the debt of the Jew. 


The Masjid-i-Nabvi was not very spacious. After 
accommodating the men who came earlier, no place was left 
If any one happened to come late, he (the Holy Prophet) 
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spread out his mantle for him. Once he was in Ja‘rana and 
was distributing meat among the people with his own hands. 
In the meanwhile, a woman came and reached him. When the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) saw 
her, he treated her with great respect and honour and spread 
his mantle for her. The narrator of the Hadith said: When I 
asked the Holy Prophct (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) who she was? He said: She was my foster-mother. 


Once when the Iloly Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was sitting, his foster-father came and he 
spread out a corner of his mantle for him. Then came his 
foster-mother and he spread the other corner. Last of all came 
his foster-brother and he stood up and got him seated in front 
of him. 


Hadrat Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) was 
a famous companion. The ‘Holy Prophet (peace and blessings - 
of Allah be upon him) sent for him. He was not in the house. 
‘After sometimes he came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) who stood up when he saw 
hjm and embraced him.. When Hadrat Ja‘far came back from 
Abyssinia’ he embraced him and kissed him on: his forehead. 
He said as-Salam- u-‘Alaikum first at, the time of meeting 
anyone. He greeted saying. as-Salam-u-‘Alaikum to men, 
women and children who happened to meet him on the way. 
Once he was going and he saw the Muslims, hypocrites and 
infidels sitting together. He offered greetings to all of them by 
~ saying as-Salam-u-‘Alaikum. If he disliked any act of a person, 
he did not mention the name of that person in a company; but’ 
gave a general reference that people say such and such thing 
or people do such and such act. Some people do this so that 
the particular person may not be disgraced or lose his self-. 
respect. 
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Fair Dealings 


Although he often remained under debt due to his 
utmost generosity so much so that he had pawned his armour 
to a Jew till his death yet his dealings remained always fair. 
The Jews of Madina were rich and he usually borrowed from 
them. They were usually ill-tempered and rude, but he 
tolerated their harshness and misbehaviour. 


The people with whom he had business relations before 
Prophethood always appreciated his honesty and integrity. He 
was, therefore, known as Amin (trustworthy) among the Arab | 
society. Although the Quraish became his sworn enemies still 
the safest place for keeping their valuable things was his 
house. There was a trader namely sa’ib in Arabia. He 
embraced Islam and came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). The people introduced him to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
with words full of praise. He said: I know him better than you. 
Sa’ib said: May my father & mother be sacrificed. You were 
my share-holder but you always had fair dealings with me. 


Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) borrowed some dates from a person. After a few 
days he demanded them. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) ordered an Ansar to pay off 
. the debt. He returned the dates but they were not of the 
same qualify as were given by that person and he refused to 
take them. The Ansar said: Is it that you are refusing the 
dates given by Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him)? He said: Yes, if Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) does not do justice who else 
would do so? When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) heard this sentence, his eyes became wet 
with tears and he said. It is absolutely true. Once a bedouin 
came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him). He (the Holy Prophet) owed him some debt. The 
bedouin are generally savage and rude. 

He began to talk harshly with the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). The companions rebuked 
him for his arrogant behaviour and said: Do you know with 
whom are you talking? He replied: I am demanding my right 
only. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said: You aught to support him as it is his right (the 
lender has the right to speak). Then he ordered the 
companions to pay his debt and pay him more than due. 


Hadrat Jabir b. ‘Abdullah went on an expedition along 
with Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). The camel had grown tired and it did not walk (trot). 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
bought this camel from him, but handed over the price as well 
the camel to him. 


This incident has been narrated thus in another hadith: 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked him (Jabir b. ‘Abdullah) if he had a stick. He drove the 
camel with it and it moved ahead of other camels. Then the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
bought that camel from him on the condition that he may use 
it as a ride (for going back) to Madina. When they reached 
Madina, Hadrat Jabir b. ‘Abdullah demanded the price. 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said to Bilal to give him four dinars and some extra payment. 
Hadrat Bilal gave him four dinars with an addition of a qirat 
of gold. If any dead body was brought for funeral prayer he 
used to enquire whcther the deceased owed anything to 
anyone. In case he was informed that he was under debt, he 
asked one of his companions to offer his funeral prayer and he 
did not participate in the funeral prayer. 
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Once he took a camel on loan from a person. He returned 
a better camel in place of it and said: The best amongst you 
are those who are best in paying off the debt. 
\ 3 
Once he borrowed a bowl. By chance, it was lost and he 
paid a compensation for it. 


He used to say that he never kept even a dinar with him for 
more than three days except that which he kept for paying off 
the debt. 


Once a bedouin was selling the meat of a camel. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
an idea that there were dry dates in the house and bought 
meat for one wasq of dry dates. When he went to his house, 
he did not find any dry dates. He came to the meat-seller and 
told him that he had bought, meat for dry dates; but had found ` 
none in the house. The meat-seller made much hue and cry 
saying, Oh, what a dishonesty! The people said to him: How — 
can Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) commit dishonesty? The. Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Leave him, he has the 
right to speak. Then he (the Holy Prophet) turned to the 
meat-seller and said the same words. The meat-seller again 
repeated the ‘same remarks. The people stopped him;-but he 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Let him say as he has got the right to say and he repeated 
these words again and again. Then he sent him to a woman of 
Ansar to receive the dry dates as the price of his meat. When 
the meat-seller came back, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was sitting in the company of 
his companions. He was greatly impressed by his forbearance 
and fairness of dealings. He met him and said: May. Allah 
reward you well; you have paid better and full. Once a caravan 
encamped outside Madina. They had a red camel. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) happened 
to pass by them. He asked the price of the camel and they told 
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him the price. He did not bargain with them and accepted the 
price offered by them. He took hold of the rein of the camel 
and set out to Madina. Later on, it occurred to the people as to 
why did they hand over the camel to him without being aware 
of his whereabouts and the whole caravan repented this act of 
theirs. A woman who was also travelling with the caravan said 
to them: Dcn’t you worry, I have never scen a face so fair and 
bright mea ing thereby that this person would never deceive. 
When it wes dark (the Holy Prophet) sent them food, and 
dates equal .o the price of the camel. On the eve of the battle 
of Hunain, tae Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was in need of some arms. Safwan had not yet 
embraced Is] am. He had many armours and the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) demanded a few of 
them. He said: Do you want to usurp some of them. He said: 
No, I want to borrow. If any of them was lost, I would pay 
compensation. So he lent him forty armours. On return from 
the battle of Hunain when the arms and other equipments of 
war were counted, some of the armours were found to be 
missing The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said to Safwan. Some of your armours are missing. 
You may take the price thercof. Safwan replied: O Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) my heart 
has since changed, that is, I have become a Muslim. Now I 
need no payment. 


Justice and Equity 


It is easy to do justice for a man leading a secluded life 
but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had to deal with hundreds of tribes who were at daggers 
drawn with one another. If the decision went in one’s favour, 
the other became hostile. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) always tried to unite the 
hearts and improve the relationships between various tribes 
for the sake of Islam. Despite all these obstacles, he always 
did justice and was never partial in deciding the cases. After 
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the conquest of Makka, the whole of Arabia showed its 
allegiance to Islam except Ta’if. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) besieged the people of Ta’if; 
but he could not gain victory over them and had to raise the 
siege. Sakhr, a chief came to know about it and he himself laid 
the siege and compelled the citizens to reconcile and informed 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
about it. Mughira b. Sh‘uba Thaqifi came to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: Sakhr 
had taken my aunt as captive. He (the Holy Prophet) sent for 
Sakhr and asked him to send Mughira’s aunt back to her 
house. Then Bani Sulaim came. He said: Sakhr had taken 
possession of our spring when we were infidels. Now we are 
Muslims. Ask Sakhr to give our spring. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent for him and 
said: When a people embrace Islam, they become the owner of 
their lives and property. So give their spring back to them. 
Sakhr had to concede. As Sakhr was obeying both these 
orders of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) his face underwent a change to think that Sakhr 
had to suffer defeat in both the affairs and he got no reward - 
for the victory of Ta’if. — 


Once a woman from the tribe of Makhzum committed a 
theft. The Quraish were concerned about that woman due to 
the respect of the tribe to which she belonged and wanted 
that she should escape punishment. Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) loved Usama b. Zaid 
dearly. They requested him to intercede on her behalf. He 
spoke to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). The colour of the face of Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) changed and he said: This 
(injustice) destroyed Bani Isra’il before you that when any 
weak one committed theft they inflicted the prescribed 
punishment and if any one of (high) rank committed theft 


among them, they spared him. 
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f When there was peace with the Jews of Khaibar and the 

land was distributed among the Mujāhidin, ‘Abdullah bin 
Sahl went there for division of dates. Muhayyisa, his cousin 
was also wih him. As ‘Abdullah passed through a street, 
somebody killed him and threw his dead body in a ditch. 
Muhayyisa ‘old the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) about the matter (murder of his cousin). 
Thereupon he said to them: Are you prepared to take oaths 
that the Jews have killed him. They said: We have not 
witnessed this matter ourselves. How can we then take oath? 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: They ae non-Muslims. They will exonerate themselves 
by taking huidred oaths. Although this place was inhabited 
by the Jews only and it was certain that ‘Abdullah bin Sahl 
had been killed by them; but in the absence of an eye-witness, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
himself paid the blood-wit and sent to them one hundred 
camels from bait-ul-mal. 

Tariq b. Muharibi has reported; In the earlier days of 
Islam in Arabia some of our men set out from Rabadha for 
Madina. We halted at a place near the city. A woman was also 
. along with us. When we were sitting a person who was 
wearing white clothes came and greeted us. We responded to - 
his greeting. We had a red camel. He asked the price of the 
camel. We told him the number of dates (as the price of the 
camel). He did not bargain with us and accepted the price 
offered by us and went to the city holding the reins of the 
camel. When he was out of sight, it occurred to us that we had 
not received the price and we do not know him. So we began 
to find fault with each other. Thereupon the pardah- 
observing woman said: Don’t be anxious; I have never seen 
the face of a person so bright like the full moon (such a person 
will never deceive). When it was night, a person came and 
said: Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
` him) has sent meal and dates for you. Next morning we 
reached Madina. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) was delivering a sermon in the mosque. 
Seeing us there an Ansar said: O Allah’s Messenger! These 
people who belong to the tribe of Tha‘laba and are their 
inheritors, had killed a person of our tribe. Let a person of 
their tribe be killed in revenge thereof. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: The revenge 
of the father (for killing a person) cannot be taken from his 
son. 


Abū Hadrad Aslami (may Allah be pleased with him) was 
a companion. He was in debt to a Jew. He had nothing save 
the clothes he was wearing. It was the time when the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
intending to send an expedition to Khaibar. Abu Hadrad asked 
the Jew to give him time (to pay off the debt); but he did not 
agree and brought him to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). He (the Holy Prophet) asked 
him to pay off the debt; but he begged to be excused. He (the 
Holy Prophet) again asked him to pay the debt; but he again 
apologized and said: Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) the battle of Khaibar is near at hand. 
Perchance, he may get something on return from the battle 
and | will be in a position to pay him back. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) again repeated the 
same command: Pay him at once. Then he gave his lower 
garment to the Jew to return the debt and untied his turban 
and wrapped up his waist with it. 


As a result of this just and equitable treatment, not’only 
the Muslims but the Jews who were his sworn enemies 
brought their cases of disputes to him for decision and the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
decided them according to their laws. The Holy Qur’an 
mentions this incident clearly. Before the advent of Islam, the 
Jews of Bani Nadir and Banu Quraiza had prescribed: 
different and strange laws for inflicting punishments on these 
tribes according to thcir social status and honour. If any 
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Quraizi killed any person of Bani Nadir the former was 
ordered death punishment in Qisas (retribution) but if any 
Quraizi was happened to be killed by a Nadiri he had to pay 
Qisäs equivalent to the dates which a hundred camels could 
carry. When this case was brought to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) he decided according to 
the Torah and prescribed equal Qisas for both the tribes. 


The most critical situation in giving a just decision arises 
when the judge is himself involved in the case. Once the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
distributing the booty and there was a multitude of men 
around him when a person came and fell on him. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had a 
stick in his hand. He pushed him with the end of this stick. ` 
Perchance, it struck his mouth and he received an injury. He 
(the Holy Prophet) said: You may take revenge from me. He 
said: O Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him), I have forgiven you. When he was at the point of 
death, he said to the people: If I owe anything to anyone or I 
have harmed the life, property or honour of anyone he may 
take revenge in this world from me in so for as my life, 
property or honour is concerned. Only one person claimed a 
few dirhams which were paid to him. 


Hospitality and Generosity 


He was a generous person by his very nature. Ibn ‘Abbas 
(may Allah be pleased with him) reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the 
most generous of people in charity, but he was generous to 
the utmost in the month of Ramadan. It never happened that 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was asked for anything and he said: No. 


Once a person came to him and he saw a large flock of 
_ sheep and goats. He requested him to give him the flock and 
he gave that to him. He came to his tribe and said: O People! 
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Embrace Islam. By Allah, Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) donates much as if he does not fear want. 
Once a person asked something. He said: I have nothing to 
give now. Come along with me and ‘Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with him) was also with him. He said: When you do 
not have anything, what is your responsibility to give? Another 
person who was also present there said: O Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) go on giving and do 
not fear as Allah will fulfil your wants. Ile (the Holy Prophet) 
smiled cheerfully. 


- His generosity knew no bound. Whenever any person 
came to him and he had some wealth, he gave him out of it. 
Otherwise, he made promise.. This habit had made the public 
so bold that once a bedouin came exactly at the time of prayer 
and caught hold of his shirt and said: I need some ordinary 
thing. I fear lest I should forget it, so please arrange it. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went 
with him and said his prayer after fulfilling his want. 


Sometimes he bought a thing from a person and after 
paying its price, presented that thing to him. Once he bought _ 
a camel from Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
-and then gave it to ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased 
with him) there -aand then. A similar incident has been 
mentioned about Hadrat Jabir (may Allah be pleased with 
him). 


He did not take even an ordinary food or drink without 
sharing it with his companions. In a battle one hundred and 
thirty companions accompanied him. He brought a goat and 
got it sacrificed and ordered to roast its liver. When it was 
ready, he got it distributed among all the companions and he 
kept the share of even those who were not present there. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did 
not take rest and remained perturbed unless and until he 
distributed the things which came in his possession. Umm-i- 
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Salama, the mother of the faithful reported: Once the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah. be upon him) entered 
the house and his face had undergone a change. I enquired: O 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)! 
Are you feeling well? He said: The two dinars which I received 
yesterday are lying on my bed as it was evening (and I could 
not distribute them). Abū Dharr reported: I walked with the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
in the afternoon and we were looking at the Uhud. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: Abu Dharr! I said: Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), I am here at thy beck and 
call. He said: What I desire is that Uhud be gold with me and 
three nights should pass and there is not left with me any 
dinar but one coin which I would keep to pay debit. 


If anything was in the house in the form of cash or coins, 
he did not go to his house for rest unless it was given his 
charity. Once the. chief of Fadak loaded corn on four camels 
and sent to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) Hadrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) sold the corn in the bazaar and paid off the loan which 
was due to be paid to the Jew. Then he informed the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He 
enquired: Has anything been left behind? Bilal replied: Yes. 
Some of them. He said: Unless they are disposed of I shall not 
go to my house. Hadrat Bilal said: What can I do? None is 
there who need them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) spent the night in the mosque. On the 
next day Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) came and said: 
O Messenger of Allah! Allah has relieved you (of your 
responsibility), that is, all that was left has also been 
distributed. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) thanked Allah and went to his house. 


Similarly, on one occasion he went back to his house 
immediately after the ‘Asr prayer as against his routine and 
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then came ‘out at once. The people were surprised. He (the 
Holy Prophet) said: It occurred to me in the prayer that I 
have left some gold in my house and I was afraid lest it should 
remain (undistributed) in the house, so I went to my house to 
ask them to give the same to the needy. After distributing the 
spoils of the battle of Hunain, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was returning when the news 
reached the bedouins that he (the Holy Prophet) was going to 
pass by that way. They rushed to him from the neighboring 
places to request him to donate them out of the booty. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stood © 
up behind a tree to avoid the multitude; but the bedouins 
caught hold of his mantle and as a result of the struggle his 
mantle fell from his sacred body into their hands. He said: 
Give my mantle back. I swear by Allah, if I had camels equal 
_ to the number of leaves on the trees of the jungle, I would 
have given to you all and you would never find me avaricious, 
or a liar or a cowardly person. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had proclaimed that if any person in debt died he should 
be informed about him and he would pay the debt of that 
person and in case he leaves any inheritance that would go to 
his legal heirs and he (the Holy Prophet) had no concern with 
it. Once he was sitting in a mecting of his companions; a 
bedouin came and said pulling the end of his mantle: 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), these 
things neither belong to you nor to your father. Give me (of 
these things) equal to the load of a camel. He got his camel 
_ loaded with barley and dates. 


Once kharāj (tribute) was received from Bahrain; such a 
large amount was not received even in Dar-ul-Islam. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
ordered to place this suin in the mosque, When he entered 
the mosque, he did not even cast a glance at it. After the 
prayer he began its distribution. Ile gave to him whosoever 
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came before him. He gave to Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who had become poor after the battle of 
Badr so much that he could hardly lift. Similarly, he 
continued to donate to other people till he was empty-handed 
and he stood up shaking-off his clothes. 


It is a law in Islam that if any free slave dies, his 
inheritance goes to his master. Once such a servant of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) died. 
The people carried his inheritance to-him, He enquired: Does 
any native of him live there? They said; Yes. Thereupon he 
said: Hand over all these things to him. 


Once day some Ansaris demanded something from him. 
He gave them. Then they again demanded and he again gave 
them. Then as long as he had things in his possession he gave 
them till he had nothing to give; but despite this they came 
and demanded, whereupon he said: Whatever comes in my 
possession, I shall not keep it with me 


Sacrifice and Devotion 


The most prominent feature of his character was 
sacrifice for others. He had an intense love for his children 
and he loved Hadrat Fatimah Zahra (may Allah be pleased 
with her) so dearly that when she came, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stood up out of love 
for her and kissed her forehead and vacated his seat for her. ` 
But she was passing her time in the house in extreme 
poverty. She had no maid-servant. She worked the hand-mill, 
filled the leather water-bag herself and brought it to her 
house. The palms of her hands had sores on account of 
working the hand-mill and the water-skin had made marks on 
her body. Once she came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) but she hesitated to demand 
anything due to utmost regard for him but ‘Amir (may Allah 
be pleased with him) spoke on her behalf and requested him 
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to spare one of the maid-servants who had come as a result of 
the battle. He said: Arrangement is still to be made for the 
people of Suffa. Unless that is done, I can not give my 
attention to any one else. According to a Tradition, the 
daughters of Hadrat Zubair and Hadrat Zahra (may Allah be 
pleased with them) came to the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and after speaking about 
their poverty and straintened circumstances, requested to 
give them one or two maid-servants out of the maid-servants 
which had come as a result of the battle. He said: The orphans 
of the battle of Badr have already made a request before you. 
Once Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) requested 
for something. He said: It is not possible to concede your 
request and leave the people’ of Suffa in this’ miserable 
condition so that they should suffer the pangs of hunger. 


Once a woman presented a mantle to him. As he was in 
need of it, he accepted it from her. In the meanwhile a person 
came and said: What a nice mantle? He took it off and handed 
over the same to him. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 

` blessings of Allah be upon him) went away, the people 
condemned him saying: The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) necded that mantle. You also , 
know that if anyone demands anything from him he never 
rejects his demand. He said: Yes, I know; but I have asked for 
this mantle merely for the sake of blessing. 


It is evident from the incidents which we have 
mentioned under the heading piety and contentment that he 
was spending his life in extreme poverty and hardship. After 
the 3rd Hijra, the boundaries of the Muslim empire extended 
as a result of the victories and gardens were the best property 
in Arabia. One the Jews of Banu Nadir bequcatted his seven 
gardens, Mushaib, Saniqa Dalal, ~ Husaini, Barqa, A‘waf; 
Mashraba. Umm Ibrahim in the 3rd hijra to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who gave all of 
them in charity (they were dedicated to the cause of Islam). 
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The produce of these gardens was distributed among the poor 
and the needy. At the marriage of a companion, there was no 
provision in the house for arranging the marriage feast. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked him to go to ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) and 
request her to give a basket of flour. He went there and 
brought a basket despite ‘the fact, that save this provision 
there was nothing in the Prophet’s house to eat in the 
evening meal. Once a Gifari came as a guest. There was only 
the milk of the goat for the supper. He gave that milk to him 
and the family did not eat anything during the whole night. 
The same was their position during the previous night. 


Hospitality 


The people from far and near and from various provinces 
of Arabia came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in large number. 


Remala was a Sahabia. Her house was a house of feasts. 
The guests stayed there. Umm-i-Sharik was a rich and 
generous women of Ansar. Her house was also a guest house. 
Only distinguished guests stayed in Masjid-i-Nabvi. So the 
envoy from Thaqif had stayed there. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself entertained the 
guests and served them food and drink and no one returned 
without eating and drinking. 


He treated the Muslims and the non-Muslims generously 
and made no distinction between them. The polytheists and 
the infidels came to him and he entertained them alike. When 
the envoy of the inhabitants of Abyssinia came to him, he 
asked them to stay with him as guests and he himself served 
them. Once an unbcliever stayed as guest with him. He gave 
him the milk of a guat and he drank the whole milk. He sent 
for the second goat; but he drank its milk also. Thus he drank 
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the milk of seven goats; but still he was not satiated and the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went 
on giving him milk. Sometimes it happened that guests came 
in the house and ate every eatable thing and the family had to 
go without food. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) stood up in the night and looked to their 
needs. 


`The most destitute people among the companions were 
Ashab-i-Suffa. They generally stayed as guests with the 
Muslims; but they had the honour to be the guests of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
frequently. Once he (the Holy Prophet) said: Whosoever 
amongst you has food for two persons should take three 
guests with him; he who has the food for three persons should 
take four (guests with him) and he who has the food for four 
persons should take five or six (guests with him). Abu Bakr _ 
(may Allah be pleased with him) brought three persons and 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) brought ten persons (as guests to their respective 
houses). Hadrat Abū Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him) 
who was one among Ashabi-i-Suffa describes the tale of his 
poverty in a pathetic way. He said: Once he was constrained to 
sit on the thoroughfare due to extreme hunger. Abu Bakr 
(may Allah be pleased with him) passed by that way and I — 
asked him about a verse of the Holy Qur’an to draw his 
attention to him; but he did not take any notice and passed 
on. ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) also did not pay 
any heed and the result was the same. Then the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) happened to pass 
that way. He smiled when he looked at me and asked me to 
come along with him to his house. When he entered he saw a 
bowl of milk. He asked about it and he was told that someone 
had sent it as a gift. He asked me to call the people of Suffa. I 
called them. He handed over the bowl of milk to me and asked 
me to distribute it among all of them. 
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There was such a heavy bowl in the Prophet’s house 
that four men could carry it. When it was noon, the people of 
Suffa sat round it and when the gathering was large, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had to sit 
in a squatting posture to make a space for others. 


Miqdad reported: I and two of my companions were so 
much afflicted by hunger that we lost our power of seeing. We 
presented ourselves (as guests) to the companions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), but none 
amongst them would entertain us. So we came to Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and he 
took us to his residence and there were three goats, He said: 
Milk them for us. So we milked them and every person 
amongst us drank his share. 


Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) went to ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) 
house and asked for something. to eat. An ordinary meal was 
served before them. He (the Holy Prophet) asked for another 
thing to eat and the curry of dates was served and thereafter 
milk was brought in a big bowl and this was the last item of 
entertainment of guests. . 


Disapproval of Begging 


Although the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was gencrous to the utmost, he condemned 
begging without need and with impudence. He used to say: It 
is better for one among you to bring a load of firewood on 


_ one’s back and save one’s honour than to beg. 


Once an Ansar came to him and begged something. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
questioned: Have you not anything with you? He said: I have 
only a bedding, a part of which I spread under me and with 
the rest I cover myself and a bowl of water. The Holy Prophet 
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(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent fer both and 
said: Who will buy these things? A person set two dirhams as 
the price. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Is there anyone who 
desires to pay more? A person agreed to pay double. He 
handed over both these things to him and gave the dirhams to 
Ansari asking him to buy food with one dirham and send it to 
his house and a rope with the other asking him to cut woods 
from the jungle and sell them. After fifteen days he came to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and there were fifteen dirhams with him. He bought some 
clothes and some corn with it. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Ís it good or that one 
would come on the Day of Resurrection and there would be no 
flesh on one’s face on account of begging. 


Once, some people from the Ansar begged from the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). They again begged him and he again gave them, till 
when what was his in possession was exhausted he said: 
Whatever goods (riches, goods) I have, I will not withhold 
from you. He who refrains from begging, Allah safeguards him 
against want and he who seeks sufficiency, Allah would keep 
him in a state of sufficiency, and he who shows endurance, 
Allah would grant him power to endure, and none is blessed 
with an endowment better and greater than endurance. 


Hakim b. Hizam who had embraced Islam at the 
conquest of Makka reported; I begged the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and he gave me. I 
again begged, he again gave me, I again begged, he again gave 
me, and then said: This wealth is green and sweet; he who 
receives it with a cheerful heart is blessed in it, and he who 
receives it with an avaricious mind would not be blessed in it; 
he being like one who eats without being satisfied and the 
upper hand is better than the lower hand. The result of the 
advice of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) on the mind of Hakim was that as long as he lived 
he never begged even the most ordinary thing from anyone. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was distributing Zakat when two persons came. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
looked at them. They were hale and hearty. He said: If you 
like I can give you out this charity, but thou who are rich and 
stout have no share in it. 


Qabisa b. Mukharigq said: I was under debt and I came to 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and begged him regarding it. He said: Wait till he 
receives sadaqa. He again said: Qabisa, begging is not 
permissible but for one of the three persons. One who has 
incurred debt till he pays that off, after which he must stop it; 
a man whose property has been destroyed by a calamity which 
has smitten him, till he gets what will support life, or will 
provide him reasonable subsistence and a person who has 
been smitten by poverty, the genuineness of which is 
confirmed by three intelligent members of his people, till he 
gets -what will support him, or will give him reasonable 
subsistence. Qabisa, besides these three (every other reason) 
for begging is forbidden, and one who engages in such 
consumes that which is forbidden. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) considered Sadaqa as 
derogatory for him and his family and said that it was not 
permissible for them. He used to say: I go back to my family 
and I find a date lying on my bed. I then take it up to eat, but 
then I throw it fearing that it may be a sadaqa. Once he found 
a date in the strect and said: If it were not out of sadaqa, I 
would have eaten it. Once Hadrat Hasan b. ‘Ali took one of the 
dates of sadaqa and put it in his mouth, whereupon the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Leave it, leave it, throw it; do not you know that we do not eat 
the sadaqa. Whenever the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was presented with food, he 
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asked about it. If he was told that it was a gift he ate out of 
that and if he was told it was a sadaqa he did not eat out of it 
and gave it to others. 


Acceptance of Gift by the Holy Prophet (peace 
and biessings of Allah be upon him) 


Whenever the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was presented a gift, he accepted it, 
considering it as the best way of increasing love and affection. 
He said: Exchange gifts with one another. It will increase 
mutual love. Therefore, the companions often sent something 
to his house specially when he stayed in ‘A’isha’s (may Allah 
be pleased with her) apartment. We have already mentioned 
that whenever anything was presented to him, he asked 
about it. If he was told that it was a gift, he accepted it, 
otherwise, he refrained from it. Once a women presented a 
mantle. He took it. Just at that time a person made a demand 
for it. He gave it to him. 


The kings and rulers of the neighbouring countries also 
sent gifts to him. A chief of Syria gave him a white mule. The 
Aziz of Egypt sent him a mule from Egypt. A ruler sent him 
socks. Once the empcror of Rome sent to him a fur garment 
with silver brocade. He wore it for a short time and then sent 
it to Hadrat Ja‘far (brother of -Hadrat ‘Ali) who put it on and 
came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). He said: I did not send this garment that you 
should wear it. He replied: Then what should I do with it? He 
(the Holy Prophet) said: Send it to your brother Negus. 
Hadrat Ja‘far stayed in Abyssinia for long till the congest of 
Khaibar and taught Islam to Negus. 


Giving of Presents and Gifts. 


He used to compensate for the presents and gifts 
received from the people. It has been reported by ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her): 


` 


Allah be upon him) camel. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar drew its reins; 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) accepted the gift but compensated for it. 


Dhi Yazin, the famous ruler of Yemen who put an end to 
the Abyssinian Government and established Arab 
Government under the control of Iran, sent a costly Hullah to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
which he had bought for thirty three camels. He accepted it 
and then gifted him a Hullah which he bought for more than 
twenty camels. 


Once a person belonging to Bani Fazara tribe sent him a 
camel. When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) gave him a gift in return, he became very angry. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
stood up on the pulpit and addressed the people saying: You 
give me gift and when I compensate for it, according to my 
means, you become angry. In future I shall not accept the gift 
of any tribe except that of Quraish, Ansar, Thagif and Daus. 
He used to send spare food to Hadrat Ayyub Ansari (may 
Allah be pleased with him) with whom he stayed for six 
months. He also used to send gifts to his neighbours. The 
people of Suffa received gifts from him frequently. ~ . 


He did not take an Obligation 


He never took another’s obligation. Who was devoted to 
him more than Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
even then, when he made an offer of his riding camel at the 
time of Migration, he paid for it. Land was required for the 
construction of a mosque in Madina. The owner of the land 
was willing to give this land free of cost, but he purchased it. 
Once ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar and Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with them) accompanied him in a journey. The camel 
of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar was stiff-necked and untamed and it 
went ahead of the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of 
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but it went out of control. Hadrat ‘Umar warned ‘Abdullah 
again and again. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) asked Hadrat ‘Umar to seli this camel to 
him. He said: Take this as gift; but the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: No, take its price. 
Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) again said: 
Have it (as gift). But the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) refused. At last Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with him) agreed to take the price. He purchased it 
and gave it to ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar saying: Now it is yours. 
Avoidance of Rigour z 

Hadrat Mu‘adh b. Jabal (who was one among the great 
companions) led the prayer in the mosque and recited long 
and lengthy. surahs in the morning prayer. Abū Mas‘ud al- 
Ansari reported: A person came to the Messencer of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: I keep 
away from the morning prayer on account of such and such (a 
man) because he keeps us so long. I never saw Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) more 
angry when giving an exhortation than he was that day. He 
said: O people some of you are scaring people away, 80 
whosoever of you leads the people in prayer, he must be brief, 
for behind are the weak, the aged, the infirm, and the people 
who have urgent business to attend. 


In the matter of Hadd and Qaisas, he took utmost care in 
prescribing punishment .and as for as possible he showed 
forbearance. Ma‘iz Aslami, a person committed adultery. He 
came to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) while he was in the mosque. He called him saying: 
AHah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
I have committed adultery. He (the Holy Prophet) turned 
away his face until he did that four times, and as he testified 
four times against his own-sclf, Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) called him and said: Are you 
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mad? He said: No. He again said: Are you married? He said: 
Yes. He said: Perhaps (you kissed or embraced her)? He said: 
No, I have committed an intercourse. Thereupon Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Take him and stone him. 


Once a person came to Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: I have committed a 
sin, inflict punishment upon me. He did not speak and it was 
the time for prayer. After the prayer that person again said 
the same words. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Have you not 
said you prayer? He said: Yes. Thereupon the (the Holy 
Prophet) said: Allah has forgiven your sin. 


There came to him (the Holy Prophet) a woman from 
the Ghamid and said: Allah’s Méssenger, I have committed 
adultery, so purify me. He (the Holy Prophet) turned her 
away. On the following day she said: Allah’s Messenger, why 
do you turn me away? Perhaps you turn me away as you 
turned awdy Ma‘iz. By Allah, I have become pregnant. He 
said: Well, if you insist upon it, then go away until you give 
birth to (the child). When she was delivered, she came with 
the child in a rag and said: Here is the child I have given birth 
to. He said: Go away and suckle him until you -wean him. 
When she had weaned him she again came to him. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) then 
pronounced the punishment and commanded the people to 
stone and they stoned her. Khalid b. Walid came forward with 
a stone which he flung at her head and there spurted blood on 
the face of Khalid and so he abused her. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) heard his curse 
that he had hurdled upon her. Thereupon he said: Khalid be 
gentle. By Him, in whose Hand is my life, she has made such a 
repentance that even if a wrongful tax-collector were to 
repent he would have been forgiven. 


Once a companion swore that he would not go to his wife 
till Ramadan; but he had sexual intercourse with her before 
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this time. When people came to know about it he said: Take 
me to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). They refused. He himself came to the Holy Prophet: 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and told him about 
what had happened. He expressed his surprise. over it aad 
then ordered to free a slave. 


_ He made an excuse on account of his poverty. Thereupon 
he (the Holy Prophet) asked him to keep fasts for two 
consecutive months. As this act was done by him due to 
Ramadan, he ordained him to give sadaqa to sixty poor and f 
destitute persons. He said: We are ourselves hungry. We have 
nothing with us.‘ He said: Then go to the collector of sadaqa. 
He will give you one wasq of dates with which you should feed 
sixty needy and destitute persons. As for the remaining dates, 
you are permitted to spend on your family. When he returned, 
he said to his people: You are rigorous and ill-planned but I 
found good judgement and facility with the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). ne: 
Once a person came to the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: I am undone, 
whereupon he said: How. is it? He (the person) said: I had 
intercourse with my wife during the day in Ramadan. Upon 
this the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
` him) said: Can you find a slave to set him free? He (the 
person) said: No. He (the Holy Prophet) again said: Can you 
observe fasts for two consecutive months. He said: No. He (the 
Holy Prophet) said: Can you provide food to sixty poor people? 
He said: No. He then sat down. In the meanwhile, there were 
brought to him (to the Holy Prophet) two baskets containing 
dates, whereupon the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) told him to give these dates in charity. 
He (the person) said: Am I to give to one who is poorer than 
me? There is no family poorer than me in Madina. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
laughed and said. Go! give it to your family to eat. - 
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Monasticism and Self-Mortification 


Some of the Companions were inclined towards 
monasticism under the influence of the Christian monks or by 
their natural trend. The Holly Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) dissuaded them from this practice. Some ` 
of the companions could not afford marriage due to their poor 
circumstances and could not also control their sexual urge, so 
they got themselves castrated. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) became very angry. Qadama b. 
Muz‘in, another companion of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) came. He said: One of us has 
decided to abstain from sexual indulgence; the other has 
decided not to marry. He said:.I have not forsaken anyone of 
them. When they were convinced that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would not concede, 
they gave up their decisions. The prctice of keeping fast 
without interruption was in vogue. The companions also 
decided to follow this practice; but the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade them strictly. 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr strictly observed the rules 
pertaining to piety. He decided to stand up for (prayer) 
throughout the night and observe fast every day so long as he 
lived. Thereupon the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 


- of Allah be upon him) said: Is it you who said this? He said: It 


is I who said that. He (the Holy Prophet) said: There is a right 
of your eyes (upon you) and a right of yourself (upon you) and 
a right of your family (upon you). During every month, fasting 
for three days is sufficient. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr said: I am 
capable of doing more than this. He said: On every third day. 
He said: I have the strength to do more than that. the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Fast 
one day and break on the other day. That is known as the. 
fasting of Dawid (David) and is the best fasting. He said: I am 
capable of doing more than this. Thereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: There is 
nothing better than that I have said. 


262 


the conquest of Makka, the whole of Arabia showed its 
allegiance to Islam except Ta’if. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) besieged the people of Ta’if, 
but he could not gain victory over them and had to raise the 
siege. Sakhr, a chief came to know about it and he himself laid 
the siege and compelled the citizens to reconcile and informed 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
about it. Mughira b. Sh‘uba Thagqifi came to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: Sakhr 
had taken my aunt as captive. Ile (the Holy Prophet) sent for 
Sakhr and asked him to send Mughira’s aunt back to her 
house. Then Banu Sulaim came. He said: Sakhr had taken 
possession of our spring when we were infidels. Now we are 
Muslims. Ask Sakhr to give our spring. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent for him and 
said: When a people embrace Islam, they become the owner of 
their lives and property. So give their spring back to them. 
Sakhr had to concede. As Sakhr was obeying both these 
orders of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) his face underwent a change to think that Sakhr 
had to suffer defeat in both the affairs and he got no reward - 
for the victory of Ta’if. 


Once a woman from the tribe of Makhzūm committed a > 
theft. The Quraish were concerned about that woman due to 
the respect of the tribe to which she belonged and wanted 
that she should escape punishment. Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) loved Usama b. Zaid 
dearly. They requested him to intercede on her behalf. He 
spoke to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). The colour of the face of Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) changed and he said: This 
(injustice) destroyed Bani Isra’il before you that when any 
weak one committed theft they inflicted the prescribed 
punishment and if any one of (high) rank committed theft 
among them, they spared him. - 
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i When there was peace with the Jews of Khaibar and the 

land was distributed among the Mujahidin, ‘Abdullah bin 
Sahl went there for division of dates. Muhayyisa, his cousin 
was also with him. As ‘Abdullah passed through a street, 
somebody kilied him and threw his dead body in a ditch. 
Muhayyisa :old the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) about the matter (murder of his cousin). 
Thereupon he said to them: Are you prepared to take oaths 
that the Jews have killed him. They said: We have not 
witnessed this matter ourselves. How can we then take oath? 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: They aie non-Muslims. They will exonerate themselves 
by taking huidred oaths. Although this place was inhabited 
by the Jews only and it was certain that ‘Abdullah bin Sahl 
had been killed by them; but in the absence of an eye-witness, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
himself paid the blood-wit and sent to them one hundred 
camels from bait-ul-mal. 

Tariq b. Muharibi has reported; In the earlier days of 
Islam in Arabia some of our men set out from Rabadha for 
Madina. We halted at a place near the city. A woman was also 
, along with us. When we were sitting a person who was 


wearing white clothes came and greeted us. We responded to - 


his greeting. We had a red camel. He asked the price of the 
camel. We told him the number of dates (as the price of the 
camel). He did not bargain with us and accepted the price 
offered by us and went to the city holding the reins of the 
camel. When he was out of sight, it occurred to us that we had 
not received the price and we do not know him. So we began 
to find fault with each other. Thereupon the pardah- 
observing woman said: Don’t be anxious; I have never seen 
the face of a person so bright like the full moon (such a person 
will never deceive). When it was night, a person came and 
said: Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
` him) has sent meal and dates for you. Next morning we 
reached Madina. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
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a ruler. Hadrat Miqdad (may Allah be pleased with him) was 
also present there. He picked up soil from the earth and 
threw it into his mouth and said: Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) have ordered to throw 
dust into the mouths of (undue) praisers. Once he came to the 
mosque. A person was observing prayer in the mosque. He 
said to Muhjin Thagqafi: Who is it? Muhjin told his name and 
praised him much. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Look here (be 
careful that) he may not listen to our talk otherwise he will be 
ruined, that is, he will become proud which will lead to his 
ultimate destruction. 


Once Aswad b. Sari‘ who was a poet came to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: I 
have written some verses in praise of Allah and in your praise. 
He said: Well, Allah loves His praise. Aswad began to recite 
the verses. In the meanwhile a person came and he (the Holy 
Prophet) stopped him. That person had a talk with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and then 
went away. He again came and the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) again stopped Aswad and this 
happened twice or thrice. Aswad said who is this person for 
whose sake you stop me again and again reciting the verses. 
He (the Holy Prophet) said: He it is who does not like non- 
serious talk. 


On this occasion it can occur to one’s mind that the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked 
_Hassan b. Thabit to sit on the pulpit whom he listened to and 
appreciated although the same were in his praise. But the fact 
is that the verses of Hassan were a response to the abuses and 
sacrastic remarks of the unbclievers. The Arab poets had the 
privilege of lowering or enhancing the prestige of any person 
by dint of their verses. Ibn al-Zal‘uzza and Kaʻb tried to harm 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
by their poetry and the eulogics of Hassan were a reaction to 


their couplets. 
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Simplicity and Frankness 


When he went to his house after leaving the company, 
he walked bare-footed and left his shoes there. It indicated 
that he would come back. He did not like combing his hair 
every day. He said: One should comb one’s hair on alternative 
day. 


He did not observe formality in eating, drinking, wearing 
of clothes, sitting and standing. Whichever the food was 
‘available he ate it and he put on all kinds of clothes he got, 
may they be rough or coarse. He sat.on earth or floor or mat 
where he found a place. The chaff of the flour he ate was not 
separated. The button-hole of his shirt often remained open. 
He did not like ostentation in matter of clothes. He, by his 
very nature, hated adornment. In short;, he liked simplicity in 


everything. 
Abstinence from Luxuries 


Islam is opposed to monasticism and hermitage. Due to this 
reason Islam allowed the gratification of all lawful worldly 
desires but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) disliked the luxurious way of living and slan 
forbade others to adopt this life style: 


Once a person invited Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased 
with him) to dinner and he sent the meal to his house. Hadrat 
Fatimah Zahra (may Allah be pleased with her) said: It would 
have been better if the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) would tave come to our house 
to dine with us. Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) 
went and requested the IIoly Prophet ( peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) to come. He came but when he saw the 
curtains hanging on the wall, he retur.aed. Hadrat ‘Ali (may 
Allah be pleased with him) enquired the cause of his return. 
He said: It does not behove a Prophet to enter a decorated 
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house. He used to say: One bed for yourself, one for your wife 
and another for the guest are sufficient, the fourth one is 
the share of a devil. 


Once he was on an expedition and Hadrat ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her) stayed behind in the house. On his 
return, he found that the roof was covered. He tore that 
saying: Allah has not given us wealth to wear the clothes to 
bricks and stones. Once an Ansari built a house whose dome 
was very lofty. When he (the Holy Prophet) saw it, he said: 
Who has constructed it? The people told him the name_ 
thereof. He did not say anything. When the Ansari came to 
him, he turned his face away from him. He (the Ansari) 
greeted him with As-Salam-u-Alaikum. He again turned his 
face away and he did so at his grecting for the third time. He 
understood the cause of his (the Holy Prophet’s) anger. He 
went and razed the clome to the ground. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) one day went to 
the bazar and he did not see there the dome. He was told that 
the Ansari had razed it down. Thereupon he said: Every 
building is a burden unon man except that which is essential. 
Once a person sent to him a cloak of velvet. He wore it but 
then he took it off ancl sent it to Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be 

- pleased with him) who came to him with tears in his eyes and 
said: You give me a thing which you do not like. He (the Holy 
Prophet) said: I have not given you (this cloak) to wear but to 
sell. So when Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
sold it, he got one .housand dirhams as its price. Once a 
person sent to him a pair of striped clothes. He gave it to 
Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allat: be pleased with him). He put it on and 
came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). His face ki:came red with anger and he said: I had 
sent it to be used by women. 


When he bouglt a ring to be used as stamp it was, in the 
first instance, made c f gold; but later on when his companions 
also wore golden rins's following him he (the Holy Prophet), 
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got on the pulpit and took off the ring and threw it away 
saying: In future I shall never wear this ring and the 


- companions also threw them away. He desired that his family 


should also Icad a simple life like himself and refrain from 
formalities and luxuries: Women are allowed to wear 
ornaments of gold; but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was against this that his family should 
wear gold ornaments. , 


Once he saw Hadrat Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with 
her) wearing a gold necklace round her neck, whereupon he 
said: How will you feel when the people will say that the 
Prophet’s daughter is wearing a necklace of fire? 


Once he saw Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with 
her) wearing bangles on her wrists. He said: It will be better if 
you take off these bangles and wear other bangles after 
dyeing them with saffron. 


Once Negus sent some ornaments to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and among them 
there was a ring whercin a jewel of Abyssinian stone was set. 
The Holy Prophet’s face showed signs of annoyance. He did 
not touch the ring with his hand; but touched it with a stick. 


Once a person presented to him a Shaluka of silk. He 
put it on and offered his prayer after which he tore it off with 
utmost distain and said: These clothes do not suit the pious. 


He was in the habit of wearing ordinary clothes due to 
his extreme humility and piety. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with him) desired that he should wear‘ nice and 
expensive clothes befitting his status on Jum‘ah and ‘Ids and 
on the arrival of envoys. Once a silk garment (Hullah Saira) 
was being sold on the way. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with him) availed of the opportunity and said to him: 
O Messenger of Allah! Buy this clothe in order to wear it on 
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Friday and on the arrival of envoys. He replicd: He who has 
aught not in the Hereafter may wear it. He used to wear 
coarse and rough clothes made from the hair of sheep and he 
breathed his last in those clothes. 


His bed consisted of a blanket of a skin stuffed with 
fibers of date-palm or an ordinary cloth got folded. Hadrat 
Hafsa (may Allah be pleased with her) reported: One night I 
spread his bed folding it four times to make it soft. When the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) woke 
up in the morning, he expressed his displeasure over it. 


In the 9th Hijra when the Muslim empire extended from 
Yemen to Syria, there was in the Prophet’s house only a mat 
and a dry leather bag to carry water. Iladrat ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her) reported: At the time of Prophet’s 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) death there was 
nothing to eat in the house except a handful of barley. He 
used to say to his companions: It is sufficient that a man 
should have as much as a traveller keeps with him as 
provision for the journey. Once he was taking rest on a mat 
which made marks:on his body. When the people saw them, 
they said: Should we not bring a cushion for you? He said: 
What concern have I with this world? My concern with this 
world is only to the extent that a traveller takes rest for a 
while under a tree on the way and then forsakes it and 
proceeds on. 


During the course of //a@’ when Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with him) visited Mashraba, the store-room of 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
he came to know about the worldly goods in possession of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He 
drew up his lower garment over him and he had nothing else 
over him and the mat had left it marks on his sides. At the 
end of the mat there was a cushion stuffed with date-palm 
fibers; on the other side a handful of barley were placed in one 
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nook, and semi-tanned leather. bags were hanging on a peg 
- over his head. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
_ was moved to tears. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him) said: What makes you weep? He said: O l 
Messenger“ of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him); Why should not I shed tears? This. mat had left its 
marks`on your body. I do not see in your store-room (except 
these few things). I have seen Ceasar and Chosroes leading 
their lives in plenty whereas you are Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him), His chosen one and that 
is your store! He said: Ibn Khattab, arn't you satisfied that for 
us (there should be the prosperity) of Hereafter and for them 
(there should be the prosperity) of this world? . ° 


Equality 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) made no distinction between the rich and poor, between 
the big and the small, and between the master and the 
servant. Salman, Suhaib and Bilal (may Allah be pleased with | 
‘them) all of them had remained in his service. They had the 
same position in the sight of Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon. him) as was held by the chiefs of 
Quraish. Once Abu Sufyan came to Salman, Suhaib and Bilal 
(may Allah be pleased with them) in a group of persons, They. 
said: By Allah, the sword of Allah did not reach the neck of the 
enemy of Allah as it was required to reach. Thereupon Abii 
Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) said: Do you say this to 
the old man of the Quraish and their chief? Then he came to 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and informed him about this, Thereupon he (the Holy 
Prophet) said: Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) you 
have in fact annoyed your Lord. So Abi Bakr (may Allah be 
pleased with him) came to them and said: O my brothers, I 
have annoyed you.. They said: No, our brother, may Allah 
forgive yoy} 

A woman of the Makhatimi tribe committed theft and 
was brought to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). The Quraish came to Usama b. Zaid, the 
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loved one of Allah’s messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) requesting him to intercede on her behalf. He ` 
spoke about her to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon-hjm)- Thereupon he said: Do you intercede 
regarding one of the punishments prescribed by Allah? He 
then stood up and addressed (the people) saying: Q people, 
those who have gone before you were destroyed, because if 
anyone of high rank committed a crime amongst them, they 
spared him; and if anyone of low rank committed a crime, 
. they inflicted prescribed punishment upon him. By Allah, if 
Fatimsh, daughter of Muhammad, were to steal, I would have 
her hand cut off. 


In the battle of Badr, Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him), the uncle of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was brought as captive along 
with others. The prisoners were released on payment of 
ransom. Some kind-hearted Ansārs in view the fact that 
Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) was the near 
relative of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be. 
upon him), said: O Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), allow us to remit the ransom of our 
nephew (‘Abbas). He (the Holy Prophet) said: No, not even a 
dirham (should be remitted). While in a company he 
distributed the things which were received, from the right 
side without making any distinction between the rich and the 
poor or the old or the young. 


Once he was sitting amongst his companions and Hadrat 
‘Abdulah b. ‘Abbas who was of a very tender age was sitting 
on the right whereas many old companions were sitting on 
the left. In the meanwhile, milk was brought, he drank it and 
said to ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas: If you allow mé I may give this 
milk: to these people. He said: I am not prepared to make 
sacrifice. As Hadrat ‘Abbas was sitting on the right said, he 
had prior right according to the principle, so the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave preference to 
him. Hadrat Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: 
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One day the Holy prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) came to my house and asked for water. I.-gave him 
milk. Once Hadrat Abi Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him ) 
was on the left, Iladrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with 
‘him) was in front and a bedouin was on the right. When the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
drunk the milk, Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with 
him) hinted towards Hadrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased 
with him) that the milk be given to him; but the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) handed 
over the rest of milk to the bedouin saying; It is the right of 
the person on the right side. 


The Quraish uscd to stay in Muzdalifa to maintain their 
prominence and distinction over others; but the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) never liked this 
distinction. He always stayed with the common people before 
and after Prophcthood. He also did not like that some special 
place should be set apart for him and it should be covered for 
shade. Some of. the companions made this proposal but he 
said: He who reaches first that place belongs to him. 


Whenever the companions began any work, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself 
participated in it and worked like an ordinary labourer. When 
he reached Madina, the first thing he ‘did was the construction 
of a mosque. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) himself worked hard in the construction of this 


' mosque and carried the bricks with his hands. The 


Companions said: May our lives be sacrificed upon you, why do 
you take the trouble? But he fulfilled his duty. On the occasion 
of the battle of Ahzab, when the companions were digging out 


.trenches, he also participated in it as an ordinary labourer and 


his sacred body was besmeared with dust and mire. 


During a journey there was no arrangement for meal. All 
the companions joined together to prepare meal. They divided 
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the work amongst them. The responsibility of bringing wood 
from the jungle was taken by the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). The Companions saidi O 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), let your servants perform this duty. He said: Well, you 
are right; but I do not like that I should show my superiority 
over you. Allah does not like that one should consider himslef 
superior to his companions. In the battle of Badr, the 
arrangement for riding animalş was not satisfactory. There 
was one riding animal for three men who rode by turn. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
only one riding animal and like a common man, there were 
two other persons to ride. His devoted companions made an 
offer of their turn saying: O Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him): You may not get down; we 
shall go on foot. He said: you cannot walk more than I can do 
nor am I in less need of reward than you. 


Humility 


He did his household work himself, stitched and patched 
his clothes, swept the floor, milked the goats and sheep etc. 
and bought household articles of use from the bazar. He - 
mended his shoes himself. He did not hesitate to ride on the 
ass nor did he shun to sit in the company of his servants and 
poor and destitute persons and dine with them. One day he 
came out and people stood up as a mark of respect. He said: 
Do not stand up like the ignorant people. He used to go even 
to the extremely poor persons to enquire after their health. 
When he sat in the company of the. poor and the destitute, no 
one could guess that he had any prominent position among 
- them. He sat where he could find a vacant place to sit. 


Once a person visited him. He was so much inspired by 
the fear and awe of his Prophethood that he began to` 
tremble. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) said: Do not be afraid. J am not a king. I am the son 
_ of a woman of Quraish who uscd to cook and eat dry meat. 


He used to dine squatting on the ground due to humility. 
He said: I am a humble servant. On one occasion there was 
little space for sitting and the number of guests was large. He 
sat in a squatting posture to, make some space. A bedouin was 
also participating in that gathering. He said: What is this way 
of sitting? He replied: Allah has made me a humble servant 
and not a haughty and arrogant person. 


Once a person addressed him: O our master, the son of 
our. master, the best of creation and the son of the best of 
creation! He said: O people! Be: ‘pious lest the devil should 
entince you. I am Muhammad, son of ‘Abdullh, -Allah’s 
bondman and His Messenger..I do. not like that you should 
raise me to a position higher than that Allah has. assigned to 
me. Once a person came to, Allah’s Messenger (peace ‘and 
blessings . of Allah be: upon him). ‘and said: O the best of 
creation; thereupon Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: He is Ibrahim (peace be upon him). 


‘Abdullah b. Sakhr reported: When we came to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Alkah be upon him) along with 
the envoy of Bani ‘Amir, we said: You are our lord. He said: It ` 
is Allah Who is your Lord. Then we said: You are the best 
amongst us. Thereupon he said: When you say anything you 
should take care that it may not be the doing of the Satan. 


There was an insane woman in Madina. She came to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
` said: Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) I 
need your help. He said: Well, I am ‘ready to go with you 
where you like. She led him to a street and sat there. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did 

the work she asked him to do. 
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Makhzuma was a Companion. He said to his son, Masur 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has reccived some mantles which he is distributing. Let 
us go there. When they reached there he (the Holy Prophet) 
had gone to the women apartment. Makhzuma said to his son: 
Call him. The latter replied: Am I in a position to call him. 
Makhzuma said to his son: Muhammad (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) is kind-hearted. He, therefore, called 
him at the encouragement of his father. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came out at once 
and gave them a mantle of silk brocade whose knots were 
made of gold tissues. Once an Ansari heard a Jew saying: By 
God, Who made Musa more eminent than all mankind. He 
construed that these remarks were against the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who sent for the 
Ansari and after confirming the fact said: Do not give me 
perference over the Prophets. 


One occasion of display of real pomp and show for a man 

is when he sees a large crowd of men around him ready to 

sacrifice their lives at his beck and call, especially when he 
enters a city after guining victory over it, along with his big 

force in excitement and enthusiasm. But the Holy Prophet 

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) showed utmost 

humility and politeness on such occasion. At the conquest of 

Makka, when he entered the city he lowered his head so 

much in humility to Allah that it touched the saddle (of the 

riding camel). When he entered Khaibar he was riding on an 
ass whose rein was made from the bark of a date-palm trce 
and we have already mentionec the cost of the saddle on 
which he was riding at the Farewell pilgrimage. He did not | 
like flattery and exaggeration. He was very careful in this 
matter as the example of Hadrat ‘Isa (peace be upon him) was 
before him. Ie used to say: Do not transgress beyond the 
limit in my praise as the Christians do when they praise the 
son of Mary. I am a servant of Allah and His Messenger. Qais 
b. Sa‘d reported: Once I went to Hira where I saw that the 


ki oi bbailalh JÅ Be 


295 


people who go to the chief of the city prostrate before him. He 
(Qais) informed the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) about this and said: Why should not. we 
prostrate before you as you deserve it most. Thereupon he 
said: Would you prostrate before my grave if you happen to 
pass by it? He said: It is also not lawful to prostrate before a 
person in his life. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) attended the marriage of Rabi‘ bint Ma‘tiz and sat on the 
mat spread out for the bride. The girls gathered round him 


- and began to hymn an elegy on the beat of drum regarding 


the martyrs of the battle of Hads, In the course of this elegy 
one of them sang: 


Amidst us is a Prophet who kno what is to kanan the 
following day. 


He said: Leave this and sing what were you singing 
before. 


Incidentally there occurred the solar eclipse on the day 
when Ibrahim, the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) son died and the people regarded it as a 
miracle from God that heaven and earth were mourning the 
death of Ibrahim. It was a rare opportunity to impress upon 
the innocent beings his command over the ‘supernatural 
forces of heaven; but Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), the true Prophet, never played with the 
religions susceptibilities of the people He rejected this idea 
outright and told his followers: The sun and the moon are 
signs of the Lord and thcy are not eclipsed because of the 
death or birth of any human being. 


Once the Holy Prophct (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was performing wudu (ablution). No sooner did the 
water of ablution fell from his sacred hands than his devotees 
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filled the water in the palms of their hands and rubbed it on 
their bodies. He said to them: .Why are you doing this? They 
said: In love of Allah and Iis Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). Thereupon he said: Whosoever desires 
to achieve the real- pleasure of his love and devotion with 
Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) aught to be, when he says anything, truthful, and 
when anything is entrusted to him, he must guard it carefully 
and if he is a neighbourer, he should fulfil the duty of a 
neighbourer. l 


Once a person came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
“blessings of Allah be upon him). During conversation he said: 
What ‘Allah wills and what you will.. He said: You have 
associated a partner with Allah, say: What Allah alone wills. 
' The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was very self-respecting and modest. ‘He never abused anyone. 
He passed through the bazaar quietly. He seldom laughed 
loudly. but only smiled. If the conversation ~of a person in 
company annoyed him, he did not ‘say anything out of regard 
for him; but it could be judged from his face that he was angry 
and the companions became careful. A E 


The Arabs were careless in so for as shame and modesty 
were concerned. Taking bath nakedly was a common practice. 
They circumambulated the Ka’ba nakedly. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) hated these things 
intensely by his very nature. Once he said: Avoid Hamaa 
(bathroom). The people said: Dirt is washed off by taking bath 
in Hamam and it cures the disease. Ie said: whenever you 
take a-bath, hang a curtain. There were no JIamams in Arabia 
but there were a large number of.them in the cities of Syria 
and Iraq adjacent to the border of Arabia. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) therefore, said; 
when you would conquer the outside cities you would find 
there Hamams. When you entcr them don’t eine to take 
your chadars with you. 
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Once a few women came to Umm-i-Salama (may Allah be 
pleased with her). She enquired about their country. They 


.said. We belong to Hamas, a city of Syria. Thereupon Umm -i- 


Salama said: Are you not the women who take bath in 
Hamam? They said: Is Hamam a bad thing? .Umm-i Salama 
said: I heard from Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) that Allah exposes (the sins) of a woman 
who takes off her clothes in another's house. According to a 
Tradition in Abū Dawiid, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had strictly forbidden from 
taking bath in a Hamam. Subsequently men were allowed to 
take bath after hanging a curtain but women were not 
allowed. There were no latrines in Arabia and the people went 
out to answer the call of nature; but they sometimes sat 
naked in front of each other and talked on every matter. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave 
them a stern warning that Allah is displeased with this act. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) walked such a long distance to answer the call of nature . 
that he was out of sight. So long as he remained in Makka, he 
went out of the limits of Haram, which distance is at least 


three miles from Makka. 


Doing the Works Himself. 


Although all his companions were his devoted servants, 
he preferred to do all his works himself. It has been reported 
by Hadrat ‘A’isna, Abu Sa‘ fd Khudri and Imam Hasan (may 
Allah be pleased with them) that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) did all his works with his own 


' hands. A person said to Hadrat ‘Alisha (may Allah be pleased 


with her) what did the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) do in his house? She said: He remained 


‘occupied in doing the. household works. He himself stitched 


patches on his clothes, swept the floor of the house, milked 
the goats, sheep etc., brought eatables and other household 
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goods from the bazaar, mendcd his torn-out shoes himself and 
stitched the bag for bringing water. He tied the camel to the 
peg, put fodder to it and kneaded the flour with the help of 
the servant. One day Hadrat Anas b. Malik, (may Allah be 
pleased with him) came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and saw that he was rubbing 
oil on a camel. According to a second Tradition, he saw that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was cauterizing the camels of charity. According to a third 
Tradition, he said: he was cauterizing the goats. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went to 
Masjid-i-Nabvi and he was told that somebody had blown out 
his nose in the mosque. Fie took a pebble and cleansed it with 
his hands and forbade the.people from this act. 


When he was a child and the ka‘ba was being 
constructed, he carried the stones and handed them over to 
the masons. Similarly, he worked like an ordinary labourer 
along with others during the construction of Masjid-i-Quba’ 
and Masjid-i-Nabvi and in digging out the trenches in the 
battle. During a journey, a companions sacrificed a goat for 
cooking. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: I will bring wood from he jungle. The 
companions opposed; whereupon he said: I do not like any — 
distinction. Once the strap of his she was broken. He tried to 
mend it. One of his companions said: O Messenger of Allah, let 
me do it. He saicl: This is distinction been individuals which I 
do not like. Two of his companions reported: We went to 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
who was repairing his house himsclf. We also participated in 
this work. When it was finished the Holy Prophet prayed for 
our prosperity 


Assistance of others in their Works. 


Khabbab b. Aratt was a Companion. Once the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent him 
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on an expedition. There was no male member in their house 
and the women-folk did not know how to milk (goats, sheep 
etc.) He therefore, went to thcir house daily in order to milk. 
His Companions requested him to let them entertain the 
guests who had came from Abyssinia but he stopped them 
from doing so saying: These peoples have entertained my 
companions and so I shall serve them myself. The infidels of 
Thaqif who had wounded the foot of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in Ta’if came to him with 
an envoy in the 9th Hijra. He got them stayed in Masjid-i- 
Nabvi and entertained them himself. ‘ 


The maid-servants of Madina came to him and said: O 


‘ Messenger of Allah, do this work of ours. He stood up at once 


and did their work. There was an insane maid-servant in 
Madina. He came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and caught hold of his hand. He said to 
her: O woman, I shall do your work in whichever street you 
take me. So he went along with her in a street and did the 
work she asked. 


Once he had stood up for prayer when a bedouin come. 
He caught hold of him and said: I have some need. Before I 
forget it, fulfil it. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) went out of the mosque at once and 
observed the prayer after doing this: work. 


Perseverance and Steadfasitness 


In the Holy Qur’an Allah has praised his great Prophets 
as most persevering and steadfast z mong the prophets. As the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)-was 


‘the last of the Prophets (peace be upon them), he was 7 


specially: endowed with this quality. From the beginning to 
the end, all the achievements of Islam are due to his 
determination, perseverance, stiadfastness and untiring 
efforts. IIe stood up all alone callirig the people to Islam in a 
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land where there was the rule of polytheism and Atheism and 
the whole of Arabia became his sworn enemy and put all sort 
of obstacles in-his way: but no one could stand against his 
unwavering faith in Allah, perseverance and determination, 
and at last they had to suffer defeat at his hands. Despite the 
fact that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) had to suffer great hardships and face big hurdles 
in the fulfillment of his mission for thirteen years, he never 
felt depressed or dejected and at last the day came when he 
left this mortal world leaving one lac devotees of Islam. Once 
when the atrocities of the unbclievers became almost 
unbearable, the companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) came to him and requested . 
him: Why don’t you pray for us? His face turned red with 
anger and he said: Those who have gone before you were cut 
into pieces with a saw and combs of iron were pierced through 
their bodies so that their flesh was pceled off but despite all 
these hardships, they adhered to their religion. By Allah, the 
religion of Islam will reach its perfection and a rider will 
travel from San‘a’ to Hadr Maut without fear except that of 
Allah. 


When the chiefs of Makka had perpetrated all sorts of 
persecutions on him and their plans became unfruitful, they 
offered him throne, a treasure of gold and riches, and the 
hand of the most beautiful woman; the temptations which 
were sufficient to change the mind of even the strongest man; 
but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) rejected the offer with disdain and the day came when 
his last guardian and protector, Abū Talib also decided to 
forsake him. It was the last test of his faith and steadfastness. 


`. The words which he spoke at that time are a living proof of 


his courage and steadfastness. He said: O my uncle! If they 
put the sun in my right hand and moon in my left on the 
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condition that I give up my work, I will not do so. I will go on 
preaching the true religion. (Ibn Ilisham) 


In the battle of Badr only a small band of Muslims who 
were ill-equipped encountered an'army far superior in 
numerical strength consisting of one thousand men who were 
fully equipped. The Quraish were exulting in their vanity and 
pride over their strength against the Muslims. During the 
course of battle they gathered near the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) who commanded the 
army and stood like a rock amidst them with a Prophetic 
courage and dignity. 


At the time of the battle of Uhud the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) consulted his 
companions. They said: The enemy should be attacked. In a 
little while, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) stepped out clad in his armour. The companions 
repented their rash remarks and said that he should do as he 
deemed fit. Upon this, the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) remarked: It does not become a Prophet 
that once he had put on armour, he should take it off. During 
the battle of Hunain when the archers of Hawazin tribe shot 
their arrows one following the other, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) was left isolated with the 
exception of a few of his devoted friends and admirers; but he 
did not lose courage having unwavering faith in the power of 
Allah. He said in a loud and dignified voice: I am the 
Messenger of Allah, I am no impostor. I am the descendant of 
. ‘Abd al-Muttalib. 


In an expedition he was taking rest under the tree. 
While he was asleep, an infidel came and unsheathing his 
sword said to him: Muhammad! Who is there to protect you 
from me? He said: (It is) Allah. Sceing this unwavering faith 
and courage, he was so much overawed that he at once put his 
sword back into the sheath and sat near him. 
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Courage 


This virtue is most excellent of human qualities and 
basis of all goodness, rightcousncss and steadfastness. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
to face many hardships and dangcrous situations. He resisted 
many attacks; fought many battles; but he stood firm and 
steadfast and never lost heart. During the battle of Badr an © 
ill-equipped band of only three hundred Muslims had to 
encounter one thousand well-equipped soldiers of the 
Quraish. When the Muslims felt that they were not in a 
position to resist them, they took refuge by the side of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) who won many 
battles by dint of his courage and valour said: During the 
course of fierce fighting in the battle of Badr; we took refuge — 
by the side of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). He was the most courageous than all of us. He 
was fighting close to the first row of the polytheists. 


In battle of Hunain when the archers of Hawazin tribe 
shot arrows in torrents a large number of Muslim soldiers 
retreated but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and a few of his devotees stood firm in the 
battle field. He goaded his mule again and again to advance 
but his companions came in his way. The enemy was 
concentrating all his efforts to strike at him making straight 
for that spot, but he showed no weakness and remained 
standing firm on his feet. Someone asked Hadrat Bara’ who 
participated in the battle: Did you flee during the battle of 
Hunain? He said: yes, it is right; but I bear witness that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did 
not leave his place. By Allah, when the battle grew fierce we 
would seek protection by his side and the bravest among us 
was who confronted the onlaught and it was the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
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Hadrat Anas b. Malik reported: The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the bravest among 
us. Once there was gencral uproar in Madina that the enemy 
had reached. The people became ready to fight; but first of all 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
went out. He did not even saddle his horse and riding on its 
bare back went to all the dangerous spots and told the people 
that there was no danger. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) did not kill a person with his 
hands. Abū b. Khalaf was his sworn enemy. When he was 
released on payment of ransom in the battle of Badr, he went 
about saying: I have a horse whom I feed millet daily. I will 
kill Muhammad riding this horse. In the battle of Uhud he 
reached the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) racing this horse and passing through the rows. 
The Muslims,wanted to intercept him but the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade them to so 
and taking a spear marched towards him and pierced the end 
of the spear in his neck. He ran from there shouting loudly. 
the people said: Why are you so much frightened as it is only a 
minor injury? He said: Yes, it is right; but it is a wound 
inflicted by the hand of the Holy Fem iai (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). 


Truthfulness. 


_ Truthfulness is an essential quality of a Prophet andit can 
never be separated from his august personality. Due to this 
reason we did not give separate detail of this virtue while 
dealing with the character of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him); but here we shall record the 
evidences of the enemies of Islam which have been handed 
down to us. When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) proclaimed Prophethood, the people 
among the disbelievers who knew him did not take him for a 
liar or an imposture; but, God forbid, they thought that he 
was insane or confounded or that it was all due to his poetic 
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trend of mind. They, therefore, said: He is mad; he is under 
the influence of magic; he is a poet; but no one said: He is a 
liar. 


One day the big Arab chiefs were holding a meeting. 
They were commenting on the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) Nadr b. Harith who was the 
most experienced among them said: O Quraish! You have not 
so far found any remedy for the calamity which has befallen 
you. Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
who was a child has grown up before you. He is most popular 
among you, truthful and trustworthy. Now when his hair is 
turned grey, he has delivered this message. You call him a 
sorcerer, an astrologer, a poct and a mad man. By God, I have 
heard him. There is nothing of this sort in Muhammad (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). The calamity which has 
befallen you now is a new one. the following verses of the 
Holy Qur'an were revealed on this occasion: 


We Know well how their talk grieveth thee, though in 
truth they deny not thee (Muhammad) but evil-dors 
flout the revelations of Allah. 


(VI : 33) 


When Allah’s Command came to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to call his relatives 
to Islam he took himself to the Mount Safa’ one day and called 
out: 


O ye gathering of the Quraish! 
O ye gathering of the Quraish! 


When the people gathered there, he said: just consider 
this, if I told you there was an army at the back of the hill 
(ready to attack you) would you believe?. They ‘said: yes, 
because we have never known you telling a lie. — 
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The empcror of Rome enquired from Abū Sufyan in the 
court: Have you found this new claimant of Prophethood of 
your country ever telling a lic before his claim? Abū Sufyan 
said: No. At the end of the speech ‘which the emperor of Rome 
delivered he said: I am sure that he who does not lie to men, 
how can he lie to God? i 


Fulfillment of Promises 


This was a quality of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) which even his enemies had to 


acknowledge. One of the questions which the emperor of 


Rome put to Abu sufyan was: Does he ever break his 
conven! Theres pon he had to say: No. 


The stone-hearted Washi who had killed Hadrat Suman 
(may Allah be pleased with him) roamed about from city to. 
city for fear of the Muslims. The deputation which was sent to 
Madina also. included his name. He, was afraid lest . „the, 


: Muslims ‘should wreak their vengeance, upon him; ‘but even 
“his fellow disbelievers gave him.the surety that he can go 


there without any fear as Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) would not’kill‘an ambassador. So he went 
to the Holy Prophct (peace and blessings of Allar be upon 
him) on this surety. 


Safwan b. Umayya was the sworn enemy of the Muslims 
before he embraced Islam. When Makka was conquered, he 
fled intending to go to Yemen but reached Jadda.‘Umair b. 
Wahb came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and told about Safwan. He (the Holy Prophet) 
gave him turban in token of granting him amnesty ‘Umair 


- took this turban to Safwan and said: You need not flee; you 
‘ have been granted pardon. When Safwan came to the Holy 
` Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) he said: 


Have you granted me pardon? He said: yes, it is true. Abii Rafi! 
was a servant. He came to Madina as an ambassador from the 
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Quraish. He had not yet embraced Islam. When he cast a 
glance at the face of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) he was convinced of the truth of Islam. He 
said: O Messenger of Allah! I shall never go back to the 
infidels. He said: I can neither break the agreement nor can I 
detain the ambassador with me. You may go now. On reaching 
there, if your mind does not change, you may return. So he 
went back at that time; but later on embraced Islam. 


One condition of the treaty of Hudaibiya was that if 
anyone went over to Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) without permission of his guardian, he should 
be sent back to the Quraish, but should any of the followers of 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) return 
to Quraish, he shall not be sent back. During the time the 
treaty was being.signed, Abū Jandal who was brutally chained - 
and was staggering with fatigue appeared on the scene and 
managed. to join the Muslims. He made a pathetic appeal to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
The hearts of the Muslims were moved at his pathetic appeal. 
But Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
stood firm for fulfilling his treaty. He said to Abu Jandal: Be 
j patient and control thyself; we cannot break the covenant; 
surely, Allah will make some way out for thee and for the 
weak (in Makka). 


It is an incident relating to -the period before 
Prophethood. ‘Abdullah bin Abi al-‘Amsa’ transacted with the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He 
asked the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) to sit down till he came back to settle the account. 
Perchance, ‘Abdullah forgot to return. He came after three 
days and found the Ioly Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah . 
be upon him) sitting there. Sccing ‘Abdullah, he said: I have 
been waiting here for you for three days. 


In the battle of Badr, the*Muslim forces were less than 
one-third as compared with their enemy. On this critical 
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juncture, it was but natural for the Haly Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) to increase his numerical 
strength; but even at that time he did not break the covenant. 
Hudhaifa b. al-Yaman and Abd Hasol (may Allah be pleased 
with them), two companions were coming from Makka. The 
polytheists of Makka stopped them saying: Are you going to 
Muhammad? (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), They 
denied. At last they were released on the condition that they 
won't help him in he battle, They told the whole story to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who 
said: Both of you go back. We will fulfil the covenant at all 
cost. We need the help of Allah only. Western writers argue _ 
that he was a Prophet in Makka; but when the arrived in 
Madina, he became an emperor forsaking Prophethood, but 
the fact is that even after his sway over.the whole of Arabia, 
he led his life like a poor and destitute person. In the chapter, 
al-Hijad in Sahih Bukhari there is ‘a Tradition, that at the 
time of his death his armour was pawncd with a Jew for three 
Sa‘a of barley. The clothes in which he breathed his last were 
torn out and had patches thercon. During this period the 
whole of Arabia whose boundaries extended from Syria to 
Eden had been conquered and Madina was the richest 
country. 


There is no doubt that among his duties the 
extermination of monasticism was also included and he 
warned the Ansar against this way of living. Due to this very 
reason, sometimes he ate delicious and good food and wore 
costly and nice ‘clothes; but he had no inclination towards 
worldly wealth and riches. Ife used to say: The son of Adam 
has no right over anything except a house to live in, a pair of 
clothes to cover his bare body and dry food and water to 
“satiate his hunger. lladrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with — 
her) reported: It never happened that any clothe of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah. be upon him) was 
placed after folding, that is, he had only one pair of clothes 
and there was none else which could be folded and placed. 
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Once Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased 
with him) was repairing the wall of his house. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) reached 
there by chance. He said: What are you doing. ‘Abdullah b. 
‘Umar replied: I am repairing the wall.. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Who 


has spare time? 


Fire was cften not burnt in the Prophet’s house and in 
the night he and his whole family generally went to sleep 
without food. 


‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported: We, 
the family of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) sometimes did not kindle fire for months together. 
Thereupon.‘Urwa b. Zubair said: Then what were your means 
of sustenance? She said: Dates and water. However, 
sometimes the neighbourers sent_us milk and we drank it. 
, Never did Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) eat to his fill the bread of wheat for two successive 
days. He never saw the flour called hawari or naqi in Arabia. 

The people said to sah!I’b. Sa‘d: Were there no sieves in the. 
days of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) He said No. They again said: Then how did they 
sift the flour? He said: they blew out the chaff with their 
breath and kneaded the rest of the flour. While writing about 
Khaibar and Fadak, the Muhaddithin and Arbab-i-Sair say 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to draw money annually to meet the expenditure. 
Apparently, this act is against the Traditions we have 
mentioned above; but there is no contradiction. There is no 
denying the fact that he drew the money for defraying the 
household expenses but he not only distributed the rest of the 
money among the poor and the needy; but what he kept for 
himself also went to the needy. Ahadith are full of events of 
his poverty and hunger. Here we shall mention only a few 
Ahadith. 
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Once a person came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: I am very hungry. 
He conveyed a message to one of his wives to send something 
to eat. The answer was that there was nothing in the house. 
Then he sent a message to his other wife and received the 
same answer. In short, there was nothing to eat in all the 
houses except water. 


Hadrat Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: 
One day I came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and saw that he had tied his belly tightly 
and when the cause of it was asked, someone among those 
who were present said: (It has been done) because of hunger. 
Hadrat Abū Talha (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: 
One day I came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and saw him-lying on the floor of the 
mosque. He was changing his sides again and again due to 
hunger. i 


His voice often became so feeble due to hunger that his 
companions understood the cause thereof. One day Abū Talha 
(may Allah be pleased with him) came to his house and said to 
his wife: Is there anything to ĉat? I have just seen the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) that his 
voice has become weak. 


One day he came out of his house exactly in the noon. 
On the way he met Hadrat Abt Bakr and Hadrat ‘Umar (may 
Allah be pleased with them). Both were feeling intense hunger. 
He came to Hadrat Ayyib Ansari’s house. He used to keep 
milk for the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). Since the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of , 
Allah be upon him) was late, his wife gave that milk to the 
children. When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) camc to his house, Abū Ayyub had gone to 
the date-palm trees. When his wife came to know, she came 
out and said: You are welcome. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Where is Abii Ayyiib? 
The date-palm trees were near at hand. When Abū Ayyūb 
heard the voice, he came to him running and after greeting 
him said: It is not the time when you have come. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) told him 
his condition. He went to the date-palm trees and brought a 
bunch of dates and said: I get the meat cooked for you. He - 
sacrificed a goat and got half the meat roasted and prepared 
curry with the other. When the meal was served, he (the Holy 
Prophet) put a little meat on the bread and said: Send it to 
Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with her). She had not taken 
meal for so many days. Then he took the meal along with his 
companions. When he looked at the number of dishes, tears 
welled up in his eyes and he said: These are the things about 
which the blessed one will be asked on the Day of Judgement. 


It often happened that when the Holy Prophet (peace 

d blessings of Allah be upon him) came to his house, he said 

to his wives: Is there anything to eat? If they replied in the 
negative, he said: Well, I keep fast. 


Forgiveness and Benevolent Treatment 


The historians are agreed that all the historical events 
bear ample testimony to the fact that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) never took revenge 
from anyone. It has been reported by Hadrat ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her) in Sahihin: The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had never taken 
revenge from anyone on account of any personal reason except 
that a person had ridiculed ant disgraced the commandment 
of Allah, 


He deeply felt the derogatory treatment meted out to 
him by the chiefs of Ta’if, but when ten years after stones 
were being hurled on the Muslims through a sling in the 
battle of Ta’if; on the other side, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him), the embodiment of mercy and ` 
compassion was praying to Allah: O Allah, give them a right 
understanding and surrender them to the cause of Islam, and 
it happened so that when their envoy arrived in Madina in the 
9th Hijra, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) got them stayed in the Masjid-i-Nabvi and treated 
them with respect and honour. The Quraish hurled abuses on 
him and threatencd to kill him; thorns were strewn in his 
way, filth and refuse and dirty foetus of a she-camel were 
thrown on his sacred body and they also tried to throttle him 
by twisting a cloth around his neck. They ridiculed and jeered 
at him. The mischicf-mongers called him, God forbid, a 
magician, a sorcerer, a mad-man; a poet but he did not flew 
into rage. Even the poorest man when he is insulted in society 
cannot tolerate this disgrace. A person saw the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) preaching: There is 
no god save Allah in Dhi al-Majaz. Abū Jahl followed him and 
threw dust on his sacred head and shouted: O peonle, do not 
be taken in by his words. This man wants you to abandon the 
worship of Lat and ‘Uzza. The Prophet (peace and blessings. of 


_ Allah be upon him) hrowayar, paid no head to him. 


The most inciting and wrath-provoking was the event of 
Ifk, when’ the hypocrites reported the story of the false 
allegation against ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her), the 
wife of Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and the daughter of Abū Bakr (may Allah be 
pleased with him), his devoted friend and companion of the 
cave of Thaur. There were a large number of hypocrites in the 
city and this bascless tale was noised abroad within no time. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was in great embarrassment and was much annoyed at the 
people’s tongues. The most notorious among the hypocrites 
who spread this rumour was ‘Abdullah b. Ubayy, the chief 
hypocrite. The Holy Prophct (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) did only one thing. He addressed the people 
standing on the- pulpit: O Muslims! Who will exonerate me 
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from the imputations of that person who has troubled (me) in 
regard to my family. Sa‘d b. Mu‘adh stood up and said: Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), I will 
defend your honour against him. Name the person and I will 
strike his neck. Sa‘d b. ‘Ubada who was the ally of ‘Abdullah b. 
Ubayy opposed him and thus the men on both the sides were 
ready to fall upon one another and Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) tried to subside their 
anger until they became silent. Allah, the Almighty Himself 
_ vindicated ‘A’isha’s (may Allah be pleased with her) honour by 
descending a revelation and the slanderers were given 
punishment according to the laws of the Shari‘ah. 


And so for as ‘Abdullah b. Ubayy is concerned, he was 
acquitted as there was no evidence of the Shari‘ah against 
him. Among the persons who were given punishment was 
Mistah b. Uthatha. Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
used to give Mistah some stipend as a token of kinship and for 
his poverty and he (Abu Bakr) said: By Allah, now I would not 
spend anything for him. Thereupon, the following verse of the 
Holy Qur’an was revealed: 


And let not those who possess dignity and ease among 
` you swear not to give to the near of the kin. Yearn yet not 


` that Allah may forgive you? (24:22) 


So Hadrat Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
` continued to give him the stipend he had withdrawn. 


One among the slanderers (as has been menani in the 
interpretation: of the Surah, Nur in Sahih Tirmidhi) was 
Hassan and Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be please with her) was 
so much enraged with him that she would not forgive him; 
but when ‘Urwa b. Zubair spoke against him Hadrat ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) did not like that Hassan 
should be rebuked in her presence and said: It was he who 
wrote the verses defending the honour of Muhammad (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) against the disbelievers. 
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The hypocrite Jew Labid b. A‘sam cast a spell upon 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) asked him to 
probe into the matter further. He said: I do not like that I 
should induce people to commit high-handedness with one 
another. Zaid b. San‘a, a Jew had business transactions. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) took 
some loan from him. He came to derhand the payment before 
the fixed date and pulled his mantle rebuking him and said: O 
the sons of ‘Abdul Muttalib! You always make such excuses. 
Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) flew into rage 
and said addressing him: O the enemy of Allah! You behave 
arrogantly with the Messenger of Allah (peace, and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) said: I expected a better behaviour from 
you. You should have asked him to demand politely and asked 
me to pay his debt. Then he asked Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with him) to pay his debt and also pay him twenty 
sa‘a extra dates. 


Once a single pair of clothes was left with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and they 
too were coarse and dirty. They became heavier with 


` perspiration. Someone sent some clothes to a Jew from Syria. 


Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) requested him 


` to borrow a pair of clothes from the Jew. The Holy Prophet 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent a man to the 
Jew. That arrogant person said to him. I understand what do 
you mean. You want to take away the clothes without giving 
the price. Thereupon, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) said: You know well that I am most 
carcful and honest payer of the things entrusted to me. 


Once he was going somewhere when he passed by a 
woman sitting by the side of the grave and weeping. He 
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stopped there and said to her: Fear Allah, and show 
endurance. She not (recognising him) said: You have not been 
afflicted as I have been. When he (the Holy Prophet) had 
departed, the people said to her: Did not you know that he 
. was the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him)? She came to him hastily and said: I did not 
recognise you. Thereupon, he (the Holy Prophet) said: 
Endurance is to be shown at the first blow. Once Hadrat S‘ad 
b. ‘Ubada became ill. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) mounted his riding animal and went to 
enquire after his health. On the way a meeting was being 
held, and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) stopped there ‘Abdullah b. Ubayy, the great 
hypocrite was also present in the meeting. When dust flew at 


the feet of the animal, he placed the end of his mantle on his ` 


- nose and said to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
- Allah be upon him): Do not raise dust. When he (the Holy 
Prophet) reached him he said: Take your ass away; the foul 
smell of your ass has confounded me. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) greeted him and 
then dismounted his riding animal and preached Islam. 
‘Abdullah b. Ubayy said: Do not annoy us in our home. Preach 
Islam to a person who comes to you of his own accord. 
‘Abdullah b. Rawaha, the famous poet, said: Do come here. 
The situation became so tense that swords were unsheathed. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
pacified the anger of both the parties. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to S‘ad b. 
‘Ubada, leaving the mecting and said to him. Have you heard 


the talk of ‘Abdullah b. Ubayy. He said: He is the person on-- 


whose head the inhabitants of Madina were going to wear the 
crown of Madina before your arrival. When the spoils of the 
battle of Hunain were being devided, some of the Ansar 
looked upon this as act of partiality. This discontentment 
reached the ears of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). He said: May Allah have mercy on Musa. He 
had been oppressed by the people more than this. 
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Once a bedouin came to him. He was sitting in the 
mosque. He felt the need to urinate. He was not aware of the 
.etiquettes of a mosque and he stood up and began to urinate 
‘ where he was standing. The people ran towards him in order 
to beat him; but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: Leave him. Bring a bag of water and 
pour it out at this place. Allah has not sent you for difficulty 
but for facility and ease. 


Hadrat Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) who was a 
special servant of Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) reported: One day the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) wanted to send me 
for some work; I said: I would not go. He kept quiet and I 
went out saying this. All of a sudden, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) came behind me and 
caught hold of my neck. When I turned my face, I saw that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
laughing and he said affectionately. Now go for the work, I 
told you. I said: Well, I go. Hadrat Anas (may Allah be pleased 
with him) further reported: { served the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him); -but never did he said: 
Why did you do this work or why did you not do that work? . 


Hadrat Abu Huraira (miay Allah be pleased with him) 
reported: The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to sit in the mosque along with us and 
conversed with us. When he vent to his house we also went. 
One day he went out of the mosque when a bedouin came. He 
pulied his mantle so tightly 1hat his neck became red. The 
Holy; Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
turr ed his face and looked at Jiim. The bedouin said: Load my 
cam:2ls with corn. What (gonds, riches) you possess neither 
belo:3g to you nor to your father. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
bles: ings of Allah be upon hin) said: First compensate for my 
neck , then I will give you cor 1. He said: By God, I will never 
do it. The Holy Prophet (pea: 2 and blessings of Allah be upon 
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him) got his camels loaded with barley and dates without 
saying anything. 


(God forbid), the Quraish abused. the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and vilified him. 
They bore rancour against him and did not address him as 
Muhammad (the praised one) out of grudge against him; but 
called him as Mudhamam (condemned), in reply to which he 
said to his companions: Do you not see how Allah has turned 
away the curses and abuses of the Quraish from me; they 
curse and abuse Mudhamam whereas I am Muhammad., 


During the days, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was making preparations to conquer. 
Makka, he was very careful that the Quraish should not know 
about his intention. Hatib b. Balta‘a a companion wanted to 
inform the Quraish about it. He, therefore, wrote a letter and 
sent it secretly to Makka through a woman. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to know 
about it. He sent Hadrat ‘Ali and Hadrat Zubair (may Allah be 
pleased with them) The Holy Prophet (peace ‘and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) at once. They brought the messenger and 
the letter. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) called Hatib and enquired from him. He confessed 

‘his guilt openly and begged to be excused. It would have been 

incumbent on every political leader of the time to inflict 
punishment for this crime, but the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) forgave him on the plea that 
he had participated in the battle of Badr. He did not say 
anything to the woman who was an accomplice in this crime 
despite the fact that if the letter had reached the enemies, 
the Muslims would have to suffer heavy losses. 


Farat b. Huyyan was engaged by Abū Sufyan for: spaying 
the activities of the Muslims. He used to write verses 
containing satires on the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). One day he was arrested and the Holy 


317. 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ordered to 
kill him. The people held him and were taking him. When he 
passed through a street of Ansar he said: I have embraced 
Islam. One of the Ansar informed the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) about it: He says that he 
is a Muslim. Thereupon, he (the Holy Prophet) said: There 
are some people regarding whose faith we leave the decision 
to themselves. Farat b. Huyyan was one amongst them. The 
historians are of the view that later on he became a true 
Muslim and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) donated to him a piece of land in Yamama. 


Forgiveness And Benevolent Treatment With 
Enemies 


One virtue which is rarely found in human ethic is 
forgiveness and kind treatment with the enemies; but the 
recipient of the Divine revelations, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah bé upon him) was an embodiment of 
this virtue. To take revenge form one’s enemy is a legal 
obligation; but in the Shari‘ah this obligatory duty assumes 
the form of Makrih Tahrimi. There is consensus of opinion 
that he never took revenge from anyone. The most suitable 
occasion for taking revenge from his enemies was the day of 
conquest of Makka when his blood thirsty enemies were 
standing before him, and those who perpetrated all sorts of 
atrocities on him, but he granted them general amnesty 
declaring: f 


There shall be no reproof against you this day. The 
savage negro, the murderer of Hadrat Hamza (may Allah be 
pleased with him), the pride and power of Islam, and the most 
loving uncle of Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
` be upon him) lived in Makka. When Islam gained strength in 
Makka, he ran to Ta’if and when Ta’if also surrendered he did 
not feel safe there. He heard that the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not treat the 
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ambassadors harshly. At last he took refuge with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
embraced Islam. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said to him only this much: Do not face me 
as when I see you, the memory of my uncle is revived. 


ed —_ 


Hinda, the wife of Abu Sufyan who tore out the heart 
and liver of Hamza came to Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) on the conquest of Makka. 
She was putting on veil so that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) could not recognize her and by 
showing her allegiance to Islam, her safety could be 
guaranteed. She did not refrain from her arrogant behaviour 
even at that critical juncture. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had recognized her; but he did 
even made a mention of it. Hinda was struck with wonder at 
his marvellous treatment and she said: O Allah’s Messenger! 
There was no camp full of so much wrath and anger than your 
camp; but now no camp is more loving than your camp in my 
sight. 


‘Ikrama, Abii Jahl’s son was the staunch enemy of Islam 
like his father. He fled to Yemen at the conquest of Makka. 
His wife embraced Islam. She went to Yemen, consoled him 
and converted him to Islam. She went to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) along with him. 
When he saw them, he was overjoyed. He stood up at once 
and walked towards them in a hurry. The following words 
were on his lips: 


O Muhajir rider! You are welcome. 


Safwan b. Umayya was the chief of the polytheists of 
Quraish and a sworn enemy of Islam. He had hired ‘Umair b. 
Wahb to kill the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon hina). He fled to Jadda at the conquest of Makka for fear 
of the Muslims with the intention to go'to Yemen by sea 
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journey. ‘Umair b. Wahb came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him) and said to him. O Messenger 

of Allah! Safwan b. Umayya, is the chief of his tribe and has 

fled away due to fear and intends to plunge himself into sea. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 

said: I grant him pardon. He again requested: O Allah’s 

Messenger! Give me something in order to show him as a sign 

that he has been granted amnesty. The Holy Prophet (peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him)“gave him his turban 

which ‘Umair took to Safwan. He said: I am afraid to go there 

lest I should be killed. ‘Umair said: You perhaps are not aware 

of the clemency and magnanimity of the Holy Prophet (peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him). When he heard this, he 

came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him) along with us: The first question which Safwan put 
to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was: ‘Umair says that you have pardoned me. Is this 
true? He (the Holy Prophet) said: Yes, it is true. thereupon, 
Safwan said: Then give me time for two months. He said: You 
may wait not for two months but for four months. 
Subsequently, Safwan embraced Islam of his own accord. The 
incident has been mentioned in detail in Ibn Hisham Habbar 
b. Al-Aswad was a person who inflicted severe injury to the 
Prophet’s daughter Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her). 
She was pregnant and was migrating from Makka to Madina. 
The infidels of Makka stood in their way and Habbar threw 
her from the camel resulting in serious injury and abortion. 
Habbar committed many other crimes and was declared as a 
fugitive murderer at the time of the conquest of Makka. He 
came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and said: O Allah’s Messenger, I intended to flee to 
Iran; but then I thought about your clemency, magnanimity 
and benevolence. The news which you have heard about me 
are true; but I confers my ignorance and guilt I have come 
now to embrace Islam. The Prophet’s (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) munificence was all-pervading where 
there was no distinction of friends or foes. 
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Before the embracement of Islam, the enmity of Abū 
Sufyan is not hidden from anyone, and it is amply evident that 
right from the battle of Badr to the conquest of Makka, he 
was directly involed in flaring up the fire. But when he was 
arrested at the conquest of Makka and Hadrat ‘Abbas (may 
Allah be pleased with him) brought him to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) he treated him 
well. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) decided 
to strike off his head in view of his past crimes; but the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) not only 
forbade him from this act but declared: He who takes refuge 
in the house of Abu Sufyan is safe; whosoever closes the door 
of his house, the inmates thercof shall be in safety, and he 
who enters the mosque is safe. It was in this spirit of 
clemency that the Holy Prophet entered the city of Makka. 


All the tribes of Arabia surrendered to Islam and rallied 
under its banner. The only tribe which rebelled against Islam 
was that of Abu Hanifa Musailima who claimed Prophethood 
belonged to this tribe. Thumarha b. Uthal was the Chief of 
this tribe. The people captured him and bound him with on of 
the pillars of the mosque. The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) came out to see him. He said: 
O Thumama, what do you think? He replied if you kill me, 
you will kill a person who has spilt blood. If you do me a 
favour, you will do a favour to a grateful person. If you want 
wealth, ask and you will get what you will demand. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
left him until the next day when he (came to him again) and 
said: What do you think, O Thumama? He replied! What I 
have already told you. The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Set Thumama frée. He 
went to a palm-grove near the mosque and said: I bear 
testimony (to the truth) that there is no god but: Allah and I 
testify that Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) is His bondman ancl His Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). C) Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
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infidels. The Western writers are of the view that these 
events relate to the pericd when the position of the Muslims 
was weak and poor and therefore, they were bound to live 
amicably and peacefully. We shall mention here only those 
incidents which pertain to the period when the power of the 
enemies of Islam had been completely crushed and the 
Muslims had gained full control over them. 


Abii Basra Gifari reported: I stayed as a guest with the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in 
Madina. I was then an infidel. During the night I drank milk 
of all the goats in the house; but Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) did not say anything and his 
whole family remained hungry. A smilar story has been 
reported by Hadrat Abū Huraira: An infidel stayed as a guest 
in the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
house. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) gave him the milk of one goat. He drank it. Then 
the second goat was milked and he drank the milk of that goat 
too without any hesitation. -Then the third and the fourth 
until seven goats were milked and he drank the milk thereof. 
The Holy Prohet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
did not show any signs of anger. As a result of this generous 
treatment, he embraced Islam in the morning and he became 
content with the milk of only one goat. 


Hadrat Asma’s (may Allah be pleased with her) mother 
who was a polytheist at the time of the treaty of Hudaibiya 
came to her daughter, the supporter of Madina. She thought 
as to what treatment should be accorded to a polytheist. She 
came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and questioned about it. He said: Treat her well. 
The mother of Abu Huraira was a disbeliever and lived in 
Madina with her son. She used to scold the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) Hadrat Abū 
Huraira informed the Holy Porphet (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) about it. He did not become angry; but 
raised his hands for prayer. 


All the household work was done by Hadrat Bilal (may 
Allah be pleased with him). All the income which accrued 
remained in his custody. When he could not pay in cash for 
the household articles of daily use, he borrowed them from 
the bazaar and paid the debt on receipt of money. Once he 
was passing through the bazaar when a polytheist saw him 
and said: If you need debt take it from me. He accepted the 
offer. One day when he stood up to call the Adhan, that man 
came with a few polytheist dealers and said: O negro! He said 
in reply to this derogatory remark: Here I am. He said: Do you 
know only three days have been left to fulfil your promise. If 
you do not pay the debt within the fixed time, you would have 
to graze my goats. Hadrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) observed the ‘Isha’ prayer and went to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and related to him 
the whole story saying: There is nothing in the chest. The 
polytheist will come tomorrow and insult me. If you allow me 
I may run away somethere till I will be in a position to pay off 
the debt. At last the he came back and went to sleep keeping 
his provision for the journey comprising his bag, shoes, shield 
etc. He was making preparation to proceed in the morning 
when a person came jn hot haste and said: The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has sent for you., 
When he reached he saw that four camels on which corn was 
loaded were standing at his door. The Holy Prophet (peace . 
‘ and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: These camels have 
been sent by the Chief of Fadak.:He sold all these things in 
the bazaar and paid the debt of the polytheist. Then he came 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and informed him that he had paid all the debt. 


The above incident relates to the 7th Hijra when Fadak 
had been conquered. Hadrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) managed the household works and was very dear to Holy 
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Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The 
polytheist called him Wahshi (negro) and threatened him that 
if he did not pay off his debt, he would have to graze his goats. 
Hadrat Bilal decided to run away for fear of being annoyed or 
persecuted by him. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) heard all these things: but did not say 
anything. He did not support Bilal or consoled him. 
Perchance, corn was received. He paid off the debt of the 
Polytheist and tolerated his rebuke, rudeness and evil tongue. 
Who can be’ more polite and forbearing than Allah’s 
Messenger (paare and blessings of Allah be upon him), “Mercy 
unto the wortds.” 


It was most difficult to deal with the hypocrites, a band 
of infidels headed by ‘Abdullah b. Ubayy. Before the migration 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) to Madina, the inhabitants of the city had decided to 
make him the ruler. After the battle of Badr, he proclaimed 
Islam but he bore a rancour in his heart aginst Islam and his 
followers too adopted this attitude of hypocrites. Thus these 
hypocrities formed a separate party which hatched all sorts of 
intrigues and plans against Islam secretly. They made plots 
with the Quraish and other Arab tribes against the Muslim 
tribes and conveyed to them the top-most secret information. 
Nevertheless, apparantly they participated in.the rituals and 
other acts of devotion. They observed the Jum‘ah prayer and 
took part the battles. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was fully aware of them and their 

activities and movements; but since the rules and laws of the 
Shari‘ah relate to the apparant actions of men and not to 
their inner feelings and sentiments, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not call them inifidels 
or disbelievers. As for as his magnanimity and 
largeheartedness and forbearing nature is concerned, he 
always treated them well. 
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Once in a battle a Muhajir slapped an Ansar. Both cried 
for help and justice. There was every possibility of war 
between both the parties. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: What an unwise thing! 
Both of them kept quiet. When ‘Abdullah b. Ubayy heard this, 
he said: I would turn out the mean Muslims as soon as I reach 
Madina. His friends advised him: It is very easy. You should 
stop caring for the Muhajirin. They will themselves be ruined. 
The Holy Qur’an describes this event in the following words: 
They it is who say; snend not on behalf of those (who dwell) 
with Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) that they may disperse (and go away from you). (63:7) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) sent for ‘Abdullah b. Ubayy and said: Did you say these 
words? He openly denied that he had not said these words. 
Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) was there. He 
said: O Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) allow me to’strike off the neck of this hypocrite. He 
said: The people will propagate that Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) kills his companions. At the 
time of the battle of Uhud ‘Abdullah b. Ubayy went back 
along with his three hundred men as a result of which the 
strength of the Muslims suffered a set-back to a considerable 
extent but despite this the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) showed forbearance and enshrouded 
him in his sacred shirt at his death in spite of the anger of the 
Muslims in order to compensate for the obligation done by 
him to Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be as with him) by 
giving him his shirt. 


Treatment With The Christians And Jews 


He accorded magnanimous treatment to all making no 
distinction between the Msulims and the non-Muslims, 
friends and foes and relatives and strangers. His munificence 
and blessing extended to all human-kind and countries. The 
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intensity of the rancour which the Jews bore against the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) can be 
judged from the incidents which happened till the battle of 
Khaibar; but the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) attitude was that unless a clear relevation 
was received about a particular matter, he decided their cases 
according to their teachings. 


Once a Jew said publicly: By God. who gave prominence 
to Musa (peace be upon him) over all other Prophets. A 
companion listened to it. He could not control himself and 
enquired: Is he more prominent than even Muhammad (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him)? He said: Yes; Thereupon 
the companion gave a slap on his face. As the enemies were 
sure about Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) justice and fair dealing, the Jews went straight to 
him and related the story. The Holy Prophet (peace ard 
blessings of Allah be upon him) expressed his displeasure and 
anger over this action of the companion. The son of a Jew 
became ill. He (the Holy Prophet) went to enquire after his 
health and preached Islam to him. He looked at his father to 
ascertain his willingness. Ife said: Do as he (the IHoly Prophet) 
says. He recited the Kalimah. . 


Once the bier of a Jew happened to pass by his way. He 
stood up. 


- 


Once a group of Jews came to the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: Abul 
Qasim (the Kunya of the Holy Prophet) assam-u-Alaikum. 
(death be upon him) through mischief. In response to these 
words of theirs, Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with 
her) said in rage: Let there be death upon you and disgrace 
also, whereupon Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: ‘A’isha, do not use harsh words, 
verily, Allah loves kindness in every matter. He had 
transactions with the Jews and he used to tolerate their 


327 


unfair and unjust demands and harsh words. If there arose 
any dispute between the Muslims and the Jews in business 
matters, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) remained impartial and did not support the 
Muslims without any genuine. reason. Teh details of such 
incidents have been mentioned under different headings. 
Once a Jew came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and complained: Muhammad! Look here, a 
Muslim has slapped me. He called the Muslim at once and 
warned him. When an envoy of Ansar came to Madina from 
Najran, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) entertained them and not only stayed them in 
Masjid-i-Nabvi but allowed them to wroship according to their 
own religion. When the Muslims tried to dissuade them from 
this act, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) forbade them. 


Love And Affection For The Poor 


There were rich as well as poor and destitute and 
hungry but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) treated them alike. His behaviour with the poor 
was so excellent that despite lack of worldly goods and riches 
they remained cheerful and happy. Once the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) showed 
indifference towards a poor blind man. ‘Abdullah b. Umm-i- 
Maktiim who came and sat near the big Arab chiefs who were 
very haughty and proud and did not like any one’s equality 
with them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was preaching Islam to them in the hope that 
these hard:hearted Arab chiefs might embrace Islam and 
their hearts be enlightened with the true and righteous 
message but Allah, the Almighty did not like this different 
treatment and the following verse was revealed: 


He frowned and turned away because the blind man 
came unto him. 
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What could inform thee but that he might grow (in 
grace). 


Or take heed and so the reminder might avail him? © 


As for him who thinketh himself independent, unto him 
thou payest regara. 


Yet it not thy concern if grow not (in = N 


But as for him who duth unto thee with earnest 
purpose. 


And hath fear, 
From him thou art distracted. 
Nay, but verily it is an admonishment. 


So n whosoever will pay heed to it. (53:1-12) 


This poor and destitute class were the first sincere 
devotees of Islam. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) went to the Haram to observe prayers 
with them and the chiefs of the Quraish laughed and jeared at 
them seeing their poor and unimpressive outward condition. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) tolerated this laughing and jeering of the Quraish 
cheerfully. Hadrat S‘ad b. Waqqas was temperamentally 
superiority conscious. He considered himself superior to the 
poor. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said to him: Yovr success and whatever you possess are 
due to the poor. 


He said iv Usama b. Zaid: I saw at the door of Paradise 
that the people who enter therein are mostly poor and 
destitute. 
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Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. al-‘As reported: Once I was 
sitting in the Masjid-i-Nabvi and the poor Muhājirin were 
sitting there on one side in a cirele. In the meanwhile, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came 
and sat in their company. When I saw this I also stood up and 
sat near him. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Give glad tidings to 
the poor Muhajirin that they will enter Paradise forty years 
before the rich and wealthy persons. ‘Abdullah. b. ‘Amr 
reported: Hearing this I saw that their face brightened up 
with joy and I wished that I would have been one among 
them. 


Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was sitting in a company. In the meantime a 
person passed in front of him. He enquired from the person 
sitting by his side what is your opinion regarding this man? 
Thereupon he said: This person belongs to a rich family. By 
God, if he intends to marry, it will be done and if he 
intercedes on behalf of anyone his intercession will be 
accepted. On hearing these words the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) kept quiet. Then after 
sometime another person passed by that way and the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) again 
enquired from him. What is your opinion about this man? 
Thereupon he said: O Messenger of Allah! He belongs to the 
poor Muha@jirin and if he intends to marry, he will be returned 
and if he intercedes, his intercession will be rejected and if he 
intends to say something, he will not be listened to. 
Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said; If this universe is full of such rich men, one 
poor is better than them. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) often said in supplication: O Allah let me live as miskin 
(poor man) and let me die as miskin (poor man) and let me be 
with them on the Day of Judgement. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her) said: O Allah’s Messenger! Why? 
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He said: Because they will enter Paradise before the rich 
persons. He then said: Do not send away any miskin (poor 
man) disappointed and give him something. may be half date. 
O ‘A’isha; Love the poor, Allah will love you. 


The poor amongst the emigrants came to the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: 
The possessors of great wealth have obtained the highest 
ranks and the lasting bliss. He said: How is that? They said: 
They pray as we pray, and they set slaves free but we do not 
set slaves free. Upon this the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Shall I not teach you 
something by which you will catch up on those who have 
preceded you, and get ahead of those who come after you, only 
those who do as you do being more excellent. They said: Yes, 
Messenger of Allah. He said: Extol Allah, decalre His 
Greatness, and praise Him thirty-three times after every 
prayer. The poor emigrants returned to the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) saying: Our 
brethren, the possessors of property have heard what we have 
done and they did the same. So the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: This is Allah’s Grace 
which He gives to whom He wishes. 


Regarding the Zakat which was collectd from the 
Muslims, it was ordered: s 


It should be collected from the rich men of every tribe or 


place. 


The companions acted upon this command so strictly 
that they did not send the Zakat collected from one city to the 
other city. 


As regards equality there is an incident. Once Hadrat 
Abū Bakar (may Allah be pleased with him) rebuked Hadrat 
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Salman and Bilal (may Allah be pleased with them) who were 
among the poor emigrants. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Have 
you not annoyed these people? Hearing this Hadrat Abū Bakr 
(may Allah be pleased with him) came to them and apologized 
and they forgave him. 


A woman lived in Awali. She became ill and there was no 
hope of her recovery. Her death was expected on that very 
day. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said to the people: When she dics, I shall say her funeral 
prayer. She should be buried thereafter. It happened that she 
breathed her last late in the night and when her dead body 
was brought, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was sleeping. The companions did not think it 
proper to give him trouble and she was buried at the night. In 
the morning, he enquired about her and he was apprised of 
the position. Hearing this, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stood up and went to her 
grave, accompanied by his companions, and said her funeral 
prayer. ` 


Hadrat Jarir reported that in the early hours of the 
morning we were sitting in the company of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when there came 
people. There condition was apparently so poor that they 
were wearing worn-out clothes and were barefooted and 
naked. Their swords were hung around their necks. Seeing 
them in this miserable state, the colour of the face of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
underwent a change. 


He then entered (his house) and came out and 
commanded Bilal (to pronounce Adhan). After the prayer he 
addressed them persuading the Muslims to help the poor and 
the needy persons. 
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Magnanimous Treatment With The Sworn 
Enemies 


Only a Prophet can accord such magnanimous treatment 
to the sworn and blood-thristy enemies. On the night of his 
. migration, the Quraish had planned to kill him early in the 
morning and they posted a band of assassins around his 
house. Thus they kept vigil all night long. Although the Holy’ 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was not in 
a position to resist them at that time; but a time came when 
he could strike off the neck of any person but everyone knows 
that he forgave even his deadliest enemies and granted 
general amnesty. 


On the day of migration, the Quraish set a price upon 
Muhammad’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
head. They declared that whoever would seize him would 
receive a hundred camels as reward. Suraqah was the first 
person who mounted a swift horse and went in pursuit of him 
and taking a spear in his hand came quite close to him. 


The repeated stumbling of Suraqah’s horse and his 
falling down gave him a warning against his evil design. His 
mind was changed. He approached the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and begged forgiveness in 
all humility. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be ` 
upon him) forgave him and confirmed it with a token written 
by Abū Bakar (may Ailah be pleased with him) on a piece of 
parchment. 


Eight years after this incident, he embraced Islam. On 
the conquest of Makka, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) did not say anything to him about this 
offence. l 


‘Umair b. Wahb was a staunch enemy of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). When the 
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Quraish were full of anger to take revenge for their persons 
who were killed in the battle of Badr, Safwan b. Umayya sent 
‘Umair to Madina promising to pay him a handsome reward to 
assassinate the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) stealthily. ‘Umair dipped his sword in poison and 
came to Madina. When he reached Madina the people 
suspected his evil designs. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with him) wanted to give hiin punishment; but the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
forbade him from this act. He (the Holy Prophet) asked 
‘Umair to sit beside him. He talked with him and told him as 
to why he had come, whereupon he was confounded; but the - 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did 
not say anything. Seeing this he embraced Islam and 
preached Islam in Makka. This incident relates to the 3rd 
Hijra. 


Once he was returning from a battle. He passed by 4 
plain. The sun was hot. The people spread out their beds 
under the shades of trees. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) also went to sleep under the 
_ shade of a tree and hung his sword to a branch. The infidels 
were on the look-out for an opportunity. 


All of a sudden, a bedouin came and took off the sword. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was startled to see a bedouin standing on the side of his head 
with an unsheathed sword in his hand. He (the bedouin) said; 
Muhammad, tell me who can save you now from me? He said: 
(It is) Allah. This impressive voice had its effect and he put 
his sword back into the sheath. In the meantime, his devoted 
companions came and he told them the story and did not say 
anything to the bedouin. Another person intended to kill him. ` 
The companions cought hold of him and brought him to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He 
trembled out of fear of him. The Holy Prophet (peace and 


- 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) said to him: Do not be afraid, 
even if you had intended to kill me, you could not do so. 


During the Treaty of Hudaibiya, a band of sixty men 
descended the mount of Tan‘im at dawn and tried to kill the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
stealthily. It happened so that these men were arrested; but 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
let them off without saying anything. The following verse of 
the Holy Qur’an alludes to this fact: And He it is Who hath 
withheld men’s hands from you, and hath withheld your 
hands from them, in the valley of Makka, after He had made 
you victors over them (victory). 


A Jewess put poison in the meal of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He felt the effect 
of the poison and called the Jews and inquired about it. They 
confessed the guilt; but he did not say anything. However, 
when the death of his companion occurred due to its effect, he 
inflicted the punishment of Qisas on her, but he suffered the 
effect of this poison till the end of his life. 


Wishing Well for the Enemies in Prayers 


It is natural for man to curse his enemy; but the status 
of Prophets is above common men. They prayed for the well- 
being of the persons who hurled abuses on them. They loved 
even their deadliest enemies. The atrocities which were 
perpetrated on the Muslims and on the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in Makka before 
Migration are sufficient to stir the hearts of even the most. 
hard-hearted persons. Kabbab b. Aratt, a companion of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked him to curse the enemies. Thereupon the face of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
became red (with anger). Once some persons said a similar 
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thing to him. He said: I have been sent as a mercy unto the 
worlds and not to curse. 


The Quraish confined him to a place for three years and 
did not allow even a grain of wheat to reach him. On account 
of their evil designs and mischiefs, Allah, the Almighty 
deprived them of His blessings and the city went into the grip 
of worst famine so that the people were contrained to eat 
bones and carcasses. Abu Sufyan came to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: Your 
people are dying. Pray to Allah to remove this calamity. He at 
once raised his hands in prayer and Allah relieved them of 
this suffering. In the battle of Uhud, the enemies flung stones 
at him, shot arrows, attacked with swords causing one of his 
teeth to fall, inflicted injuries on his forehead; but the shield 
on which he resisted their attacks was the following prayer: O 
Allah! guide my people (to the right) as they know not. 


The people of Ta’if hooted him through the streets in 
reponse to the call of Islam and refused to give him shelter. 
They pelted him with stones and blood flowed down upon his 
legs. The angel said to him: If he desired we cause the 
mountain to fall upon them. He said: No, perhaps any believer 
of Allah may born from their progeny. After ten or twelve 
years, the people of Ta'if answered the call to Islam by 
showering arrows at them killing a number of devoted 
Muslims. The companions of Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) asked him to invoke divine 
wrath on the foe. He raised his hands. The people thought 
that he would curse them. But he was a mercy for the worlds. 
How could he do that? Instead of cursing them, he prayed for 
them: O Lord! grant guidance to the tribe of Thaqif, and 
direct them on to me. The prayer was granted and before long 
these people embraced Islam voluntarily in the Masjid-i- 
Nabvi. The tribe of Daus lived in Yemen. Tufail b. ‘Amr was 
its chief. He was an earlier Muslim and preached Islam to the 
people of his tribe for long but they turned a deaf ear to it. At 
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last he came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and apprised him of the situation requesting 
him to invoke the curse of Allah upon them. When the people 
heard about this, they became sure of the destruction of Daus; 
but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), “mercy unto the worlds”, said the following prayer: O 
Lord! grant guidence to the people of Daus and direct them on 
to me. 


The mother of Abu Huraira was a polytheist. The 
preaching of Islam by Abū Huraira to her mother fell flat on 
her ears. Once when he was preaching Islam to her mother, 
she gave some derogatory remarks about the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He was so much 
aggrieved that he began to weep and came to Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in that state and 
related to him about this happening. He (the Holy Prophet) - 
prayed: O Allah! grant guidance to Abu Huraira’s (may Allah 

` be pleased with him) mother. He came back to his house 
happily and saw that the door was closed and his mother was 
taking bath. After the bath, she opened the door and recited 
the Kalima (There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is His 


Messenger). 


‘Abdullah b. Ubayy b. Salul was a great hypocrite. He 
never missed an opportunity to hatch secret plans and 
intrigues against the Muslims and hooted and disgraced them 
publicly. He had secret correspondence with the infidels. He 
left the Muslims and fled away from the battle-field along 
with his men during the battle of Uhud. As regards the event 
of Ifk, he was the first person to bring the allegation against 
Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). Despite this 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
granted him pardon on every occasion on account of his 
magnanimous nature and clemeney. When he died the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said his 
funeral prayer whereupon Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be 


ae 
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pleased with him) said: O Allah’s Messenger! You say his 
funeral prayer although he said this and this. Hearing this, he 
smiled and said; Get aside ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with 
him). When he insisted upon his words he (the Holy Prophet) 
said: If I had been given the discretion that he would be 
pardoned on saying his seventy funeral prayers I would have 
said more than these. 


Love and Affection for Children 


He was very kind to children. When he returned from a 
journey, he got mounted on his camel one of the children who 
met him on the way. He greeted them first. 


One day Khilid b. Sa‘id (may Allah be pleased with him) 
came to him. His small daughter was also with him. She was 
wearing shirt of red colour. The. Holy Prophet called her as 
Sanah, Sanah. In the Abyssinian lauguage, Hasanah is called 
Sanah; Since she was born in Abyssinia, the Holy Prophet 
called her Sanah according to the pronunciation of Abyssinian 


- language. The seal of Prophethood on the back of the Holy 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
prominent. It is the habit of the children that they are curious 
about new and strange things. She, therefore, began to play 
with it. Khalid (may Allah be pleased with him) rebuked her. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
forbade him and said: Let her play. 


Once he received some clothes wherein their was also a 
mantle of black colour having borders at its both ends. He 
said: To whom should I give this mantle? The people gave no 
answer. Thereupon he said bring Umm Khalid here. When 
she came, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) asked her to put on the mantle saying: Wear it till 
it becomes old. He showed to her the embroidery work done 
on it and said: I have heard so and so about it. As we have 
already said that Umm Khalid was born in Abyssinia and 
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remained there for many months. So the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) addressed her in the 
Abyssinian language. 


The stories of love between the mother and the child 
greatly moved his heart. Once an extremely poor woman 
came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) accompanied by her two small daughters. Hadrat 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) had nothing at that 
time; a date was lying on the ground and she picked it up and 
gave it to her. The woman divided it into two pieces and gave 
them each to his daughters. When the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) came in the house Hadrat 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) related to him the 
whole story whereupon he said: He whom Allah endows with 
the love of children and fulfils the right of that love will be 
immune from the fire of Hell. Hadrat Anas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) reported: I start the prayer and intend to 
prolong it. In the meantime, I hear the crying of a child from a 
side: I shorten my prayer thinking that his mother would be 


in trouble. - 


This love and affection was not restricted to the children 
of the Muslims only but it extended to the children of 
polythesits also. Once some of the children were killed in the 
thick of battle. He was aggrieved to know about it. Someone 
said: O Messenger -of Allah! They were the children of > 
polytheists. He replied: The children of polytheists are better 
than you. Beware of killing the children. Every mg being 
has been created on good nature me Aiah. 


Whenever any new fruit was sent to iar he gave it to 
the smallest child. He kissed and patted their checks. Once he 
kissed a child when a bedouin came. He said: You love your 
children. I have ten children; but I have never loved anyone. 
He (the Holy Prophet) said: If Allah has deprived your heart 
of mercy, what can I do. 
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Jabir b. Samura reported: I prayed along with Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) the 


` first prayer. He then went to his family and I also went along 


with him. When he met some children (on the way) he began 
to pat the cheeks of each of them. He also patted-my cheeks. 


At the time of Migration, when he reached Madina, 
small girls of Ansar came out with joy hymning songs. When 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
passed near them, he said: O girls! Do you love me. All of 
them said: Yes, O Messenger of Allah! He said: I love you too. 


Kindness to the servants 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was very kind to his servants. He used to say: These are 
your brothers so give them food which you eat and wear them 
what you wear. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) always freed the slaves which came in his 
possession; but they remembered his benevolent and 
generous treatment for ever and they considered it a great 
honour to serve him their whole life, leaving their parents, 
tribes and kith and kin. Zaid b. Haritha was his servant. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) set 
him free. His parents came to take him; but he preferred to 
stay with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and flatly refused to go with them. He loved 
Usama, the son of Zaid so dearly that he blew out his nose 
himself. i 


The slaves felt shame and humiliation to hear the word 
slave. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) did not like the use of the word which annoyed them. 
He, therefore, said: None of you should say: My bondman, my 
slave-girl, but say: My boy, my girl and the servant should not 
say: My Lord, for it is Allah, but should say: My chief. 
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Hadrat Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) was 
an earlier Muslim and he praised the truthfulness of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Abū 
Dharr, you are a person who still has (in him the remnants) of 
the days (of Ignorance). They (your servants and slaves) are 
your brothers. Allah has put them in your care, so feed them 
with what you eat, clothe them with what your wear, and do 
not burden them beyond their capacities; but if you burder 
them (with an unbearable burden) then help them or sell 


them. 


Abū Mas‘iid al-Ansari reported: When I was beating my 
servant I heard a voice behind me saying: Abu Mas‘ud, bear in 
mind, Allah has more dominance over you than you have upon 
him. I turned and (found him) to be Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). I said: Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be'upon him), I set him free for 
the sake of Allah. Thereupon he said: Had you not done that, 
(the gates) of Hell would have been opened for you, or the 
Fire would have burnt you. 


Once a person came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: O Messenger of 
Allah: How many times should I forgive the slaves? He (the 
Holy Prophet) remained silent. He again asked and the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not 
respond. He repeated the question for the third time. 
Thereupon he said: Seventy times daily. 


There were seven members of a family and had only one 
slave-girl. One of them slapped her. This news reached the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
he said: Set her free. They said: O Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him)! There is no other servant 
except she. Thereupon he said: Then employ her and when 
you can afford to dispense with her services then set her free. 


L RRS is os 
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A person had two servants. He was extemely annoyed 
with them. He beated and rebuked them, but all this was of 
no avail. He complained against them to the. Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and asked the 
remedy. He said: If the punishment inflicted by you is equal to 
their fault, then it does not matter, but Allah will not spare 
you for the extra punishment. Hearing this, he became 
worried and began to cry. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
- blessings of Allah be upon him) said: You do not read the Holy 
Qur’an. 


He said: It is better that I should set them free. Be 
witness from now onward that they are free. The people used 
to marry their slaves and when they desired they caused 
separation between the couple by force. Once a person 
married his slave to his sJave-girl and then tried to cause 
separation between them. The servant complained to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He 
delivered a sermon standing on the pulpit: Why do the people 
try to cause separation between the servants whereas the 
right to marry and divorce rests with the husbands. 


The result of this kind and benevolent treatment with 
the slaves was that the slaves of the disbelievers ran away 
from them and took refuge with the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and he set them free. When 
the spoils of war were distributed, the slaves also got their 
share therefrom. The newly freed slaves got their share first 
in view of the fact that they were financially tight. 


Treatment with Women 


The treatment of the people of this world with the 
weaker - sex (women) had always been humiliating and 
derogarory. ‘So in the biographies of great and renouned 
persons the aspect as to how did they live and behave with 
their women has been ignored, considering this detail to be 
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insignificant. Islam is the first religion of the world which 
recognized the rights of women by raising their honour and 
prestige and treated them on equal footing with men. In 
writing the biography of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) we would discuss his conduct 
and behaviour with reference to women. á l 


In the Tradition about Ila’ (temporary separation from 
wives) in Sahih Bukhari it has been said on the authority of 
Hadrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him): We the 
people of Quraish had domination over our wives but when 
we came to Madina we found that women were treated with 


respect as compared to us but they were not accorded the - - 


respect which they deserved. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) laid great stress on their 
rights and privileges. and. established their significance 
through his personal canduct and behaviour. There are-many 
such incidents, but here’ we shall mention some of them. 


There was a rush of men who visited the Holy Prophet 
‘(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Women were 
deprived of the right to listen to the speeches and instructions 
of the Holy.Prophet (peace and blessings- of Allah be upon 
him). They came to him and said: We cannot fully benefit 
from your teachings as men. A day may therefore, be set apart 
for us (for imparting knowledge). The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) conceded their request 
and fixed a day specially for them. 


One among the people who migrated to Abyssinia in the 
early days of Islam was Asma’ bint ‘Umais. When Khaibar had 
been conquered and the. immigrants of Abyssinia came to 
Madina, Asma’ bint ‘Umair also came with them. She visited . 
Hafsa. ‘Umar (may Allah be‘pleased with him) was also sitting 
with her (Hafsa). As ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
saw Asma’ he said: Who is she? She (Hafsa) said: She is Asma’, 
daughter of ‘Umais. He said: She is an Abyssinian and a sea- 
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women. Asma’ said: Yes it is so. Thereupon ‘Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with him) said: We preceded you in migration and 


` so we -have more right to Allah’s Messenger (peace. and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) as compared with you. At this 


she felt arinoyed and said: ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with 
him) you are not stating the fact; by Allah, you had the 
privilege of heing in thé company of the Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) who fed the hungry among 


` you and instructed the ignorant among you, whereas we had - 


been far in the land of Abyssinia among the enemies in 
constant trouble and dread and I shall talk about it to Allah’s 
Messenger {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) so, 
when he came, she said: Allah’s Messenger, ‘Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with” him) says so and so. Upon this Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
His right is not more than yours, for him and his companions 
is one migration, but for you, for the people of the nonii there 
are two PAREA; Í : ~ 

When this news reached, the beiget of Abyssinia 
came to Asma’ and asked her to repeat this Hadith again and 
again She said: There was nothing more pleasing and more 
significant for them than these words of the Holy Prophet 
peace and Reeves gh Allah be upon him). 


s` z 


The Holy Profit Misie and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to visit Umm Haram (the sister of.his foster- 
mother) at Quba’. She entertained him with food and then sat 
down to rub his head gently, (so that he Might go to sleep). 


Umm Sulaim. reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited her house and 
(took rest) and she spread a piece of cloth for him and he had 
a siesta on it. And He sweated profusely and she collected his 
sweat and put it as a perfume in A bottle. 
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Anas b. Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that his grandmother Mulaika, invited the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to a dinner which 
she had prepared. He (the Holy Prophet) ate out of that and 
then said: Stand up so that I should observe prayer (in order 
to bless) you. Anas b. Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said: ] stood on a mat which had turned dark on account of its 
long use. I sprinkled water over it (in order to soften it) and 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) stood upon it and I and an orphan formed a row behind 
him (the Holy Prophet) and the old woman was behind us, 
and the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) led us in two rak‘ahs of prayer and then went back. 


Hadrat Asma’, the daughter of Abū Bakr (may Allah be 
pleased with him) was married with Hadrat Zubair. When she 
came to Madina, Hadrat Zubair did not possess anything 
except a horse. Hadrat Asma’ therefore, brought grass from 
the jungle and cooked the food herself.:She collected and 
carricd on her head, the dates of palm from the land which 
the Holy Propohet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had givn them and which was at the distance of two miles 
from Madina. Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) saw him carrying the dates. He (the Holy 
Prophet) was riding a camel. He seated his camel in order 
that Asma’ may ride; but she felt shy and hesitated to ride. 
When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) saw this, he left her and went on without saying 
anything. Asma’ reported: Abii Bakr (may Allah be pleased 
with him) then sent a servant to look after the horse. I 
considered it a blessings and felt as if I have been relieved of a 
burden. 


Once some women were busy in talking with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
raising their voices above his voice. When ‘Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with him) sought permission they stood ur and 
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went hurriedly behind thé curtain. Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave him permission 
smilingly. Thereupon ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said: May Allah keep you happy all your life. Then Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: I 
wonder at these women who were with me and no sooner did 
they hear your voice, they immediately went behind the 
curtain. Then ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
addressing the women said: O Ye enemies of yourselves, do 
you fear me and fear not the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him)? They said: Yes, you are harsh 
and strict as compared the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). 


Once he was sleeping in ‘A’isha’s (Allah be pleased with 
her) house covering his head and face. It was the day of ‘Id 
and the girls were singing. Hladrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be 
pleased with him) came and rebuked them. Thereupon, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Let them sing, it is the day of their ‘Id. 


Women used to ask him questions boldly and 
unhesitatingly and the companions wondered at their 
intrepidity; but the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was not annoyed. As women are, by their 
nature, delicate and tender-hearted, he attended them with 


' special care. 


In one of the journeys he (the Holy Prophet) had his 
black salve who was called Anjasha along with him. He goaded 
the camel by singing the songs of a camel driver. Thereupon 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: Anjasha, drive slowly as you are driving glass vessels 
(women). 


Mercy Upon Animals 


He was very kind and merciful to animals. He put an end 
to the age long tyrannical treatment done to this dumb 
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creation. He prohibited the practice of. wearing necklace 
round the necks of camels or animals: He forbade to cut out 
the. flesh of living animals in order to cook and eat it. He - 
forbade to cut the tail and mane of the animal saying: that 
they serve as fan and quilt for them. He disallowed to keep 
the animals standing long tied up in saddles and reins etc., 
and said: Do not. use them as seats and chairs. He forbade the 
play of fight between ‘animals. Another cruel practice was to 
tie an animal and shoot an arrow at it to become a good shot. 
He strictly forbade this cruel act. 


Once the Holy Phere aaa and ee of Allah be. 
upon him) saw an ass which had been cauterised on the- face, 
whereupon he said: Allah has cursed one who has cautcrised it 
(on the face). If there is a necessity to cauterise camels and 
goats etc., cauterise them on the part at a distance not so 
delicate as the face. Anas'(may Allah be pleased with him) 
reported: We went to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) as he was in the fold. and he was 
cauterising the animals of the flock and I think (he was | 
cauterising them) on the cars. | . a 

Once he was on a journey. On the way the people halted 
at a place where a bird had laid an egg. One ọf the persons 
picked up that egg and a sparrow was fluttering her wings in 
confusion. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) enquired: Who has tortured the bird by snatching its 
egg. That person said: It is I who has done this. He (the Holy 
Prophet) said: Place this egg whence you have taken it. 


Once day a companion came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). He was holding in his 
hand the off-springs of some bird which he had covered with a 
sheet. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) enquired about them. He said: I heard the voice in a 
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bush. When I reached there I saw these off-springs. I took 
them out. When the mother bird saw this, she began to hover 
over my head. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Go and put these 
birds again at the place from where you have taken. 


Once he saw a camel on the way. There was hardly any 
difference between its back and belly due to extreme hunger. 
He (the Holy Prophet) said: Fear Allah concerning this dumb 
creation. Once he went to the garden of an Ansar. There he 
saw a lean and hungry camel. It cried to see him. He (the Holy 
Prophet) patted him and asked the name of its master. He 
was told that it belonged to an Ansar. He said: Don’t you fear 
Allah concerning this animal. 


Universal Love And Mercy 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had been sent as a blessing for the universe. 


It has been said in the Holy Qur’an: 


We send thee not save as a mercy for the peoples. 
l (21 : 107 ʻ 


You have read many incidents of politeness, clemency 
forgiveness and benevolence of the Holy Prophet (peace and 


. blessings of Allah be upon him) In this gentle treatment, he 


made no distinction between the friend and the enemy, the 
Muslims and the non-Muslims, the young and the ld, the 
master and the servant, the male and the female and man and 
animal. Once’ a person requested to invoke curse upon 
someone. He flew into rage and said: I have not been sent to 
curse: but I have been sent as mercy unto the worlds. He gave 


message to the world: 


- 


. Do not bear mutual rancour nor be jealous nor turn you 
faces away from one another. O servants of Allah, become 
brothers of one another. In another Hadith it has been said: 
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Love for the people that you love for yourself so that you 
become Muslim. 


None of you has faith unless he loves for people what he 
loves for himself and unless a person loves (others) but for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted. 


A person came to the Masjid-i-Nabvi and prayed: O 
Allah, Forgive me and Muhammad. He (the Holy Prophet) 
said: You have limited the mercy of Allah. In Hadith it has 


been reported: 


An Arab came to the Masjid-i-Nabvi and observed his 
prayer behind the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). When he finished his prayer, he rode his camel 
saying: O Allah! Send mercy on me and on Muhammad and 
none else. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) addressed his companions: Tell whether he has 
gone astray more or his camel i.e., he disapproved this sort of 
prayer. 


Kind-Heartedness 


- The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was very kind-hearted and compassionate. Malik b. 
Huwairith, the member of an envoy who stayed with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in the 
Masjid-i-Nabvi for twenty days reported: was very kind and 
compassionate. 


When Hadrat Zainab’s daughter was about to die she 
informed him that her daughter was dying and that he must 
come. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) went accompanied by S‘ad b. ‘Ubada, Mu‘adh b. Jabal 
and Ubayy b. Ka‘b. Zaid b. Tabit also went along with them. 
The child was lifted to him. He was restless and breathing his 
last. His (Prophet’s) eyes welled up with tears. Sa‘d said: 
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What is this? He replied: This is compassion which Allah has 
placed in the hearts of his servants and Allah shows 
compassion only those of His servants who are compassionate. 


When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) returned to Madina after the battle of Uhud, the 
whole city was mourning their martyrs and their wailing and 
lamentation was heard in every house. The women were alse 
lamenting in the memory of their dear ones; but there was 
none to mourn the death of Hamza (may Allah be pleased 


` with him). Overwhelmed with grief the words that there was 


none to mourn the loss of Hamza (may Allah he pleased with 
him) escaped his lips. 


A companion related the story of the age of Ignorance. I 
had a small daughter. It was a custom among the Arabs to kill 
their female babies. I also pushed my living daughter in the 
ditch and I began to cover it with earth and clay. She went on 
crying: O my father, O my father, but I went on throwing the 
clods of clay and levelled the ground. Hearing this pathetic 
tale of stone-heartedness, tears rolled down his eyes and he 
said: Repeat this story and the companion repeated it. 
Thereupon he could not control his tears and wept so much 
that his face and beard became wet. 


‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) was brought as 
prisoner of the battle of Badr. His hands and feet were tied up 
and he was groaning with pain which was reaching the 
Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ears 
again and again; but he did not untie his hands due to the fear 
what the people would think about him, if he showed 
partiality in the matter of dealing with a relative. He 


- however, did not have a wink of sleep and turned his sides in a 


state of restlessness. The people understood the cause of his 
worry and loosened the knots whereupon the pain and 
inconvience of ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) was 
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alleviated and the Holy Prophet (peace and ies of Allah 
be upon him) went to sleep. 


Praying, Visiting the Patients and 
Sympathizing 


He made no distinction between the friends and the foes 
and the believers and disbelievers etc. in visiting and 
enquiring after the health of the patients. It has been 
mentioned in Sunan Nisa’i that the best thing in the sight of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was to enquire after the health of a patient. It has been 
mentioned in Bukhari, Abu Dawud etc. that a Jew slave was 
at the point of death and the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) visited him to enquire after 
his health. N 


When ‘Abdullah b. Thabit became ill and was in a state 
of swoon, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) visited him. He called him but he was unconscious 

` and could not repond. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Alas! Abū 
Rabi‘ I have no power over you. Hearing this, the women 
began to cry and lament. The people asked them not to weep. 
He (the Holy Prophet) said: Let them weep. Of course, one 
should not weep after death. ‘Abdullah b. Thabit’s daughter 
said: I had a hope that he would die as a martyr as he was 
preparing for proceeding on. Jihad. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: He has got the 
reward for his intention. Hadrat Jabir (may Allah be pleased 
with him) become ill. Although his house was at a distance, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to visit him on foot. Once he fell ill and the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went to enquire 
after his health alongwith Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased 
with him). He was in a state of swoon. He sent for water and 
performed ablution and sprinkled the rest of water on his 
face. Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) regained his 


~ 


n ae _ 


351 


consciousness and said: O Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) whom should I bequeath my 
inheritance. Thereupon the follwoing verse of the Holy 
Qur’an was revealed: Allah chargeth you-cencerning your 
children. (4:11) 


Once a person fell ill. He went to visit and enquire after 
his health several times. When he died, the people did not 
want to give him the trouble to come in the darkness of night. 
They, therefore, buried him. When it was morning and he was 
aware of it, he complained about it to them and visited the ` 
grave and said his funeral prayer. _ 


‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr died as martyr the battle of Uhud and 
the enemies had mutilated his hands and foot. When his 
deadbody was brought before the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon‘him) covered with a sheet of cloth, 


- his son, ‘Jabir came and wanted to lift the sheet and see him 


overhelmed with sentiments of love and affection and the 
people did not allow him do so. He again stretched out his 
hand, but the people again stopped him. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not want to 
injuré his paternal sentiments and said that the sheet be 
lifted. As soon as it was raised, his sister began to cry loudly. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said: You ought not weep as the angels have taken him away 
under the shadow of their wings. i i 


Once Sa‘d b. ‘Ubada became ill. The Messenger of Allah 
came to visit him.. The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) wept to see him. When the 
people saw Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) weeping, they also began to weep. A dark- 
complexioned women (or a youth) used to sweep the mosque. 
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) missed her (or him) and enquired about her (or him). 
The people told him that she (or he) had died. He asked why 
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did they not inform him. It appears as if they had treated her 
(or him) as of little account. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Lead 
me to her (or his) grave. They led him to that place and he 
said prayer over her (or him). 


The Holy Propeht (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) stood up on secing a bier. He said: whenever you see a 
funeral procession, stand up for that until it moves away. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was very kind-hearted and full of compassion. He was 
especially aggrieved at the loss of his relatives; but despite 
this shock he did not like crying and lamenting. He was told 
that Ja‘far (brother of ‘Ali) whom he loved very dearly had 
been killed. He sat down showing signs of grief when a man 
came to him and mentioned that Ja‘far’s women were 
lamenting. He (the Holy Prophet) commanded him to go and 
forbid them (to do so) so he went away but came back and told 
(him) that they did not obey him. He commanded him a 
second time to go and forbid them (to do so). He again went 
but came back to him and said: I swear by God, Messenger of 
Allah, that they have overpowered us. She (‘A’isha) said: She 
thought the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) had told her to throw dust in their mouths. 


Cheerful Disposition 


Sometimes he had a humourous talk. One day he 
addressed Anas as: O possessor of two ears! on account of his 
being very obedient and submissive and ready to listen and 
obey. The name of the younger brother of Anas was Abu 
‘Umair. He was of tender age and had a wagtail. By chance it 
died. When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) saw him aggrieved, he said: O Abi Umair, what 
has your wagtail done? 
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A person came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and said: Give me a riding animal. He 
said: I will give you an offspring of a she-camcel. He said: What 
will I do with the offspring. He replied: Is there any such 
camel which is not the offspring of a she-camel. An old woman 
came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and said: Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 


- Allah be upon him), pray for me that I may go to Pradise. He 


(the Holy Prophet) said: Old women will not go to Paradise. 
She was deeply shocked and went back weeping. He said to 
his companions: Tell her that old women will go to Paradise; 
but they will be turned young. 

A bedouin companion Zahir used to send articles of 
metal to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) as gift. Once he came to the city and was selling 
the things which he had bought from the village. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and_blessings of Allah be upon him) happened 
to pass there. He went behind him and caught hold of him. He 
said: Who is there let me go. When he turned his face, lo! it 
was the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). He further drew back till he was close to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He (the 
Holy Prophet) said: Is there anyone who wants to buy this 
slave? He said: O Allah’s Messenger! whosoever buys the slave 
like me will suffer a loss. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Your 
price is great in the sight of Allah. 


A person came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and told him that his brother was 
suffering from indigestion. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Give 
him honey. He again came and said: We gave him honey, but 
he has not been cured. He (the Holy Prophet) again said: Give 
him honey. He came for the third time and the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked him to do 
the same. When he came for the fourth time, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
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Allah is truthful (honey cures), but the belly of your brother 
lies. Go and give him honey. When honey was given to him 
this time, he felt relief. His stomach was badly upset when it 
was completely purged, he got recovered. 


Love of Children 


He loved, the children very dearly. Whenever he ` 
proceeded on a journey he used to visit Fatimah last of all and 
when he came back from the journey the first person to see 
him was Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with her). Once when 
he was on an expedition, Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with 
` her) got silver bangles for both her sons and hung curtains on 
the doors. When the’ Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) came back from the journey, he did not 
came to Fatimah’s house as he used to do. She understood 
and tore off the curtains at once and took off the bangles from 
the hands of her sons. They came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) weeping. He took their 
bangles and sent them to the bazaar in order to bring the 
bangles of ivory in lieu thereof. 


7 


_ When Fātimah (may Allah be pleased with her) came to 
him, he (the Holy Prophet), stood up, kissed her forehead and 
left his seat to her. Abū Qatada reported: I saw the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) saying the 
prayer iń'the mosque carrying ‘Umama, daughter of Zainab, 
daughter of Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) on his shoulder. When hē stood up, he took her up 
and when he prostrated he put her down and thus he finished 


the prayer. 


Abu Huraira reported that al-Aqra‘ Habis saw Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) kissing 
Hasan. He said: I have ten children, but I have never kissed 
anyone of them, whereupon Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) said: He who does not show 
mercy towards his children, no mercy would be shown to him. 

-Anas b. Malik reported: I have never seen anyone more 
kind to one’s family than: AJlah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of. Allah be upon him). Ibrahim was sent to the 
suburb of Madina at a distance of three or four miles for 
suckling. He used to go there on foot to see the child. He 
entered the house and it was filled with smoke (as his foster- 
father was a black-smith). He took him (his son Ibrahim) and 
kissed him and then came back. 

He loved Husnain (Hasan and Husain) very dearly and 

used to say. They are my bouquets. When he went to the 
house of Fatimah, he said: Bring my children. She brought 
them and he kissed and embraced them. 
One day he was delivering a sermon in the mosque when 
Hasan ‘and Husain came dressed in red clothes. They could 
not walk firmly and staggered on account of their tender age. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
could not control his sentiments of love. He descended from 
the pulpit, took them in his lap and seated them in front of 
him. He said: Allah has rightly said: 7 7 


r 
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And Know that your possessions and your children are a 
test - (8:28) 


He used to say: Husain belongs to me and I belong to 
Husain. O Allah, I love him; love him Thou and love one who 
loves him. . a po R 


Once Hasan b. ‘Ali was upon the shoulders of Allah’s 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). . 
Someone said: What a riding! He (the Holy Prophet) said: And ` 
what about the rider? Once Hasan (or Husain) was standing 
placing his feet on the Holy Prophet’s feet. He (the Holy 
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Prophet) said: Come on and he kissed him and said: O Allah, I 
love him, love him Thou too. 


Once day he (the Holy Prophet) was going on an 
invitation. On the way he saw Husain playing. The stretched 
out his hands and Husain came running and passed near him 
laughing. At last the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) caught hold of him. He placed his one - 
hand on the chin and the other on his head and embraced 
him. Then he said: Husain belongs to me and I belong to 
Husain. 


He (the Holy Prophet) aften took Husain in his lap 
kissed his lips and said: O Allah, I love him, and love one who 


loves him. 


When his son-in-law, the husband of Zainab was taken as 
` prisoner in the battle of Badr and he could not pay ransom, he 
sent a message to his famiiy. Zainab sent her necklace, the 
one which Khadija had given to him as dowry. When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) looked at 
the necklance, he became worried and tears rolled down his 
eyes. Then he said to his companions: If you agree I may send 
this necklace to Zainab. All of them agreed. 


Zainab had a small daughter whose name was Umama. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
loved her dearly. He (the Holy Prophet) carried her on his 
shoulders when he said the prayer. When he stood up he took 
her up and when he bowed for Ruki‘ and prostrated, he put 
her down. According to Ibn Qayyim, she might get on the 
Prophet’s shoulders of her own accord and he did not forbid 
her. 


When Zainab’s daughter was about to die, she informed 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
that her daughter was dying and that he must come. He went 
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and the child was lifted to him. He was in the agony of death 
and was extremely restless. His (Prophet's) eyes welled up 
with tears Sa'd said: What is this? He replied: This is 
compassion which Allah has placed in the hearts of his 
servants. o 


At the death of his son, the Holy Prophet’s (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) eyes were filled up with tears 
and he said: We grieve for the child; the eye runneth down 
with tears, and the heart swelleth in wardly; yet we say not 
aught that would offend our Lord. This love and affection was 
not for the members of his family only; but he loved all the 
children dearly. 


Prophet's life with his sacred wives 


Hadrat Khadija (may Allah be pleased with 
her) 


Her genealogy is as follows: Khadija bint Khuwailid bin 
Asad bin ‘Abd ul-‘Uzza bin Qasa, wherefrom her genealogy 
relates to that of the Holy Prophet. Before the Prophethood 
of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) she 
was known as Tahira. The name of her mother was Fatimah 
bint Zahidah. His father was held in high esteem in his tribe. 
He settled in Makka and strengthened his ties of relationship 
with Bani ‘Abdul Dar. He married Fatimah bint Zahidah who 
was from ‘Amir b. Lu‘ayy. She gave birth to Khadija (may 
Allah be pleased with her) Fatimah bint Zahida was first 
married with Abu Hala b. Zarah Tamimi and gave birth to two 
sons, Hind and Harith. After the death of Abu Hala she was 
married to ‘Atiq b. ‘Ayidh Makhzumi and gave birth to a 
daughter, named Hind. Hadrat Khadija (may Allah be pleased 
with her) was therefore, known as Umm-i-Ilind. Hind 
embraced Islam. The detailed information about the face, 
complexion and appearance of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has been given by ‘Atiq. He 
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was a very eloquent speaker. He participated with ‘Ali (may 
Allah be pleased with him) in the battle of Jamal and died as 
martyr. After the death of ‘Atiq, Hadrat Khadija was married 
with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). She bore the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) six children; two sons died in infancy and 
four daughters. Hadrat Fatimah, Hadrat Zainab, Hadrat 
Ruqayya, Hadrat Umm-i-Kalthum (may Allah be pleased with 
them). The detailed events of their lives will be described in 
the next pages. Hadrat Khadija (may Allah be pleased with 
her) had a sister named Hala. She survived after her death. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
loved Khadija (may Allah be pleased with her) intensely. She 
was forty years of age at the time of her marriage with the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who 
was twenty-five at that time; but he did not marry any other 
woman till her death. 


‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported: Never 
did I feel jealous of the wives of Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) but in the case of Khadija 
although I did not see her. Whenever Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) slaughtered a 
sheep, he said: Send it to the companions of Khadija. I 
annoyed him one day and said: (It is) Khadija only who always 
prevails upon your mind. Thereupon Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Her love had been 
nurtured in my heart by Allah Himself, 

‘Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that 
Hala b. Khuwailid (sister of Khadija) sought permission from 
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
to see him and he was reminded of Khadija’s (manner of) 
asking leave to enter and (was overhelmed) with emotion 
thereby and said: O Allah, it is Hala, daughter of Khuwailid, 
and I felt jealous and said: Why do you remember one of those 
old women of the Quraish who is long dead, while Allah has - 
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given you a better one in her stead. In Istiab it has been 
mentioned that Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said in reply: When the people disbelieved 
me, she affirmed her belief in the sincerity of Islam and when 
there was none to support me, she offered me help and 
support. 


: Hadrat Sauda bint Zam‘ah (may Allah be 
pleased with her) ‘ 


Among the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), Hadrat Sauda (may Allah be 
pleased with her) held an excellent position in so for as she 
was the first to marry the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) after the death of Khadija (may Allah 
be pleased with her). She embraced Islam in the beginning of 
Prophethood. She had, therefore, the privilege of being one of 
the earliest Muslims. She was first married to Sakran b. ‘Amr 
and she embraced Islam along with her husband and migrated 
to Abyssinia (for the second time). She came back to Makka 
after staying in Abyssinia for long and Sakran died after a few 
days of his return. He left behind a son named ‘Abdul Rahman 
who died as a martyr in the battle of Jalula. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was very sad and dejected due to the death of Hadrat 
Khadija (may Allah be pleased with her). Seeing him in such a 
state Khaula bint Hakim said: You seem to be in need of a 
companion and a consoler. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) replied: Yes, the management 
of the house and children so for rested with Khadija (may 
Allah be pleased with her). So she went to Sauda’s father with 
the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
permission and conveyed to him greetings in the style of the 
pagan Arabs and then gave the message of marriage. He 
replied: No doubt Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) is a noble man; but I would like to consult Sauda 
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also. When all the matters were settled, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went to Sauda’s 
house. Sauda’s father read out’ the Nikah. Four hundred 
dirhams . were fixed as dower. After the marriage when 
‘Abdullah bin Zamah (Sauda’s brother) who was then a 
disbeliever came to know of it, he threw dust on his head 
exclaiming: Woe to me, what has happened! Later on when he 
embraced Islam, he always repented of this foolishness. 


The dates of Hadrat Sauda’s and Hadrat ‘A’isha’s (may 
Allah be pleased with them) marriages fall nearer to each 
other. So the historian differ regarding the dates of their 
marriages as to which one took place earlier. According to Ibn 
Ishaq, Sauda’s marriage took place first and according to 
‘Abdullah bin Muhammad bin ‘Aqil, ‘A’isha’s marriage took 
place first 


Appearance. 


Hadrat Sauda (may Allah be pleased with her) was tall 
and bulky and could not walk fastly. At the time of Hajjat-ul- 
Wada‘ she therefore sought permission to proceed first so as 
to avoid going in the rush of people. 


Character and Habits 


Out of the most outstanding characteristic features of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was his hospitality and generosity and these virtues had their 
impact on the lives of his illustrious companions who had the 
privilege to remain in his secred company. Hadrat Sauda (may 
Allah be pleased with her) excelled the other wives in these 
virtues except ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). Once 
Hadrst ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) sent to her a 
bag. She enquired: What is in it? He replied: Dirhams. She 
said: Are Dirhams also sent in a bag of dates and then she 
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distributed al! of them. She was also ahead of other wives in 
obedience and in making sacrifice. 


Narrator of Ahadith 


Only five Ahadith have been narrated by her out which 
one hadith is in Bukhāri. Out of the companions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), Hadrat 
‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas and Yahya b. ‘Abdur Rahman b. As‘ad b. 
Zarah are the narrators. 

- Before the reyelation of the verse, Hijab the Arab 
women went to the-desert to answer the call of nature 
according to the ancient Arab custom. Hadrat ‘Untar (may 
Allah be pleased with him) disapproved this practice. He used 
to impress upon the Holy Prophet. (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) the need of keeping the women under veil; 
but the command regarding veil had not yet been revealed. 
One day Hadrat Sauda was going to the descrt to answer the 
call of nature. As she was quite a tall woman, Hadrat Umar — 
(may Allah be pleased with him) recognized her. Hadrat Umar - 
(may Allah be pleased with him) did not like that the wives of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
should go out. He said to Sauda. I have recognized you. She 
(Sauda) got extremely offended, went to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and complained 
against Umar (may Allah be pleased with him). Immediately 
after this incident, the verse, Hijab was revealed. 


Death 


There is a difference regarding her death. According to 
Wagqidi she died in 53rd Hijra in the caliphate of Amir 
Muawiya. Ibn Hajar says that she died in the 55th Hijra. 
According to Imam Bukhari, she died during the caliphate of 
Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be upon him) has mentioned in 
Tarikh-i-Kabir that she died during the last days of the 
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caliphate of Hadrat Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
died in 23rd Hijra: Therefore, the period of his death would be 
22nd Hijra. This tradition is most authentic according to 
Khamis. 


Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) . 


Her name was ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). 
Although she had no children, she was known as Umm.-i- 
‘Abdullah on account of her nephew, ‘Abdullah b. Zubair. Her 
mother’s name was Zainab whose Kunya was Umm-i-Ruman. 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) was born after four 
years of Prophethood. In the tenth year of his mission, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
engaged to ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her), but the 
consummation of this marriage did not take place till some 
years afterwards at Madina. After the death of Khadija (may 
Allah be pleased with her) Khaula bint Hakim gave the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) the 
proposal of his marriage with ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased 
with her). He (the Holy Prophet) gave his consent. Khaula 
conveyed this message to Umma-i-Ruman who conveyed it to 
Hadrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him). He said: I 
have already given my words to Jubair b. Mut‘im and I have 
never backed out; but Mut‘im himself refused to marry ‘A’isha - 
(may Allah be pleased with her) on the plea that if she was 
married to him, Islam would enter his house. However, 
Hadrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) married 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) through Khaula 
and four hundred dirhams were fixed as dower but: ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) has reported in Sahih Muslim 
_ that the amount of the dower of the wives of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was fixed 
at five hundred dirhams. 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) stayed in Makka for three years after the Nikah. When 
he migrated to Madina in the 13th Hijra, Abu Bakr (may Allah 
be pleased with him) also migratd with him. They had lect 
their families in Makka. When the situation became 
somewhat better and peaceful in Madina, Abu Bakr sent 
‘Abdullah b. Arqat to bring Umm-i-Ruman, Asma’ and ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) and the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent Zaid b. Harith and 
Abu Rafi‘ (may Allah be pleased with them) to bring Fatima, 
Umm.-i-Qalthtim and Sauda. On reaching Madina ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her) suffered from a high fever and her 
hair fell due to severity of illness. When she recovered Umm- 
i-Ruman thought of performing the nuptial ceremony. ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) was then nine years old. She 
was playing at the swing with her play-mates when Umm-i- 
Ruman called her. She went to her mother who washed her 
face and set her hair. The women of Ansar were already 
waiting. As soon as ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) 
stepped in; all of them greeted her. After sometime the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came in. 
The Nikah took place in the month of Shawwal. As plague had 
broken in the ancient time in the month of Shawwal, the 
Arabs did not marry in this month. This marriage took place 
in this month and thus it struck at the very root of this wrong 
notion and superstition. . 


Death 


Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) lived 
with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) for nine years and at her death, his (Holy Prophet’s) age 
was eighteen years. She lived for about forty-eight years after 
the death of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and at the time of his (Holy Prophet’s) death her 
age was sixty-seven years. According to her will, she was 
buried in Jannat-ul-Baqi‘ during the night. Qasim b. 
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Muhammad, ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abdur Rahman, ‘Abdullah b. Abi 
‘Atiq, ‘Urwa b. Zubair and ‘Abdullah b. Zubair lowered her 
with the grave. Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him) 
had been appointed by Marwan bin Hakam as the ruler of 
Madina. He, therefore, said her funeral prayer Hadrat ‘Aisha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) holds a prominent position in 
knowledge. She used to issue verdicts in the days of Hadrat 
Abi Bakr, Hadrat ‘Umar and Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah be 
pleased with them). The critical review which she has done on 
the writings of the great companions have been compiled in a 
journal by ‘Allama Sayūti. She has reported 2210 Ahadith; out 
of which Muhaddithin have agreed upon 174 Ahadith’ Imam 
Bukhari has mentioned 54 Ahadith as reported by ‘A’isha - 
(may Allah be pleased with her) alone whereas Imam Muslim 
has mentioned 68 Ahadith where reporter is “‘A’isha ‘alone. 
Some people are of the view that one-fourth of the, Ahadith 
relating to the Shari‘ah have been reported by her. It has 
been reported in Jami‘ Tirmidhi: It never happened that the 
companions of. Muhammad (peace and blessings of ‘Aflah be 
upon him) had asked ‘A’ isha (may Allah be pleased with her) a 
difficult matter and she had not.given any knowledge’ about it. 
Her pupils are reported to have said: We have never seen a 
person more eloquent in speech than ‘A’ isha’ (may Allah .be 
pleased with her). For the knowledge. of the Qur’an and 
Ahadith and in the ‘field of literature, Fiqa, poetry, history 
genealogy she was a great scholar. She has written’ on the 
various intricate issues of ‘religion. She had memorized the 
eulogies of renowned poets and a large number of verses 
which she used to recite on proper occasions. Hakim and Ibn 
Sa‘d have mentioned about ‘it in detail in Mustadrak ` and 
Tabaqat, and Masnad Ibn Hanbal also speaks highly of her 
excellence in the field of knowledge and literature. - 


Hadrat Hafsa (may Allah be pleased with her) 


Hadrat Hafsa (may Allah be pleased with her) was the 
daughter of Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him). 
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Her mother’s name was Zainab bint Maz‘un. Hadrat Hafsa 
(may Allah be pleased with her) was born five year before 
Prophethood when the Quraish were building the Ka‘bah. 
She was first married to Khunais b. Hudhaifa and migrated to 
Madina along with her husband. Khunais got severe injuries 
in the battle of Badr and later on succumbed to these injuries. 
He had'no children from Hafsa. After ‘Iddat, Hadrat ‘Umar 
(may Allah be pleased with him) wanted to get her settled. 
Hadrat Ruqayya (may Allah be pleased with her) had since 
died, so he (‘Umar) approached Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah 
be pleased with him) and conveyed his desire to marry Hafsa 
(may Allah be pleased with her) with him. He promised to 
ponder over the matter. Then Hadrat. ‘Umar (may Allah be 
ene with him) talked to Hadrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who also did not respond. Hadrat ‘Umar 
(may Allah be pleased with him) felt this indifferent attitude 
of Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) very much. 
Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) himself conveyed his desire to marry Hafsa (may Allah 
be pleased with her) and ‘so, she was married to him. When 
Hadrat Abu, Bakr met Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased 
with them) he told him that he must have been offended at 
his indifferent attitude but the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be’ upon him) had expressed his desire to 
marry Hafsa and I did not want to disclose it. Hadrat Hafsa 
(may Allah be pleased with her) was susceptible to anger. It 
. has mentioned in Sahih Bukhari that as regards the incident 
of ‘Ta, Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 
We cared little for women in the times of Ignorance. Once my 
wife argued about a‘certain matter. I said: Who are you to 
advise me? She replied: Ibn Khattab! You cannot tolerate even 
an ordinary thing, whereas your daughter exchanges words 
with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) who remains worried on this account for the whole day. I 
got up and went to Hafsa (may Allah be pleased with her). I 
said: Daughter, I have heard that you exchange words with 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
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She replied: Yes I do. I said: I warn you against punishment 

from Allah. You should not compete with ‘A’isha (may Allah 

be pleased with her) who has through her virtues won the 

heart of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him). It has been mentioned in. Tirimidhi that. once 

when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him) came, he saw Hadrat Safiyya weeping. He enquired from 

her the cause of weeping. She replied that Hafsa has said to 

me: You are the daughter of a Jew. Thereupon the Holy 

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: your 

father was Prophet Harun and your uncle was Prophet Moses 

(peace be upon them) and Your husband is Prophet 

Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hira). How 

can Hafsa be superior to you? Once Hadrat ‘A’isha asd Hadrat 

Hafsa (may Allah be pleased with them) said to Hadrat 

Safiyya: We are more respectable than you being nearer to 

the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 

in relationship. We are his wives and cousions. Hadrat Safiyya 
took it ill and complained about it to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). He (the Holy Prophet) 
said: Why did not you say that you cannot be more respectable 
than me because my husband is Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), my father was Harun and my 
Uncle was Moses (peace be upon them). 


Hadrat ‘A’isha and Hadrat Hafsa (may Allah be pleased 
with them) were the daughters of Hadrat Abu Bakr and 
Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them) and were 
therefore, both, nearer to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), so were they attached to each 
other more than the other wives of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). Sometimes, however, 
they gave vent to their feelings of jealously against each 
other. Once both of them were on a journey along with the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
During the night Hadrat Hafsa asked ‘A’isha to exchange the 
camels, Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) 
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agreed. The Holy Propeht came to ‘A’isha’s camel on which 
Hadrat Hafsa (may Allah be pleased with her) was riding. j 
When they reached the destination Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah 
be pleased with her) seeing that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allak be upon him) was not there said hanging 
her legs in the grass. O Allah! Send some snakg or scorpion to 
bite me. 


Death 


Hadrat Hafsa (may Allah be pleased with her) died in 
the 45th Hijra during the caliphate of Amir Mu‘awiya. During 
the last moment of her death, she called Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. 
‘Umar and made the will which Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with him) had asked her and also donated some 
property as waqf. Marwan who was then the Governor of 
Madina carried the bier to some distance said the funeral 
prayer. Then Hadrat Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with 
him) carried the bier to the grave and her brothers ‘Asim, 
Salim ‘Abdullah and Hamza and Abdullah b. ‘Umar’s sons put 
her dead body in the grave. 


Hadrat Zainab, Ummul Masakin (may Allah be 
pleased with her) 


Her name was Zaniab. Since she fed the poor and the 
needy generously, she was known by the Kunya, Ummul 
Masakin. Before her marriage with the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) she was married to 
‘Abdullah b. Jahsh who died as martyr in the battle of Uhud 
and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) married with her that very year. He had hardly spent — 


. two or three months with the Holy Prophet (peace and 


blessings of Allah be upon him) when she died. She was the 
only wife of the Holy Propeht (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) who died during the liftime of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) after Khadija (may 
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Allah be pleased with her). The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) himself said the funeral 
prayer. She was buried in Jannat-ul-Baqi’. She was then 
thirty years of age. ' - 


Hadrat Ummi i- Salama (may Allah be pleased 
with her) 


Her name was Hind må kay iana was Umm-i-Salama. 

The name of her father was Suhail and that of her mother 
was ‘Atika She. was first married to ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abdul Asad 
popularly known as Abu Salama, the cousin of Umm-i-Salama 
and the faster-brother of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah’ be upon him). She embraced Islam and 
migrated to Abyssinia along with her- husband. Salama, her 
son was. born’ in Abyssinia.- She stayed for some time in 
Abyssinia and then returned to Madina. According to Ahl-i- 
Sair her prominence is due to the fact that she was.the first’ 
among the women who migrated to Madina. Her’ first 
husband, Abu Salama was a daring rider. He participated in 
the battles of Badr and Uhud. He received some serious 
injuries in the battle of Uhud and’*succumbed to them. In 
Jamadi-uth-Thani, the 4th of Hijra, his wound began ta bleed 
profusely and he died. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) said his funeral prayer offering nine 
Takbirs. After the prayer was over, the people asked: O 
Messenger of Allah! Have you not forggtton? He replied: No, 
he deserved thousand of Takbirs. Umm-i-Salama was 
pregnant at the time of the death of Abii Salama. After 
delivery and ‘ddat, Hadrat Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleased 
with him) covéyed to her the proposal of the Holy’ Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) for marriage but 
she hesitated to_atcept the proposal and said: I have some 
handicaps: Firstly, I'am -a very self-respecting woman. - 
Secondly, I have children. Thirdly, I am advanced in age. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
accepted all thése handicaps. 
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Death 


Ahl-i-Sair agree on the point that Umm-i-Salama died 
after the death of all the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) but there is divergence of 
opion as to the year of her death. Waqidi has said that she 
died in the 59th Hijra whereas according to Ibrahim Harabi 
she died in the 62nd Hijra and in Tagrib this has been said to 
be the correct year of his death. Imam Bukhari has mentioned 
58th Hijra as the correct year of her death. According to some 
traditions 61st Hijra, the year in which Hadrat Imam Husain 
died as martyr was the year of her death. According to Ibn 
‘Abdullah, this tradition is correct. 


On account of these different traditions it is difficult to 

~ ascertain the exact year of her death. However, it is certain 

that she lived upto the event of Hurra. It has mentioned in 

Sahih Muslim that Harith b. ‘Abdullah b. Abi Rabi‘a and 

‘Abdullah b. Safwan came to Umm-i-Salama and enquired 

about the army which would sink in the desert. This question 

was asked when Yazid had sent Muslim b. ‘Aqaba along with 

the Syrian army to Madina and the incident of Hurr had 

taken place in the 63rd Hijra. Therefore, all the traditions 

regarding Umm-i-Salama’s death which have been mentioned 

before do not seen to be correct. It has been mentioned by Ibn 

Abdal-Barr that according to a will left by Umm-i-Salama, 
Sa‘id b. Zaid said her funeral prayer but this tradition is 

doubtful. Sa‘id b. Zaid died in the 51th Hijra or 52nd Hijra or 

55th Hijra according to different traditions but one thing is 
certain that Hadrat Umm-i-Salama was alive. Waqidi has 
written that Hadrat Abu Huraira said her funeral prayer. If 
Sa‘id b. Zaid were alive at the time of her death, how Hadrat 
Abū Huraira could say her funeral prayer against her will. 
Umm.-i-Salama died last of all the wives of the Holy Prophet. 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Fler age was 84 
„years. 
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Merits 


Although all the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) excelled in knowledge, yet 
Hadrat ‘A’isha and Umm-i-Salama (may Allah be pleased with 
them) had no paralled and Ibn Sa‘d has explained this fact in 
his Tabaqat. When the treaty of Hudaibiya was signed and 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
ordered the people to slaughter animals they were so much 
disappointed at the treaty that none of them was ready to 
comply with the order. Umm-i-Salama advised the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): Do not 
say anything to anyone but you slaughter a sacrifical animal 
and shave your head to abondan the Ihrām. This reflects 
Umm.-i-Salama’s deep insight into mob psychology and 
sagacity and wisdom. This incident has been mentioned in 
detail in Sahih Bukhari. 


Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her) 
Among the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be 
pleased with her) stood prominent. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah 
be pleased with her) herself said: Among the wives of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) it 
` was Zainab who vied with me in respect and honour in the 
sight of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and she possessed this right. Hadrat Zainab was 
the paternal cousin of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). She was a handsome woman. She was 
such a God fearing and pious woman that when a false 
accusation was framed against ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased 
with her) in which Hamna, Zainab’s sister was an accomplice 
and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) enquired from her about the moral character of ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her), she said in clear words: I 
know nothing save good about ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased 
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with her) Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) had 
to acknowldege her sincerety and truth. She remained busy in 
worship with humility and devotion. When the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent her message 
for marriage, she answered: I do not give my opinion without 
Istikhara, Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was distributing wealth among the 
: Muhajirin, Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her) 
raised an objection and Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased 
with him), admonished her. Thereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Pardon a 
she is God- ‘fearing and humble. p 

“She was contended and generous. She earned her 
livelihood by dint of her own labour and spent it liberally to 
seek the pleasure of Allah. Once Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with him) sent tu her provisions for the year. She 
covered them with a cloth and ordered Bazra bint Rafi‘ to 
distribute them among the relatives and orphans. Bazra said: 
. We'also have the right. Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased 
_ with her) answered: Your share is under the cloth. She saw 
that there were fifty dirhams. When all- the money and 
provisions were distributed, she prayed: May I not receive 
‘Umar’s gift in future. Her prayer was pranted and she died 
` that year. ; 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had said to his wives: Among you the one whose hand 
would be the largest would meet me first. It was a metaphor 
alluding to charity and generosity, but the wives of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) took it in 
the literal sense and they used to measure their hands with 
each other. This prophecy proved to be true in the case of 
Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her) and she died 
first. She had bought her shroud in her life- -time, and had left 
a will that if ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) also gave 
her shroud, one of them should be given in charity. This will 
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was carried out. Iladrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with 
him) said the funeral prayer. Then the wives of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) were 
asked: Who will enter the grave? They said: One who used to 
enter her house. So Asama b. Zaid, Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah b. 
Jash, ‘Abdullah b. Abi, Ahmad b. Jash put her in the grave 
Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her) died in the 
20th Hijra at the age of 53. Waqidi has written that when she 
was married to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) she was 35 years old. 


Hadrat Juwairiya (may Allah be pleased with 
her) 


Hadrat Juwairiya (may Allah be pleased with her) was 
the daughter of Harith b. Dirar who was the chief of Bani 
Mustaliq. Her first nikah was held with Musafi* b. Safwan 
who was killed in the battle of Murisi‘. In this battle a large 
number of captives, male and female, were made by the 
Muslims who were distributed among them. Hadrat 
Juwairiya (may Allah be pleased with her) fell to the lot of 
Thabit b. Qais. In Islam the slave can be released on payment 
of ransom. In the terminology of Fiqa, this is called Kitabat. 
According to this principle Hadrat Juwairiya came under the 
category of Mukatiba. She was required to pay 9 auqia gold 
which she could not afford. She came to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: I am a 
Muslim woman, a believer in the Kalima, and the daughter of 
Juwairiya Harith who is the chief of his tribe. You are fully 
aware of the hardships I had to bear. In the division of the 
booty I have fallen to the lot of Thabit b. Qais I have taken his 
consent that he would release me on payment of 9 auqia gold. 
I cannot afford this; but I have promised hoping that you 
would pay on my bchalf. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Would 
not you desire a better thing than this? She said, what is it? 
Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: That I should pay the moncy on your behalf 
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and marry you. Hadrat Juwairya (may Allah be pleased with 

her) consented. He called Thabit b. Qais who also agreed. He 

(the Holy Prophet) paid the whole money and married her. 

When this news reached the Muslims, they released all the . 
prisoners of war of Bani Mustaliq on the plea that the 

members of the family in which the Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him) had married could not be held 

as prisoners. According to a tradition, the number of the 

released prisoners was about seven hundred. Hadrat ‘A’isha 

(may Allah be pleased with her) said: I have never seen a 

person more auspicious than Juwairiya (may Allah be pleased 

with her) in the interest of the nation. It was due to her that 

hundred of families of Bunū Mustaliq were released. 

According to some traditions the Holy Praphet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him) had given all these captives of 
war in gift to Hadrat. Juwairiya (may Allah be pleased with 

her) She died in the 50th Hijra at the age of sixty-five and was 

buried in Jannat-ul-Baqi‘. 


Hadrat Umm-i-Habiba (may Allah be pleased 
with her) 


Her name was Remla and her kunya was Umm-i-Habiba. 
She was.born seventeen years before the Prophethood. She 
was married to ‘Ubaidullah b. Jahsh and both embraced Islam 
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 


him) proclaimed Prophethood she migrated to Abyssinia for 


the second time.’ According to a tradition her daughter 
Habiba, was born in Abyssinia due to whom she came to be 
known as Umm.-i-Habiba. In Abyssinia ‘Ubaidullah became a 
Christian; but Umm-i-Habiba remained firm on the faith of 
Islam. The difference of religion, caused separation between 
them and now she had the honour to become Ummul 
Mu’minin. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) sent ‘Umar bin Umayyat-ul-Dumra to convey his 
message of marriage to her. When he met Negus he sent the 


Prophet’s message to Umm-i-Habiba through his maid- 
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servant, Abraha. He appointed Khalid bin Sa'id to converse on 
his behalf and gave two silver bracelets and finger rings to 
Abraha as remuneration for conveying this glad-tidings. In the 
evening Negus called Ja‘far bin Abi Talib and other Muslims 
and read out the nikah. He paid four hundred dinars as dower 
.on behalf of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be | 
upon him). This sum was paid to Khālid bin Sa‘id before all 
the people. The people desired to depart after the marriage 
but Negus asked them to sit and partake of the walima meal 
as it is the sunnah of the Prophets. The people dispersed after 
walima. When the dower money was received by Umm-i- 
Habiba, she gave fifty dinars to Abraha but she retuned them 
along with the bangles saying that the ruler had forbidden 
her to 'take anything. On the other day, she came to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) with aloes 
wood, saffron, ambergris etc. When all the nuptial ceremonies 
were fulfilled, Negus sent her along with Shurjail b. Hasana to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
Umm.-i-Habiba died in the 44th Hijra and was buried in 


Madina. 


Hadrat Maimiuna nay Allah be pleased with 
her) 


Her name was Maimina. The name of her father was 
Harith and the name of her mother was Hind. She was first 
married to Mas‘ud bin ‘Amr bin ‘Umair Thagafi but he got 
divorce due to certain reasons: Then she was married to Abu 
Rahm bin ‘Abdul ‘Uzza. After the death of Abu Rahm, she was 
married to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). There are many traditions regarding the marriage 
of Hadrat Maimiina. According to one tradition the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent his 
slave, Abii Rafi‘ along with Aus b. Khanla to negotiate and the 
nuptial rites were performed at Sarf but more authentic 
tradition is that Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with 
him) arranged this marriage and also read out the Nikah. 
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Death 


It is a strange chance that the Nikah of Hadrat Maimūna 
took place at Sarf and her death also occurred at that place 
Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas said the funeral prayer, and put her in the 
grave. It has been said in Sahah that when her burial bier was 
carried, Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas said: She is the wife of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), so do not 
jolt the bier and walk slowly in a diginfied manner. Although 
there exists a difference regarding the date of her death, yet it 
is correct that she died in the 51st Hijra. 


Hadrat Safiyya (may Allah be pleased with her) 


Safiyya (may Allah be pleased with her) was not her 
name. Zarqani has reported that the share of the booty which 
fell to a king or Imam was called safiyya and since she had 
fallen to the lot of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in the battle of Khaibar she came to 
known as Safiyya. Her-real name was Zainab. Her father 
named Huyayy bin Akhtab was the chief of Banu Nadir and 
her mother was the daughter of the chief of Quraiza. Her first 
marriage was held with Sallam b. Mishkam al-Quraizi. When 
che divorced her, she got married with Kinana bin Abi Huqaigq. 
Kinana was killed in the battle of Khaibar. Her father and 
brother were also killed and she was made a prisoner. When 
all the prisoners of the battle of Khaibar were gathered Dihya 
Kalbi requested for a maid-servant. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) permitted him to choose 
one. He (Dihya) selected Safiyya. Thereupon the people 
objected to it and a companion of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said to him: You have handed 
over a female of the chief of Bani. Nadir and Banu Quraiza to 
Dihya. It is you only who deserve to marry her. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) therefore, 
gave another maid-servant to Dihya and after freeing Safiyya 
married her. He set out from Khaibar and performed the 
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nuptial ceremony at Sahba. He collected the eatables from the 
people and gave the Walima feast. When he proceeded, he 
helped. Hadrat Safiyya “(may Allah be pleased with her) to 
ride on the camel and put on his cloak on her face which was 
an indication of the fact that she had been included in the 
sacred consort of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). . 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had. great love for her land he always cared for her 
feelings. Once she accompanied the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) in a journey. The other wives 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and biessings of Allah be upon 
him) were also with him. Perchance, Hadrat Safiyya’s camel 
became ill. Hadrat Zainab (may: Allah be pleased with her) 
had a number of camels. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) asked Zainab to give a-camel 
to Safiyya. She refused saying: How can I give my camel to a 
Jewess. He (the Holy Prophet) became so angry with her that 
he did not see her for full two months. Once the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went to Safiyya’s 
house and he saw that she was weeping. On asking the cause 
of weeping, he was told that ‘A’isha and Hafsa (may Allah be 
pleased with her) had said that they were superior to her as 
they were not only his wives but also his cousins. He (the 

‘Holy Prophet) said: Why did you not tell them that your 
father is Harun, your uncle is Moses (peace be upon them) 
and your husband is Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah 
be tpon him). Then how can they be superior to you. 


Death 


Hadrat Safiyya (may Allah be pleased with her) died in 
the 50th Hijra at the age of sixty and she was buried in the 
Jannat-ul-Baqi*. 


Children 


There is a great difference as to the number of sons and 
daughters born to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) . According to “Agreed upon” Ahadith he 
had six children namely Qasim, Ibrahim, Zainab, Ruqayya, 
Umm.-i-Kalthum, Fatimah. All his daughters saw the period 
when the radiant rays of Islam were spreading their light and 
had the honour to migrate in the cause of Islam. Ibn Ishaq has 
mentioned the names of two more sons, Tahir and Tayyab 
including which the number of his sons becomes equal to his 
daughters. Adding up all the sources, the number of his 
children comes to twelve i.e. eight sons and four daughters. As 
regards the number of his daughters’ there exists no 
difference. Among his sons there is consensus of opinion on. 
the two sons, Qasim and Ibrahim. Ibrahim was born from 
Maria and the rest of his sons were from Khadija. 


Hadrat Qasim (may Allah be pleased with him) 


The eldest child born to him was Hadrat Qasim about 
eleven years before his Prophethood. According to Mujahid, 
he survived only for six or seven days whereas Ibn Sa‘d 
reported that he lived for two years. According to another 
tradition he attained the age of competency. 


The Holy Prophet’s Kunya, ‘Abul Qasim was due to this 
very reason and he loved to be called by this Kunya and the 
companions also called him by this Kunya. Once a person 
called: O Abu Qasim. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) looked behind. The person said, to him: 
O Allah’s Messenger, I am calling another person. The Holy 
Prophet forbade the use of this Kunya to avoid any confusion. 


Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her) 


Ahl-i-Sair are agreed that Zainab (may Allah be pleased 
with her) was the eldest daughter of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). Zubair b. Bakar reported 

‘that she was born after Hadrat Qasim (may Allah be pleased 
with him) but according to Ibn Kalbi, she was the first child of 
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the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
She was born ten years before his Prophethood when the age 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was thirty years. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) migrated from Makka he had 
left his family in Makka. Hadrat Zainab (may Allab be pleased 
with her) was married to his cousin, Abul ‘As b. Rabi‘ who was 
made a prisoner in the battle of Badr. He was released on the 
condition that he would send Zainab as soon as he reached 


Makka. 


Abul ‘As sent Hadrat Zainab to Madina along with his 
younger brother Kinana who took arms with him for fear of 
an encounter with the infidels. When he reached Dhi Tawa, a 
few men of Quraish pursued them,. Hibar b. Aswad shot an 
arrow and Hadrat Zainab fell on the ground. She was 
conceiving and had an abortion. Kinana drew arrows and said: 
If anyone of you dared come near, he would be shot. When he 
drew back, Abu Sufyan came to him with the Arab chiefs and 
said: Put the arrows in the quiver, we want to say something 
to you. Abū Sufyan said: You are aware of the hardships which 
we had to face at the hands of Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). Now if you manage to release 
this girl from us, the people would consider it as our 
_ weakness. We do not want to stop her here; but as soon as the 
insurgents are away, you may take her along with you 
secretly. Kinana agreed and brought Hadrat Zainab back to 
Makka. After a few days he proceeded along with her in the 
darkness of night. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) had already sent Zaid bin Harith Kinana 
gave Hadrat Zainab under his charge and returned. 


Hadrat Zainab came to Madina leaving her husband in a 
state of polytheism. Therefore, separation was caused 
between the two, she was again wedded to him when he came - 
to Madina. It has been reported in Tirmidhi etc. on the 
authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that her fresh Nikah was not held; but 
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in another tradition there is a clear mention of fresh Nikah. 
Although the Hadith of Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas is more 
authentic than the second Hadith, the fuqaha have taken an 
exception to it and have elucidated that since there occurred 
no change in the dower and other conditions of marriage etc., 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas called it as first Nikah, 
otherwise, fresh Nikah was obligatory after separation. 


Abul ‘As treated Hadrat Zainab with utmost regard and 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
appreciated his gentle behaviour After the fresh Nikah 
Hadrat Zainab did not live for long Abul ‘As embraced Islam in 
the 6th or 7th Hijra (According to the difference in 
Traditions). So she died in the 8th Hijra. Umm-i-Aiman, 
Hadrat Sauda bint Za‘ma and Umm-i-Salama gave her bath 
and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said the funeral prayer and her and Abul ‘As put he in 
the grave. Hadrat Zainab left-behind two children, Umama 
and ‘Ali. According to a Tradition Ali died in infancy; but it is 
generally believed that he reached the age of competency. Ibn 
‘Asakar has said that he died as a martyr in the battle of 
Yarmuk. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had great love for Umama. He did not separate her from 
him even during the prayer. It has been mentioned in Sahah 
that he offered his prayer with Umama sitting on his 
shoulder. When he performed the Ruki‘ he put her down and 
when he stood up, he again put her on his shoulders. A person 
sent some gifts to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) containing a gold necklace. Umama was 
playing to a corner. He (the Holy Prophet) said: I shall give 
this to the most loved one. The wives of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) thought that this 
honour would go to ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her); 
but he called Umama and put the necklace around her neck. 
‘Abul ‘Ag has made a will to Zubair b. ‘Awwam to arrange for 
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Umama’s marriage. So when Hadrat Fatimah died, he 
married Umama to Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with 
him). When Hadrat ‘Ali died as a martyr he made a will to 
Mughira to marry Umama. Mughira acted upon this will and a 
son was born to him named Yahya, but accoring to some 
traditions Umama was childless. She died in Mughira’s house. 


Hadrat Ruqayya (may Allah be pleased with her) 


Jarjani has written that of all the daughters of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) Hadrat 
Ruqayya (may Allah be pleased with her) was the youngest; 
but according to a well-known Tradition she was born after 
Zainab in the 33rd Hijra before Prophethood. According to Ibn 
Sa‘d she was first married to ‘Utba, Abū Lahab’s son before 
Prophethood. The Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) daughter, Umm-i-Kalthim was married to 
‘Utaiba, Abu Lahab’s second son. When Allah chose 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) as His 
Prophet and he proclaimed Prophethood, Abū Lahab called 
his sons and said to them: Should you not forsake 
Muhammad’s daughters, I would never come near you. Both 
the sons obeyed their father and the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) married Hadrat Ruqayya (may 
Allah be pleased with her) to Hadrat Uthman (may Allah be 
pleased with him). ; 


Daulabi has written that Hadrat Ruqayya’s marriage 
with Hadrat Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) was 
held in the days of Ignorance but according to a tradition 
whose reporter was Hadrat Uthman (may Allah be pleased 
with him) she was married to him after-Prophethood, Hadrat 
Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) migrated to 
Abyssinia after marriage and Hadrat Ruqayya (may Allah be 
pleased with her) also accompanied him. The Holy Prc jhet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) could not know 
their whereabouts for long. In the meantime, a women 
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informed that she had seen both of them. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) prayed for them 
and said: After Ibrahim and Lut (peace be upon them) Hadrat ` 
Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) is the first to 
migrate with his wife. 


During her stay in Abyssinia, a son was born to her 
whose name was ‘Abdullah but he survived only for six years. 
Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) came to 
Makka and then migratd to Madina where Hadrat Ruqayya 
(may Allah be pleased with her) fell ill: During this period, the 
battle of Badr was being fought. As Hadrat ‘Uthman (may 
Allah be pleased with him) had to look after his wife, he could 
not participate in the battle. On the very day when Zaid b. 
Harith conveyed the glad tidings of victory, Hadrat Ruqayya 
breathed her last. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) being busy in fighting could not 
participate in her funeral. 


Hadrat Umm-i-Kalthum (may Allah be pleased 
with her) 


Hadrat Umm-i-Kalthim (may Allah be pleased with her) 
was known by her Kunya. When Hadrat Ruqayya (may Allah 
be pleased with her) died in the 3rd Hijra, the year of the 
battle of Badr, Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah be pleased with 
her) married Umm.-i-Kalthum in the month of Rabi-ul-Awwal. 
It has been mentioned in Sahih Bukhari that when Hadrat 
Hafsa (may Allah be pleased with her) became a widow, 
Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) sent a 
message to Hadrat ‘Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) 
to marry Hafsa; but the former refused According to other 
Traditions, when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) knew this, he said to Hadrat ‘Umar (may 
Allah be pleased with him): I tell you about a better person 
than ‘Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) and I have 
found a better person for ‘Uthman. You marry your daughter 
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_ with me and I marry my daughter with ‘Uthman. In short, 
the marriage was held and Umm-i-Kalthim (may Allah be 
pleased with her) lived with Hadrat Uthman (may Allah be 
pleased with him) for six years. She died in Sha‘ban, the 9th 
of Hijra. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said her funeral prayer and Hadrat ‘Ali Fadl b. 
‘Abbas, and Usama b. Zaid put her in the grave. l 


Hadrat Fatimah Zahra (may Allah be pleased 
with her) 


Her name was Fatimah and her surname was Zahra. 
There is a difference of opinion regarding the date of her 
birth. According to a tradition she was born in the first Hijra 
of Prophethood. Ibn Ishaq has stated that all the children of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
except Ibrahim were born before Prophethood. He was 
chosen as Prophet at the age of forty. Due to this reason some 
narrators have agreed that Hadrat Fatimah was born in the 
beginning of Prophethood. Ibn Jauzi has written that she was 
born when the Ka‘ba was being constructed five years before | 
Prophethood; but according to some Traditions, she was born 
one year before Prophethood. 


If we reckon the 1st year of Prophethood as the year of 
` her birth, her age was fifteen and a half years when the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) married 
her to Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) who was 
twenty-one years and five months of age at that time. First of 
all Hadrat Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) and 
then - Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
requested the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) for marriage with her, but he gave no reply. When 
Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) requested, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him): What have 
you to pay as dower. He answered: I have nothing except a 
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horse and an armour. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Horse is 
needed in a battle, therefore, sell the armour. Hadrat 
‘Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) bought it for 48 
dirhams and Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) 
handed over the dirhams to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) who ordered Hadrat Bilal to 
bring perfumes from the market. The dowry which the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave to 
his daughter consisted of a cot and a bed. It has been 
mentioned in Asaba that he gave one mantle, two hand-mills, 
a leather water-carrier and these things remaimed with her 
throughout her life. 


After marriage -Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with 
him) needed a separate house. Harith b. Na‘man vacated one 
of his houses and Hadrat Fatimah began to reside there along 
with Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with them). He (the 
Holy Prophet) always tried that Hadrat ‘Ali and Fatimah — 
(may Allah be pleased with them) should live amicably and 
whenever there was a tussle between them over domestic 
affairs he brought about a conciliation between them. Once 
there arose some dispute between the husband and wife. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
restored amicable relations between them. When he came 
out, he was very happy The people enquired from him the 
cause of his happiness. He said: I have restored amicable 
relations between the persons I love so dearly. 


Once Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) 
treated her harshly. She went to complain to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Hadrat 
‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) also followed her. He 
(the Holy Prophet) said to Fatimah: Daughter, you must 
realize which husband follows her wife so quietly. Hadrat ‘Ali 
(may Allah be pleased with him) was so much impressed by 
these words that he said to Fatimah that he would never say 
anything against her temperament. . 
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Once Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with her) 
expressed his desire for the second marriage. When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) knew 
about it, he ascended the pulpit in the mosque and addressed | 
in angry words: Fatimah is a limb of my body. Anyone who 
tortures her would torture me. The result of these words was 
that Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be upleased with him) did not 
marry for the second time during the life-time of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


Hadrat Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with her) had 
five children i.e., Hasan, Husain, Muhsin, Umm-Kalthum and 
Zainab. Muhsin (may Allah be pleased with them) died in 
infancy. Hadrat Zainab, Hadrat Hasan, Hadrat Husain and 
Umm.-i-Kalthum (may Allah be pleased with them) are 
famous in history due to some significant events. 


Six months after the death of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) Hadrat Fatimah died on 
the 11th of Ramadan. At that time her age was twenty-nine 
years. There is, however, difference of opinion as to her age 
but according to some other traditions her age was twenty- 
four, twenty-five or thirty years. Zarqani has written that first 
Tradition is more correct. If we count 41st Hijra as the year of 
her birth, her age cannot be twenty-nine years; but if we 
accept that her age was twenty-four years, then 41ts Hijra can 
be the year of her birth. If we consider that she was born five 
years before prophethood then her age was twenty-nine years 
at that time. l . 


Hadrat Ibrāhim (may Allah be pleased with 
him) 


Hadrat Ibrāhim was the last of all the children of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) He 
was born in Dhul Hijja, the 8th Hijra from Maria at ‘Alia, the . 
place when she lived. Due to this very reason that place came ` 
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to be known as Mashraba Ibrahim. Salama, the wife of Abu 
Rafi‘ nursed her. When Abu Rafi‘ conveyed the news of the 
birth of a male child to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) he gave him a slave as reward for 
bringing this glad tidings. He (the Holy Prophet) celebrated 
the ‘Aqiqa on the seventh day and gave silver in charity equal 
to the weight of his hair and distributed considerable sum of 
money. He named him after the name of Prophet Ibrahim 
(peace be upon him) He took great pains in appointing a 
nurse, namely Umm-i-Saif who lived in the suburb of Madina. 
He (the Holy Prophet) used to go there every day and took 
the child and kissed-him out of love. As his foster-father was a 
blatk-smith the house remained full of-smoke but the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) tolerated 
even this out of love for the child. Hadrat Ibrahim died in 
Umm.-i-Saif’s house. Ibrahim was in the lap of his mother in 
the agony of death. He (the Holy Prophet), went to see him 
along with ‘Abdur Rahman b. ‘Auf. He took the child in his 
own lap. His eyes were filled with tears. ‘Abdur Rahman b. 
‘Auf said: O Allah’s Messenger, why are you so full of grief. He 
replied. This what = see is but the working of love and pity 
in my heart. 


Incidentally there occurred the solar eclipse on that day.- 
The Arabs attributed it to the condolence of heavens over the 
death of big people. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) came to know about it, he 
rejected this idea outright: “The sun and the moon”, he told 
his followers, “are the signs of the Lord, they do not suffer an 
eclipse at the death of any mortal. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said his funeral prayer. He was buried near the grave of 
Uthman b. Ma‘zin. Fadl b. “Abbas and Usama him in the 
grave. 


According to Abū Dawud and Bahaigi h his age was two 


months and ten days. He was born in Dhul Hijja,.the 8th 
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Hijra, according to which he died in the 9th Hijra. Wagqidi is of 
the view that he died in the 10th Hijra in the month of Rabi- 
ul-Awwal according to which he survived for fifteen months. 
According to some other Traditions his age was sixteen 
months and eight days; but some people say that his age was 
one year, ten months and six days. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah 
be pleased with her) has reported that he lived for seventeen 
or eighteen months. 


Prophet’s Family 


The number of the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings ‘of Allah be upon him) was nine. They belonged to 
different social groups, having different tastes and tendencies, 
and there naturally existed mutual envy and rivalry among 
them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) led:a very simple life and was against luxurious way of 
living and so he had to listen to the frequent complaints of his, 
wives but he faced all this criticism cheerfully. He loved 

. Hadrat Khadija dearly, When he married her he was hardly 
twenty-five years of age and Khadijah was fifteen years older 
than himself; but he did not marry anyother woman till her 
death. Even after her death when he was reminded of Khadija 
he became worried. 


Next to Khadija (may Allah be pleased with her) he 
loved ‘A’isha (may-Allah be pleased with her) more than all 
his wives, but this love was not for the sake of beauty only 
Hadrat Safiyya (may Allah be pleased with her) excelled in 
beauty than her and she was also younger than her and the 
rest of the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) were also endowed with this quality; but 
Hadrat ‘‘A’isha’s ‘profound knowledge, intelligence, deep 
insight, power of perception and the ability to resolve the 
intricate issues of religion were the merits which make her 
more prominent than others. Some of the wives of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent 
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_ Hadrat Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with her) to him as 


their representative. When she came to him she first sought 
permission. When it was granted she’ stood before him and 
said: The wives have asked me to negotiate with you on their 
behalf as to why do you prefer the daughter of Abū Bakr (may 
Allah be pleased with him) over them. He (the Holy Prophet) 
said: My dear daughter! Don’t you desire what I desire? This 
reply was sufficent for her and she came back to the wives and 
said to them: I would never intervene in this affair. 


Then Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her) 
was selected for this purpose considering her to be most 
suitable among the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). She specially claimed to 
compete Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). She 
performed this job very boldly and tried her utmost to prove 
that ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) did not at all 
deserve that position. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased 
with her) listened to it silently, looking at the face of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be. upon him). When 
Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be pleased with her) had finished 
she stood up and addressed in such an eloquent style that she 
(Hadrat Zainab) was rendered speechless. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Why this 
should not have happened? After all she is the daughter of 
Abi Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him). The Holy Prophet ` 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: A woman 
can be selected for marriage on the basis of four virtues i.e. 
wealth, race, beauty and integrity. You should, however, 
choose a pious woman. He (the Holy Prophet) gave priority to 
religion in every matter and so among his wives those who 
served the religion most were the most favourite in his sight. 
Since the wives had direct contact with the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and shared his 
sacred company in loneliness and society so that they had the 
opportunity to acquire more knowledge about religious 
matters. There was, however, the need of a capable person 
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gifted with penetrating intellect to understand the intricacies 
of religion. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) 
possessed these qualities of head and heart, and had a zest for 
knowledge and it was through her that religious instructions 
were successfully imparted. She resolved even most difficult 
issues concerning religion by dint of his deep insight and 
sound knowledge. The illustrious companions of the Holy 
Prophet asked her questions and it never happened that the 
companions of the Holy Prophet had asked about a difficult 
matter and she had not given any knowledge about it. The 
detail has already give in the events of the life of ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her). He used to go to the houses of his 
wives ‘daily who lived in the’ apartments adjacent to each 
other. He stayed in the apartment of each wife for a short 
while. When he reached the home of the wife with whom he 
had to stay for the night, he spent his night there (Abu 
Dawud). Describing the events of Umm-i-Salama Zarqani has 
written that he paid his visits at the time of ‘Asr and 
commenced his visit from the house of Umm-i-Salama. 
According to some Traditions the wives of the Holy Prophet- 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gathered in the 
house of the wife with whom the Holy Prophet had to stay for 
night. This meeting lasted for long tili it was late in the night 
when the wives departed. Sometimes there arose a difference 
but since their hearts had no grudge against each other, they 
enjoyed the company. How the august personility of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
purified their heats can be judged from the event of Ifk in 
which the hypocrites had fabricated a false allegation against 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) and also involved 
some other disconcerned people with them in this accusation; 
but when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) enquired from Hadrat Zainab (may Allah be 
pleased with her) about the moral character of ‘A’isha (may 
Alalh be pleased with her), she said in clear words: I know 
nothing save good about ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with 
her). Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) had to 
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acknowledge her sincere.y and truth. How the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) treated his wives 
graciously and tolerated their delicate and sensitive 
disposition can be judged from the following events. 


Once the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) were on journey. The camel driver 
drove the camel fastly. He said: Be careful, they are carrying 
vessels of glass (women). 


Hadrat Salyya prepared nite meals. Once she cooked 
meal and sent to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) who was at that time staying in ‘A’isha’s 
(may Allah be pleased with her) house. Hadrat ‘A’isha (may 
Allah be pleased with her) snatched the bowl from the 
servant’s hand and threw it on the ground so that it broke 
into pieces. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) collected the scattered pieces and joined them 
together and repaired the bowl. Then he sent for another 
bowl and returned it to Safiyya. 


Once Hadrat ‘A’isha was angry with the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and was speaking 
loudly. Hadrat Abū Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
came in all of a sudden. He tried to beat her for raising her 
voice before Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) but he (the Holy Prophet) stood in between 
them. Hadrat Abu Bakr went out in a fit of rage. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: How 
have I protected you? After a few days Hadrat Abu Bakr (may 
Allah be pleased with him) came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his anger had 
subsided. He said: Let me participate in peace just as I had 
taken part in the battle. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Yes, why not ‘A’isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her) reportd: Allah’s Messenger 
‘(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to me: I can 
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well discern when you are pleased with me and when you are 
annoyed with me. | said: How do you discern it? Thereupon he 
said: When you are pleased with me, you say: “No, by the 
Lord of Muhammad,” and when you are annoyed with me, 
you say: “No,.by.the Lord of Ibrahim.” I said: Allah’s 
Messenger, by Allah, I in fact leave your name (when) am 
annoyed with you. 


‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that 
she used to play with her playmates at the time of her 
marriage. When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) entered, her play-mates left the house 
whereas he (the Holy Prophet) sent them to her. Hadrat 
‘A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her) said: It was the day of 
‘Id and the Abyssinians were playing with daggers. I desired 
to see (that sport). He (the Holy Prophet) kept standing for 
my sake and I stood behind him placing my chin on his 
shoulder till I was setiated. 


Hadrat ‘A‘isha (may Allah be pleased with her) was 
playing with dolls. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) came in. There was a horse among the 
dolls which had wings. He (the Holy Prophet) enquired: What 
is it? Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) 
answered: I{adrat Sulaiman’s (peace be upon him) horse had 
wings. The Holy Prophet(peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
hirn) smiled. This story is popular among the people that 
previously horses had wings and in the course of flying of the 
horse the prayer of Hadrat Sulaiman (peace be upon him) was 
missed. So he got its wings cut off. Since then they are 
without wings but the sign of wings is still there. Hadrat 
‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) had alluded to that 


incident. 


Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said to ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). Let 
us compete as to who can walk faster than the other. Hadrat 
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‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) was lean and slim at 
that time. She went ahead of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). Some years later the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to 
her. Let us compete in walking and she lagged behind. 
Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: This is an answer to the previous 
competition. 


Simple life Of The Prophet’s (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) Family 


A man can himself suffer pangs of hunger and face 
harshaps, but he cannot compel his loving family and near 
kith and kin to adopt such a simple and austere way of living. 
This is the reason why the pcople who led ascetic life did not 
bother to marry and remained aloof from household affairs. 
The life of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was exceptional in this respect in the history of ¢ 
religions. He had nine wives. Some of them were brought up 
in luxuries and most of them belonged to respectable and 
renouned families. They have, therefore developed their 
fastes and tendencies for delicious foods and costly clothes. 
There were children of tender age whom elegant dress and 
nice food could attract. As we have already mentioned, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
great love for his sons and daughters and wives and kith and 
kin. He did not believe in secluded life. Treasuries were full of 
wealth and riches as a result of the booties which came into 
the hands of the Muslims as on account of the victories, but 
the Holy Prophct (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
not only kept his family away from these worldly temptations, 
but warned them against this inclination due to which his 
family became the manifestation of his excellent virtues. 


He loved Fatimah dearly, but she did not desire any 
worldly gain on accout of this love. She had to do all the 


392 


domestic works herself. She worked the band-mill herself so 
that bristles appreared on her hands. She had to bring water 
in the leather water carrier again and again which left its 
marks on her body. She swept the floor which made her 
clothes dirty and sticky. As a result of sitting near the hearth 
her clothes became dark with smoke. but when she demanded 
a maid-servant for household work and showed the bristles on 
her hands to the Holy Prophet he said: My dear daughter! 
The poor and the needy and the crphans deserve it more than 
you. Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) went to Fatimah. He saw that she was covering her 
with such a small dopatta that when she covered her head 
with it; her feet became naked and when she covered her feet 
her head remained uncovered. 


Not only this that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) did not bring any cosmetics; but he also 
did not like these things to be received from any other 
sources. Once Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) 
gave her a necklace of gold. When he (the Holy Prophet) 
learnt this he said: O Fatimah! Do you want that the people 
should say that the- Holy Prophet’s daughter wears a 
necklace. Hadrat Fatimah sold that necklace and bought a 
slave. 


Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) returned from a battle. Hadrat Fatimah hung 
curtains at the doors to welcome him and wore silver bangles 
to Hasan and Husain (may Allah be pleased with them). As 
usual, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) went to see Fatimah but returned seeing the wordly 
goods. When Fatimah came to know about the displeasure of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
she tore off the curtains and took off the bangles from the 
hands of the children who came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) crying. He said: These 
are the members of my family. I do not want that they should 
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wear costly ornaments. Bring a bracelet of thread and bangles 
of ivory. He never showed his love for his wives in the wordly 
way. So when the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) demanded more money for 
household expenses and nice food and garments, he decided to 
keep away from his wives and not to have any connection with 
them for a certain period. He loved ‘A’isha (may Allah be 
pleased with her) more than all his wives but he never 
expressed this love in the form of precious and coloured 
costumes or gold ornaments. Hadrat ‘A’isha’s (may Allah be 
pleased with her) dress was of the same quality which his 
other wives wore. She said: Every wife possessed a single pair 
of clothes. 


Whenever he saw his wife wearing anything of worldly 
decoration, he forbade her to do so. Once she was wearing 
bangles of gold. He (the Holy Prophet) said: It would be better 
if you have worn imitation bangles coloured in saffron. All the 
members of his family and near relatives were advised not to 
wear ostentatious silk clothes and gold ornaments He (the 
Holy Prophet) used to say: If you desire to get these things in 
the Hereafter abstain from them in this world., 


Domestic affairs 


The number of his wives had reached nine and 
therefore, there were so many domestic problems and 
demands but so for as he was concerned he had no wordly 
desires. He saved nothing for his household and distributed 
everything he got on the welfare of the people. Hadrat Bilal 
(may Allah be pleased with him) had been assigned the duty 
of looking to the houschold necds and entertaining the guests 
providing them food and arranging lodging. It has been 
reported by ‘Abdullah Hawazni in Abū Dawud:'I enquired 
from Iladrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) as to how 

the household affairs of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) are being managed? He said: 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had assigned the duty of all the household works to me and I 
managed them from the beginning to the end of his life. 
Whenever any poor and needy came to him he asked me to 
arrange loan and provide him food and clothes. 


Household expenses 


Out of the datepalm groves of Bani Nadir a share was 
set apart for the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) It was sold to defray the 
annual expenses on the household. After the conquest of 
Khaibar eighty wasq dates and twenty wasq barley were given 
to each wife annually. Wasq is equal to sixty Sa‘a. During the 
caliphate of Hadrat ‘Umar (peace be upon him) sonie of the 
wives including Hadrat ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with 
her) got land instead of produce. 


